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West Point, Miss.
June 27, 194).

3arah L. Baker.,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

Your letter in answer to enquiry of mine to Mrs. Montgomery at
old Eliton Ala about my angelic old mother's brother, Prof.
J.H. Baker whose mortal remains lay at rest near by, and what is
now Birmingham. I got your letter and am writing you concern-
ing enquiries made of us about our folks, etec. My Mother was
Delilah Baker Fox, a sister of J.H., Frank and Harvey Baker and
Mrs. Jones who died long a%o near Jasper, Alabama., Yes my name
is Hicks Fox, and in 1874 I viskted, when a boy, Aunt Fannie Baker
who lived on North River near Northport. Aunt Fannie was such
a fine, kind old lady and I learned to love her very much. At the
time, there were with her two sons, John and Harvey, and two~
little girls, whose names were Lela and Montie. ﬁarvey was a
boy about 15 years old, and he and I went over to Tip's House
(William Harvey Harrison Baker) to see him and Uncle Frank, who
was then living with Tip; a son, Adolph was living then I think
with Tip. I suppose that your brother, Hicks Fox was named by
Keur Father, after me; we were both just boys when I saw him at
unt Fannies in March 1874, My Father was J.T. Fox, and he
and my Mother were married near North Port, on North River in
about 1840, and seen moved to Mississippi, where my Father
reached all his life, and is buried at 0ld Bethan , one of the
urches where he preached for forty years. M¥ ther went to
live with my oldest Sister in Texax after Father's death in 1883,
and is buried at a small Country church in West Texas, where she
diled, living with my sister, whose husband was a merehant, and
owned 3 large cattle ranch in 1888. All of our family are dead
except myself, and I am 87 years old an€ feeble. I and my
youngest daughter live at the dld héme. My oldest daughter
married a Mr. Keethy, and he is a United States Auditor, and for
the Eresent is in Tampa, Florida. My oldest son is employed by
the U.S. Government in & large airplane factory and has the
management of it in Buffalo, New York, where he continues in
government Employ and where he as been employed for 30 years or
more; the government holds on to him; he is a bachelor. My
youngest son lives in Jackson, Miss, Please send this letter
to Luey Baker, Jasper, Alabama. It will answer a letter I have
from her. God Bless you.

(Sipned) A.H. Fox.
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i Pilgrimage a few weeks ago, and

About Birmingham:

Does Anyone Know About College At Elyton ‘
Years Ago? Shopkeeper Sees Light About Light:

BY MARGUERITE JOHNSTON

THE SWIFT BEEAMS OF RADIO
turn backward into time to picrce
the atmosphere of a past cenlury
in a story which has its begine
ning and ending in Birmingham,
Mis. A. C. Monigomery, of Ar-
lington, opened her garden to the
Church of the Advent Garden

recently reccived an oddly Jabeled
letter from West Point, Miss.

The letter was addressed: “Mrs..
~— Monigomery, Eliton, Alabama.
At old home 90 years old, with
Flower Garden named over radio
broadcast.”

The postoffice, which must be
psychic. delivered  the letter
promptiy.

Mrs, Montgomery found this
note inside:

“Mrs. Montgomery, Eliton, Ala-
bama, T heard over the radio this
mbrning a description of your |
flower garden by a Mrs, — and
that your home was built about
80 ycars ago.

“What 1 would like to know
please is about old Salem Church
that just before the Civil War
stood in or near the then town of
Eliton. My mother's brother, Jd-
cob Baker, just before or at the
time of the Civil War, 1861 to ’65,
had cstablished a college in Eli-
ton and had many young men and
boys as students there. :

“1 understand that he was buried
in Eliton at old Salem Church,
and that his students built a small
monument at his grave. §

“It not asking too much of you,
will you please {cil me what be-
came of the old church, if it was
moved after Elit a part
af Birminghs
of ihe dead

“If you can
have some o

lse fo do so, 1
will grea appreciate it . . .
Please send me the bill of cost for
the investigation,

“T know that this has been a
long time ago. but surely there
is something left of the history of
this old church and school and of
my Uncle Jacob Baker who was
head of this old college or school.

“If you succeed in locating the
old church and my uncle's grave
by monumcent or marker, will you
please state date of his death and
age, and if still legibly marked,
where it is found. I am the only
child living of a sister of Jacob
Baker, and am now 87 ycars old,
Thank you and God bless you,

Address me West Point, Miss., 60

Court Street. Very truly.
 “A’H. FOX"
* ko

WEST POINT TO BIRMING-
HAM—This last living child of
Jacob Baker's sister would obvi-
ously appreciate any information
about Mr, Baker, the old school
or old Salem Church Graveyard !

