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I went to Kobe to attend the Mission Meeting which at that
time was organized into a Conference, Mrs. J. W. Lambuth
asked me about Miss McClellan's plans and I told her she
would soon be going back to China. She sent Mary an
invitation to be her guest when she came down to Kobe

on her way to Shanghai. Many of the Arima vacationers
had left Arima and I accompanied Mary to Kobe and as I
was going to Oita we travelled by the same boat as far
as Moji where the ship took on coal. I took a small
coast steamer to Nagasu near Oita. Being engaged we had
to plan for the future. At that time the Woman's Board
had all missionaries sign a five year contract and one of
the stipulations was that if a young missionary should
marry before the contract expired the amount given for
travel and equipment must be refunded. Miss McClellan
had served four years and she decided to stay in China
one more year. Either then or by correspondence we
arranged for me to visit Shanghai the next Chinese New
Year. When I left Oita for Shanghai I travelled by
jinrikisha to Nagasu and from there to Shimonoseki by

a small coastal steamer. I changed to a larger coastal
steamer for Nagasaki. It landed passengers at Hakata,
Sasebo and Hirado. Genkai (the offing) was very rough.
This was my first visit to Nagasaki and as the Methodist
Episcopal Mission made this one of their largest centers
I met many friends and made new acquaintences. T had to
wait two days before the ship for Shanghail arrived and
was entertained in the home of Brother Johnson. It was
there that I first heard of the Revolution in Hawaii and
the request of the Revolutionists that it be annexed to
America. President Cleveland turned it down and it
remained independent till McKinley became President.

At Shanghai I was entertained in the home of Brother Moses
Hill who was a widower. He had been in China conly four

or five years but had made fine progress in the language
and was very active in Evangelistic work. I went with

him to one of the country churches. The name of the place
was Neziang. He preached and counseled with his workers
after which we went to a nearby city, Kading, where

Miss Lochie Rankin and Miss Kerr lived. Not long after-
wards Brother Hill and Miss Kerr were married. We had
dinner with them and soon set out for Shanghai. We
engaged a wheelbarrow and when the road was not too

rough one of us rode. We stopped at village tea houses
and Mr. Hill mingled freely with all classes.

Miss MeClellan's contract with her Mission Board would not
be up till late in the summer but as her work was educational
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and she would have a holiday beginning in July she was
released unconditionally and we decided to be married

on the 27th of July, 1893. After returning to Japan

I studied hard and did all in my power to build up the
churches, at the same time opening new chapels. About
this time Mr. Aoki, a Presbyterian preacher, came to
Oita from Usuki and requested we use him in all our
churches for special meetings. He succeeded in our
churches and chapels and we decided to engage the city
theater for a series of meetings. Hayashi was to lead
off, Aoki was to make the principal speech and I was

to conclude. We soon.realized organized opposition had
to be met and that a band of Normal School students were
the leaders. All was quiet while Hayashi spoke but
before Aoki got well started bedlam broke loose and the
police could do nothing. Similar troubles were experienced.

In the spring and early summer the meetings in our church
were attended by far larger numbers than ever before and
the children filled the church at the Sunday School hour.
We secured the help of Miss Araki who had studied in America.
As organist and worker among the women she did a good work.
The first class of graduates of the Theolegical Department
of Kwansei Gakuin graduated in March, Usaki, Tanaka and
Nakayama. They would not get their Conference appointments
till the Conference met in July but I secured the services
of Nakayama hoping he might be appointed at Conference.

He was a fine preacher and he and his wife were warmly
welcomed.

The Annual Conference met in Hiroshima, July 18, and as

no Bishop from America came to the field, B. W. Waters

was elected to preside. Miss Mary McClellan and I were

to be married in Shanghai, July 27, 1893, so I had to
leave before the Conference closed, but I had made my
report and succeeded in getting Nakayama appointed as

the first pastor of the Oita Church. I sailed from Kobe
by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha liner, The Saikyo Maru, July
23, 1893, and reached Shanghai on the 25th. Mr. Lucas

of the M. E. Church, South Mission met me at the landing
and took me to the home of Dr. C. F. Ried where I was
entertained till we left for Japan. We were to.-be married
in the Trinity Methodist Church on Nankin Road in the
French Concession. Mary, Miss Helen Richardson and

Miss Smithey lived in the Mission Home on the same compound.
They held a dinner party the night I arrived. We talked
over the arrangements for the wedding and it appeared

I had everything necessary except white gloves. When I
went for them the next day the store said they had been
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put up in moth balls for the summer but they were kind
enough to get them out. We rehearsed on the 26th. I
had to apply in person at the American Consulate for the
Marriage license. It was required that the Consul be
present at the wedding.

