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Large numbers of Christians had made Manchuria their home
and were not only faithful but showed a zeal to spreading
the Gospel among their non-Christian countrymen. Churches
were built in all centers of population.

From Dairen I crossed the border into Kerea and visited the
‘churches we had established for the Japanese over a period
of twenty years. The territery we had occupied was the
North Eastern part of Korea. Gensan, a good Korean town

on the East coast, had been the center of our work. It

was also an important church, school. and hospital center
for the Korean work. After preaching in our chureh there

I went to Kanko (Korean Hamhung). We had a church building
under construction there. It was so planned as to accommodate
a kindergarten. A military Division was located there and
the Japanese mothers wished to have their children attend
and willingly contributed funds. Chemcial works were under
construction and prosperity had fer the first time made its
appearance in this ancient town. The work was full of
praise. Kanko is famous for the quantity and quality of
hemp produced by the farmer.

The Japanese had opened their Railway another fifty miles
North so I travelled by train to Joshin, Two families

of Canadian Presbyterian missionaries lived there and whenever
I stopped over showed me every kindness. There I found
Brother Kishiwada, a businessman, who had been baptized

by C. A. Teague, of the M. E. Church, South Mission. He
spent the summer vacation at Gensan and as there was no
evangelistic work being done for the Japanese living there
he held a meeting for them in a Korean Church. They became
deeply interested and before he went back to Japan, some
were baptized. Later, J. T. Meyers built the church at
Gensan and a Japanese pastor was appointed to the work.

It had been seventeen years since Brother Kishiwada had
been converted and much of the time he had been living
where there was no church but he had kept the faith and
all the members of his family, some of whom had not been
baptized, considered themselves Christians. He offered
his house as a place of worship if a pastor could be sent
and it was arranged that the Kanko pastor should visit
them regularly.

From Joshin, I traveled by a coastal steamer to Seishin.
This i1s a deep water harbor and vast quantities of beans,
fertilizer and lumber are shipped to other parts of Korea
and Japan. A railroad is open to the North all the way

to Kwainei, two miles South of the Tumen River which is

at that point the boundary between Korea and Manchuria

and the same railroad is in operation as far South as Hojo.
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- During the second period (1915-1930) 37 missionaries, 18
couples and one unmarried man, were sent to Japan by the
General Board and the Woman's Board over a similar period
sent 22. A large number of these, in obedience to a ruling
of the Board, left Japan before the outbreak of war, but
seven of these with their families had severed their
connections, nearly all of them engaging in Church work
in America. The unmarried man mentioned failed to adjust
himself to the conditions and returned in less than a year.
One of the number died in the service and his wife and
children returned to America. Seven of the 22 women left
the field. Roughly speaking, one third of. the men and
women, thinking they could serve better in the homeland,
resigned. Comparing this with the record of the,mission-
aries of 1885-1910, it will be seen the first generation
of workers were more determined. There is no easy method
of determining why this happened.

It cannot be attributed to physical difficulties or dis- .
comforts. Communications and housing conditicns had
greatly improved and equipment for the churches and
schools was far advanced and advantages for the study

of the language were much better. They did not come out
under contract to do a certain kind of work, but in many
cases they expressed a preference for the kind of work
most agreeable to them and in some cases claimed the
agencies of the Board they had consulted had assured them
they might take up school work, social service work, or
Evangelistic work. They labored under the mistake that
places for their line of work were available, not knowing
and not having been told the essence of missionary work
is beginning at the beginning. When told his appoiniment
was to a mining eity called Ube, he might ask, what is
the membership, what kind of plant have we, what is the
Sunday Schocl attendance? His advisor would answer, we
planned to begin Wwork at the Ube when it was only a small
village, but did not have a Japanese preacher nor a
missionary. The task has been waiting for you since
about the time you were born and we are depending on you.
In most cases our new missionary would have replied,

God helping me, I will do all in my power.

