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men of the fleet were so angered that the admiral had
great difficulty in restraining his men from bombarding
Kobe. At that time Marquis Ito Hirobumi was Premier and
realizing the seriousness of the incident had Emperor
Mutsuhito, after his death Meiji Tenno, go to Kobe, board
the flag-ship and apologize to and express his sorrow.
Most Japanese expected Russia would avenge the insult

by declaring war on Japan. At our own church in Oita

was called to prayer that war might be averted. Our
visit to Otsu served to impress the story on my mind.

Our reason for stopping was, first, to see the effects of
the terrible earthquake that occurred in.the autumn of
1890 and to engage in cormorant fishing. At the %ime of =
the earthquake the accompanying conflagration destroyed
most of the city but in a year's time it had been recon-
structed and the aftereffects noticeable were the broken
dikes on the river banks. The cormorant fishing at Gifu
is the best to be found in Japan. The bords are tame

and one manipulater directs from three to five at one
time. The fish sought are the aiyu, a silvery trout

no larger than the American brook trout. The necks of
the birds are ringed so that they cannot be swallowed

and when a cormorant makes a catch it is hauled in and
the trout is taken. We hired the boatman and the birds
and the catch was ours. It was more than we could eat.
We enjoyed the sport.

Ise stands high on the list of places pilgrims and tourists
are expected to see. Yet it may prove to be disappointing
to one who has not familiarized himself with Japanese

beliefs. The ise shrine itself is of small proportions and

while standardized. as to design in size the cost of construction

the whole setup is insignificant. As is well known it is
renewed every twenty-one years but no changes are allowed.
It is dedicated to AMATERASU OMIKAMI (The Sun Goddess) and

. the sacred symbols, the Sword, Mirror and Jewels are
supposed to be deposited here. Generally speaking Shintc
shrines are centers of amusement and are bedlam personified.
But here restraint is in evidence. Besides getting a view
of the shrine in nearby villages the tastes of the lowly
worshiper can be satisfied by bowing before other alters.

The attraction at Nagoya is the magnificent castle built

more than three hundred years ago. It replaced a smaller

one and was the creation of Toycatomi Hideyoshi. He
intrusted the task to Kato Kiyomasa who did the work so
satisfactorily that he was rewarded with the rule of Kumamoto
in Kyushu. At one time Hideyoshi personally owned the
castles of Nagaoya, Osaka, Fushimi and Himeji. Tokugawa
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who destroyed his House had no castle worth the name.
Nageoya has a reputation. for producing the finest porcelain.

Mt. Fuji is a conspicuous mountain but its height is less
than 13,000 feet. We planned the climb at Gotemba and to
make the ascent and return in one day we arranged to spend
the night at the second stage and proceed early the next
morning. We were to go by horseback to this point. I had
mounted and as Dr. Campbell doing the same, handed a small
bag as he thought to his guide. Instantaneously this man
vanished in the darkness. The bag contained nearly $100.00.
For a time we were held up but I had enough money to take

us to Yokohama where Dr. Campbell could fit out afresh.

The stage where we spent the night was about 5,000 feet.

and we stood the cold well enough. We had expected to

start early but the guide asked us to wait till the

morning chill disappeared. We made better progress than

I had expected. Dr. Campbell seemed to expect we would

not be able to reach the top and finally said he would

give up the attempt. I told him I would go on and that he
could wait for me at one of the stages at the foot of the
mountain. From that point the progress was slower but I
reached the top safely. Visibility to the East and Northeast
was good but West and Southwest little could be seen. The
descent was all too easy and my guide eautioned I might

try to make it too rapidly. I found Dr. Campbell asleep
and when we came to the stage where we left. the horses we
found all in readiness and were not long in reaching Gotemba.

We spent the first night after leaving Gotemba at Miyanoshita.
The hotel was good and the hot-springs bathing fine. The
climb from there to Lake Hakone was steep. We walked the
distance but agreed it would be best to travel by chair
when we returned. The hotal accommodations at Hakone

were bad compared with Miyanoshita but the lake and
surroundings were charming. We took a boat and went to

a place where the cold water of the lake was warmed by

an under-surface hot spring. We took up another position
and saw the shadow or reflection of Mt. Fuji plainly.

From Hakone we have an excellent view of Mt. Fufi. Odawara
was the original Hojo Shogun Capital replaced later by
Kamakura. The castle at the former place is in ruins.
Kamakura is best known by the Daibutsu (Great Buddha).

It sits on its pedestal at the foot of the mountain and
instead of being housed under the roof of a temple inside
the image itself is a temple complete to the last detail.

