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all other Divisions, went to China, but the people supposed
while the Emperor remained in Hiroshima his Life Guards
would be stationed near him. Many of the best families
voluntarily moved out of thelr homes so that officers
might have comfortable quarters, however, they were well
paid. Their system of requisitioning homes, temples and
even a single room saved the expense of building. temporary
barracks. Because of soldiers coming and going at all
times of the day the narrow streets were sometimes blocked
for hours. The harbor at Ujina was good but the larger
transports had to anchor at distance from the shere and
even the horses used by the cavalry had to be picked up
from flat boats by the use of derricks. Previous notice
was given of arrivals of well known generals, admirals

and statesmen and vast crowds were out to welcome them.
Even greater numbers were on hand when 4 hero left for the
front.

Marshall Yamagata had been the leading military character
in Japan for thirty years. He and Saigo Takamori had
fought the forces layal to the Shogun all the way from
North Kyushu to Yeddo (old name for Tokyo) and the remnants
of the die-hards to the tip of Honshu. Saigo had rebelled
in Kyushu and died a suicide at Kagoshima. Yamagata had
his own way till the Japan-China war. It was known that
his health was bad but he demanded that he be sent to the
front and the day was set for him to sail from Ujina. It
was given out that he would walk the three miles from the
Castle and every foot of space was taken on both sides of
the street the whole distance. Our party was stationed
about half way between the Castle and the Harbor. Some
expressed the fear that he would not be able to meet the
whole distance. As he passed us he showed he was tired
but determined. He succeeded in carrying out his determination
to go to war under his own power. As he passed the crowds
broke up and on on our way back we saw many officers of
inferior rank hurrying on in riksha to join the Marshall's
ship. The people wondered why they could not have gone

on foot just as Yamagata had.

I was used to itinerating and had gone to my appcintments
regularly. But representing our church as I did, I found
I had to be present at many ceremonies, receptions and
farewells., A large number of nurses, many of whom werse
Christians, were to be sent to the front and a farewell
meeting for them was held at my house. The Rev. Mr.
Miyagawa of Osaka made a gocd talk to them and we had
Christian songs. The new Union Hymn Book had only lately
been published and everyone of the nurses had bought or
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a committee to do the work and have it printed. That
portion dealing with the Conferences and Trials was assigned
to me and the supposition was that K. Usaki would help me

do the work. Hori was fairly good in English and we
undertook this work without delay. K. Usaki's father

was the legal President of the Hiroshima Girls School

but actually Miss Gaines was in full control. It had to

be so because no foreigner had the right to conduct a

school in any part of the Empire. I engaged the elder

Usaki as my personal teacher. He was well known as a
Chinese scholar and Mr., Hori and .I always submitted our
translation of the Discipline to Mr. Usaki who polished

the language. Other members of the Mission translated

other parts. It was published in 1895 and was the one

and only edition used in our church. When all the Methodist
Missions united and formed the Nipon Methodist Church

a new Diseipline had to be published.

Hiroshima was the Headquarters of the Imperial Japanese
Army and the Emperor with his staff were expected almost
any day. Some claimed he would arrive by warship and
others said he would come by train. Soon speeial arrange-
ments and precautions at and near the station and improve-
ments on the street from the train to the Hiroshima

Castle where the Dai Gen Sui (Commander in GChief) was to
take up his residence made it plain he would arrive by
train. The papers published little about his progress

but Hiroshima could tell by the state of the decoratiens
and as they neared completion they knew they did not have
to wait days but only hours. Like many other places
Hircshima claimed the Emperor Jimmu Tenno on his advance
to Yamato made Fuchu, a suburb of Hiroshima, his Capital.
They had hoped to live to see an Emperor but could hardly
believe their eyes when Ten No Heika did appear. It
seemed all Hiroshima and many more were on hand but every-
thing was orderly. The Empress did not come with him

and it was given out His Majesty would live the life of

a soldier, that no women were to be seen at the Castle

and that the Emperor would reduce his wine almost to

the vanishing point. Likewise his trusted advisers

should follow his example.

The influx of soldiers and civilians made Hiroshima one

of the busiest cities in Japan. It was claimed that the
population doubled in two weeks after the beginning of

war. Houses had to be provided for the Government offiecials
of the War and Communications Departments and with the Emperor
came the Konce Shidan, the Imperial Guards. They, like
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like top had the usual curve. I never saw a photograph
of the building and few remember it now.

