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Birmingham, Alabama.
November 17, 1963,

Certainly was glad to get your letter of the 13th,

and also the valuable iniorr»flon it cont=ined. fh“d
. , . int

I believe that Ur. Andrew Kaeiser moved to weatker
County about the time thrt Great Grendfsther Francis Richard
Baker did. It is likely thst Dr, Kaeiser married a younger
daughter of the Robertson ¥amily, brrndne i Baker was born
in 1804-5, rCCO;ﬂiPF to the 1£50-60 ¢ ensus reports. Dr., Kaeiser
apparently was born in 1800 a2ccording to the 1860 rerort.
His wife, Haryaret R, born in N.C. was 42 years old accoruing
to the 1860 uen<us, hence she was born in 1£1#. I think that
George Beker of Tuscsloosa County had already left Mecklinburg
County, b y then, or ~t least it was about that time. For some
time I have thought that he eame tc fuscaloosa probably with
the Jones and Hogg group. liowever, I dc not think so now.
Accoraing to my informetion, the rublic lands in that area
were not aveilable for purchase until 1822, which is the year
his name appeared in Tuse2loosa County Records. However, there
were vast numbers of people in alabama then, squatting on publie
lands in hopes that they would be able to buy them when offered.
George Baker and his crowd must have arrived in Tuscaloosa
around 1818, According to the 1260 Census, Ann R, the wife
of uicherd dones was 45 vezrs old, born in : .C. If this is su,
tfien the twins, Uelilah and wvancy Ann .. Daker, were born in -
1815. They would be the foungesf children, for Francis R.
Baker was born in 1804-5, Jacob Herrod Daker born in 1809,
George' Harvey baker born in 1212, therefore the Girls would
have been the youngest. In looking at the 1950 census of
Tuscaloosa County, there was shown a ..ichazel Baker, single,
living nest to George Baker, who was sround 32 years of age.
I wonder who tiis was. George was sezid to be 67 years old'
inA1850, mccordinv to the Census. He was therefore born in
1763.

The Tuscaloosa County recoris, and Census of 1850
for that vounty ought to be checked agrin. I an gof¥ng to
do this as soon as Ruby 2nd I get back fromVirginia. we leave
here nexst “rlday, if weather rermits, and will go to Winston-
Salem for a couple of days to visit friends, and will then eross
over the mountain to Blacksbure, Virginia, to visit our son
Rhodes anl his familv at VPI where he teaches, They have a big
library, ond I thought I would see what iHecklinbturg County, N.C.
genealogy records thev have, Most of our folks came from
Mecklinburg, Anson, and Union Counties, N.C. and Chester field
and Lancaster Counties,S.C. Unfon County was carved out of
Mecklinburg and Anson Counties, I believe that the White
Marriage Records of Tuscaloosa bounty, if intact, will furnish
the information on Dr, Kaeiser's merriage to Margaret R, Census
for 1850 showld show interesting material.

I have Carl Elliott's 185821959 books. One of them
pﬁrports to show the 1830 Census of Walker County. I do not
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any Whitney's in the list. Hiram WhitneyA the father of Uncle
I} oo ~ S 20) in (L o o and-died n 2 L0

in Walker Counéy. If he was there, tﬁey missed hiﬁ: Win;tén
§ '

Our other kina folks
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JM_T_he_}ggg_Anﬂag__s of Alabama, by Elliott r ts Nelson F. Smith's

history of Picking County, from 1817 to 1856, On page 16 is
a statement about the establishment of Election Precincts in

Pickdns,-after it was established as a County. The article goes
on to state that an election X&X precinceék was established

at Jesse Clements in 1822, one at Robert Bridges, in 1823, one
at John Davidsons in 1824, two in 1825 at the homes of William

8anders and Steghhn Bennett, and two in 1827 at Wright Rountrees
and RICHARD JONES, These voting places were always established

in well known and well located places. Apparently Richard Jones
Home was centrally located, and he was a well known man, in

Pickins County, in 1827. Again, on page 18 is shown a 1list of
Apportioners, 6verseers, Election managers, Juries to review

and mark out roads, and in whatever xzkimx capacity, acting as
appear, upon the records of the Commissioners Court in 182L.

