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and at that time members of his family and others were
baptized. Dr. Lambuth took him on as one of the workers
and sent him to help Dr. Dukes in the new charge at
Matsuyama. They succeeded .in organizing a large English
School many of the students of which became Christians.
The church had a rapid growth. Some of the church members
got the idea that Mr. Oka exercised too much authority
and that Dr. Dukes entrusted too much to him. While the
complaints were against Mr. Oka, Dr. Dukes was bitterly
ecriticized. When. the trial was called it was found the
whole church was involved and it was thought best to call
an impartial committee from other churches. I remember
some if not all of them. They were: Yoshiocka, Usaki,
Nakayama, Tanaka, Yanagiwara, Ota and Mito. All of these
became leaders in our church. :

The Disciplins of the Church had not been translated and
it was difficult to translate it into Japanese and the
outcome of the whole affair was that Dr. Lambuth promised
the members to take the missionary and Mr. Oka for some
other charge and send them a new missionary and paster.
At the Mission Mesting which was held at Kobe in August,
Dr. Dukes was sent to Osaka and Mr. Oka to Kobe. During
this investigation I got some insight into the Japanese
way of looking at things that were helpful to me when
like troubles arose.

We went directly from Matsuyama to Kobe, Mr. Mosely was

to leave Kobe in a few days and I had to seek a place till

I left for Oita. Before I could consult Dr. Lambuth on

the matter he told me his wife was anxious to have me as
guest for the summer and that I could have a room at the
dormitory and take my meals with them, so I had the good
foertune of associating for a time with these fine people.
Dr. and Mrs. Wainwright were already in the dormitory

and other missionaries from interior towns in Japan as

well as from China were there for the summer. Dr. Anderson,
his wife and children from Suchow, Miss Jones who became
Mrs. McIlwane, alsc from Suchow, Miss Cuthbert from Hircshima,
Miss Duffield from Wakayama, Miss Roberts from Shanghai are
the ones I distinctly remember. Miss Roberts was engaged
to Mr. Hearn who was then on his way from America. They
were married in Shanghai.

Mr. Ono gave me lessons in Japanese in the forenoon and late
in the afternoon most of us went to the Oncaham beach for
bathing. This afforded the only excitement attainable.

One of the stunts that I initiated was while swimming on

ny back I would meet another swimming in the same manner

and see, by opposing ocur feet, who could outpush. Once
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Brother Mosely, Dr. Wainwright and I were changing to our i
bathingsuits in the same booth. Brother Mosely undressed !
in a most orderly manner. He took his watch out of his

pocket placed it on a shelf and kneeled. One of us said, !
Brother, we are not going to bed. It was absent mindedness |
but he did utter a word of prayer that no harm come to anyone

while engaged in the sport of swimming.

.Nearly all the people I met were missionaries or Japanese
Christians and the former without exception let it be known
they were serious about the acquirement of a knowledge of
Japanese language, some speaking hopefully and others
desparingly. The Christians wanted to talk with me in
their own tongue and I was equally anxious to communicate
with them. I began to see that the task I had undertaken
was not only a requirement but that without a knowledge
of the language of the people I would accomplish little
as a missionary.

My teacher, seeing I knew no Japanese, started by teaching
me the Japanese letters. These letters were the invention
of a famous Buddhist priest named Kobo Daishi. For six

or seven hundred years his people had no choice but to use
the Chinese "Word-Letters". His method was to take easily !
made strokes from the Chinese words and form a sylabary
forty nine in number. These. gave full expression to every
word in their own tongue and made writing and reading
simple. To master these "Sylabic-Letters" was the task
first assigned me. This was no more difficult than learning
the Greek alaphabet. The next step was to read the books
for beginners in the primary schools. I was guided in the
use of the "writing-brush" and encouraged to make the
letters, what I considered needlessly large. Advancing

from the second to the third reader, we found a sprinkling
of Chinese Characters were being introduced, the Japanese
reading of such being written parallel. Seeing these
characters from day to day they became familiar and ceased
to be a mystery. This, you may say, was irksome to an

adult but it impressed upon us the truth that we were
beginning at the beginning.

