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7 :’l , Published by INTRODUCTION
2
‘ FAMILY LINE Pugy, The information contained in this book was abstracted from
J(?‘?() Rear 63 Eage ugiicg::ows the original book found in the Register of Wills Qffice in Bel
Hh-tlin-tnr: Maryland ;??; Air, Harford County, Maryland, entitled "Orphans Court DPocket,
7 1778~1797." The title is a bit misleading as it conteins the
actusl records of the court proceedings from ‘Februery, 1778 to
GENEALOGY » LOCAL HISTORY * Y January, 1800, '
MARYTAND # . 5
D * PENNSYLVANIA DELAWARE * wAs These old dockets and proceedings of the Orphans Court
HI"GTOH, p.C. contain genealogical information that may not be found anywhere
else in the courthouse. MHany entries pertain to the apprentice-
ship of children (referred to as orphans even though one of
Send for rree Catalogue their parents mey be still alive) who were "bound out" to some-
gue. one to Teayn a Lrade or craft for a designated period of time,

or untll reaching a certain age {21 for boys and 16 for girls).
Oftimes, both their age and birth dete are given, a3 well as a
parenL’s nawe, Muny are listed in the settliang of the estate,
oftimes naming their parents, siblings, and other relatives. In
some cases respecteble citizens were appointed by the court tao
acL in settling matters in dispute, and in many instances the
real property of the deceased (land, houses, improveaments) is
fully described in the record. Most disputes pertain to the
complaints filed against family members and interesied parties

| for not settling and distriburing the estate in a timely manner.

' Comparable information for the period prior to 1777 cao be

| found records of the Prerogalive Court of Maryland found at the

| Maryland State Archives in Annapolis. Following the QOrphans

: Courc Docket Book which ends circa 1800, are the General Entries

| Books held by the Register of Wills Office in Bel Air which
contain similar information beginning in 1800,

Henry C. Peden, Jr.

Published gy, 1990

iii




SBAMUEL GRAFTON Lo snswer complaint about his guardianship
WILLIAM McGUVEREN, ogrphan. Did not appear.
PHILIP COALE to answer complaint of JAMES GILES (no return),
THOMAS GILES to answer complaint of JAMES GILES (no return).
STEPHEN HILL and JAMES RIGDON to answer complaint of MARTHA
SMI''H. Appeared (nothing recorded)
JAMES RILEY tu answer complaint of ROBERT FORSTER., Appeared.
Ordered by the Court to settle Estate of BARNEY RILEY,
SAMUEL WEBSTER, RICIIARD WEBSTER & MICHAEL WEBSTER 1o answer
complaint of JAMES RENSHAW, Appeared (nothing recorded)
WILLIAM HITCHCOCK (o ansver complaint about hig guardianship of
SAMSON EGAN, MARY EGAN, CLEMENTINE EGAN, and SARAH EGAN,
Appeared and case dismissed due to his Complying.
WILLIAM JOHNSON to answer complaint of FRANCES GORDON,
{noLhing recorded).
Court ordered JaMES RILEY, acting executor of BARNEY RILEY, taq
settle up fully & Pass a final account by Oct. 23rd.
EDWARD CAIN, a maimed soldier of the 4th Maryland Regiment, of
Colonel Hall, granited 11 paunds, 5 shillingas,

YALLENTINE SMITH, o muimcd soldier of Col, Nichola's Corps of
Tuvalids, gruated 15 pounds up Lo September 140h,

JAOSIAS JOUNSON came into Cosrt and choge BAVID CLARK oy hixy
guurdlun, Securittey; THOMAS JONNSON & BARNETT JOUNSON,

JAMES CRELITON oo pnswer complaint of ELIZABETH CREITON.

MARY VARCLEAVE 1o ahdwer conpluine of MARTHA SMITI und show
cause why JOHN VANCLEAVE's e3tate had not been settled.

MARY FLANNAGAN ro answer the complaint of DR, FRANCIS NEAL.

ALEXANDER RIGDON and ANN RICDON, executrix of the goods and
chatiels of JOHN JOUNSON, deceased, ro show cause why the
eslate of the deceassed had not been fully settled. Both
dppedred. "Matters setiled go far."