Among those named is: RICHARD JONES, This also would indicate
that Richard Jones was a well known resident of Pickins County,

probably an established farmer, with possit y @ country store.

This did not indicate that he was a surveyer, as is sometimes

~ rumoered, but that he was a public mindc? citiwen, holding—

something like a road commissioner®s job, or election manager.

lhese two items lead me t 7
came to Tuscaloosa County, with the Hogg family, as is stated

in Mrs. Williams lett ~and that he grossed over the Warrior—
and settled in the aa%_n country. In all liklihood, his

first-wife died—and is buried in Pickins. —Aecording toowr— —

information, Martha Ann Jones, wife of F.R. Baker, was born in

181k, acecording to grave stone, or 1817, according to 1850 & 60
Censwss reports, If 1814, then she was 10 years old, when he

- was named as a minor official in Pickins County.- I have been
unable tc ’ind anything on Richard in Dallas County, and this

——3information leads me to believe that it

of Dallas, ~ I believe that the deed records of Pickins County,

| and possibly the White Merriage Records, might be
Tract book for that County would also be of %ﬂzetizksJ 977

'inbidendéii&, I heve written a credit reporting &gency
in Atlanta, trying to find the present whereabouts of Mrs,

Williams, so that I can write her, and see what information she
k cestor Thomas Hoge Jones, I believe I have a lot

of data she wculd be interexzted in. She was evidently trying

to get up proving material for s DAR application in 1951 when

she write Jones & Gandrud the letter I seng you. I am also goir
to again check Jones & Gandrud's Tuscaloosa County volume (1) in

the Birmingham Library for Robertson and Kaeiser information,
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/ﬂe¥%ﬁ£f you crstch anyvone going up to Dovble Springs, see if you
an get a copy of the deed the Keeiser hetrs gave on the big farm.
It would be interesting to know the date Dr. Kseiser accuired the
land and by what means, Indidentally, Judge Weavert's article
in Carl Elliott's 1958 book showed only 7 slave owners there in
Minston in 1850, and gsve the names. This leads me to believe
N that Kaeiser moved to Walker zbout the time [.l. Bsker did, which
was after 1850, The 1850 Census ofTuscsloosa County, woudd
give the data on Keseiser, o nd something of.his wos%h and pronertye.
iKaeiser was not menticned as a slave owner, ¥Hére 1f the 1850 censuu,

)

/3
; I heve about concluded that ilichir's ?nd wife was Cracy McMath
nd that Nancy Ann Beker was his 3rd wife. I have been to 01ad
iSalem burial ground where Uncle Jacob baker had a school, but there
‘are nok merked graves which would indic~te any MeMaths. The McMath
i fami}y lived in Tuscaloosa County, where the mar—iage took nlace,
'put their home was only a short distance inside the county, and
|was below Bessener. There are a couple ofold grave yards down
|there thet I am going to check whenever I am going that way.
|4 McMath made a final report of gusrdianshiv on Richard M. Jones,
|who became of age in 1857, in this County. I have %p idea thet
| 6his could have been & son of our Hichsrd, by this ; d merriage.
! The records of the Orphans Court for this County are very difficult
to check, and I will have *o get to that when I can. The estate
st settlement consisted of one Bay horse, cie negro slave, an.
ebout §¢750.00 in cesh, This i3 soriwof & long shot, but I “theught
I would check it out. % ) Lo mE M2 L

I believe that cousin Dolly is wrong about Ann MWright., It
very definite that Richnrd A. Jones married Nancy Baker, in Tusealoo
County, on July 9, 1838. She must hive the name cohfused with

someone else,

D

Incidentally, if we could find an old lady with the n'me of
Cunnirrhar living with another femily, in the Welker Census,
or Tuscsloosa Census, for 1850, we mirht have the proof we neced
on the old lady who spoke Gaelie., I think also, that this party
was the r-lher of Mary lobertson Baker, wife of Georse Baker, of
Tuscaloosa County, and probebly also the mother of Margaret k. the
wife of Dr. .ndrew Ko:iser, of #Winston.

| I rlatted Uncle darion Jhitney's lends on my zeological map
of Walker County, and it aprarently is two separate forties, both
. touching the originel 200 zcrs of I.i. Baker. Cne of the LOxk
acre tracts is wheré the hdgil Church verd is locazted.