In 1886 I had joined the Holston Conference and after one
year's service was discontinued so that I might finish

at the University of North Carolina. Now I was to join

the Conference dgain and wondered whether I would have

to take the entrance examination as before. Dr. Lambuth
said Bishop Wilson would have to decide, but to be on the
safe side I had better be prepared. The Bishop ruled an
examination was required. Dr. J. W. Lambuth, C. B. Moseley
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and B. W, Waters were the Committee and no requirement
was overlooked. Fach clerical member of the Mission
had to hold relations with some Conference and I became
a member of the Western North Carolina Conference.

The Mission was held late in August and the members added
since the preceding Meeting were: T. W. B. Demaree,

Miss Kate Harlan, Mrs. B. W.. Waters, Mr. and Mrs. W. E,
Towson, Miss Mary Bice, W. A. Wilson and Mrs. N. W. Utley.

As I had expected I was appointed to Oita and as soon as
arrangements could be made I set out for the distant post.
It must be remembered, it was 350 miles from Kobe and that,
with the exception off one Jesuit missionary, I would be

the only Caucasian in Oita. Our Mission was in its infancy
so had no trained workers. O0ita had been supplied by Tanaka
Yoshihiro, a Theological student during the summer and was
to return to Kwansew Gakuin. That made it necessary for me
to secure someone whé cculd be my interpreter, personal
teacher and experienced enough as a Christian to do work

on his own responsibility. The man selected was Shiba
Kumajiro. He worked with me for nearly a year and went

to Hawaii.

Shita's home was in Yoshida, a small town near Uwajima

and his father had been the Karo, or Prime Minister to

the Feudal Lord of the small castle of the place, so he
was of good family‘and besides that, he was a genuine
Christian and a willing worker. He had been a student

in Aoyan Gakuin in Tokyo and had taught Japanese to a
number of missionaries aside from his class work. He was
a remarkable speaker and might almost be classed as an
orator. We worked well together and he did much to
strengthen our work. He accumulated some wealth in Hawaii
and in a few years established a newspaper printed both

in English and Japanese. About the time of the agitaticn
against the Japanese Exclusion Act, his paper advised
moderation and for this a Japanese hot-head in Honolulu
attempted to assassinate him., Later he came to Tokyo

and became editor of the Japan Times. One of the outstanding
English newspapers in Japan had been the Japan Mail owned
and edited by Captain Brinkley an Englishman who had been
an instructor in the Japanese Navy. The Government bought
the Mail and it and the Times were one. Under Mr. Shiba's
management the Japan Advertiser, an American paper, was
purchased and the Times became the only English paper in the
Capital. Mr. Shibta's daughters studied in America and





image1.jpeg
- 54 -

A MEMOIR
WRITTEN 1944-1947 BY W. A. WILSON

My wife has suggested that I should give a fuller account
of my experiences covering the 42 years devoted to the work
in Japan.

I sailed from San Francisco,. May 28, 1890, by the Oriental-
Occidental Lines, Gaelic, a ship of about 4,000 tons, and
arrived in Yokohama, Japan, June 19, 1890. This ship was
bound for Hong Kong and my destination was Kobe. The
Tokaido Railway lacked a few miles of being completed so
there was no rail connection between Kobe and Yokohama.

The Prince Bismark, a German Liner, was the next to sail

and a transfer to that ship was arranged. I spent the

night at Yokohama at the Grand Hotel. It was owned by
English but the service was Japanese. The Bismark sailed

at 10:00 a.m. and had very few passengers. Three gorgeously
dressed Parsee merchants who had been visiting an Expositioen
in Tokyo were passengers and seemed anxious to talk about
America and world affairs of course they were Zoroastrians
but they showed by their conversation that they had studied
Christianity.

