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1 would like to close with a brief poem by Father Dennis O’Brien, USMC, titled
“The Soldier”. Now the poem specifically mentions the soldier, but the words “the
soldier” are representative of all American military services, and I think synonymous
with “the Veteran™-
Tt is the soldier, not the reporter,
who has given us freedom of the press.
It is the soldier, not the poet,
who has given us freedom of speech.
It is the soldier, not the campus organizer,
who has given us freedom to demonstrate.
It is the soldier who salutes the flag,
who serves beneath the flag,
whose coffin is draped by the flag,
and who allows the protestor to burn the flag.
This is a fairly simple poem, but I believe it reflects our sentiments here today.
That it is the American veteran who has secured our nation, provided us with our
freedom, and who is responsible for ensuring that the principles set forth by our Founding

Fathers over two hundreg years ago continue on today.
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EDUCATION
Georgetown Uni 2004 - 2005
Master of Arts in Se Washington, D.C.

™

e Concentration in In onal Security; coursework in low-intensity conflict, Middle East
security issues, terrorism and counter-terrorism, US military force planning, international
arms trade, and weapons proliferation

e GPA3S6
University of Virginia 1995 - 1999
Bachelor of Arts in Foreign Affairs Charlottesville, VA

s Distinguished Military Graduate and Army ROTC scholarship recipient

EXPERIENCE

BearingPoint

Senior Consultant, Iraq Policy and Operations Group (IPOG) April 2006 — Present
U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs — Iraq (NEA/I) Washington, D.C.

Responsible for overseeing a team of 12 consultants providing interagency program management support to the
Department of State. IPOG is responsible for the operations of US government interagency coordination and is
recognized by the National Security Council as the Executive Secretariat for more than 25 USG agencies and offices
working on Iraq policy.

e Coordinated and supported interagency working group and sub-PCC/PCC meetings at the White House, State
Department, and the Pentagon to address issues, integrate policy decisions, and recommend the elevation of
key decisions to senior USG policy-makers.

e Developed collaboration tools and processes to synchronize reporting and policymaking efforts within the
State Department, across the interagency, and with US Embassy Baghdad.

o Coordinated the alignment and synchronization of high-level strategic documents with relevant interagency
stakeholders, and continually refined progress criteria, measures of effectiveness, and tracking metrics.

*  Served as the chief IPOG liaison between the NSC, Joint Staff, and NEA/I, developing processes to resolve
conflicting views in support of US policy objectives.

*  Developed and implemented IPOG internal project controls, improving the execution of deliverables and the
maintenance of internal financial processes.

Created briefing support material and prepared senior State officials for Congressional testimony on Iraq.
Provided coordination assistance to NEA/I Deputy Assistant Secretary during Iraq orientation trip.

United States Army, Infantry, Captain May 1999 — Dec 2003
Civil-Military Operations (CMO) Officer and Deputy G5 Dec 2001 - Dec 2003
Commanding General’s Staff, 101" Airborne Division Fort Campbell, KY and Iraq

Responsible for developing relationships between military forces, civil authorities, and local civilians. Analyzed
operational areas and prepared CMO estimates and plans in support of a 17,000-man division.
e Synchronized the reconstruction efforts of 2 Army Civil Affairs Battations (350 personnel) in northern Iraq.
e Coordinated operations between military units, NGOs, and local civilians, restoring essential infrastructure,
establishing an interim government, and facilitating food and fuel distribution for over 2 million Iraqis.
¢ Coordinated more than $50 million in payments to Iraqi civil servants, pensioners, and military personnel.
*  Conducted small-unit CMO patrols and missions throughout Ninewa, Dohuk, and Irbil provinces.
e Served as the Division’s Assault Command Post’s CMO officer during the initial invasion of Iraq,
coordinating operations in Najaf, Hillah, Karbala, South Baghdad, and Mosul.
*  Presented daily briefings on the civil-military operations in northern Iraq to Major General David Petraeus.
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Air Assault Rifle Platoon Leader and Company Executive Officer March 2001 - Dec 2001
2-327" Infantry Regiment, 101* Airborne Division Fort Campbell, KY
Led a 38 man infantry platoon capable of worldwide, immediate deployment. Responsible for planning, training,
deployment and combat readiness, morale and welfare of all personnel, and the execution of combat aperations.
®  Supervised and trained over 110 personnel in two years as an Infantry Platoon Leader.
* Planned, coordinated, and conducted tactical training activities including live fire exercises, helicopter air
assault operations, and force on force missions, improving combat capabilities.
Selected to serve as one of only five lieutenants on the Commanding General’s Staff.
Second in command of 120 man company. Coordinated all logistical, maintenance, and training support.