| I went to the Telephone Company here to sce if they had
| directories of amarillo Texasy and Jest “oint iiss., but they
did not hzve them, The Chamber of Commerce does not have City
. directories of either place. Sometimes the Birminghem Library
| has these directories, so will check there next. Will try to
| contact some of the children of Gustavius Adolphus Baker, at
i Emerillo, to get family data. Incidentally this is the "G.i.Baker
] from whom your family had a ietter sround 1885. He was George W.
’ Baker's youngest brother, born in 1857 in Walker County.
|
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To rationalize the situation about G.G. Grandfather George Baker 5

and why he was in Walker County, and visiting. t is to be
remembere

War. His wife died prior to 1850, very likely in the
Jasper area. This data, sort cf confirms the theory that

I have had, that he could have been visiting (1) Francis
Richard Baker, or (2) Nancy Ann R, Baker Jones, or (3) Dr

Kaeiser. There is also the possibility that he could have
visited your Grand-father, or Alfred N, Baker, his grandsons,

or his Grand-daughter Aunt Betty Whitney, wife of RXxammkx Marion
Whitney, 2ll of whop had separate homes, at that time.

If you run into any of the Bennetts try to get a

Iist of Aunt Josephine's children, names, date of birth, date
of death, married to and on what date, and where buried. Also

her Grandchildren, if possible. I believe some of them can
tell where Nancy Ann Baker and fichard Jones are buried.

Richerd was 62 years old in 1860, hence was born in 1798.

HiLgaég a deed to his Son Francis Marion Jones,{born 1840} in

¥868, (died Sept. 20, 1869),0on August 31,1867, DBoth Hich&rd
and hi's wife were living in Au%ust 1867, and he was then 69

J
know somethi about the date of deaths, and where they are
sibly some of the grand-children.

years of age. L believe Aunt Josephine's daughter might

Hope thedata shown is df interest. Regards to

you beth.

Sencerely,

C.R. Holliman,
8212 6th Ave,S, - —

Birmingham, Alabama,
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Birmingham, Alabema.

r S ——————cNSvenbe - 23963, —————————

i SR i ~ Miss Lucy Baker., s Lo e e R e e

i

I appreciate very much the help you have given and are givéng

RFD-2 Box 213,
lasper, Alabama, il S S R

Dear Miss Lucy: s s L - ST SCATRINE ¢ i ke )

= __ Received your letter of October 30th, and was

élaaggo hear from you and to get the additional data it contained;

and I am going to supply you with a complete copy of my notes
when completed. In fact, I thought that I would ask you to

check my notes before any issuance of the data to the publie,
for you have so much information, that actually you ought to

- be writing the report rather than me. Of course, at this

stage, all I am preparing and compiling is notes on the family.
Most of it not indexed, znd due to the amount of data, it is now
difficult to run through and veryfy something with any speed.
Before finishing the job, I will have to get it im much better
order, and fully indexed.

At the present time, I have assembled fairly
complete data on the families of Richard J. Baker, Alford N.
Baker, George W. Buker, Lenora Baker Burton-Smith, Lavinia
Guyton Baker Hassell, and of course I now know the story of
Francis Fuller Baker and Thomas Hillman Baker, except that _
a few details are missing. On Elizabeth Ann éaker'WhitneyT
I have a good bit of data, but not sufficient to finish with,
and have requested Mrs., Charles Trammell at Fayette to supply

same. Have not heard fromher though. I plan to get some
help on Gustavius Adolphus Baker from his descendants at
Amarillo, Texas. I have a good bit of information on

William Harvey Harrison Baker, but not complete. On George
Harvey Baker, I have what I think is suffictent information.

I hope to be able to piece together the story of Richard Jones
and wife Nancy Ann R. Baker. I am also hopeful that I can
contact someone in the Hicks Fox family, and get the names,
addresses, and data on that branch, I have a vast amount of
data on the Jacob Herrod Baker family, but still need a little
more .