The ship arrived at Kobe Harbor about 4:00 p.m. the following
day. There were no piers, so the ship cast anchor far out
in the harbor and sampan in large numbers gathered at the
gangway to carry passengers ashore. I had sent a telegram
to Dr. W. R. Lambuth, Superintendent of the M. E. Church,
South Mission to inform him I would be on this ship and

he soon came aboard. Before he reached the deck I felt
sure he was the one I was expecting but he was not so sure
of me at first sight. Soon we were transferred to his
private sampan and taken ashore. My trunk had to be
opened at the customs but the inspection was soon over,
One item contained in the trunk was a silk hat and

Dr. Lambuth remarked it would be useful when I had
invitations to certain functions.

I was entertained at the home of one of my fellow
missionaries, the Rev. C. B. Moseley on Nakayamate

Dori. He occupied a Japanese house and being a bachelor
had Japanese servants and seemed to manage very well.

One of the first things that impressed me was that he
held morning prayers with his servants, I think it was
the first morning I was in his home that he had two young
men for breakfast. After the Bible reading when the time
came for offering prayer, he called on one of the young
men to lead. This young man was Hori Minekichi. Brother
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Moseley had been an English teacher in the Wakayama Middle
School and Brother Moseley had led him to Christ. Later
he became a leader in our church and was for a long time
Dean of the Theological Department of Kwansei (Kansai)
Gakuin. (1)

The first day I was in Kobe I visited Mrs. J. W. Lambuth
in her home at Yama Ni Bon. Her husband was on an evangelistic

tour in Shikoku.
on Yamamoto Dori.

I also visited the family of W. E. Towson
They were to have a general Church Social

at their home that night to which I was invited.

The family

lived in a roomy Japanese house and when some of the paper
partitions were removed it afforded a good auditorium. All
ages and sexes were in attendance, about 100 in all. After
the religious opening, tea and cake were served and all
were told to relax and reminded that each was expected to
contribute one stunt at least. Dr. Y. Kin was the life

of the party. ©She was a Chinese lady who had been adopted
by Dr. McCarthy and educated in America. She was a member
of our Mission and had a clinic in Hyogo. (2)

M. Hori: Only a few days ago news came from Japan that
Brother Hori left Kobe during the raids for a safer place
but had died in recent months.

I spent the second day in Kobe getting acquainted with all
other members of the Mission I had joined. This took me
to Kwansei Gakuin. Dr. Lambuth and Mrs. Lambuth with
their three children, David, Mary, and Walter lived in

one of the two new residences that had. been built on
campus for missionaries. Miss Kate Harlan, a missionary
who had come to Japan at her own expense, was living with
them. Dr. J. C. C. Newton, Mrs. Newton and their daughter,
"Ruth lived in a new house which Rev., N. W. Utley had built
and Rev. T. W. B. Demaree who had come to Japan in Dec.
1889 was living with them. Mr. Utley had gone to America
to be married to a lady to whom he had become engaged
before coming to Japan. A house for Dr. Newton was under
construction.

Dr. Lambuth was preparing for a tour of the newly organigzed

churches in the interior; Hiroshima, Matsuyama and Oita.

He said it would be a good experience for me if I would take

the trip with him. Before I could leave Kobe, a treaty port,
it was necessary for me to secure a passport. The procedure I
was to go to the American Consulate, register as an American
citizen, state the purpose of my travels, indicating all

the points I expected to visit and then the Consul would !
send the application to the American Legation at Tokyo.
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I gave as my reason for travel Scientific Investigation.
Passports for preaching Christianity were not issued.

No one was allowed to live in the interior except as an
employee of a Japanese. The foreigner usually taught

in a Government or Private school. 'I was advised by

Dr. Lambuth to lay in certain supplies that would last

me for three weeks and at his suggestion purchased summer
suits made of white duck, a cork helmet hat and a white
sun umbrella. Within a week.the Passport arrived and as
there was no railroad west of Kobe we took passage for
Hiroshima by a coastal steamer, the Annei Maru. We went
aboard about 10:00 p.m. Our party consisted of Dr. W. R.
Lambuth, Rev. W. E. Towson, Rev. Date Taju and myself.
The Annei Maru was a wooden craft bilt one of the largest
of the coastal steamers sailing out of Osaka and Kobe.
She was crowded to capacity. The boat stewards were
accommodating and spread quilts on the dining table and
over these our own sheets and pillows and we were
comfortably arranged for the night.