WILLIAM HOLLIS to show cause why the estate of WILLTAM HOLLIS,
deceased, had ot been fully Ssettled, and tq answer
complaint of JESSE BUSSEY

Court appointed WILL1AM BRADFORD & JOHN McCOMAS (of D
a@ppraise the gonds and chattels g
into the hands of JOHN HUSTON,
dec'd., and now in the hands of
the deceased's last will and teg

FEBRUARY COURT, 1783

By rule of Lhe Orphans Court ig the April Term of
involving WILLiAM RICHARDSON, the administrator of SAMUEL
CURRY, deceased (plaintife) and BENNETT JARRETT
(dufundnnl), arlitrators JOHN TAYLOR and RICHARD BIDDLE
considered Lhe atlegations agd egxamined the witnesses ang

evidence, anpd have deturmined Lhat BENNETT JARRETT shall
Pay unto WILI, 1AM RTCHARDSON (b sk of 5 pounds, 5
shillings, and The cost of [ hig SUit, and glye ;p Lhe
CO-partnerahip hook ol suld GURRY &OUARRETY (g sa -
Richavdson ang ull accounts he suld Jarreys Muy have jp
his Podsesyion relative Lo Lhe Partnership, Given under
“their hands this 70y day of Fcbruury, 1788,

JAML% CRETTON (o ufnsvwer Lhe coaplaing of BLTZABET| CREITON

SAMUEL WEBSTER (af Samuel), RICHARD WEBSTER, MICHALL, WEBSTER and
JOHN BARNEY to testify on thejr knawledge of 4 matter

pending betweep JAMES KENSHAW and Lhe estar f s
WEBSTER, deceased, Appearecd, State of SAMURL

Appeared

aniel) to
..... ~+. WALTHOM paid
late of Harford County,
ROBERT DUTTON, executor gof
tamenc,

1787 in a case
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5, executors
EL 1z y LOVE, Esq., and ROBERT HARRIS,
LLIZAB?TQBERSISHQHJQEN ; ﬁggggﬁﬁ, Lo show cause why they had
- ‘ : d Appeared,
fully settled the estate.
HILLIKSLHOthé, administrator OE ?{LLIg?[?SELiié i:i:tze:;dtglso
how cause why he had not fully s
io answer the complaint of QESSE BUSSE:% HARRTS
SAMUEL WEBB to answer the complaint of ROBICAJAH MITéHELL.
BAMOEL SHTTH (of ﬂnswer)thﬁaﬁgmgﬁi;ﬁt gidMLILE SMITH to answer
MITH (of Robert), v
SAMUEthz compiaint of WILLTAM SMITH (of Robert).

A he had not fully settled the
GRIFFITH to show cause why he ) :
SAMUEzsiite of GEORGE GARRETSON and to give an account of his
guardianship te the orphans of said Ggiiigsogéceased‘ ‘o
WLILLIAM HOLLIS, administrator of WILLIAM u s RS
show cause why he had not passed 33;;??1 accz;aint
y com .
z inistrallon and answer JESS5E B 8 . o
WlllligmﬁgiKINS and ELIZABETI HUSBANDS to answer complaint o
OSHUA IUSBANDS, ‘ - . ocued
JO%HPd BYER Lo unswer complaint of HENRY RUgP: t???mons i
I for JAMES BENNETT to L?stif¥ gor ;hf[?pagng" LQ naver
JEL SMEFI, MARY SMITI (Hls“w1 c) an ‘a A
SANt cumpluiél ol WILLIAM SMITH (of HuerE).?ABFT” CRELTON.
JAMES CRELITON Lo answer Lhe compI?ithnffhti, FéANClSANEAL,
ANNAGAN vo answer the compluint o . L.
g?ggGEIQUUNG to answer complaint of WILLIAM WILSON {of Wm.)}

SOURT, 1788 -
ﬁigék gggﬁELL Lo answer the complaint of CORBIN COULTLER

JOSEPH DYER to answer complai;t D{ ﬁEf?ngUFF. Summoned JAMES
T i for the plaint . _
RGBER?Egggi} ;zdt;E;JiaLN FORD, Administrators De~Bgnlng::53:r

he poods and chattels of JOHN DORNEY, decgabe .

zomplaint of WILLIAM MORRTS, a representat;;:ér the
SAMUEL CUMMINS and SAKAH CUMMINS {COMHINS)ft;AEY e

complaint of REBECCA CALHOON, admx. o .

1788 )
jggEiSSS?TéENEDICT EDWARD HALL, JOHN LOVE, WILLIAM SMITHSON.