Stopping at the Palace Hotel we spent one night in Yokohama.
That hotel was usually crowded when Ocean Liners came in but
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assistant clerk and supported his mother and grandmother.
He offered to become my assistant saying he wished to give
full time to the work. I gave him the same pay he was
getting in the court. His grandmother strongly opposed
his becoming a Christian worker saying she would never

eat "Jesus rice". She meant rice bought with money that
came from the church. His fine spirit won her over. He
was already a leader in the Christian chureh in Japan

and every church he visited was greatly blessed. . Two
years after he graduated from Kwansei Gakuin he went to
America and entered Trinity College. After returning

to Japan he went back to pastorate of the Hiroshima
church. He published a magazine, The Yorekobi No Otozure”.
A free translation would be Glad Tidings. On the death
of Bishop Akazawa he was elected Bishop of the Japan
Methodist Church.

Note: The year before he graduated from Trinity College
he attended the session of the Western North Carolina
Conference and the Message he delivered made a deep and
lasting impression on all whe heard him. I can only give
a list of the other Oita men who went to America and
studied in our schools, their only object being to prepare
themselves better for the work: Kubota Gakuzo spent one
year in Trinity College and three years in Vanderbilt;
Motoyoshi Kiyoshi graduated from Boston University;

K. Kondo graduated from Emory University; Shimizu, Tsuda
and Tanida all studied in Theological Schools. in America.
In addition to these a large number of Women evengelists
joined the service. .

In December Dr., Lambuth came to Oita and had been there
only one night when he had a telegram from Mrs. Lambuth
telling of the death of her mother, Mrs. D. C. Kelly.

She said she wished to go back to America at once so

that she might be with her father. He decided at once
he would take her to America and returned without doing
any preaching for us. He was a thoroughgoing missionary
and we were sorry to lose him even for the one year he
expected to be absent. He became Secretary of the Board
of Missions and later Bishop in our church but we considered
it our misfortune to lose this good and great missionary.

Each day was much like the one that had come before. I
had no visit from my America associates since Dr. Lambuth
had sailed for home. One morning just before I sat down
for breakfast, two foreigners came to the "genkwan", the
front entrance, and one of them let himself be known by
lustily saying, "Gomennassai! The literal of this is,
excuse me, but in this connection it meant, Hello! The
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two visitors were J. C. Davison and Charles Bishop. The
former had come to Japan in 1873 and the latter in 1876.
Their homes were in Nagasaki and they had been on a tour
of inspection in Miyasaki Prefecture to the South of us.
On the voyage up to Oita their ship had to battle a severe
sea and Mr. Bishop was still limp from its effects. The
table was changed so that three might breakfast together.
Bishop refused to partake and said he wanted to be put to
bed. Davison had been a veteran of the Civil War and
marched through Georgia with Sherman and was making light
of the storm. Mr., Shiba had met Davison and remembered
he was the author of the new hymnal. . Arrangements were
made for the visitors to preach for-us at night and a
large crowd of young men assembled. Mr. Davison sang
many of the new songs in the hymnal. He knew Japanese
well and the crowd was delighted.

My first Christmas was spent in Oita and I was surprised
to see the importance the converts attached to it. It
seemed to be something the heathen could understand.

Mr. Shiba had decided tc immigrate to Hawaii and when

he told the church people they expressed deep regret.

I would have no one to act as my interpreter and no one
supply when I could not be on hand. Before New Year

Mr. Shiba and I went to Kobe. I had to have my passport
renewed and it took longer than usual. While in Kobe

I stopped with W. P. Turner who had recently joined our
Mission.

On returning to Oita I had to make new plans for the work
and as we had no trained pastors Yanagiwara Naoto became

my teacher and Kugimiya the assistant worker. Yanagiwara
did not know enough English to interpret for me so I did
less preaching than I had been doing. I redoubled my
efforts to master enough Japanese to preach in the language
of the people. I laboriously translated a sermon and on

a Sunday in February stood up before the members and friends
of the church and made an honest effort. I did not have

to be told that little of what I said was intelligible to
the listeners, but I could see they wanted to understand.
Some of them, from habit, thanked me for the sermon, but
Oshima Tsubasa, always honest and above board, could not
restrain his emotions longer and to keep from laughing
outright he crammed a "tenugui' (small towel) in his

mouth. I had been in Japan only seven months but have
always felt I did right in reaching the decision to