The Imperial Diet coming to Hiroshima was the sensation
of the war. Peers.Representatives and their numerous
followers had to be accommodated and the city was taxed
to the limit. It really made a difference in our Church
work. It may seem strange but a larger proportion of
Christians were elected to the Imperial Diet in the
early sessions than at a later period. Three of these
were outstanding members of the House of Representatives.
Kataoka Kenkichi was the first Speaker to be elected to
this body and held the position for ten years., Ebara
Soroku was a member of our church and attended our meetings
regularly. He never missed a prayer meeting. Shimada
Saburo was the orator of the Diet. He was first a
Congregationalist but later became a Unitarian. There
were many other Christians and Mr. Kataoka called them
together for prayer before the Diet met. The Emperor
had left the Castle only a few times since he came to
Hiroshima. “He had visited the Kure Naval Station, the
Etajima Military Academy and Miyajima but was reported
to give full time to his military duties.

On the day the Diet opened the people had an opportunity
to see the Emperor on his way to and from the opening
session and they turned out in vast numbers. Of course
those standing in the rear could not see him. It was the
most orderly crowd I have ever witnessed. The way from
the Castle gate to the Diet building was heaped with white
pebbles and only the sound the wheels of the Emperors made
as it passed could be heard. Not a cheer went up for the
Ruler; not a word was uttered. Some returned quietly but
many kept their places with the hope of seeing him on

his way back after reading his message before the joint
assembly. I think it was less than an hour before he

rode quietly back to the Castle. It was a regulation

of both Houses that no one could be admitted and listen

to the proceedings without a pass signed by scme member.
Through Representative Ebara Soroku I secured a pass and
listened to the proceedings for a few hours. Appropriation
of funds for the war was the subject and the great financier,
Matsukata, was explaining the bill. There was little
attempt at speech-making but many questions were asked.
Twenty years later, 1915, Representative Ogawa gave me a
pass to the Diet in Tokyo which was state when compared
with the Hiroshima Extra Session.

i
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who shot Li Hung Chang had heard of it, and this inspired
his crime. It was widely circulated that England was a
party to the intervention and in fact most of the resentment
was direeted against Great Britain. They were greatly
pleased when they learned England would not join the other
powers. The feeling was that Japan would disregard the
protests of Germany, Russia and France. We spent two days
in Shimonoseki and took a boat for Hiroshima. Mr. Shaw
“went back to his home in Yamaguchi. I met two American
Newspaper correspondents on the deck of the beat and they
knew all about the intervention of the pewers. They asked
my opinion about how it would be received by the public
and I replied the Japanese would most assuredly fight
rather than give in. They asked me to sound out the
passengers. It was news to them but they were unanimous
in replying Japan would not yield. When Japan realized
she could not annex Manchuria she demanded an increase

in indemnity which China agreed to. The people agreed
they had to yield to force but said every cent of the
indemnity had to be set aside to build up a navy and

that the insult would be avenged. They claim to have
achieved this end in their defeat of Russia in 1904-5,

the capture of Chingtso from the Germans in 1915 and
Indo-China from the French in 1941-2.

Before recurring the problems the missionary has to face

I wish to give a brief account of life in Hiroshima during
the winter and spring of 1894-5. No doubt the Japanese,
even before going to war, felt they could defeat China
within a few months and without excessive losses, but they
never let up in the least in pressing the war energetically.
To this end they called a special session of the Imperial
Diet to be convened in Hiroshima. According to their way
of thinking it had to be held where the Empercr had his
Headquarters. The first Diet had been called in Tokyo in
1891 and the Extra Session in Hireoshima in early 1895 was
fifth. There was no building in the city large enough to
accommodate both the House of Peers (Kizokuin) and the
House of Representatives (Shugiin). The people were
astonished when they learned a temporary Diet Building

was to be erected in their city. The site selected was

the Southeast corner of the Parade Field. Our Methodist
church was just across the moat to the South. It had to

be rushed to completion in a month or six weeks and the
activity displayed was amazing. The work went on day

and night and as neither gas nor electric lights had come
to Hiroshima, torches, lanterns, lamps and bonfires were
called into use. The building was large but the construction
was simple, the rocof, however, from the eaves to the crest-
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there. He further added that the people in general feared
a Treaty of Peace would not be agreed upon. It was known
that Count Mutsu, representing the Japanese Government,
demanded the annexation of Manchuria and a large War
Indemnity, and that Li Hung Chang was holding out against
the cession of any territory whatever. They also knew

Li Hung Chang was begging foreign powers to intervene.

