James Hollyman		ca 1767 – 1853
[bookmark: _GoBack]James was born in Cuddington in 1767 and was baptised in the church of St Nicholas on 21 December 1767. He married Elizabeth Cook in the church of St Mary the Virgin in Long Crendon on 17 November 1791. They had 7 children (4 daughters and 3 sons), all of whom were born in Long Crendon. I suspect therefore that James moved from Cuddington to Long Crendon in 1791 when he married. Elizabeth died on 20 May 1807 and was buried in Long Crendon church. James then remarried six months later (no doubt to get help looking after all his many children!) on 30 November 1807 – to Elizabeth Wright. James and the second Elizabeth then had 4 children – 3 sons and 1 daughter. In the 1841 census (the earliest English census to have survived) James was an agricultural labourer and I suspect that he had been such all his life. His second wife died on 6 January 1851 and by the time of the 1851 census three months later James was living with his son Richard. James died in 1853 and was buried at Long Crendon on 14 September 1853.
James Hollyman		1797 – 1866
James was the fourth child of the marriage of James and the first Elizabeth. He was born in late 1797 and was christened at Long Crendon on 12 January 1798. He too was an agricultural labourer who lived all his life in Long Crendon at various addresses. James married Sarah Hendry in about 1821 and they had 5 children – Thomas, Ann, Jane, Charles and John. James died on 20 May 1866 and was buried at St Mary the Virgin church two days later. James had been a widower for about 6 years. His surname was Hollyman in earlier years but was, on occasions, Holliman. 
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Church of St Mary the Virgin, Long Crendon.
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High Street, Long Crendon ca 1890 – this view will not be significantly different to that in the mod 1800s.
James had a half-brother, Richard, 1809-1854, who was imprisoned in 1837 for stealing potatoes. The following are extracts from the book of the letters of Thomas Hayton who was vicar of Long Crendon for several decades in the 1800s. They paint a pathetic picture 
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The above illustrated the hardship under which the common man existed in times gone by. It is likely that Richard helped himself to the potatoes merely to provide food for his family.

John Holliman		1831 – 1907
John was baptised at St Mary's Church, Long Crendon on 11 September 1831. He appeared in 5 census returns in Long Crendon (1841, 51, 61, 71 and 1901) and in all of these he was an agricultural labourer living in Frog Lane (now Frogmore Lane) in the shadow of Long Crendon Manor. In the 1851 census he was actually resident at the manor house. John married Zillah (Lillah) Sherriff at Long Crendon on 1 June 1855, both signing the marriage register with a X. John & Zillah had one son – James. Between 1871 and 1881 John and family moved to Chelsea in London presumably to seek a better life. In the 1871 census he was still a labourer but in 1891 he described himself as a furniture dealer. For some reason John had returned to Long Crendon by 1901 when he was back in Frog Lane as a labourer. Wife Zillah died in Long Crendon on 10 February 1902. John himself died on 1 May 1907 in Littleport, Cambridgeshire, having joined his son and family there, and was buried 5 days later. His occupation at death was shown as farmer. 
James Holliman		1859 – 1932
James was baptised in Long Crendon on 17 April 1859. In 1871, aged 12 he was an agricultural labourer. He then moved to Chelsea, London with his parents and lived with them at the 1881 census. On 14 December 1885 he married Louisa Pettifer Atkins at St Luke’s Church, Chelsea. His profession at marriage was general dealer. In 1891 he was a fishmonger and he must then have 31 March decided to stay in London when his parents went back to Long Crendon. At the census on 31 March 1901 he was a greengrocer still living in Chelsea. 
At some stage between 1901 and 1911 James and family moved to Littleport, Cambridge and they lived here when James’ father died in 1907. By 1911 however the family had moved to Cambridge and James classed himself as a hawker whilst his wife Louisa has started a servant’s registry office. John then became a hardware dealer from premises in Mill Road Cambridge and sometime between 1922 and 1925 this developed into a full house furnishing business in King Street - the middle of Cambridge. It appears fairly certain that Louisa was the driving force behind the development of the business. James died on 2 August 1932 and was buried on 5 August. Louisa had predeceased him on 20 July 1931. They are buried together in Mill Road Cemetery, Cambridge. James & Louisa were very active in the Cambridge Corps of the Salvation Army and it is believed that they became Salvationists at an early age.
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James & Louisa Holliman in about 1898 with children l to r George, Ada and William.
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The family business in about 1924 – prior to moving to King Street, Cambridge. L to r:  George James Holliman, Thomas Emmines (husband of Ada), James, William Thomas and John Alfred Holliman. The vehicles were likely army surplus ambulances.
George James Holliman		1889 – 1950
George was born in Chelsea on 2 March 1889 and was christened there on 31 March that year. He was the eldest of four children, the others being in order of age Ada Eleanor Mildred Holliman (1890), William Thomas Holliman (1894) and John Alfred Holliman (1900). On 28 October 1908 he married Florence Howlett in the Registry Office at Littleport, where the family were staying at the time. She was a native of Littleport. By the 1911 census George had the splendid job title “horsekeeper for jobmaster” – ie he looked after the horses for someone who hired out horse drawn carriages for domestic use. George was a cornet player in the Cambridge Salvation Army Band and by 1914 he had become bandmaster. However by 1916 George was in Bologne driving Salvation Army ambulances and he did this until his service was terminated on 28 January 1919 when he & his brothers helped their father James in the family hardware business as it was at the time. The brothers worked in the business all their working life and the business was eventually wound up in about 1970 when John Alfred retired. George died suddenly during the night of 3 December 1950 and was buried on 7th December. George & Florence had two children – Irene Mildred and Frederick George.
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1915 WWI ambulance drivers. George James Holliman is on the right in the second back row.

