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iv JNTRODUCTION."

and is ready to be further developed, even to the high-
est degree of importance and intricacy, in proportion
as the social principle itself becomes more extended and
more complicated in its constitution.

Add new members to the family; collect several fam-
ilies together and form them into one tribe; place a

- number of tribes holding friendly relations with one
another in a less limited tract of land; then will the
spot occupied by each tribe, every village or cluster of
inhabitants belonging to the same tribe, every hill and
thicket andybrook—in a word, the land and the gath-
ering of men upon it assume proper names, just as the
tribes had already done before, and the families and
the individuals that constituted them.

From this outline of the first elements of social
life, let us remove, in thought, for a moment, and place
ourselves in the heart of civilized existence. The names
of lands and dwellings have changed into the designa-
tions of powerful states and magnificent cities; names
which will be familiar for centuries after the grass has
grown over and hidden even the ruins of their palaces
and their fortresses and obliterated thie very traces of
their existence, and after political or naturally induced
revolutions have depopulated, divided and totally dis-
membered the provinces of mighty empires. . Here the

names of men distinguish the individual members of a’

great social body, magistrates, princes, chiefs of the
great civil and political whole; and among these names,
all of them less or more important at present, there

are some which hereafter shall be handed down to his- °

tory as a rich inheritance, an ohject of envy to the am-
bitious, and a pattern of conduct to the wise. -
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THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY
OF
THE NAME OF

ALEX ANDER.

HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL,

THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF ALEXANDER.

The name Alexander is of Grecian origin and signifies a
“Helper of Mep.” The name was first used as a surname, but
upon the introduction of the christian name it was adopted by -
many who appreciated the advantage of the advance in nomen-

clature. There is no doubt that it had been used for some time

as a christian name in Scotland before the period of which
history speaks, when we are informed that Alexander Mac
Donald, second son of Donald, King of the Isles, had two sons
who adopted the christian name of their father as a surname
for themselves and their descendants.  Numerous clans of
Alexanders descended from the ancient clan of the MacDonald,
including both a nobility and a commonalty. The chiefs of
these clans at first resided in the South of Scotland and were
Iarls of Sterling and Dovan.

In the period following the rebellion, by the defeat and out-
lawry of certain of the Irish chiefs under the reign of James I
of England, who was also James VI of Scotland, vast estates
were divided into small tracts and given to the Scotch Prot-

"estants on the condition that they should settle permanently in

Ireland. King James had a' dual object in view in this act,
one to replace the Catholics by Protestants, and the
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other io secure for himself loyal subjects in the place

of rebels. A settlement of Scotch Presbyterians in the midst
of the Celtic Catholics meant a perpetual and inéreasing

garrison of triends of the home government iu the midst of a -

hostile population, and which proved the wisdom of James I,
when under the reign of William 111, of Orange, they saved
I[reland for the British Crown. .

The distance from Scotland to Treland at some points is less
than twenty miles, and {housands of Scots, all men of enterprise,
cnergy and above the average in intelligence, went over and took
possussion of the confiscated lands, and among those who availed
themeelves of this opportunity were many of the Alexanders,
who settled in Counties Antrim, Armagh and Down.- These

families included both the cormmonalty and nobility, many of |

whom long enjoyed and do still enjoy hereditary pobility and
honorable positions both in church and state.

In after years, under (C‘atholic governments, the descendants °

of the Scots in Ireland were bitterly persecuted, and early in
the last century large numbers of them, including many of the
yeomanry bearing the name of Alexander, and probably of the
same clan, emigrated to America during the different periods
of her colonial history, sometimes in single families, and some-

times in groups of families, and settled at various points along’
the Eastern coast from’ Nova Scotia on the North to the Caro- .
Linas on the South, but the settléments were principally in -