:

in Elyton. Anyone who remem-
bers anything about it could write |
to A. H. Fox. H

* % w ;
~eTSOMINER BATRIOT—Who
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Funeral for Hicks . Baker,
75, 2526 Pike Road, will be af

natlve of Tuscaloosa,
er had lived in Birmi

45 years. He was 4

jam and Merrill W, Bake
’f’exmx«v\ Park, M 0

y, all of Tuscaloosa,
Frances Pilcher of Bi
ham: and twobroth

o Bk o Deland. P





image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg
HENRY J. MAYFIELD

TuscALGaA, ALARAVA - Teceenone

December 2, 1963

Hon. C.R. Holliman
Attorney at Law

528 North 20th Street
Birmingham 3, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holliman:

Judge Mayfield has shown me your letter of November 2, 1963.
My address is 1620 East 23rd Avenue, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. | would
be glad to see you at any time at your convenience, if you will
let me know a few days in advance.

My grandfather was Miachel Baker, who was born in the Northern
end of Tuscaloosa County in the 1820’s. | think his father was

named Alexander. Baker and was born in Sucrey County, h Carolina
or Clar ty, Georgia. | understand that your grandfather was
Gebrge Taker, who was Born.abovg,florthastt, Alabama, and lived at
Newtonville, and his father was’/.R. Baker, and he was born in
North Carolina.(7d.R. ‘s father. was Ceorge Baker, and he was born
‘tr=South Carolina. father’s brother was William Baker, and
Te SR i son and hed g great
many sons. One of his grandsons, who lived at Fayette was Lynn,
Baker, and his wife is Malinda Deavours, and she lives on Afyes
Street in Fayette, as you probably know. Lynn.Baker had a brother
named Lee Baker, and he es at Fayette,.Route 4, on the New
River at the old John Tyler Mac%l‘e‘s’xb ace.

If you wish to discuss this further, please contact Judge
Mayfield’s Office.

Sincerely,

hu/) Evars

Evans
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MISCELLANEOUS,

History of Walker County by Dombhart.

OBED. Bhker entered lands in Sec. 19, Tp. 15,

Range 9, in Walker County, on January 21, 1833.

WM. BAKER. entered land in Sec. 11, Tp.lk,

Range 7, West on March 1, 1834. He was born

on April 20, 1818, died December 22, 1905.

Wife: Mary, born May 1828, died August 26, 1906,
Both buried in Zion Cem. Lockhart Hill.

BETHEL BAKER, entered land in Sec. 17 Tp. 15,

NATHAN BAKER, entered land in Sec. 17, Tp. 15,
Range 9, W. on November 28, 1836.

DEMPSEY D. BAKER, entered land in Sec. 22, Tp.lh
Range 8, West on November 16, 1836.

BLIJAH BAKER, entered land in Sec. 18, Tp. 16,
Range 6 West, on June 13, 1836. He married
Mary A. Cain, daughter of James Camn, went to
California during the gold rush & never returned.
They had a daughter, Guinea, who married Mr.
Boshell, and a son Willis, who also later went

WILLIAM MINTER SHERER, Soh of William Sherer and
Martha Minter, was born in York District, S.C.

on June 22, 1826, came to Walker County about
1855, settled on farm near Jasper. Died Oct.

2, 1923, buried at New Prospect Cemebery. He

was married 3 times, 1lst in South Caroline to
Miss Good, 2nd in Walker County to Caroline Jpmes
daughter of William Wallace and Mary A. Jones,
and third to Sarah E. Love. Child of the 2nd
marriage was Fen. Sherer, who married Noland

JOSEPHINE L. JONES,married Jessie L. Bennett.

died June 20, 1914
and is buried at Laymgns. NOTE: She was a
daughter of RICHARD JONES AND WIFE NANGCY BAKER
JONES, AND is listed in 1860 census as "J.L.

THOMAS JONES married Vonie Grace.
GILES BAKER, married Susan Knight.

Page 125.
Range 9, W. on August 9, 1836.
to California.

Page 336.
Hudson.

Page 135.
She was born August 16, 1845
Jones".

Fage 204

Page 205.

Page 211.

SUSAN I. WHIINEY married William Gurgannus.