Unfortunately Probate records are not as complete
as they could have been. The Jasper Court House was burned on-
March 27, 1865, and partially burned in 1877, and fully burned
in 1878. The Fayette Court house was also burned in 1865,
and also in 1911, but in the last burning a good many records
were preserved. I need to check early deed, conveyance and
white marriage records in these two counties, and also in
Tuscaloosa County. I believe that the records of Tuscaloosa

will be vefy revealing. I have a few references for use there.
Judge Henry Mayfield of Tuscalobsa told me that Mr. Riley Evans,
1620q East 23 Ave. Tuscaloosa, was a distant relative of Grandpe

George W. Baker, and that he had a considerable knowledge of the
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_today to get a better address. Do you know anything about

Baker family history. I wrote him at that address, but the
letter came back unclaimed. I am writing to Henry Mayfield =
the Evans connection? - I think there was a connectién with
this family in South Carolina. Bishop Gregg in his histor

of 01d Cheraws mentions an Evans family, related to the
Blakeney's, and also mentions a William Baker family from

Newbern, which settled in Anson County, amd who were Whigs.

A Francis Baker received a grant of lands in the Area, which

- was disputed by both North and South Carolima. It wes on

N

Lanes Creek. Frgncis sold out in 1800. I have an idea
that this is = background family commectiens ——

I have considerable data on the Wallace Jones femily in Walker
County, and have the Whitney connection worked out. Can you

~better identify the Tony Whitney you mentioned $ho owned lands

near your Grandfather's place at Copeland's ferry? I supplied
this data to the Whitney's at Fayette, but did not get a reply.
Most of my Whitney data, I secured fromRuby Sullivan, who is
doing a lot of geneology work here, and who helps me from time
to time.

Mrs. Kilgore was very nice to talk with, and has given me a
full breakdown on the Alford Newton Baker group. I have copied
it, and sent her a copy to forward to her sister, to verify
same. dhe mentiored that she had heard at one time, evidently
from her mother, of an old lady in her part of Walker County
who spoke Gaelic fluently, and came from Ireland. I dont know
that this has any connection, but most of our folks came from
Ireland, and generally from 1730 to 1760.

On the Richard Jones 2ncle, it is to be remembered that he was
ur Great-great grandfather, but was Josephine Bennett's fathe;?“°
His relation to her descendants would be much closer than ours.

It is possible that some of Josephine's children or grand-children
might be able to give us a full family line descent, and tell of
him, and where he is buried I believe he was married 3 tipeg, =
1st to the mother of Martha;—who married Francis R., 2nd to

the McMath girl in Tuscnifgia, who evidently did not live long,
but who probably left on ild,Richard M., and third tocNaney

Ann R, Baker. Some of the Orphans court records here are not
indexed, and it is difficult to read the old handwriting, so its
going to take a lot of time in checking before gettin§ back to

the original petitidn for guardicnship on Richard M. Jones, which
is mentioned on memo attached. >

I have read of the Myles Hassell line. Talked with Mama today,
and she says that iUncle Bill Hassell had a brother, George, who
married a widow Richards (who had two sons by lst marriagef, and
who was the mother of Roxie, Sam and Lena, by her 2nd marrégge.

I think Lena Hassell married a 8cott. This family lived gound
Carbon Hill and Jasper. Uncle Bill Hassell's son, Marion
married a Freeman from up around Pilgrim's Rest in Fayette County.
They had two daughters.
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In connection with the Hassell line, I am enclosing some data
~ | on 0ld Bethel Church, Tuscaloosa County, which has some bearing., -
[ The Kyzer angle is interesting. It may be that his wife was
a Robertson, a sister of the wife of George Baker.
s o NG e ik %, z i RN s SRR T )
oM Re: Hogg rumor. Thomas Hogg left Tuscaloosa County in the early

~ | ,»1830s; and is rumored toohave gone to Texas, I found a good many -

m notes on him in Tuscaloosa County, but nothing in Texas, also

ihe was evidently getting up in age. Hewxms?agwﬁéé%perminwthefﬁ

| Revolution, from South Carolina, and married d4,Chandler, moved

- to Georgia between 1800 and 1807, evidently lived

X Y .\\-Georgia, or Morgan County, same state. Came to Alabama around

v Oi“4ﬁﬂ,'1815 and lived in Tuscaloosa County. Was State Senator in 1818-19
. 7 when the Capitol was at Cahaba. ater was member of the house

