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HAJOR JOHN SMITH'S
FORT VAUSE
ADVENTURE

--PAGE #2--
i FRENCH FORTS WHERE MAJOR JOHN GMITH COMMANDER OF
2. # COMPANY OF RANGERS ON THE FRONTIERS OF VIRGINIA, WAS
3 PRISONER FOR ELEVEN MONTHS, TAKEN WITH HIS PARTY OF TEM
LN MEN IN A BLOCKHOUSE TOWARDS THE HEAD OF JAMES RIVER
3. ON THE 25TH, OF JUNE 1756 BY NONSSIEUR BELESTER COM.DER
& OF MIAMEE FORT (ABOUT S00 MILES FROM THE HEAD OF
7 JAMES RIVER) AT THE HEAD OF 205 INDIANS AND 25 FRENCH
g CANADIANG OF WHICH PARTY MAJOR SMITH KILLED 40 (AND)
g. OBLIBED CAPTAIN BELESTER TO RETURN WITHOUT PENETRATING
16, {WARWICK) WITHIN &0 MILES FROM WILLIAMSBURGH
1. WHERE HE INTENDED, ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION OF HIS
12, (SHAWNEE! INDIANS HIS SPIES WHG PASSED THROUGH THE
13. SETTLEMENTS OF VIRIGINA SOME (MONTHS) BEFDRE AS CHERDKEES
14, AND QUR FRIENDS.
15, T HIAMEE(1) . 16 SOLDIERS REGULARS.....0veavescns

16, FORT (8T. JOSEPH) (2) 22 MILITIA FOR 3 YEARS SERVE
L7 EOR T EBERY oot etelehtate v teoatt 0 D SR SRR o alote
18. FORT AT THE MOUTH

19, OF ST. JOSEPH'S RIVER(3)

20, 00 MOSTL TRADER‘ FLQNT‘-’RS

21, . 16 HILITIA.......

22, 00 SOLDIERS b OTHERS

23, TRADING HOUSE....... 20 BOLDIERS.....vvsvvuviunvennenr O GUNS

JNO BUNS
NOT KNOWN

..200 SOLDIERS..
1220 SOLDIERS.. v euervenses NUM
AR ACCOUNTS OF THESE FORTS

26, FORT thuﬂGRA/
25.  FORT CONTEMAE.

27: HAJOR SMITH BIVES IN KIS JOURNAL.

28, THE INDIAN NATIONS WHERE MAJOR SMITH PASSED THRCUGH

29, AND RESIDED DURING HIS CAPTIVITY. ALL WHICH NATIONS ARE
30. GVER AHED BY THE FRENCH.

CITY TOLEDD ADJACENT

({JNOTEs THIS FORT WAS A FEW MILES SOUTHWEST OF THE CURRENT DHI
IVER MAMMEE. (MAWMEE IS "FRENCH' FOR MIAMI.)

s T ORT WAG LOCATED IN THE UPPER PENINSULA OF MICHIGAN BETWEEN Li
AND LAKE HURON AND SOUTH OF THE CURRENT MI\. GAN CZTY SNLT STE
{3)MOTE: THIS FORT WAS AT THE MOUTH
THE MICHIGAN CI

£ SUPERIOR

FORT VAUSE..PASE 2...JRNUARY 24, 2002....
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HAJOR JOHN SMITH'S

vause
ADVENTURE
--PAGE §3--

ABERCONBIE e

Lo FIRST THE (SHANNEES), NOT GUITE 300 GUNHAK, SREAT (ENENYS)

2. OF LATE T THE ENBLISH.

3. HIAMEES OR FUTTS ABOUT 200 MAY BE GAINED OVER FROM THE FRENCH HAVING

4, BEEN OUR FRIENDS FORMERLY.

S, PUTOATAMAYS(4}  IN THE WHOLE OF THEIR TONNS ABOUT 2000 INCLINED TO COME

. OVER T THE ENGLISH FOR BETTER TRADE, COULD THEY GET OFF FROK

% THE FRENCH, THEY TOOK MAIOR SMITH, INTO THETR COUNSEL 43

6. 4 SACHEN(S), WENT TO THEIR KIN3, DANCED UNDER THE ENGLISH

2. COLDURS, TAKEN FRO GEN'L BRADOCK, AND FIRED THROUSH

10, THE FRENCH COLGURS HELD COUNCIL WITH MAJOR SHITH, AGREED

i, WITH HIM IN A PROJECT FORMED BY HIX FOR TAKING FORT

2. DEQUESNE BY THEIR ASSISTANCE WITH 1500 OF THEIR PEOPLE.

13 THE INTIHACY (“BETWEEN) THEM AND THE HAIOR BEING SUSPECTED, HE
14, HAS RENOVED, HE SPEAKS THE LANGUAGE.

15, HOLLAWAYS ABOUT 300 FOLLOW THEIR NEIGHBOURS TO THE FRENCH

16, THIGHTHEES ABOUT 1400 FORHERLY OUR FRIENDS, THEY SUFFERED GREATLY

17. ON OUR ACCOUNT, BUT ARE STILL DESIRIOUS 70 BE WITH US ABAINST
18 THE FRENCH IF SAFE FOR THEW T0 02 S0

19, UTTARGYS ABOUT 330, ARE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE PUTUATTAWAYS, THE
20, REST OF THEN FRETTY NUNEROUS UNDER THE FRENCH.

20, HURONS ABOUT 150 50 WITH THE PUTUATTONAYS.