He was a medical doctor. She was the daughter
of Wm. T. Whitney and wife Amelia, of Paragould,
Arkansas.
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J. NEWTON BAKER, was a2 member of Co. "A" 26th Ala. Infantry
from Fayette County, in the CSA army. Was discharged in 1862.
Newellds History of Fayette Co.

WM. J. HASSELL, Fayette RFD-3, born 5-27-1841 in Tuscaloosa County,

enlisted 9-13-51 at Tuscaloosa, in 20th Ala. Inf. Co. "K" and

continued until May 1865. Surrendered at Saulsbury, N.C. & Paroled.
Newell's History of Fayette Co.

WILLIAM G. BAKER, Bankston, Ala., born 12-28-1839 in Fayette County,
enlisted as Private, 26th Ala Inf. Co. "A" on 9-17-1861. Discharged
with Wounds January 1864 at Orange Court House, Virginia. He

was Baptist Minister and held numerous pastorates in Fayette County.
He was wounded aiifattle of Sharpsburg, Md.

ELIZABLTH BAKER, who married Isaac Marion Whitney was born in
Jefferson County, Alabama, says Mrs. Charles Trammel of Fayette,
Alabama. It is therefore likely that her two older bsothers, s
R;chard J., and A{£?§e$§;“£§5§5%335;_llkewise born in Jefferson.
GEOHGE BAKER, shown in the 1850 census of Tuscaloosa County,

was shown to be 67 years of age and born in S.C. There was also
a Michael Baker, age 33, birth place not shown in said County.

JOHN BROWN AND P.E. WILSON were married in Fayette County, Ala.
on 9-8-187k.

THOMAS HOGG AND JOSEPH L. HOGG were defendants and witnesses in
a case b rought by John Dorroh in Cyrcuit Court of Tuscaloosa County,
in the 1832-35 range. Page 73 records.

ROBERT JONES, Sr., age 75, Born N.C. was a resident of Bickinsville,
in Pickins County in the 1850 census. Family 57-58, Wife: Elizabeth,
bogn in S.C., Robert J., aze 4O, Susan 36, Rebecca 24, all born in
S.C.

JOHN JONES, of Family #61-62, Pickins County, Census of 1850
age 71, Born in N.C. was also a resident of éickinsville.

PETER BAKER, born 1759 is shown in Census 1790, N.C. Pages 112-21-56
Pay BooksNC W-277, shows wife name Mary.

JESSE JONES , was an Elder in Primitive Bap. Church, and was one
of the mang preachers at Hopewell Baptist Church E. of Winfield
Highway & 6 miles N. of Fayette.

ELIZABETH J.5. WOMMACK and STEPHEN E. BELL were married in
Tuscaloosa County at the home of William Wommack on Dec. 6, 1859.

THOMAS SHELBY, whose will was given in last weeks column was the
son of Rees Shelby Sr and wife Mary (Blair). He lived in Anson
County from 1784 until 1810, moved to Rutherford County, Tenn.,
and in 1820 was in Maury County, Tenn, where he died in 1823.

He Married Hannah Polk. (Francis Baker sold to Rees Shelbﬁ lands
oh Lane Creek in Anson County in 1800). Above from The Monroe
Enquirer Jan. 31, 1963.
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MISCELLANEOQOUS DATA: WALKER COUNTY, ALABAMA.
History of Walker County, by Dombhart.

Page 29L. Andrew J. Nelson enlisted at "the Old Bﬁg e
vlace, now Steedman's Bridge. (This wai‘ e
farm of Francis Richard Baker, in Black Water
bottoms, near where Martha Ann Baker was buried).

Page 296. Arnette ;gum married Jemes Jones.
éi L
Page 296. cha=3, Odom married Julia Jones. (She was a

daughter of Francis Marion Jones, witksr a
brother wrneghew of Martha Ann jones Baker.
Francis Marion Jones is buried next to Martha
Ann. Ihe Child of JeamI. Odom and Julia Jones
("Alberta A. Daughter of J.I. and J.F. Odom,
born July 27, 1888, died March 18, 1889") is
also buried in cloce proximity to the grave

of Msrtha Ann Jones Baker. The Mother of Julia
Jones was Nancy Faught)

. . It is to be noted that W.H. Norris whose grave
»# /sl\‘\‘ is in the cemetery sbove referred to, married the
‘B widow of TFrancie Mariéh Jones.