speak in Japanese. Gradually it became easier and after

a few years I had the satisfaction that I was understood.
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When Dr. W. R. Lambuth returned to America, Dr. J. W. Lambuth,
his father, became acting Superintendent and made an
appointment to hold a Quarterly Conference at Oita. He
could not come at the appointed time and as representatives
had come from Saiki and Kitsuki, I considered it best to
hold the Conference. Later he did visit our station and
held a conference but ruled the one we had held was out

of order. He was a saintly man and an untiring worker

but did not have the initiative of his son, W. R. Lambuth.
He added Uwajima, Yawatahama, and Yoshida to the work I
already had. He died in April, 1892, at the age of sixty-
one. Mrs. J. W. Lambuth labored in Japan. another eight
years and died in China. J. W. Lambuth was buried in

the Onohama cemetery in Kobe. ~

I went to Kobe in March to have my passport renewed and
while there a Mission Meeting was held and Dr. S. H.
Wainwright and I were chosen to go to Tokyo to consult
with representatives of the Methodist Episcopal and
Canadian Methodist churches with reference to establishing
a Christian Advocate. The Railway between Tokyo~and

Kobe should have been completed by this time but had

been delayed. English engineers had charge of the
construction but when it was nearing completion Japanese
engineers asked that they might survey and construct one
of the long tunnels in the vicinity of Mt. Fuji. They
operated from the two sides of the mountain expecting to
meet. But by some miscalculation they were out of line
and passed one andéther. A resurvey and reconstruction

was the only way out of the diffieculty and months of

delay was the result. We travelled to Tokyc by beat.

We went directly from the ship to the Yokohama Station

and after a short run reached Tokyo. The only difference
in Tokyo and an interior town in Kyushu was that the latter
was on a larger scale. The streets leading up to Shinbashi
Station were no wider nor better conditioned than in Oita.
The only means of travel was by jinrikisha. We were to

be entertained at Aoyama Gakuin and we were a full hour

on the way. I was entertained at the home of J. 0.
Spenser who in addition to his teaching duties was
directing a publishing house, the name of which was

Kyo Bun Kan. Later it became a prosperour business.

The first meeting of our committee took place in the
afternoon of the day of the arrival. Dr. Wainwright

and I represented the M. E. Church, South, Mission;

J. 0. Spenser and Honda Yoichi the M. E. Mission and

Mr. Whittington and T. Hiraiwa the Canadian Mission.

Mr. Scper of the M. E. and Dr. McDonald and Mr. H. H.
Coates of the Canadian were present and gave advice.

The Presbyterians already had a well circulated Christian
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Weekly named the Kirisuto Shimbun .and the American Board
planned one. The plan adopted for financing the paper

was quickly disposed of on the basis of equal contribution.

It took some time to decide on a name. Naturally we wanted ;
to translate Christian Advocate into Japanese but the

Presbyterians had already chosen that title for theirs.

Honda Yoichi suggested the Gokyo as the name explaining

that it meant the Five Chinese Classics. Opposition

developed but Mr. Honda was the leading Christian in Japan

and his name was adopted. Mr. Spencer was chosen as

manager and Honda Hiraiwa and Whittington were to act

as advisers. Immediate publication was authorized and i
some opinions were expressed as to the subject matter.

When the Nihon Methodist Church was established, Honda
Yoichi was elected the first Bishop and at his death
T. Hiraiwa was elected to succeed him.

At that time Dr. Kate Hiroyuki, President of the Imperial
University, was bitterly attacking Christianity, using

the leading newspapers. A suggestion that met with
approval was that Mr. Takahashi Goro, a scholarly christian,
be engaged to oppose him and that his articles appear in
the Gokyo. Mr. Takahashi had studied in England and-
America and was a Greek and Hebrew scholar. He had been

a member of the committee which translated the Bible into
Japanese and the language of all of the 0ld Testament was
left entirely to him. It was considered masterly. The
language of the first edition of the New Testament was the
work of Mr. Okuno. It was not considered satisfactory and
a Revised Edition of the New Testament was issued in 1917.
The articles by Mr. Takahashi were popular and helped to
introduce the new Christian Journal. Dr. and Mrs. Wainwright
were the best of travelling companions and the -journey

to Tokyo and the association with. experienced missionaries
and able Japanese workers were most helpful to a beginner
such as I.

In March, 1891, Yanagiwara Naoto entered the Theological
Department of Kwansei Gakuin and in his place I secured
Hayashi Kiyomitsu who at that time was a teacher at
Tsurukawa. He had had some training in a School for
Teachers at Oita. He knew no English but had a good
method of teaching and fondness for Japanese literature
and it was at this period of my study of Japanese that

I made most progress. I had alréady learned to read

the Primary School textbooks and he introduced me to
standard novels and we read Bakin's Hakken Den, Tametomo
and the like. About this time Takegoshi's History of
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Japan was published and as it was the first to express
doubts as to the authenticity of much that was common 1
belief his work was praised by some and condemned. It
was written in the colloquial style, so with the aid
of my teacher I was able to make some progress in the
language and at the same time learn something about
Japanese history.