T ; to audit
i NABE and THOMAS JOHNSON, Esq., ;
Gourt aPPOIEE?g fsgNeriaLe of BENJAMIN WHEELZER, 1late ufdﬁdrford
Endnfe (Conditions placed by the Court.on the audit
ig;iczied that BENJAMIN WHEELER lefr a widow)

HER JOIN COX o
i D 3ON, DR, JOUN ARCHER and 1O g )
Court apPOlUlUﬂ HFNRtlyik? WILLEAM HUSTANDS and JUSEPH BUSHANDY
aud it the “{2011(:““pd. (Note caveaaesd inve 4 he |un9|ﬂlar“~
wrnlhv1wlr3::dllhul the oy "lvnprululvd JUMN O LEE LB
|7 jndic '

. . e oahove puy o, . ) ‘ )
ol ‘l!“”N l":'”('-i‘i':’u:,(l:ur ol GEDITON VANCLEAYE, Lo show ‘t{li:l:':l.. why
SAMUEL. I.hh,] udl;]“]":;-]’ I-y getLled the estute, ond Lo nnswer L
he had nao +

: i BARNARD PRHSTQN. ) s CLENDENNIN
anpl?l“L‘U%HUNAq GLBSUN, SAMUEL R&lN, ond %AMIS (h Acting

ot P he accounts of CAPT. KOBEKT HARKIS snd the pcti
to auflingi :EEAHAM WHITAKER, deceased, accounts again
ixeculo

said Whitaker 's cstate.
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ERIFFITH and GREENBERRY DORSEY to appraise said estate
as shall be the share or dividend of said orphan, the
guardian to sell such part of the said estate as is
perishable (negroes excepted) and the money put to use
for the support of the orphaan.”
STATE agst. JARRARD HOPKINS, "Contempt, or will show cause
why he merried Rurh, a free woman, to a negro slave,™
HOLLI1S HANSON, administrator of BENJAMIN HANSON apsc, RACHEL
GALLION, administratrix of JAMES GALLION, To show why
she d{d nat fully settle and make up Gallion's estatLe
JONN BUCKLEY and wife, againat THOMAS GILBERT. Said Cilhe;t Lo
answver a certain complaint to be made known im Court
Cltut:z:ptctznﬁ ?n agrﬁetticed lud's learning,
CETT] or SEDGEWICK JAMES 3
of WILLIAM CANNON. (No ret.urn.;0 anaver the camplaint

NOVEMBER COURT, 1783
JOUN HASSEY chose 1SAAC MASSEY as his geordiaon, witlh FSAAC
o WEBSTER wnd JOIN 1. WEBSTER upproved ax sévurlllu; '
ELIVZABETH AMOSS, aduinistiruteix ol JOSHUA AMOSS rcdncéicd
the Court Lo allow PANTEL TREDWAY am un nasistant fa
Heldbing the estate of JUSHUA AMUSYS, deceased Court
aldawed Lim und ROBERT HARRIS Lo Utk ay ussi;taéts
chru{gulut{vcs afl RICHARD JAMES against SEDGEWICK JAMEé
CHARLES BARER aad Wite, wdminisirators of MAURICE BAKER ) h
%uusuvuhy Lhey had pol Fully seitled said estate » b show
Securitics: THOMAS SAUNDERS and JOSEPH SAUNDERS.- Real

esbiule pearly value to be esti x E
W Tty vl T ¢ estimaved by JAMES McCONNOLL

HﬁCRMHER COURT, 1783
OLLIS HANSON complains the Es
NS 2 tate of JAMES GALLIO
ol seivled and prayed for a trusctee to be apNéi:féd?as
:;:r:?: {no ﬂgme). JOHUN RUFF and GEORGE PATTEESON ue;e
ers. erishable arricles of
Court ordered DANIEL TREDMAY and CAPT, R(J;E;‘?“:Aéglge Soaiit
2uch parts of the estate of JOSHUA AMOSS, derensry “oil
JOHN TRE::?:ry te pay rthe debts due by the said decease& as
X wILLia:sggIég :n ?arch 15, 17B4, bound until age‘ZI
o lea i
- far as che FoIG o threz? to read, write apgd cipher as
SbSHIELDS. son of JOJIN SHIELDS, aged 4 on OcL. |
u::ugrrflii ase 21 Lo RALPU PILES, 4R arn
iy e ptte and cipher as far as Lhe ru;' »
JOHN :g:LLDb& son of JONN SHIELDS, aged 2 1; ;:v:;;:t' 1783
nox glc arge Lo the county, bound to MARY RHDBESIunt'l.
S&MUELEHILséﬂa:ngQ hedtagght to read and write, !
ested the Court chal he hp * »
?uardiun of his infant sou, WLLLIAM Hltsu:pp?iﬂltd {hu
c:luni gty muatier thuy wuy be in dispuie 16 rssffgcl-
tth? B Jand dJevised to hio Lhe said WILLIAM HlLEO; ;0
CORBIN LEEESL will and Lesrament of AQUILA PACA, JR 1
chose h?s Father JAMES LEE as his u;rd'
superintend his business respectin P )
to him by AQUILA PACA, JR.'s