s

~ fromTuscaloosa. He was apparently close friend of Harrison
Jones, father of Thomas L. Jones who died in 1818 in Morgan County,
Georgia, and who I think was the father of Richard Jones, who
. married Nancy Ann Baker, Apparently there was close friendship
] _between the Hoggs and the Jones femily. Thomas L. Jones named
/ one of his sons for Thomas Hogg, and this son was later in
business at FkxtJonesboro witn,ﬁighardeonese, I do not find any

nnection with the Baker family and the Hoge familz&ﬁhus far
?W%EM%pW$”%WWWW@WA 7*KWV%@
It is possible that Grandpa George Baker's wife, Mary Robgrtson
might have died in Walker County, for as you will reE§11,3§%8§74423
married Richard Jones, and evidently moved to Walker County
shortly after he went out of Business at Jonesboro. Then too,
if she had relatives there, possibly some of the Kyzer family,
it would not 'have been unreasonable to assume that she cogld

have died while visiting there. This of course is mere
speculation, : o e

I would like very much to see your Grand-father's grave, and
sometime before long, when I can find time, I will bring Mama
over and we will go there, and to the Bennett Cemetery. I have
an idea that it would be a grod idea to check the Old Bennett
Cemetery on Bennett Road, and also 0ld Zion Cemetery, for birth
and death dates, on some of the Baker kin, expecially Alford
Newton Baker's descendants. I have geological maps of the
area, and I have platted thereon lands owned by a good many
M | members of the old family. = -

There's a lot to this geneology racket, and I wish I had the time
to work on it, but unfortunately 1 have to do other work &t times,
and it disconcert®s me. Its like the dope habit, it grows on
you. However, I find it most interesting, and can easily
understand why so many people I know are doing so much work in
-~ the Birmingham library. appreciate very much your help, and
will write you along giving progress. Send me any data who can
find, no matter how speculative or remote. Kind regards to
you and George Hope.

‘Sincerely,
T BR. Helldmsm

| 2
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§t. 2 Box 213.
asper, Alabama.
M November 13, 1963.

Dear Cecil:

Here is more information that will be helpful, I

et & oo SEESEa 2 il il kil

The Kaeiser place is located on Brown's Creek, 3

- (O—miles—from-Nau ‘in Winston County, which would not have

™ been so far from Grandpa Francis, and the Jones place. I then
—+ checked the 1860 Census of Winston County.  Dr. .

Age 60, born in Penn. (Wife) Margaret R., age 42, btorn in

| N.C. (Children). William M., age 11, born in Ala; Martha C. |
‘ age 7, born in Ala.; Merigh S., age 5, born in Ala.

| I presume Margaret R., born in N.C. wogld be

| Margaret Robertson, a sister of Grandpa George's wife. |

ez /JiZ;,nﬂ Kaeiser and Grandpa Francis were both Secessionist
WZ\#; J,@& and had to hide out, but the Yankees finally killed Kaeiser.

VeV He is buried on the 0ld Kaeiser Place.  Papa always spoke
qofﬁfl of Haeiser having 680 acres and 60 slaves, or rather, negroes.
[ Vhen Uncle Ti%.george and Papa would be talking about the war,
* and Kaeiser,

ever once though of relations.

! Dolly mentioned to me once about the old lady that
| Frences Harris said visited Grandpa Franeis, and asked me if I
[ had ever heard Uncle Tip or Uncle George say anything about it.
| (The party in question was mentioned to me b{ Mrs. Kilgore, a
£ G 'Qréﬁd;aaugﬁter’ET'Alford'Néwtoﬂ”EakefiL’énd t was said that
‘ she was from Ireland, very old, and cduld speak Gaelie CRH).
| The 01d lady could have been Kaeiser's wife, or, Kaseiser's
Wife's mother, since Cousin Hicks Fox spoke of ‘Cuhningham from
~Ireland® boIiy was the first person that ever had an idea
of relation with the Kaeisers, but she thought it was on the
~—— Jones side, ik = 5 e

I talked to him. He said his Father's place joined the Kaeiser
place, and when he was a small boy remembered eating at the old
Keeiser place, but John Andrews and wife Louise were living
-~ there then. Louise was a grand daughter of Kaeiser. He alse
| spoke of I-ouise teaching his sister Music. Rice spoke of the
old mans place of hfiving 900 acres on Brown's Creek, and of the
| negroes. The heirs of Keiser had this land all the years
() ! until just recently sold it. Hice also spoke of Kaeiser being
killed by the Yankees. He also g=ve the nemes of Bud Martin,
e | Jim Martin and Tom Martin saying they would know wuite a bit
about the grave and the old place. The Martins live in that
L ___area around Nauvoo. . - k.