Pennsylvania, From these first gettlements they became S0
widely dispersed that familicé of the same name are now found
in almost every ‘part of the United States. These families
of Alexanders have been nearly all striet Presbyterians in. reli-

gion, Scotch in nationality, and strongly characterized by the.
well known peculiarities of that intelligent, hardy, industrious,
and liberty-loving people. The evidence is strongly in favor of -
the conclusion that they were originally of the same Scottish -,
clan, yet owing to their long aeparation, partly in the old -

countries hefore emigration, and partly in the new, where they =
arrived at different times and places, it is difficult to determine .

anything definite concerning the degrees of consanguinity—
this has been found to be the case in tracing several of the
earlier Alexander families who came to America from the same

parts of the British Isles, and no certain knowledge of relation- ~
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ship has been found to exist bet
i : ween them. Th
ﬁl:;se ;:;uptrg, fIimpmg that by a change of reside;ge aﬂ) (;;III&E! atq
unrest a-tline ield for the exercise of their industrjy and s]{'li1
and t{l : nl: :ﬁioylrll:teng offthmr religious opinions. They brou;;hi,:
~with red of oppresslon and the.l
in its fullest measure e anil oy edom
strarg_lglle . iudepende;l C:.ss was afterwards manifested in our
illiam Alexandre is mentioned in Wri i
liam A in Writs of Parliament. The
tle icholas Alexandre appears in the famous Hundred
With five Alexanders in th
6 / New Test it di
e e estament, it d
HE:); r:?{*{:jll:lﬁty o}f the great commander Alexandler J:Ldornfc)ltla];efg
fhore fab Otéuz l:j{;ozzet;)orgfke tc}llis name common. In Scotland
e name of A ained great favor both i
cottage. The softer form was always used, asOAlisl;,luxlljgll‘aéce and

CO ATS-OF-ARM .
ALEXANDERS OF ENGLAND.

Arus: Pe
' : sr pale ar. and sa. a ;
. . a chev, and in b
coul ) * ase a
nterchanged, a canton az. charged with a harp or crescent,

CrEsT: On a wreath, a cubi ‘ ;
pomel and hilt or. » & cubit arm erect holding o sword ppr.

z

ALEXANDERS OF SCOTLAND.

. v
A].A.MB. I Ccr pﬂlc_, aIg. and Sa-, a ChBiIOll, m a baSO CIESLBnt,

and in chief a fleur-de-lys all countcrchanged, with a bordure

gu, and or.

g‘ilzJJ:Ts: -ﬁi)n clephant passant, ppr. -
0: Persev ia vinei ich  me 5
. erantia vineit, whjch means, Perseverance

ALEXANDERS IN IRELAND.

munlzzfrsc}.miig Pil;r :r‘;am:d 8d., 4 cll;levron, and in base a crest
ow : yan. nton az, i ;1
sinister chief point, a mullet of i}?e 1:;-1? or stringed ar.; in the

CresT: A dexter arm embowed, holding a dagger, all ppr

charged ist wi
_ D;%Tmo:n the wrist with a mullett or,

Land.”

P -
er mare, per terros., which means, “By Sea and
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- THE FIRST OR THE NAME OF ALEXANDER. *

Very few names have been so long and extensively used both
as @ christian and surnatme. For more than two thousand years
it has been, found pmong gll the nations that have received
. the literature and civilization of Greece and Rome. ' 1t is not
known when it began io be used as a first or christian name In
Scotland, but the genealogy of the British Peerage, printed in
1840 by the Bdmund Lodge of London, informs ue that Alex-
ander McDonald, gecond son of Donald, King of the Isles, had
two sons who adop the christian mame of their father as a

- syrname for themselves and their descendants. Thus & numer
ous clan of Alexanders descended from the ancient clan of the
alty. Their

McDonalds, including both - nobility and a coramon
residence was first in the South of

and (Hasgow.. Their chiefs were
Dovan. In the eivil and religious revolutions and “persecutions -
of that country many of this elan were gcattered from Reotland
into England, and especially into the North of Ireland, where,
besides the commonalty, some families have long enjoyed and
do still enjoy hereditary nobility and honorable positions both
in church and state. R S
The yeomanry of this name and probably of the pame clan
came gradually to America in considerable numbers during the
whole period of her colonial history; sometimes in single fam-

ilies, and sometimes in groups -of families. One of the first
settlers in New England wag Jam

employ of Theodore Atkinson; and died in 1644

In 1688 several of -the name of Alexander lande
 hatten Jeland, where the city of New York now stgnda.
~descendants of these families went into Peupsylvania and into.