1743,
to learn to read

oo dec.”
an "to
8 the land devised
last vill and vestament "
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FEBRUARY COURT, 1784
THOMAS JEFFERY against HUGH JEFFERY. To show/cause why he had
not administered the Estate of MARTHA JE
Citation issued to HUGH KIRKPATRICK to show cause W
not administered the Estate of THOMAS NESBIT (NEASBIT).
HUGH JEFFERY agst, ELIZABETH JEFFERY. (Nature not stated)
Court bound & negro boy named BENNETT, aged 11 an Sept. 13,
1783, to JOHN FORWOOD until ape 21 to learn to read and
do plantation business, with usual freedoms at age 21.
JOSEPHK PRESBURY, orphan of WILLIAM, chose JAMES WETHERALL,
sadler, as his guardian, with JAMES McCOMAS and JOSEPH
PRESBURY, of JOSEPH, as securitYosT Court ordered the
estate of the said JOSEPH FRESBURY (of William), now in
the hands of SAMUEL GRIFFITH, Acting Administratoer, to
be delivered and patd to JAMES WETHERALL the guardian.
CORBIN LEE chase JACOB FORWOOD as his guardian, with GABRIEL
CHRISTIE and JOHN PATTERSON approved as securities,
Court ordercd JAMIES McCOMAS and JOIIN DURHAM to oppraise the
goods and housohoTd—Tarniiure of JOSIUA BROWNE for his
brother JOUN THOMAS BROWNE according Lo father's will,
WILLUAM STANBIFOH#D, aged 12 ow December 10, 1783, bound to
LANCELWUY CARLILE wntil age 21 to learn the carpenter's
trade and read, write and cipher to the rule of three.

MARCH COURT, 1784
Justices: JOHN LOVE, THOMAS JONNSON, WILLTAM SMITHSON,

WILLTAM BOND and ABRAHAM W KER
THOMAS JAMES and wife oflere APT. CHARLES BAKER and ASEL

HITCHCOCK as securities for cthe Esctate of SAMSON AGAN.

Citation issued against EDWARD PARKER at request of BENNETT
BUSSEY., (No return.)

Citation issued against THOMAS JAMES at the request of JAMES
BARTON to glve security. Gave security, and discharged,

Citation issSued agst. GABRIEL CHRISTIE to show cause why he
claimed sold property in a vessel which was in part the
property of AQUILA PACA, deceased. Alsc summoned were
GEORGE PATTERSON, EDWARD CARVIL TOLLEY and JOSIAS HALL
to testify for the plaintiff. Christie did not appear
and there was no return on those sunmoned in this case.

LUKE HANSON, aged 16, bound until age 21 to JAMES WALKER to
tearn the ranner and currier's trade.

SAMSON AGAN chose WILLIAM HITCHCOCK as his guwardian, with
ASEL HITCHCOCKX and CAPT. CHARLES BAXER as securities,

Court appointed WILLFAM NNITCHCOCK as guardian to MARY ACAN,
CLEMENTINE AGAN, and SARAIL AGAN, with ASEL HITCHCOCK
and CAPY. CHARLES BAKER approved as securities,

Court appointed WILLIAM BRADFORD and RICHARD RUFF to
wpproise Vhe estale remalning for distribution Lo the
chilbdren ol JONATHAN MASSEY, decensed, noew in the hawds
ofe JONATHAN WOODLAND.

APRIL COURT, 1784 .

Citation issuwed Lo SEDGWICK JAMES, executor of RICHARD JAMES
deceased, Lo show cause why he had not administered the
vstale fully, (James was given more tiwe to comply.)}

Citavion issued Lo JOSEPHL JACOB WALLACE and THOMAS WALLACE,
executors of GRACE WALLACE, to phow why the eatate of
the deceased bhad not been fully secticd.
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