Mechanized Infantry Rifle and Mortar Platoon Leader March 2000 - March 2001
1-9 Infantry Regiment, 2 Infantry Division Camp Hovey, South Korea
Led a 30 man mechanized platoon and then a 38 man mortar platoon forward deployed in South Korea. Responsible
for all personnel, 14 vehicles, over $5 million in equipment, and the planning and execution of combat operations.
#  Selected as “Top Platoon™ out of 12 along with training the “Best Infantry Squad” at battalion gunnery.
e Planned, resourced, and supervised independent small-unit (40 personnel) operations, including missions in
support of the United Nations Joint Security Area in the Korean Demilitarized Zone.
Developed a unit maintenance and service system, improving operational readiness for 10 vehicles by 50%.
Selected by the Battalion Commander from over 20 other licutenants to lead the Battalion Mortar Platoon.

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING and AWARDS
Awards: Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal,
Expert Infantryman’s Badge, Global War on Terrorism Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Korea Defense Service Medal

Training: U.S. Army Ranger School, Infantry Officer Basic Course, Civil Affairs Officer Course, Airborne School,
Air Assault School, Infantry Mortar Leader Course, Sniper Employment Course, MCS-L Digital Control Computer
Course, Yale School of Management Consulting Foundations Course

PERSONAL
Language / IT Skills: Basic speaking/reading ability in Spanish and German; experienced in MS Office suite
Activities: Backpacking/Camping, Traveling (visited 4 continents / 25+ countries), Marathon Running

SECURITY CLEARANCE

Active Top Secret security clearance
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The Significance of Veteran’s Day
Good morning ladies and gentlemen-

First, I would like to thank everyone for attending today’s events and extend a
special thanks to all the veterans in the audience here today.

1 would like to begin with a brief quote- “We hold these truths to be self-evident
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain
inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

To me this sentence summarizes the fundamental principle that America
represents in the world and that American veterans from the Revolutionary War to the
current War on Terrorism have fought and sacrificed for. Ever since Thomas Jefferson
wrote those words two hundred and twenty-seven years ago, declaring our Independence
from Great Britain, the great democratic American experiment has flourished on the
world stage. Our country was born with the ideas of freedom and individual human
liberty. But ever since that birth- this nation has had to fight to defend those principles
and to ensure that they and this great nation do not perish from the Earth.

For those two hundred and twenty-seven years brave men and women have stood
up in defense of this nation and ail the values that it stands for against a myriad of
enemies- most of whom were intent on destroying the very freedom and liberty that we
hold so dear. America’s veterans have laid their lives on the line in countless battles
throughout the world, personally sacrificing their individual freedom to defend and
protect those freedoms for the rest of the nation. Too many of those brave soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines gave the ultimate sacrifice in freedom’s defense, so that this

nation and our beliefs- that all men should be free, that all men are equal and should have
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ah opportunity to succeed, and that nothing is more important than the freedom and rights
of the individual citizen- (they sacrificed) so that these ideas should not vanish- but live
on for all generations of Americans and ideally for the world as a whole to enjoy.

Veteran’s Day is a time to remember the brave Americans who have served the
cause of freedom with military service to our country. It is a time to honor those men and
women who for whatever their initial motivations, whether they volunteered or were
drafted, whether they were interested in adventure or patriotism, they all ultimately
setved a cause higher than themselves and helped to secure the freedom that we enjoy
today. It is this act of service- this defense of American principles- that is our focus
today.

All too often most Americans take for granted their everyday freedoms and the
opportunities that they have in this country. Too often they forget or never even realize
that those freedoms and opportunities were not free but were paid for with the blood and
the sacrifice of others. The least we can do as a nation is to pause for one day out of the
year to honor and remember those who through their service and sacrifice enable us to
enjoy our freedoms and pursue the opportunities available to us in this country.

We are here today to honor all those Veterans who have participated in the
defense of freedom to ensure the survival of this nation. This solemn event is all the
more significant today as our nation is engaged in the war against terrorism and our
military is deployed throughout the world combating the enemies of freedom. Even as
we speak, American soldiers are walking the streets of Baghdad and Mosul, standing

watch over the DMZ in Korea, and patrolling the skies and seas around the world risking
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their lives to defend our country, defeat our nation’s enemies, and ensure that this great
American experiment lives on.

Unfortunately today, as has been the case all too often in our history, we are
facing an enemy intent on the destruction of our nation and the principles that we hold so
dear. This enemy, the forces of global terrorism, is not as easy to define as some of our
past foes such as a German panzer division or a North Korean human wave attack, but its
actions can be just as deadly.

Islamic extremist terrorist groups have been at war with the United States since
the late 1970s, often supported by nations such as Iran and Syria. Largely because we
viewed the world within Cold War parameters then, we did not appreciate the
significance of the fight and rally ourselves to defeat global terrorism until the terrorists
brought the fight onto our own soil with horrendous results two September’s ago. Since
then we have once again realized our nation’s role in combating the enemies of freedom
and guaranteeing the survival of liberty and the fundamental values of this nation.