The spring and early summer is the time when the idle
of all ages and classes take to the road. If long planned
pilgrimages to distant temples and shrines cannot be
undertaken a festival in a nearby town or village attracts
devotees in unbelievable numbers. A small Shinto shrine
only a block from my house staged a sword dance tournament
and I was attracted to it by drum beats and the accompanying
flute. It was new to me but I looked on with wonder.
Champion wrestlers met at Beppu and I went more to see
the giants than to study their skill. Women in a continuous
stream passed my house and I was told they were on their
to Nakayama Jinsha and that all of them were expectant
mothers. The shrine was in the Eastern part of Oita and
I had a desire to see what was taking place. After depositing
their offering in the gaizenbako (collection box) each
worshiper went to a stand and bought a paper string about
six inches long and using only one hand tied this around
one of the lattices of an enclosed part of the shrine. This
god was expected to be present at childbirth and favored
all who believed in him. The Educational Department of

" the Prefectural Government sponsored athletiecs in the
early summer and the main contests were fencing, archery,
judo (jujutsu) and go (checkers). Preliminaries began at
10:00 a.m. and the finals came off in the late afternoon.
It was evident that these sports were entertaining and
that the contestants were in the game to win. My object
in showing up at such places was to familiarize myself
with their ways of thinking and acting.

Our English School closed for the summer about the first
of July and I went to Kobe and spent the first part of the
vacation in the home of the Wainwrights. I was to furnish
the cook so Kitahama went with me. All the first month I
studied my Conference Course so as to take my examination
at the Mission Meeting. Dr. Campbell, a medical missionary
from Suchow, China, came to Kobe and suggested we take an
extensive tour through Japan. We made out our journey so
as to take in the following places: Osaka, Nara, Kyoto,
Lake Biwa, Gifu, Ise, Nagoya, Mt. Fuji, Lake Hakone,
Miyanoshita, Kamakura, Yokohama, Tokyo and Nikko. We saw
the sights at Osaka and Nara and reached Kyoto in the
afternoon. Hidyoshi's castle at Osaka and the Dai Butsu
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(Great Buddha) at Nara were proof that Japan had at one
time had conceptions of greatness. Kyote, the Capital

of Japan for nearly 1000 years, has more attractions

than any other city in Japan. Besides following the
beaten path of temples, shrines and palaces we saw

the artists weaving the wonderful tapestries and inlaying
the ininitable cloisene. ’

Lake Biwa is the largest lake in Japan and two important
cities are on the lakeside: Hikone and Otsu. Otsu is the
station on the Tokaido railway and most sightseers start
their tour around the lake from there. About five miles
from Otsu on the South shores of the lake is a pine tree
of enormous size, - not so tall but the spread of its
branches have been supported by props and encouraged to
spread further and further till they now look more like
giant vines than limbs. This tree, like many other
natural curiosities in nature, is an objeet of worship.

A steam launch carried us to Hikone and other points on
the lakeshore. Hikone has a castle, not ranking with the
largest but famous as the residence of 0da Nobunaga,
especially over the period which he was completing his
conquest of Japan. A canal cornects the ‘lake with Kyoto.

In the early spring of 1891 the Russian fleet paid a visit
to Japan and the Crown Prince Nicholas, Emperor Nicholas II,
1894-1917 was with the fleet and one of the places he
visited was Lake Biwa. He and his party had gone by train
from Kobe where the fleet was anchored. High officials
were on hand to welcome him and it was thought every
possible precaution had been taken to protect him as it was
known that anti-Russian sentiment in Japan was strong.
Just as he was entering the station a policeman in uniform
with drawn sword rushed upon the prince and inflicted a
deep wound in his scalp. Crown Prince George of Greece
was by his side and belabored the assailant with a cane
but the jinrikisha man grappled with the mad policeman and
easily overpowered him and it was generally conceded that
this action saved the Prince's life. Of course the
Japanese government rewarded him and Russia made him a
pensioner for life. This incident was fresh in the minds
of a2ll the inhabitants of Otsu and when we were there he
was directing a band of jinrikisha men. He got his share
of what his guild took in and this with the pension he
was living in affluence. From time to time the newpapers
mentioned him and years later the story appeared that he
had taken to drink and died of its effects.

The Russians rushed the Crown Prince back to his ship and the