Page 33i. John Minter Sherer, born in York District, S.C.
‘ in 1841, married in Walker Ccunty, Samarizmus
Jones, daughter of William Wallece Jones and

\ Artimissa (Garrison) Jones.

| Page 336. William Minter Sherer, born in York District, S.C.
1826, married 3 times, the second time was to

| Caroline Jones, a2 deughter of William W. Jones.

GILES W. JONES was post master at America Junction post office
on Mgy 21, 1497,

1860 Census. Walker County, Alabama.
Family 626-621. Jefferson Jones, age 24, born in Ala.

Eady , same
William L, same
James 6, same
Licurgus 4 same .

’
Note: Jefferson was a son of James Ausborn Jones, who in turn
was a son of Wallace and Susan (Beavert) Jones.

FRAN CIS RICHARD BAKER, Family 358, 1850 Census - Tuscaloosa.
1860 Census - Walker Col

1860 Census showed that he had reap propergty worth $2500.00 and
personal property valued at $800.,00. 2. ‘
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Q. here is the burial Place of THOMAS HILLMAN BAKER?
He was born in 1845 according to 1860 census, and
C;/,ﬁtcording to Aunt Betty Whitney's record, died on

By ebruary 21, 1863. He was therefore 18 years old.
kﬂfﬂﬁﬂj He was CSA soldier, it is thought.AD.

Possibly buried in same grave yard shere hés mosher
is, but no indication there.

W.H. NORRIS, whose grave is near tha Martha Ann Jones,
was the 2nd husband of the widow Francis Marion Jongs;
born Dec. 23, 1840, and wno died oeptember 20, 1869, and

who is buried in adjoining grave,to Martha Ann Jones.

Francis Marion Jones died of Sm:¥é426x~ The wife of

Francis Marion Jones, 1st name pnknown, was Nancy Faught.
(SwasS.

Julia F. Jones, daughterrof Francis Marion Jones, and
Nancy Faught, married Joh) I. Odom. Their child, Alberta
A. Odom is buried next to Francis Marion Jones in the
little Cemetery near the old Francis Richard Baker home.
These fields are in the Black Water Creek Botoms, near

the Cemetery where above parties are buried, are still very
fertle and productive, and adjoin the Nauvoo Paved Road.
Alford N. Baker occupied a farm on the Northeast side of
Black Water Creek.

MARTHA ANN BAKER, In her family, she lost a son, Alford N.
Baker on December 28, 1862, another son, Francis Fuller Baker
was killed in battle on Becember 31, 1863. She died on
January 20, 1863. Thomes Hillman Baker died on February 21,
1863, so the burden of deaths was heavy on her fapily that
year.
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BAKER FAMILY,

ALABAMA RECORDS - TUSCALOOSA COUNTY, Jones & Gandrud.

Page 77. Richard Jones married Nancy Baker on July 9,
1838.
Page 77. Hicha;d_Aj 30;e; ;a ried Gracy H. McMath o
November 7, 1835. }#%W%‘_z* z""’\\/l/
______ - i

Page 46. DEED, William Jones, Sr of Georgia deeds to —
Thomas Gray on May 27, 1823, lands in County. -
Page 65. DEED. William W. Jones & wife Margaret M.
to Robert Jemison, lots at Tuscaloosa, dated ~
Jan. 17, 1856,

ALABAMA RECORDS - TUSCALOOSA COUNTY,

Page 401. DEED. G.H. Baker (George Harvey Baker, son
of George Baker), and wife Frances A. Baker
conveyed to Joseph McGee, on October 31, 1857,
for $150,00, 4O acres in Section 19, Township
20, Range 9, West. Tuscaloosa County.

ALABAMA RECORDS - GREENE COUNTY, J&G.

REV, ZADOK Baker, a native of North Carolina, died on
April 1, 1836 in Greene County. He had resided there
several years. Authorized as a Baptist Preacher "in the
Holy Church of Christ" in August 1815 in Madison County
Alabama. NOTE: 8ee record of Henry Baker Will in
Bertie County, N.C. where Zadok Baker was cut off with
20 Pounds (Enslish).

ALABAMA RECORDS - FAYETTE COUNTY, J&G.

Wm. G, Baker wounded at Battle of Sharpsburg, Md.
He was Baptist Minister in various churches in Fayette
County, including Pleasant Hill & Bankston.