A COPY QOF THE LICENSE

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, SHANGHAI
CHINA, July 27, 1893

I, W. S. Emens Vice and Acting Consul General of the United
States at Shanghai, do hereby certify that. on this 27th
day of July A.D. 1893, at Trinity Church, M. E. Mission
(South) in Shanghai William Albert Wilson, aged 31 years,
born in Sutherland, North €arolina and now residing in
Oita, Japan and Mary Amelia McClellan aged 25 years born
in Mississippi and now residing in Shanghai were united

in marriage before me, and in my presence, by Rev. C. F.
Reid who is authorized by laws of United States to perform
such a ceremony.

In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed m& name and
affixed the seal of the CONSULATE GENERAL AT SHANGHAI this
27th day of July, A.D. 1893, and of the INDEPENDENCE OF
THE UNITED STATES THE 118th.

W. L. Emens,

Vice & Acting U.S. Consul General

Mr. Reid was to take me to the church and carry the bride
and groom back to his house after the ceremony. We were
challenged when we came to the French Concession and
discovered our driver had no license for that part of the
city. For this we were detained half an hour and so much
late at the church. The church was full of Chinese and
the streets around were crowded. The ceremony itself
went off smoothly but we had difficulty getting back to
the carriage. The disturbance was such that I felt I

was protecting the bride. A dinner was given by Miss
Laura Haygood and others at McTyerie Girls School.

Until we sailed for Japan we were entertained in the home

of Rev. C. F. Reid. Dr. Reid was an outstanding missionary
and when the M. E. Church, South, Mission was organized in
Korea he was chosen to undertake the task. The new Mission
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succeeded wonderfully. His son, Wightman Reid, served as

a medical missionary and finally became a missiocnary to

the Jews in America. Mrs. C. F. Reid was a neice of

Bishop William Wightman. We highly appreciated the

kindness of the Reid family. Among the friends who were

with us in our voyage to Japan were Rev. W. B. Burke, )
Mrs. Burke and William Burke, Jr.

We had arranged to go directly to Arima to spend one
month there before going to our home in Oita and after
storing some of our baggage we went to Sumiyoshi and

from there crossed the mountain carried by coolies in
chairs. We had a house to ourselves and Kitahama served
us well as cook and housekeeper. My house in Oita was
not well furnished but we made out much better when what
Mary had shipped from Shanghai was installed. She wisely
included the handmade Chinese chairs. Not only were they
comfortable but most durable. Some of them were still

in use when we left Japan in 1930.

When in China I was constantly comparing and contrasting
the Japanese and Chinese and I knew Mary must be doing
the same in Japan and I wondered how she would evaluate
their good and bad qualities. We had to go to Oita in
one of the Uwajima Maru boats. It was loaded to capacity
both in freight and passengers. It was littered with
both alike. Bohemian was no name for the manners of

the passenger element. While we were sailing in the offing
between Mitsugahama and Oita a stoker emerged from the
engine room and placed his bath tub on deck and in plain
view of all cleansed himself of the accumulated grime.

It was evident he was envied by many of the onlookers.
One of the women passengers politely asked him to allow
her to bathe next. By the time he had finished she

was ready and with as much composure as could be seen
anywhere and at any time she indulged in this, the
supreme luxury of all Japanese. My wife was shocked

and I had not grown accustomed to such sights to the
extent that I could say it was nothing to be worried
about. One or two years later the boats plying these
same seas displayed signs prohibiting nudity. The
Japanese themselves had come to realize that civilization's
controls included their own country.