Frederick George Holliman		1920 – 2001
He was born on 9 January 1920 and went to school and university there. A scholarship to Trinity College in 1938 launched him on his academic career and set its form. An attempt to join the Fleet Air Arm was deflected into wartime research that mixed unconventional and dangerous work on flames and poisons with a classical PhD in stereochemistry. He was elected to a fellowship at Trinity in 1943 and to a university demonstratorship in 1945. He married Dora Circuit at the Bedford Salvation Army Citadel on 12 July 1945. They had children Lindsay in 1946 and Philip in 1950. In 1947 he left to teach at the University of Cape Town (UCT) and was made professor of organic chemistry 1950, aged 30. He then became head of the chemistry department in 1955 and, a few years later, Dean of the Faculty of Science. During this time apartheid was being developed and Fred, along with others, were very active in trying to keep South African universities open to all. In 1962 the family returned to England, living in Harrogate in Yorkshire where Fred was a professor at Leeds University. He retired in the early 1980s and eventually lived in Market Harborough, Leicestershire where he died on 13 November 2001, two months after wife Dora.

Lindsay Ayrton Holliman		1946 –

Born in Cambridge on 3 June 1946 he went to South Africa with his parents in 1947 and, apart from two returns to the UK, in 1949 and 1952, when his father had sabbatical years, lived in the Cape until 1962. He finished schooling in Harrogate, Yorkshire before going to university in Manchester. He then worked with Formica in North Shields for three years during which he met and married Madeleine. First son Philip was born in North Shields but soon afterwards they moved to Longniddry, a small village in East Lothian in Scotland, and were there for 20 years. In 1993 they moved to Braybrooke near Market Harborough. Lindsay retired in 2002.
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[51] To the Poor Law Commissioners
Crendon, 26 May 1837

Gentlemen,

The following case I submit for your consideration, & not, I hope for
your approval. It is abstractly the case of the wives of labourers committed to
jail on suspicion of petty thefts, whether they — the wives on application for
relief, should be uniformly ordered into the workhouse.