ALABAMA RECORDS # JEEFERSON COUNTY J&G . i

William Baker married Nancy Armstrong on Sevtember ‘11,1838
in Jefferson County, Alabama
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/”\ EQCOB HERROD BAKER, and wife, MARTHA V. BAKER,
Their Children:

T, WILLIAM HENRY BAKER, born August 8, 1836 at Jonesboro,
,_”ﬁ,ﬁv,,,Lgmﬁ»”ﬂ, . Tlabama. Entered University of Alabama 1856 as

2nd year student, then resided at Elyton . CSA
| . soldier, studied medicine and practiced at Calera,

Y ‘ Alabama after Civil War. Moved teo Waveland, near
. Jdenson, Florida, died there, did not marry.

... ]l 2, - RICHARD EMMETT BAKER Born July 13, 1838, at
aonesboro, Klabama. Entered University of Alabama
S| in 1856. He was then resiting at Elyton. Captain
‘ of Artilery, CSA. Graduated 1861 from University
Lre s with A.B. Degree. Planter near Belma, Alabama,
| married there. Moved to Waveland, near Jemson,
Florida, after Civil War. Died there. Issue:

B one girl child, who married and died without issue.

3. JOSEPHINE BAKER, called"Miss Jo". Thacher in rer
father's school. Single. Moved to Waveland, Florida,

‘7 - died there. . o s i REat. Bk
e JENNTR-BAKER . —teacher—inmher fatheris-schesks -t
: B Sinzle. Moved to Waveland, Florida, died there.
5. GEORGE BAKER, Single. Died at Waveland, Florida. |
— 6.  LEONA BAKE{,  Single, Died 2t Waveland, Florida.

This family is now extinct.

Prof. Baker, who was also a Baptist Minister, moved
to Ruhama Community in Jefferscn County, Alabama,
| in 1859, and opened his academy on the 61d Howard
L College site. Familg history is that Prof. Baker,
| his wife Martha, his Father in law, Richard Rockett
f and Motherinlaw, Martha Sadler Rockett were dismissed
from 0ld Salem Primitive Baptist Church near Jones-
boro in a church squabble over missiohs and doctrine.
oY | Prof. Baker then moved his family to Elyton where he
{ i continued his teaching career, and in 1859 removed
to Ruhama where his Father-in-law was residing.
There he continued his teaching on a larger scale,

operating a large boarding school. He was the first
A Superintendent of the Sunday School of Ruhama Baptist
Church, and a close personal friend of Hosea Holcombe
b early éagt;st leader and writer. His wife, and
o Father in law, and Mother-ih-law were charger members
of Ruhama Baptist Church.

_Reference:  Ruhama Church, by Thomas Huey.
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CorrespOndents on Baker Family:

1. Miss Frances Baker, 270 Reed Avenue, Sz1t Lake, Utah,

(16) is reported to have done considerale work on the Baker
line. She came to Newtonville and talked with a number of

@

preople. Correspondence of Apri s \ ul
however.

2. Miss Clara Laney, box 249, Monroe, North Carolina,

is related to the Blakeney family, and writes a gengology

Column in the Monroe Enquirer, twice monthly.

3 Mn.ss Sarah Baker, 815 17th Avenue, Tuscaloosa, is a

She is a Sister

grand daughter of George Harvey Baker.
of Mrs.Caples who worked, or yet works in the Court house

“there-

M3 Lucy Baker, daughter of John Francis Baker, amd

H1s Ty

ﬁrand daughter of ﬁlchard Jones Baker, RFD-2 Box 213,

asper, Alabama. - L
. e 9 lposice,
5. lMp, Riley EVEHS :gé’e‘ Loome ol Q%WA» ol

- ¥ :.7 Avenue, luscaloosa, Maoama,
is said to have been distantly related to George W. Baker.

- Is supposed to h%quﬁe—a lot—of information on the —
George Baker Family. 7z 9 /(6 R0- 2 23 croe-

& Mr ThomasL Holliman, 904 Kings Court, NE Atlanta Ga.

7. Mrs. Julla Kilgore, l+616 Court 3. Enx]_ey, 785 8955

8. MNr. & Mrs. Buren Sulllvqnié%aéﬁ Cg;ﬁén Arve.if;\liiEh Bham. A

?‘?»»)Zd/cﬁ //L?%ﬁm‘f, Z

10 ey, rCopretliey, 2331 W,&uﬂgﬁﬁ 7_
U Ple Rucioe A . Mudo 208 <5900 4. MW?

12 77)1/7?/% /829- /g/)é&gxe:,# %7*»-—47..,