Mary's experience in China had taught her that what one
would like was was not obtainable at all times. It
seemed she had already made up her mind to adapt herself
to eircumstances and that we were one in spirit. I felt
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sure, working together, we could accomplish much more than
I had. I was not mistaken in this estimate and till the
day we left Japan in 1930, she always bore more than her
share of the burden. In my absence, Pastor Nakayama had
made good progress in the work and our friends warmly
welcomed us. Up to this time only one Caucasian woman
had lived in Oita. Mrs. S. H. Wainwright had been with
her husband when he was in the Government School. She
entered heartily into my plans and assisted in the church
work from the beginning., Her church music was highly
appreciated.

I had a regular itinerary and was always prospecting for
new fields of promise and she was willing to travel with

me or to stay home alone when places visited were too
distant or arduous. I was always encouraged on leaving
home and heartily welcomed on returning. Our first trip

to an out-station was to Kitsuki, twenty-five miles distant,
and we travalled by jinrikisha. She stood it as well as

I did and enjoyed it just as much.

In the autumn of 1893, we had a most interesting visitor.

The Rev. Mr. Raynor, a member of the Mississippi Conference,
came to Japan with intention of giving Bibles to people

who would promise to read. He was a seldier in the
Confederate Army and had fought in the Battle of Missiocnary
Ridge where he was wounded and had his arm amputated. He

had never married and usually served churches and circuits
that paid low salaries. Many years before this he had
conceived the idea, since he could not go to Japan .as a
missionary, that he would save as much as he could and go

to Japan at his own expense. When this was known, interested
parties made contributions which were to be used to purchase
Bibles. Every member of the M. E. Church, South Mission,
cooperated with him. He stamped each book, stating it was

a gift on condition the receiver would promise to read it

and also gave his name and address. I worked with him till
he had canvassed Oita and the surrounding towns and while
many refused to even look at the book, others seemed happy

to get it. At that time, in and around Oita, there was ‘
in almost every home a loom and some member of the family

was busily engaged weaving the cloth the family needed

and in some cases they sold their out-put to merchants.

Mr. Raynor listened to the sound of weaver's shuttle and |
claimed he seldom was ordered away from such homes and

that they gladly accepted a Bible.
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He accompanied Mrs. Wilson and me to Saiki where I felt
sure he could give away hundreds of Bibles. About the
time we arrived in Saiki and reached our hotel one of
those terrible autumn typhocons began to rage and a rain
the like of which comes only two or three times in a
century deluged the land. The heaviest fall came at
flood-tide and the onrushing stream from the mountains
back of us was first brought to a standstill and then made
to flow in reverse and as a result the city was inundated
and we had to escape from our rocms on the first floor

to the second. We had to share the room with Mr. Raynor
but by using the movable screens, we improvised a partition
which gave us a measure of privacy. Boatmen could be

seen plying their oars in every part of the town. They
were used for the most part to evacuate the unfortunate
ones who lived in huts and houses:of one floor. It was
two days before the floods subsided and the streets were
so muddy we decided to defer Bible distribution and taking
a boat we made our way to the harber expecting to sail
back to Oita at once, but the coast steamer was a day late
and we had to spend a night in the hotel. We boarded the
overdue boat the next day and while at lunch the sound

of the propeller suddenly ceased. The passengers, to the
last man, rushed to the deck and the mate calmly announced
the propeller had dropped to the bottom of the sea. A
passing junk sailboat was engaged and towed us back to
Saiki harbor where we had to await the next boat to Oita.
When it did come we were told we would have to land at
Beppu since the waves were still so high passengers could
not land at Oita. It was daylight when we landed at Beppu
and from there we took jinrikisha. The highway follows
the sea and the terrible waves had obliterated road much
of the way so we had to walk at least two miles of the
distance. The jinrikisha men were kind encugh to carry
our baggage. 0Oita had been completely flooded and the
high-water mark in our livingroom stocd at about four

feet above the floor. In the early stages of the flood
Kitahama had gone out in a boat to rescue friends but

next though of home and had to swim part of the way.

He moved books from the lower shelves and put them on

the table and carried food to the second floor. He was

in a panic and when he began to feel the pangs of hunger
he found his charcoal wet and crazed as he was he tore

off the gilt picture frames and cooked his rice with thenm.
It was distressed travellers returning to a dilapidated
home. Mr. Raynor uttered not a word of complaint. His
life in the Civil War, and its first cousin, the Itinerancy
of the Methodist Church had taught him patience, perseverance
and fortitude.