|
1
|
‘ My dentist T.D. Rice was born in Winston Count{, so0
\'
|
\
\
|

Bty Richard Jones probably married the MeMath girl. I
dont believe I ever heard that name., JIn your note of Walker

i County Census, Ann R. was probably An¥/Wright. Dolly said o

she was aW¥ight born in Georgia =nd came to Ala. (She is

| mistaken in this Ann R , the wife of Richard Jones, N 4

Ann R, Baker, daughter of George Baker of Tuscaloosa County).
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(Page 2 of the letter from Lucy B. Baker of Jasper, Alabema,
dated November 13, 1963).

in ény diaéussion'of the faﬁily;

If you are here again I willl show you the route
Uncle George and others traveled in gofng to see about grandpa

Francis, while hiding out.

 When Grandpa Baker left this place where we are
living, he went to where Toney Whitnoy lived. I have alwags

X thought of him being a brother of Uncle Marion (Isaac Marion
Aéf;ﬂhisney). I think I can find out for sure.

Uncle Marion Whitney had land on Blackwater. In a

letter written to Papa dated March 20, 1888, he asked Papa
to givem in his taxes. Numbers are: NEi of ‘SE} and NE: _of SWk

Section 22, Township 13, Range 8, WeSt, 80 acres.

Check and see if your Grandpa George, is George A.
or G.A. Baker. In a letter written to Papa in 1885, it is

signed G.A. Baker.(This was Gustavius Adolphus Baker, the
youngest son of Francis Richard Baker. He moved to Amerillo,

Texas) .
Uncle Tip had a son Harvey E. Baker. I presume

the E. would be for Lmmett. P S

i - Josephine J. Bennett has a grandson named Emmett —
also.

I believe I have heard in times that brandps Jones

“married 3 times. Mrs Etta Sides is the only living ehild of
Josephine. She 1ives in Jasper. This Etta Sides lives with
—a Brooks family. —Etta is probably 90 rs old. Wallace
Bennett gave me this information. The Oldest living Grand-

~child is Bmmett Bennett, lives near Bennett,Cemetery. e
we can locate Richard and Mary 8nn's graves. (Re: last sentence,
~she probably meant Naney Znn R. Baker dJones' grave). ! =

Ped/® Tose Co .

— ~Grandpa Georg 41 giax the’ home of Jefferson Neely
Sherer, near the old Cemetery (at Jasper). I have also heard
thet his wife was buried there alsc. The oldest Stovall boy
told my brother, Beauregard several years ago. dJefferson

— Neely S er was one of the 7 Sherer Brothers from South

Carolina, that came to Walker County.

I think you :re doing = good job. Lets unravel it
all so lets not get in too much hurry. erhaps we gr you

can piece it together. Please excuse pencil and poor writing.

~ Lucy Belle, &
George Hope (Baker) .

I Truat all are well,

(A postscript to the above letter is shown on the next page).
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(Postscript to the letter dated November 13, 1963, of Lucy B
& Geo. Hope Baker).

Guess you think I am "nuts", but after writing all the enclosed
stories, it seems to add up to this:

Grandpa George married Mary R. Andrew Keseiser married Margaret
R. The 0ld Lady that spoke Gaelic, that came from Ireland,
wag their Mother {Cunningham). Kaeiser was a Doctor. Perhaps
the whole family, or most of the Robertsons came to Alazbama
when Kzelser came, or did Kaelser marry Margaret in Alabama.
The Robeftsons could have come first.

Who was Grandpa George going to see? (She ie taking of
George Baker, who died at the Sherer home).

There are three graves near each other in the old
Cemetery at Jas?er, thats covdred alike with rocks. They
could be George's, Mery, eand the old lady. As you say;
the Kaeiser engle is interesting, -- quite historic. I am
going to check on the children of Kaeiser. After all, he
wasnt a Yakkee { meaning, of courss, that although bornm in
Penn. he was killed as a Secesskonist).