About 2:00 or 3:00 o'clock in the morning commotion spread
over the entire ship. Crew and passengers scurried to the
deck. Lambuth, Towson, and Date in chorus cried out, "a
ship collision". I began dressing, not too leisurely,

and my friends urged to come to the deck in night dress.
Dr. Lambuth inguired of Brother Towson where I could be
and the answer was that I was in the dining room dressing
and getting my belongings together. Lambuth came and urged
me to join them on deck. I was in the act of buttoning

on my cuffs and this struck Dr. Lambuth as being so odd
that he told it to others whenever we were together.

The ship with which the Annei Maru collided was the
Tokugawa Maru and being the smaller of the two, was

simply torn apart and sank with a large number of
passengers. A few were rescued and brought to our

ship. A woman with an infant tied to her back was picked
up. ©One man after our ship anchored, climbed up and

anchor chain and a friendly hand drew him up safely. The
japanese captain knew what to do in such circumstances and
as we were not far from the port of Takamatsu he sent for
the harbor police. Finally they came in their patrol boat
and conducted the Annei Maru to Takamatsu where the captain
was held for investigation. We were allowed to go only

to the ticket office at the landing where late in the
afterncon we were told that the ship would not proceed

and we must transfer. We could get no ship for Hiroshima
till late the next day and Dr. Lambuth's father, Dr. J. W.
Lambuth, was then in Tadotsu only twenty miles from Takamatsu,
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so on request we were allowed to travel to Tadotsu by

land. We saw hundreds of pilgrims on their way to the
famous shrine of Kompera. It would be a little out of

the way but the party decided to see this place that
attracted so many pilgrims. The jinrikisha ride through

the country was easy enough but it was dark when we arrived,
so the only thing to do was:to spend the night there. This
place was not marked on any of our passports. - Brother Date
was the nephew of Count Mutsu who at one time had been the
Japanese Minister Plenipotentiary in Washington and Mr. Date
had been one of his secretaries. He explained we were there
because we had suffered shipwreck and that the local police
head should look after us for one night. After some
consultation we were allowed to put up at the hotel for

the night. The whole set-up was for the convenience of

the Japanese but we did not find the accommodations as

bad as we had imaginéd.

We visited the famous shrine early next morning and saw
panganism in full swing. There seemed to be an excess
of paraphernalia for worship of any and all religions,
the most used being the bronze image of the sacred cow.
Each worshiper rubbed the nose of the image and then
touched that part of the body most in pain. The shrine
itself is much like a museum and possesses many fine
objects of art. One pointed out to all visitors is an
elaborate wood carving by the noted Hidari Jingoro
(Left-handed Jingoro). The famous Three Monkies at
Nikko were fashioned by the same artist.

The Pilgrim traffic was so great that a railway had been
built to the place from the port of Tadotsu. Early Sunday
morning we went to Tadotsu and attended service in the
Methodist Church. Dr. J. W. Lambuth and his helper,

Mr. Kinoghita, were to have conducted the service but
Dr. W, R, Lambuth took his father's place. The Elder
Dr. Lambuth had laboered twenty-five years in China and
had the honor of heading the new Mission in Japan. He
appeared to be much older than he really was. He died
in 1892. The original band of Christians at Tadotsu

had been Congregational Church members but came over to
the Methodist as a body.

About the time the morning service closed the boat which
was to carry us to Hiroshima arrived and the company of
four sailed for the next stopping place. Before night
we passed through the Ondo Strait between Etajima and
the mainland. This channel was cut 600 years ago. Just
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above the passage is the famous Hiro Airfield and a few
miles to the West is the First Class Naval Base of Kure.

At that time the Ship Yard was operating on a small scale
but later became one of the largest in the world. The

port of entry for Hiroshima is Ujina and later it was so
developed so that any kind of shipping might be accommodated.

From there it was only a short ride by jinrikisha to.the
Hiroshima Girls School and the residence of Rev. B. W. Waters.
Besides Brother Waters and his wife Miss N, B. Gaines,

Miss Strider and Miss Mary Bice were serving. Miss Gaines

was the Principal of the Girls School and Miss Strider

was one of the teachers. In a:separate building Miss Bice
prepares a small class of women for work as Evangelists.