At the end of World War I, certain church leaders in

America favored the organization of National Churches.
China, Japan and Korea became the chosen fields for

putting these plans into effect. The dominant thought

was that responsiblity for the evangelization of a people
rested with the "Nationals". It implied the merging of

all branches of the Protestant church. Widespread publicity
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was given to the movement and Dr. Mott headed a delegation

to China, Japan and Korea. Conferences were held at

Kamakura and Tokyo and the ground had been prepared by
Committee work in Tokyo. One of the questions on the agenda
was; Had the time come to cease sending missionaries? Some
of the Japanese pastors of the leading churches in Tokyo

and Osaka had long claimed their own people could best do

the work. The Rev. Mr. Miyagawa, pastor of the largest
church in Tokyo, favored a recommendation that no more
missionaries be sent and expected Dr. Ebina and Bishop
Hiraiwa would concur, but these two influential men contended
material support of the Mother church was much to be desired.
But this became a debatable question even among missionaries.
"We must decrease and they must increase." A member of

our Mission, who was doing a very fine work, sent his
resignation to his Board arguing that the salary he received
was sufficient for. two Japanese preachers. The self
determination idea did not worry the experienced, but

did influence the beginner.

Closely following the Self-determination movement appeared in
the Laymen's Report. This turned out to be an indictment
Mission policy in general and a criticism of conditions

in the several fields. The attitude of the investigating
Commission and the methods adopted in their investigations
was the cause of criticism in Japan at least. Two members
of the commission were so chosen because they had lived

in Japan, one a little more than ten years and the other
‘twenty years. Both were men of talent and did good work

in the home church after retiring from Mission work. But
it was known both these men held the view that the Japanese
converts would have to assume responsibility for the
Japanese people as a whole. That was the hope of the
missionaries who contentedly labored in Japan and had no
thought of retiring till age or sickness compeled him to

do so. He contended there would have to be an enormous
increase in the number of Japanese preachers and teachers
before the home church could justly say it had no further
responsibility to the struggling churches in the small

town and country districts.

The Laymen's Commission limited its interviews to church
leaders in Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka and a few of the Christian
Schools. Comparably few church workers, either Japanese
or missionaries, heard of the investigation of their work
until the report was published in America. They could
justly say the investigation was superficial and hence
would be mislead the laymen in our own church. I returned
to America, having reached the age for retirement, and
discovered the report had been widely publicised and that
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some pastors in our leading churches had concluded the
report fully justified. 1In a Theological School the head
of the Missions Department spoke of the report as a real
contribution to the cause.

A close relationship between the home churches in America
and the workers in the field must be the closest possible,
but it is exceedingly difficult of attainment. Reports by
missionaries to churches and organizations contributing
directly to the individuals work is necessary but so few
can be influenced by this means that the writer soon
becomes discouraged. When the time comes for him to take
a year's furlough he has high hopes that he will be able
to lay the cause before churches able to do much more
than they have been doing. This may not work as well as
he had hoped. Not that it is the churches fault. Not
many missionaries are able platform speakers and what he
has to say must be entertaining as well as informative.
Thus we see that all he can do through.his personal
correspondence and that his efforts to enlighten the
churches while he is at home on leave does not find its
way to the great of the supporters of his cause. The
church papers and the Board periodicals are full of
interesting matter but in its distribution may fail to
reach him (the church member).

to all pastors would be.more to the point and have a more
unifying influence than anything we have at present.

Apart from the contacts between the home church and the

missionary on the field more of our leading laymen, pastors

and men and women from our schools should be encouraged
to study our work first hand.
be greatly stimulated but they would have information they
could use to great advantage. One of the opportunities
completely overlooked has been the failure of the church
to plan for frequent visits of our most experienced native
preachers and laymen. Many have been educated in America
but never have a chance to associate with old friends and

restudy America.

A committee of missionaries

and leading Japanese Christians that would make comprehensive
report of the work annually or even quarterly and distributed

Not only would their interest