The newspapers had begun to demand that the Chinese Envoys
be sent back and that Pekin be occupied. The policeman
accompanying me usually followed but when he saw a crowd
ahead he would pass me to see what was going on. At one
place the farmers with their women were preparing their
rice fields and the men as usual were nude. He called
them to the side of his jinrikisha and scolded them sharply
asking them if they were not ashamed to be seen undressed
by a traveller from a distant land. I met Mr. Shaw at
Tokuyama and from there we went to Mitajiri (Bofu). This
was the main harbor in that section and the Seashore police
could look after us, so my bodyguard from Oshima was
relieved.

Mr. Kosaki was the Japanese pastor at Mitajiei and besides
the night meetings in the chapel we went to the nearby
towns and villages and preached either on the street corners
or in the hotels. Mr. Ayers, a Presbyterian missionary
living in Yamaguchi, on his way to Shimonoseki, came to
Mitajiri and Mr. Shaw and I decided to go with him.

Li Hung Chang was quite a hero and we were to see him.

We arrived at night and the hotels were so crowded we

were advised to go to Chofu, five miles distant. The
following morning we teook jinrikisha and went to Shimonoseki
but as we drew near we were told we could. not enter the
city, the reason being a Japanese fanatic had fired a
pistol at Li Hung Chang and that he was already dead or
expected to die. Later we were allowed to enter the city
and learned his wound was not fatal. The bullet had lodged
in his face and it was announced Marquis Ito Hirocbumi and
Surgeon General Ishiguro were speeding to Shimonoseki.
Emperor Mutsuhito had ordered his Premier and his chief
surgeon to the Chinese hero's assistance. The bullet

was removed by the Surgeon General and negotiations were
scon resumed. From that time Marquis Ito took direct part
in the treaty making. The Japanese in general expressed
sorrow for the attack on the representative of the enemy
and announced their terms would be less severe.

Before this unfortunate incident had occurred the inter-
vention of Germany, Russia and France had taken shape but
the general public had heard nothing of it. The fanatic
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and English residents of Hiroshima that he speak to them
on Sunday but he could not promise since he was subject
to the orders of the Chinese envoy.

Early the next day the rumor spread that Count Mutsu would
not even meet Peace Ambassador Chang since an inspection of
his credentials showed he did not have plenipotetiary
powers. What it all amounted to was that the Mission was
completely ignored. Count Mutsu did not even see Chang.
They were told a Japanese ship was in readiness to take

. them back to China. When they entered Hiroshima each
jinrikisha was drawn by two men but as they left only one
man was provided. No notice was taken of them as they
passed. The Chinese wanted to negotiate later but the
Japanese replied they would receive no one of lower rank
than Li Hung Chang himself.

By March the Japanese had marched North and taken Hoten
(Mukden) and their fleet had completely destroyed the
last Chainese Man of War, the last of which was captured
on the Shantung Peninsula, Admiral Yi at the same time
committed suicide. A newspaper extra telling of Yi's
death came when our chaplain's committee was holding a
meeting. Honda Yoichi and Mr. Miyagawa who had just
returned from the front were reporting their werk and I
still remember the comments they made. In unison these
two fine Christian men exclaimed, "Erai! erai!® "Bravo!
bravo!" My impression was that he had acted cowardly
but theirs was typically Japanese. He preferred death
to surrender.

In April, 1895, C. A. Teague, Usaki Korgoro and I were
carrying on an intensive evangelistic campaign in the
Island of Oshima in Yamaguchi Prefecture, our object

being to visit every home in the island. A large number

of immigrants had gone out from this county to Hawaii

and California and many of them had become Christians

and written letters to their families to follow their
example. We were received kindly and as their missionaries
and evangelists had done some work already we baptized
about thirty converts. I had to go on from Komatsu in
Oshima to Yanai, Kudamatsu, Tokuyama, Mitajiri and Yamaguchi
to assists Simeon Shaw in his work and when I landed at
Obatake on the mainland a policeman met me and told me

he would go with me the rest of my itirnerary explaining

he was doing this to see nc harm came to me. Our first
night was in Yanai and he occupied a room adjoining mine.
He was communicative and said Li Hung Chang was already

in Shimonoseki and a treaty of peace was being negotiated

{
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There was only a small number of missionaries in Hiroshima
and all had requests for entertainment by missionaries living
in other parts of Japan. We did all we could for them and
enjoyed them in our homes. Doctors Correll and Soper did

a fine work for the soldiers by showing magic lantern

slides. Doctors Petty and Rowland preached in the churches
and street chapels. Mr. Simeon Shaw, playing his violin,
gathered crowds on streets and then preached the Gospel.

