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When the line is completed between Joshin and Hojo travel
between the Korean Capital and Kwainei will be much easier.

A Division of the Japanese Army is located at Ranan about
half way between Seishin and Hojo and quite a town has
been built around it. We have a pastor stationed there
and are building a church. There are no Koreans in the
town but many live in nearby . villages. The Canadian
missionaries have made many converts among the natives.

There are two important towns, Yuki and Rashin, on the
extreme North Eastern coast of Korea and I made my first
visit to these places from Seishin. The Seishin pastor,
Brother Nomura, went with me and at both places.we had ~—
meetings. . At Yuki we met in the home of the postmaster

and at Rashin in a hotel. This important coast town is

at the mouth of the Tumen River and therefore at a point
where Korea, Manchuria and Siberia meet. I realized that
on this itinerary I was near Vladivostok where I had been
only two weeks before. Names of places were freely mentioned
some of which were in Siberia, some in Manchuria and others

in Korea.

From a point on the Tumen River near Kwainei the Japanese
were building a narrow railway. in the direction of Kirin
in Manchuria. Very few Chinese and Manchurians lived in
that region but when Japan annexed Korea many Koreans
refugees settled across the border in Manchuria and among
them were a large number of Christians. . Besides doing
well as farmers they-engaged in the cutting of timber.
They disliked the Japanese inrush and rioted against

the hated Japanese.

We had a Christian band of Japanese at Ryusei Son and
when I planned to visit them I was told it would not be
safe to make the trip.. At Kwainei I met Dr. Martin,

a Canadian missionary, and two women missionaries and
was told it was perfectly safe. I went with them and
found an earnest group of Christians. This was the end
of the Korean part of my itinerary and from there I made
my way to Okayama, Japan and was home again after more
than three weeks of constant travel.

Before and during the First World War the Board of Missions
had experienced difficulty in securing funds for expansion
of the work and even a greater difficulty in finding men
and women who would go to Mission Fields. They showed a
decided preference for remaining at home. Farseeing men

in the Methodist Church at home the Centenary of Methodism
Movement which had as its aims sending new missionaries
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and better equipment for the schools and churches. All
branches of Methodism cooperated and the plan succeeded
beyond all expectations.

Adequate support of our schools and better churches to
accommodate the growning churches were the immediate aims
but it was realized that the missionaries already in Japan
were too few in number to meet present and future needs.
The Board of Missions found some men and women willing

and prepared to go to Japan at once and others who would
follow after further studies in colleges and universities.

Funds for church buildings, schools and houses for mission-
arie$ and Japanese pastors became available in. 1920. . The
value of land at this time was high when compared with
previous low prices but in many instances we were able

to sell the land where the old churches stood at an
advantage and with what came from the Centenary erect

good churches.

The hundreds of churches, chapels, preaching places,
kindergartens and schools, one and all, got their share
of gifts made by the thousands of our lsyal Christians

at home. The final allotment of this maney was made by
the executive committee of the mission, due consideration
being given to every request.

Before these funds were secured the Canadian Methodist
Mission and the M. E. Church, South Mission had united

in educational work for men. The Canadians sold their
school in Azabu, Tokyo, and moved to Kwansei Gakuin, Kobe.
Our plant at Kobe was much more valuable than the sum of
money they raised.for the Azabu School but our Mission
generously went in with them on a 50-50 basis. Additional
land was bought and new buildings were erected and a fine
work was being done on the old site.

At this time great developments were taking place in the
Kobe-Osaka area and communications headed the list. A
rapid transit electric railway was built between these
two cities. When Kwansei Gakuin was founded by Bishop

W. R. Lambuth in 1886 it was two miles East of the city
but by 1921 it was well within Kobe limits. The Railway
Company regarded the campus and grounds of this school

as the ideal location for Kobe 'Station and offered to
exchange a site half way between Osaka and Kobe and a
difference in cash that would give a far better developed

‘and entirely new school, With this cash, the Centenary
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allotment and a proportionate contribution from the Canadian
Methodist Mission and the school was in a position to so plan
as to gain recognition as a University. The school on

the original site had about 2500 students in its various
departments. Two years later when it opened under new
conditions, 3000 students were in attendance consisting

of the following departments; High School, Theological,
Commercial College, Literary College and Graduate Department.
The School was aided by appropriations annually made by the
Boards of Missions of the cooperating churches and endowments
invested in America and with this assistance the income from
tuitions enabled the school to do a good work. The mission-
aries on the staff of teachers were supported by the
cooperating Missions.

In the autumn of 1921 the World Sunday School Convention
was held in Tokyo and many of the delegates from America
were supporters of certain Mission enterprises. After
the Convention closed-a number of groups were formed and
itineraries so planned that nearly every part of the country
was visited and the work of the schools and churches
carefully inspected. Some of these visitors were wealthy
businessmen and were looking for an opportunity to make
donations that would contribute most to the present and
future needs of the work. Mr. and Mrs. Lans of Rural
Retreet, Va. being members of the M. E. Church, South
were members of the group that toured Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe
and the cities situated on the coast of the Inland Sea
where most of our work is located.