This developed into the Lambuth Training School at Osaka.

All this work was conducted in rented Japanese buildings

and the homes of the missionaries were in Japanese buildings.

Geographically Hiroshima is the center of the Sanyode
(Sanyo Division). At that time it was rated fifth as to
population and outstanding in trade and agriculture. Next
to Kyoto, Buddhism was considered more firmly established
here than any place in Japan. One reason advanced for our
selecting this place as a missionary center was that since
Buddhism had succeeded here Christianity likewise would
succeed.

From Hiroshima we set out for Oita, an ancient city on

the Northeast coast of Kyushu. A ferry boat from Ujina
took us to Mitsugahama on the island of Shikoku. There

we transferred to a coastal steamer that touched at Oita.
Mitsugahama is the harbor of Matsuyama and Dr. O. A. Dukes
came from Matsuyama to meet us. His wife and two children
and Mr. W. P. Turner accompanied him. Mr. Turner came to
Japan to teach in a Government School as a representative
of the Y.M.C.A. and it had already been arranged that he
should become a regular member of our Mission when his
contract expired. The distance from Mitsugahama to Oita
is about 100 miles on the course of the boat. One stop
was made at Nagahama on the Shikoku coast and at Kitsuki,
Hiji and Beppu on the coast of Kyushu. It was a little
after midnight when we landed at Oita. We were met by

Dr., S. H. Wainwright and a large number of Japanese
Christians. Dr. Wainwright had been an English teacher

in the Government High School for two years and wanted

to take up the work of publishing and distribution of
Christian Literature. Several months before I left America
I had correspondence with him and Dr. Lambuth about my
becoming his successor in the school. The school had agreed
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and I was asked to send my credentials. I was told my
Gollege Diploma would be acceptable. I had sent it to

Dr. Wainwright. Dr. Wainwright, principally by Bible
teaching and personal contact, had influenced .many of

his students and others to become Christians. The school
as such had no special objections but the people in general
hotly opposed continuing the contract. I knew of this
before reaching Oita but it was understood that I should
be stationed there as a regular evangelistie missionary,
if we could get someone to organize a Private English
School. .Mr. Yanagiwara whose three sons had become
Christians consented to do this and he took the necessary
steps for my becoming a conditional resident of the place.
The passport regulations of that day would be known only
to the early missionaries as the revised treaties entirely
did away with the rules we had to endure. Every three
months we had to go to Kobe and wait sometimes for weeks
for our passports to be renewed.

I was highly pleased with the outlook and as Dr. and

Mrs. Wainwright were going to Kobe and would have no
further connection with the work I went so far as to buy
most of their furnishings. They were exceedingly kind

to me and helped plan my work. I had already taken an
interest in the Japanese language and they took the trouble
to give me a lesson. I got the impression they knew it

all and made up my mind to accomplish the same in a shorter
time if possible. Quite a number of people had become
devoted to the Wainwright wanted to follow them to Kobe.
OMutsu San their cook, Kurushima San who called himself

Dr. Wainwright's Disciple, the Kido sisters, the younger
their maid and the older sister who was entering the

Bible School and Mr. and Mrs. Ono who was to be my teacher
of Japanese and Mr. Yanagiwara Namio, a Theological student,
all looked to their beloved teachers. Dr. Lambuth, Mr. Date
and I stopped at Mitsugahama and from there went on to
Matsuyama. Brother Towson went on to Kobe with the Wain-
wrights.

Dr. Lambuth told me he might stay in Matsuyama a week or
even longer and gave me my choice either of going on to
Kobe or stopping at Matsuyama. He gave as his reason

for the long stay that the church there was accusing

the associate worker of Dr. Dukes.  His name was Oka.

He was a native of a small town in Oita Ken. This

town was one of the many places governed by Feudal Lords
up to the time of the Restoration and Mr. Oka was related
to that Noble Family. He was cultured and well educated.
Dr. Lambuth had an invitation to visit him in his home