Late in November the first Chinese prisoners were brought
in Hiroshima and to show the people how poorly armed they
were they had them carry swords, spears, muskets, blunder=-
buss, or rifles. They were not uniformed soldiers and

the people greeted them with laughter. Their own soldiers
were well clothed and well armed. They were impriscned in
temples on the outskirts of the city.

Barly in. January 1895 the Chinese sent peace envoys to
Hiroshima. The Government knew Japan would win and
wanted the war to continue till the army reached Pekin
and spread over Manchuria. The Chinese gave assurance
that the envoys had full authority to conclude a peace
treaty. Mandarin Chang headed the mission and the
Hon. John W. Foster, advisor to the Government at Pekin,
was with the mission. Preparations had to be made to
receive them. How to entertain Mr. Foster was one of
their problems and I was asked te help arrange his
quarters. A villa in the Southwest part.of the city

was chosen. It belonged to the Asano family, the former
Daimyc, and had little that a foreigner could use to make
himself comfortable. Mr. Sato had been educated in Canada
and England and knew that the livingroom, at least had
to be heated. We secured a small coal-burning stove and
beds, chairs and tables were furnished. Fine rugs were
spread over the bright rush mats so that the foreigners
might wear their shoes and the cooks brought in the
supplies needed to satisfy the strangers. The keepers
made the grounds and streets leading to the villa
attractive.

After landing at Ujina the Chinese envoy's party proceeded
by jinrikisha to the Castle, the distance being about three
miles. When the gate of the Castle was reached the
procession turned and the Chinese were taken to their
lodgings and Mr. Foster to the villa where he was to stay.
Mr. Sato and I went on in front to see all was ready.

Mr. Foster seemed to be pleased with his accommodations and
before leaving Mr. Sato and I told him we would be ready to
be of service to him. I had a request from the American

]
|
|

S

R i

SR

e





image6.jpeg
- 99 -

been presented with a copy. One of the hymns sung was
"God be with you till we meet again', in Japanese. I
had never heard it before since coming to Japan and few
of the Japanese present had.

The Premier Marquis Ito Hirobumi was close to the Emperor
all the time and Count Mutsu, the Foreign Minister was

in Hiroshima. Two of the latter's Secretaries, Mr. Sate
and Mr. Tatsui were earnest Christians and attended our
church regularly and made many valuable suggestions as to
ways of approach to nurses, soldiers and officials who
were either Christians or favorable to Christianity.
Through them the missionaries got permission to visit the
military hospitals.

The Buddhists of all sects became very active and the leading
temples from all parts of ‘the Empire sent representatives

to Hiroshima to lecture the soldiers on their leaving for

the front. The thing most emphasized by these speakers

and workers was the sale of mamori-fuda, charms or amulets.
Each cost but little but the numbers sold were great and

the revenue enormous. The Government encouraged missionaries
and Japanese pastors to contact as many soldiers as possible
and the American Bible Society under Dr. Henry Loomis began

a work that had far-reaching effects. He gained the
cooperation of the local churches and besides sent a large
force of agents to Hiroshima. He made a reduction in the
price and with contributions from interested parties the

New Testaments were given free tc the soldiers.

Buddhists were sending chaplains to the front and leading
Christians approached Army Headquarters to see if Christian
chaplains might not be sent. Bishop Hond Yoichi, Ebina
Danjo, Ebara Sorocku, a member of the Diet, and Kataoka
Kenkichi, the President of the Diet, all Christians
represented the Church and had no trouble in arranging

for a certain number to go ocut. The Army gave transportation
and supplied their food and quarters but extra funds were
necessary and to solicit and administer these funds the
Committee chose me and Hori Minekichi, the pastor of the
Methodist Church. We had no difficulty in raising the
money. A general committee, cooperating with our local
organization selected the six men first chosen: Honda
Yoichi (Methodist), Mr. Yamanaka (Congregational),

Mr. Terada (Episcopalian), Mr. Hattori (Presbyterian),

and Mr. Oshikawa (Baptist). This was the beginning of
winter and North China was cold so speecial clothing had

to be provided and each was given extra money for special
expenses. The reports the chaplains made to the committee
and to the church papers showed they did a fine work.