In 1886 the Hiroshima Girls School was founded in that
city. At that time there were no Government schools for
girls and the Grammar grade was as far as girls were
expected to advance. Parents were just as much concerned
about the education of their daughters as their sons and
the Missions, to meet this demand, organized Girls Schools
in all the important cities. The Hiroshima Girls School
became one of the best. In 1898 Bishop A. W. Wilson who
was at that time in charge of the Mission fields of the
Orient was visiting the Hiroshima work and he made the
statement that the Hiroshima Girls School was the largest
and best of Women Colleges. At that time he authorized
the purchase of additional land the erection of one addition
school building. Miss N. B. Gaines was Principal of the
school for twenty-five years and was an able administrator.
Rev. S. A. Stewart succeeded her and when Mr. Lans went

to Hiroshima he was impressed with the fine work that was
being done and asked what he could do for the College
Department of the School. His offer was liberal and
sufficient to enlarge the highest department so that it





image4.jpeg
- 49 -

would be the equal of the best in the Empire. (1)

A long felt need was satisfied by the large fund that was
set aside out of the Centenary Fund for Church buildings.
In most instances it was found best to sell the old church
buildings and their sites and relocate altogether. Since
their building nearly all the cities had grown enormously
and the price of the land on which the old churches had
been built was from ten to twenty times the original cost.
For example, the land in Hiroshima was sold to a.bank for
enough to buy land in a more desirable location for church
work and build an imposing church and a good parsonage,
and as the bank had no use for the old church building

it was moved to another part of the city for the use of
another congregation. In a péried of two or three years
the seating capacity of our churches incresased tenfold.
This resulted in a marked increase in church and Sunday
School attendance and an increase in membership.

In view of the fact that a large number of new missionaries
were being sent to Japan funds sufficient for building homes
for them were provided and as in the case of church buildings
plans for such were made by competent architects. The
Woman's Board sent many new missionaries to Japan and

erected buildings in Osaka, Kobe, Kure and Oita. All these
buildings after providing accommodations for the missionaries,
rooms for kindergartens, Sunday Schools and English classes
were included. This type of work was carried on in class
cooperation with the churches.

From the standpoint of the missionary the acquirements of
the Japanese language was a vexing problem. The spoken
language presented no special difficulty, but the language
in print being compounded of Chinese and Japanese letters
seemed hopelessly confused. The early missionary had to
search out a personal teacher who put in the whole day
instructing in the rudiments of the spoken word and its

Note: (1) With the destruction of the Hiroshima by the

Atomic Bomb the Hiroshima Girls School was completely
destroyed. The school was in operation at the time and

300 girls were killed and 17 teachers. Mrs. Matsumoto,

widow of Dr. M. Matsumoto, who was a member of the first

class there, perished. Mrs., Matsushita, wife of I. Matsushita
who graduated from Vanderbilt University, was wounded and
after a lingering illness died. The Japanese have given

this disease the name "genribyo", or "atomic energy

disease."
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printed form. Success depended on the talent of teacher
and student and the patience they possessed. In a great
majority of cases, emphasis was placed on the spoken
language. The missionary was helpless unless he could
speak the language, but he could depend on his teacher
when it was necessary to write. In 1911, the Federated
Missions of Japan adopted a unified Course of Study in

the Japanese Language. I was a member of the committee
that made out the Course of Study and on the Examination
Committee for six years. Beginners in the study of Japanese
of the several missions made good progress. Finally it
was decided that the Missions unite and establish a Language
School in Tokyo. By the time the large number of new
missionaries arrived in Japan this school was in operation
and their first two years were spent in Tokyoe. . So far as
the acquirement of the language was concerned, this was
a.wise arrangement but the old method of making your home
in a country town and mingling with the people while
acquiring the language had its advantages. The strict
rules as to the requirements in language and literature
led to the adoption of a rule that a failure to acquire
proficiency meant one could not remain in Japan.

The Boards of Missions of the M. E. Church, South sent

out their forces covering periods, first, 1885-1910,
second, 1915-1930. During the first period, 61 men

and their wives served in the Japan Mission. Twelve

of this number married missionaries already in Japan

or China. Four of the wives who had accompanied their
husbands died while in the service and in each of these
cases when second marriage was decided upon the men married
women of our own Mission. During this first period of
work only 13 women were accredited to our field, the reason
being, the Woman's Board of Missions had no share. When
we look at the record of the men we have classified we
find that 11 labored on the field up to the time they
were entitled to retire and four of them even longer,
three died in active service, three failed in health,

two thought they could serve the Master better in America,
one became a teacher in Government Schools, W. R. Lambuth
was elected Bishop and one was charged with immorality
and sent back to America. (2) In comparison we find that
three labored up to the time they were entitled to retire,
three died in active service and all the others served
seven years or less.

(2) Mr. Rollins was charged with immorality, dismissed
and sent back to America.








