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Ancestors and Des. of Lewis Hale, by Olive Scott
Benkleman in Grayson Co. Historical Society. Lewis
Hale is buried at the Moxley home now owned by
Nancy Stone, Elk Creek,Va.

John Hall is on Osborne’s militia list. Richard H.
is named in the John Hash will, 1784. F.B.Kegley
lists the Hall name among those of English origin
(Sayers, 212). Richard Hall (probably the one who
is grandson of Hash) married Sally Bedwell in
1816.

Halsey is originally an English name, then found
in records in New England and Long Island. Also
found on the Eliz. Town, N.J. Petition. James
Halsey was in Mont. Co. Va. records in 1786; in
1815 Moses H. had land on Wilson Creek. Many
Halseys lived along the Va.-N.C. border near
Mouth of Wilson in Grayson, Ashe, and Alleghany
counties. For further records, see Rufus Clinton
Halsey, Halsey, 3 vols. Also refer to Guy and Jane
Halsey, Independence,Va.

Felix and Joshua are on the Prior to 1800 List.
According to Sturgill History, the Hanks families
who were pioneer settlers along the Va.\N.C.border
were all sons of Richard Hanks,sr. and his wife,
Mary Hinds, of Richmond Co.,Va.,Amelia Co.,Va.,
Guilford Co.,N.C. & Rowan Co.,N.C. These sons
included Abraham, Joshua, ~and John. Joshua
received a land grant in 1783 at Pipers Gap in
present-day Carroll Co. Abraham stayed there

that winter helping Joshua build a log cabin

while awaiting the birth of a child; this child,
born Feb.1784 was Nancy Hanks who became the
mother of Abraham Lincoln. While in Pipers Gap
Abrahanm Hanks’oldest daughter, Sarah, met and
married Lewis Sturgill and they settled on a

farm they bought at the junction of Johns Creek
and New River in present Grayson Co. It is said
that Abraham Hanks & wife and his brother Joshua

& wife are all buried in the old Quaker cemetery
at Pipers Gap. There are many descendants who

live along the Va.\N.C. border. Ref.is David
Sturgill.

Hash family came out of Phil. Co. Pa. Tax lists
and land records show Joseph H. there in 1734 and
William in 1773. Genealogists believe this name is
a variant of Hatch (the s and ¢ sounded the same).
"01d" John Hash and family came down the Wagon
Road through Shenandoah Co., Va., where the eldest
son John, by the first wife, remained, and the
others moved on later to Mont. Co. Va. William H.
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and others on the Osborne militia list. oral tra
dition states that Hashes and Osbornes came int:
the New River area together. (see VMHB,1978). O
John’s sons: Wm. H. m. Eleanor Osborne (dau. of
Ephraim), Thomas H. m. Ruth Sturgeon (Sturgill),
John, by the 2nd wife, m. Dosia Sturgeon. A
daughter Rebecca m. Frank Sturgeon, another m. a
Hall (will names grandson Richard Hall). Burial
place for Wm. and Eleanor is Bridle Creek Mth. Ch
On 1815 list Wm. Hash, jr. had land on Bridle
Creek and John Hash had land on Fox Creek, as di
Wm. H. sr.

Jacob Huffman is listed in the 1780s taxpayer
lists in Mont. Co.,Va. (Fothergill 63).

Some Howells are found in Phil. Co. Pa. records
located near Joseph Hash. Also Howells are found
in Burlington Co. N.J. and Maidenhead, N.J.
lists. The earliest in Mont. Co. Va. was George
H., b.c. 1772, m.c. 1793 to Polly Oskorne; Georg
was a first sargeant in Osborne’s militia, and i
also on the 1786 tax list in Mont. Co. A William
Howell is also on the militia roll. Geo. H. had
land on New River (1815), as did Wm. H., jr. and
sr. on New R. at mouth of Fox.

A John or Jonathon Isom was on the 1782 and 1786
tax lists, Mont. Co. Va, and also served in
Osborne’s militia. Jonathon Isom was also named
a magistrate in Mont.Co. between 1778-1790 (Kegel
107). There was another, Elijah Isom, who
entered the area July 25, 1783. John Isom,jr.
left his son 215 acres by the mill on Ben’s Creek
joining Robinson land. The family is listed i
original records of Meadow Creek Bapt. Church. Se
nore on Isoms in Isom Family (E292 in Grayse
Hist. Soc.).

The James family came into Wythe and Smyt
counties in the 1750s, and probably a little late
into the Grayson area; Fields text lists George
James on the Prior to 1800 LIst (57). Welch name.
In Fields text the article on Flatrigde lists
Hiram Jenkins as a pioneer settler there, no
date given (291). Not on militia lists. F.B.Kegle
groups Jenkins with the Welsh (Sayers, 212).

In court records 1793 a William Jennings is name
in regard to property where a road is to be built
(Fields, p.55). On 27 Nov.1798 Presley Jennin
was deeded 303 acres on Chesnut Creek from the

McKinzies. Elizabeth Jennings m. Thomas Hamilton
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Timothy Murphy is in the tax list of Mont. Co.
Va. in 1782. He is buried in the Murphy family
cenmetery at Meadow Creek on land now belonging
to Clarence Cox. For further information contact
Mrs. A.D.Creasy of Galax.

In Pioneer Settlers, Nuckolls states that
according to family tradition three Nuckolls
brothers from York, England, came to Jamestown,
Va.; their descendants spread out in Virginia.
From the brother John came a line into Louisa Co.
with a John who m. Mary Garland circa 1776. Then
circa 1790 John & Mary’s family moved from Louisa
to New River on Meadow Creek, following a cousin
Charles Nuckolls, who came in 1780. Eventually
John & Mary returned to Louisa, but several sons
remained in the Grayson area, as did descendants
(some moved on to Tn. & Ky.) see Nuckolls, Ch.III.

Ephraim Osborne, a fur trader, and his family, in-
cluding sons  Ephraim, 3 Enoch,  Stephen,
Jonathon, and Solomon came into the Grayson area
circa 1765 from the forks of the Yadkin, N.C. (see

pension app. of Jonathon 0.). Ramsey states that
Caleb Osborne and probably Ephraim 0. were from
Essex Co. N. J., where they were on the Eliz.

Town petition regarding land disputes, along with
other surnames later found in Grayson (Carolina
Cradle). Earlier the Osborne name is found in
Whitemarsh township of Phil.Co. along with Hash
and Livesay. The Hashes and Osbornes have an oral
tradition that they had pioneered together.
Ephrain Osborne and family settled on New River
near the mouth of Bridle Creek, where Ft.Osborne
was built. Enoch O. became captain of a militia
unit in Mont.Co. and was also a magistrate for
Mont., then later a member of the first court ir
Grayson Co.,1793. He was also an early Methodist
leader and Bishop Asbury visited in his home;
Enoch m. Jane Hash, and his sister Eleanor m.
William Hash. See Nuckolls, 171- 173; Fields,
various pages; Kegley,107; also Wiley Wintor
Osborne : His Ancestors & Descendants by Hackett
Johnson (Bel Air, Md.1961). Osbornes on the Mont.
Co. militia lists: John, Nathan, Robert, Solomon,
Enoch, Ephraim, sr.and jr., Jeremiah, Jonathon,
and Stephen, sr. and jr. (DAR lists). Also note
that Jonathon’s pension application was filed in
Ashe. Co.,N.C., 1832 (Kegley, 135); this alsc
emphasizes ~ the close community ties betweer
Grayson & Ashe.
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