Richard Holliman [1] of this parish of Long Crendon is now confined
in Aylesbury jail, waiting his trial for having some potatoes on his premises,
supposed not to have been his own. He has a wife and three small children
under 7 years of age; she, the wife, is 2 woman of good character, & steady,
industrious habits; & the Board of Guardians at Thame relieved her out of the
workhouse two weeks, but a fortnight ago ordered her into the House, agree-
ably with a standing rule in reference to persons so situate. This rule, I, as
guardian, never could approve being carried rigorously into effect, inasmuch
as it frequently bore unnecessarily harsh upon a poor female: & this woman
alluded to has been undergoing the severest privations rather than fall in with
an order, which I cannot but consider Unenglish & against the spirit of the
Poor Law. Starvation, however is before her, if she does not enter the Work-
house; & doing this she must necessarily give up her Cottage, have her little
goods scattered among alien hands, or sold, her garden planted with cabbages
is pillaged & should her husband be acquitted, they will be homeless almost
castaways. These are the obvious consequences of sending her into the work-
house. I will not pretend to work upon your feelings by describing to you
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how agonizingly reluctant she is to be compelled to enter the ‘Prison House’
as she calls it, for no fault of hers, & a supposed one of her husband’s; neither
will I hinge the matter upon the question of Economy, which decidedly is
favourable to her receiving some assistance out of the house, & perfectly in
accordance with the wishes of the Guardians of Crendon; but I put it to you
as men, I put it to you as Christians, whether she is to undergo all the
privations of heart-burnings mostly because a majority of Guardians at a
weekly Board may unbendingly adhere to a rule which carries with it the
Spirit of Revenge & punishment rather than that of a wholesome operation
towards the necessary relief of her & starvation wherever it presents itself. 1
write this not in any underhand way, 1 told the Guardians of Crendon I
should do so; & the Board of Thame also is apprized of it; and if you, Gentle-
men, will only fairly consider the case, I am sure you will not sanction that
which I conceive to be cruel in the extreme.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very respectful &
obedient servant,

Thos Hayton

N.B. The poor woman only wishes for 6/9 per week to keep 4 persons! nay
she will contentedly struggle with less till her husband is released.

[Answer from the Poor Law Commissioners written on the back of the letter. |
31 May 1837

Sir,

The P.L.C. have to ack. the receipt of your letter of the 26th inst.
stating the case of Richard Holliman . . . on this subject the Commissioners
have to inform you that they are at all times extremely reluctant to interfere
with the legal proceedings of a Board of Guardians . . . The Commissioners
feel since that the direction insisted upon in your letter has not escaped the
notice of the Guardians and as the Regulations impinged by the measures of
such, and repeated deliberation on the circumstances of the case . . . the
Commissioners are not disposed to alter their decisions.

[signed] Richard Hall
29th May

M.H. 12/9733

1. Richard Holliman was found guilty and sentenced to six months hard labour at the
House of Correction, Aylesbury.
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[52] To the Poor Law Commissioners
Crendon, 27 May 1837

Gentlemen,

In my letter of yesterday to you I said that the wife of Richard
Holliman had received for a fortnight from the Board at Thame 6/9 (for
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herself & three children) per week — the figures should have been 5/9.

Try it on the way of Economy; in the House, the parish will be charged
between 10/— to 12/— per week; & she would gladly accept 5/— & make
shifts, as the saying is. There is also another female in an adjoining parish in
the same predicament, the parishioners of which wish her to receive an
allowance out of the house; but no — Board or rather a section of the Board
adheres to this, I must say, oppressive rule. I do entreat you to step in & save
the Law from being defaced by an order almost universally condemned. Let
the economy of the thing have weight; for I can assure you the machinery of
the New Bill is bringing a greater expense on many parishes than formerly,
tho’ it gives a more uniform & correct administration.

1 shall be happy to hear from you on this subject, as the poor woman’s
cottage & garden will be lost to her, if she goes to the Workhouse, & to the
Workhouse she must go; for private charity, on which she has been living this
fortnight, must have an end.

1 have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient
servant,

Thos. Hayton