North Carolina. -
As early as the year 1665 some pet
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ihe Barls of Stirling and

d at Man-

Hlers of the name of Alex-

ander began to purc

‘the eastern ghore 0
- one hundred years, after which they began to migrate.

About 1675
largely engaged in buying and gellin
Mad. . ‘

Tn 1714 two thousand acres of lan
lenburg was bought by
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:Scotland about Edinburgh .
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o5 Alexander; he was in the

The .. .

hase land in the most southern county-of
¢ Maryland. They Aourished there for about

William Alexander, senior and junior, were
g land in Qomerset county,

d in Munster and Mecke
geveral families of the name of Alexander.
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THE ALEXANDERS IN AMERICA.

A thor
Alexam;):;uggmllyerustal_ of the following life sketches of not
. A}’e o dnen in all walks of life, will reveal th noted
that the Alexanders have been actively and intimatel ¢ fact
A, f:esmstma], civil, industrial and comlmey ?ﬂlﬂocmt.ed
natura]lyc:r; aail;di ntoo becol?fd conversant with their ﬁgior;ﬁ::}fl;
ur childre i 1
the marlts ‘:)rfs ::atzim.el:(:hants they have built cities and illumined
have obiained et, n tl}e fleld of science and medici oy
they have prodacet maon ot oos Mn.the atena of stat Candhy
at the barp anglqu men of thought and men of a.ctiee nffangh.]p
shown erudition arﬁ' ;r}l};doaﬁmilfstr{ition of justice 't?ll;}” “1”11;1::
turers they h . N & clergymen, ed
and artisty they have contribntel b musicians, somposers
s atithors andy ave contributed profusely to aociafl Clﬁ?lfnl?osers
laurel wreath of ?ﬁ: ﬂzl&?s,;oare hworthy to be crowned1 \?vitﬁni
ond . a3 heroes of i "
nd later wars they have rendered Patrigzilgn;eai;izzvogti}nary
, each one

- of whom has added luster to the name off Alexande
r.

ALEXA
NDER, AARON 1., clergyman, was born in May

© 1861, i ‘
in Cecil County, Md. He was educated in the publi
ia

schools, the State No

k X rmal, and at Wilmij

is pasto i t g |

pregidenl;; ‘c:)ff 1;,51;;1 lﬁrst Baptist church of Bﬁii?;mﬁtllglf-' s

presicent of the 1 c;:::i;rs fCi?}lllference of Southwestern el\f e’b:nd
ec! of the Bapti iati e

man of the Missionary: Committgefst %&;o%aal;gza m]l? a’f haﬁ-

afe M.

ers. His father wags al ini
ALEXAN 50 & minister of the gospel. .
North Caroli?lfR’ ﬁ%’ PRAHAM, Statesmﬂn:gg’age born in 1718 i
colonial legislab e represented Mecklenburg C niTis
meeting ‘w"E-lshature prior to 1775. He was gh ounly in the
ation of Indl:pe]r(ﬁ;mmously adopted The Meckl:;llgjllll:n I())f ]the
N. C. ce. He died April 23, 1786, near ghar(;ztgil;:
. ALEXAND ‘ ’
ington county E‘}% AI]:I)AM R., congressman, was born in W
, Va. He was elected a representative in congash.-
Tess

I i
~ from Madison county, Tenn., from 1823 to 1827