Less than a month after the September 111 attacks in 2001 our forces took the
fight to the enemy, striking the terrorist-supporting Taliban regime and Al Qeada forces
in Afghanistan. At the same time, in cooperation with numerous other countries, we
began the slow fight to destroy terrorist forces throughout the world- in places such as the
Philippines, Indonesia, and even South America. A year and a half later we expanded the
war on terrotism with the defeat of the Saddam Hussein regime and the liberation of Iraq.
While the fight against Al Qeada and other terrorist groups continues around the world-
the current focus of this war and America’s national security, and I believe the world’s

secutity, is now in Iraq, ensuring that reconstruction continues there- ultimately
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establishing a free and democtatic country that will serve as a shining example for the
rest of the Middle East. This is critical to turn the tide of hatred in the region and
demonstrate that freedom and opportunity are better choices than suicide bombing and
death.

1 do not believe that most Americans have a clear understanding of the situation
in Iraq. From my perspective there most people only hear part of the story. We hear
regularly of attacks against American soldiers and the unfortunate almost daily casualty
toll. What people do not hear, however, is the daily good news happening in Iraq. We do
not get regular reports of the number of schools repaired, the amount of medical supplies
distributed to hospitals and clinics, the number of Iraqi policemen trained and conducting
joint patrols with our soldiers, or the thousands of other constantly occurring positive
events.

For example, in northern Iraq outside the city of Mosul about two hours from the
Syrian and Turkish borders there is a latge lake formerly known as Saddam Lake- now
called Freedom Lake. There is a large water pumping station there, the Al Jazeera Water
Plant, that was built to pump water from the lake through aqueducts and pipes to irrigate
thousands of acres of farmland in the region. For over a decade, this facility had been
inoperable with no effort by the Saddam regime to repair it. Shortly after arriving in the
region, the 101* Airborne Division began a massive reconstruction and engineering
project to repair the plant because of its obvious importance to the region. With the
dedicated focus and cooperation from US Army engineers and local Iragi workers, the
facility is now open and pumping thousands of gallons of water to the region’s farmland.

The result- instant support from the tribal and village leaders in the area for American
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forces. This is but one example of hundreds of positive reconstruction efforts occurring
daily throughout the country.

Although there are clearly enemy forces operating in Iraq and a growing
insurgency, the majority of Iraqis support the US presence in their country, support
coalition efforts, and could not be happier that Saddam is gone. However, these people
lived under the brutal Saddam regime for decades and are hesitant to openly support us
and take an active part in their new government. Too many of them remember the
aftermath of 1991 when they rose up against Saddam following the Gulf War and were
butchered by the thousands as a result. They are afraid that we will abandon them again
and that Saddam will return to power.

1 believe the majority of the Iragi people support us, but their open support and
participation in a new government will take time and continued efforts from America;
efforts similar to those of American veterans in post-war Germany, Japan, and countless
peacekeeping operations throughout the world in the last decade. We in cooperation with
the Iraqi people have to establish the institutions of government, rebuild the
infrastructure, and ensure that there is a stable, secure country before we can relinquish
control to the Iraqi people.

Our enemies study history and have drawn their own conclusions from our
military and political involvement in Vietnam, Somalia, and Beirut. They believe that if
they create enough casualties, if they make us bleed enough and create a continual toll of
American dead- that we as a nation will lose our netve- give up and go home. Asa
nation we must maintain our dedication to our cause in Iraq. For our security, for the

defense of our freedom here at home, and for the new-found freedom of the Iraqgi people,
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we must maintain our support for success in Iraq. As the author Victor David Hanson
said in a recent article, “too many of us have forgotten that we are in a global war, and
that victory demands tenacity, sacrifice, and adherence to unpopular beliefs and values.”

Our current actions in Iraq and around the world all go back to the fundamental
American principles of freedom and individual human liberty. Our servicemen are
fighting there and around the world today to defend those values, to secure our nation so
that we can live in peace here at home, and to bring the freedom that we enjoy to the
people of other nations who have never known it. Our soldiers are there today doing the
same thing that American veteran’s have done for over two centuries- defending
freedom. Whether it was two hundred years ago fighting the British for the right to begin
our own nation, or in Europe sixty years ago turning back the forces of fascism, or in the
rice paddies of Korea or Vietnam fighting back communist forces and trying to establish
free nations- American veterans have fought and died for the cause of freedom around the
world.

Our words and thoughts here today are but small tokens of thanks to those who
-have served so nobly for our freedom. Today is the time to honor all those veterans, past
and present, who through their efforts have secured our nation and its principles.
America’s veterans know better than most citizens the value of the freedom that we enjoy
in this country. Most all of us enjoy that freedom and opportunity here on a daily basis,
but few American’s appreciate its cost or stop to thank and honor those who paid for it.
Today is a day to do just that- honor and thank all those brave men and women who have

served their nation and the cause of freedom.