2. THE HHOLE THUS STATED ARE IN NUMBER 4700 GUNNEN, BY

2. GAINING THE PUTATTAWAYS 7O OUR INTEREST. WITH WHOM MAIOR

2, SHITH LIVED FOR SONE MONTHS, WE GET THE WHOLE OF THESE

2. INDIANS UNDER OUR INFLUENCE, AND THEREEY THE WHOLE HUNTING
2. COUNTRY, THE BEST IN AMERICA, FROM THE DHIO, TO THE RIVER

27, (ILLINDIS}(6) THERE NOT BEING ONE GREAT GUN,IN ANY OF THE FRENCH
2. FORTS IN ALL THAT COUNTRY TO OPPOSE US IN ANY INCURSION

2. T0 B HADE AMDNBST THEM WHICH MAJOR SHITH THINKS VERY

30, PRACTICABLE, MORE ESPECIALLY IN WINTER AND EARLY IN THE

31, THE JUICE OF THE SPRING, WHEN ALL THE GUNMAN ARE IN THEIR HUNT AND
32, SWEET MAPLE TREE HONEY HARVEST. FOR ENTERPRISE HE THINKS 1000
33, EXTRACTED IN THE WODDS MEN ARE SUFFICIENT WITH SOME CHEROKEES OR (CATABAW)
34, SPRING, BOILED INDIANS,
PRODUCES 600D
SUBAR

(4JNOTEs [ BELIEVE THIS REFERENCED INDIAN TRIBE WERE THE POTAWATOMI. THIS TRIBE &
PRINCIPLE ALGONQUIAN TRIBE IN MICHIGAW AT THIS THE ALGONGUIAN TRI
CONSISTED OF THE MIAMI, & OTTAWA OF OHIG, & FOK, ILLINDIS, & SAUK OF ILLINOIS,

(SINOTE: SACHEM: 4 SUPREME OR POLITICAL LEADER OF SOME NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES.

{BINDTE: THE ILLINDIS, FOX, & DES PLAINES ARE CONNECTING RIVERS WEST OF CHICAGD, ILLINOIS.
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MAJOR JOHN SKITH'S
FORT VAUSE
ADVENTURE

~-PABE #4--

i
a
3
&
5.
b.
7
8.
9
0.
1.

INDIANS EITHER MAY BE HAD TAKING WITH THEM ON THEIR BACKS,
N0 HORE THAN i3 DAYS PROVISION AT THEIR SETTING OUT HITH
THEIR AKMUNITION TRUSTING TO MORE BY HUNTING L PROVISIONS
T BE HAD FROM INDIAN TOKNS IN THEIR WAY HAVING NO GREAT
RIVER TO PASS BUT THE OHIO, (WHICH HE PROPOSES TO CROSS AT
THE MOUTH OF THE GREAT CONWAY) TILL THEY COME TO DETROITE
FORT, THE OHID TO BE CROSSED IN BARK CONOES ONE WHERE CF
HAY BE MADE IN THREE HOURS BY THREE HEN WHICH WILL CARRY
10 MEN AND THEIR LUBBABE HAVINB CROSSED THE OHID TO FALL
IN WITH THE (SHAWNEES) PATH LEADS 7O THE MIAMI FORT
HAKING FROM THE OHIO 7O THIS FORT EIBHT DAYS AT THE RATE
OF 20 MILES (PER) DAY THE SIOTO RIVER BEING ONLY KNEE DEEP AT

12,

13. MOST: FROM MIAMEE TO FORT JOSEPH FOUR DAYS, FROM THENCE
i, TO THE PUTTUATTAWAY TOWN, FOUR DAYS. BURNING FORT

15. EBERY AND ANOTHER SMALL FORT IN THEIR WAY, FROM--

1. PUTUATTAWAY 70 DETROITE A VERY LITTLE WAY AND HERE ARE
17, HANY TRADING BATTEAUS(7) FOR THE TRADE OF LAKE ERIE

i8. BY MEANS WHEREOF THEY MAY TRANSPORT THEMSELVES T0

19, THE LANDING PLACE ON THE SOUTHSIDE OF THE LAKE FROM

2¢, WHENCE GOES ANEAR CUT TO RETURN TO THE GHIO THROUGH

2t. THE (SHAWNEES) OR IF WELL ASSISTED BY THE PUTUATTOWAYS
22,- T0 PROCEED ALONG THE LAKE TO THE RIVER BEAUFF(8) WHERE
23, FORT PRISQUE ISLE(9) IS, ATTEMPT THIS FORT, OR IF TOO STRONE
24, FOR BEING TAKEN BY SURPRISE OR ASSAULT THEY LEAVE

25, IT AND PROCEED DOWN THE RIVER TO THE OHID AS COL. 6

25, WASHINBTON DID ON HIS INTERVIEW WITH THE COMMANDER

27, OF THIS FORT ON THE COMMENCENENT OF THE OHID WAR.

28, SUCH ARE THE QUTLINES OF MAJOR SHITHS PROJECT

9. T0 BE EXECUTED BY HIMSELF DR ANY OTHER PERSCH ACBUAINTED
30, WITH THIS RAY OF WARRING.

(7INGTE: BATTEAUS: A LIGHT FLAT-BOTTOMED BOAT TAPERING TOWARD THE ENDS AND ADAFTED FOR
FOR USE ON RIVERS.

{8INOTE: NEAR THE FRENCH FORT LE BOEUF. 1 BELIEVE IT IS NOW CALLED 'FRENCH CREEK' AND
GENERALLY FLOWS IN THE SOUTHERLY DIRECTION TO THE ALLEGHENY RIVER WHICH FLOWS
INTG PITTSBURGH, PENN. AND CONNECTS WITH THE ORID RIVER.

(FINOTE: PRESQUE ISLE, PENNSYLVANIA ON LAKE ERIE.

T VAUSE..PABE 4...JANUARY 24, 2002....





