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VIII.

IX.

IIL

The town was moved to its new site in 1880.

My father decided to build a new house. Aunt
Cora and the five children spent the summer at
Pear Orchard in Miss. - my grandparent's home.
In the Fall of this year, I entered Whitworth
College - and thereafter spent only the summer
at the Bend until I went to China in 1888.

Whitworth College was a Methodist Institution.
Chapel exercises were held each night - a

scripture lesson - a prayer - a talk - a hymn.

The Methodist Church was just off the campus
grounds. Students attended both Sunday School

and church services on Sunday and had the privilege
of going to prayer meeting on Wednesday night.

I was converted in the spring of 1881, during
a series of meetings held for the students and
received into the Brookhaven Church. A teacher,
Miss Olive Watkins, greatly influenced me and
strengthened me in my faith. For several years
I felt the "Call" to mission work. I offered
myself as a missionary in June 1888, and sailed
for China August 11, 1888.

Modes of Travel - The nearest railroad to the

Bend was at Tallulah, La. The people were dependent
on private conveyances or horseback to make short
trips or visits to near neighbors - or for business
purposes. The Mississippl River had a fine line

of Riverboats (Packets) both stern wheelers and

side wheelers, the New Orleans; Vickburg - Greenville,
and Memphis, Tenn. were on the water route, trips to
them were made by the Packets. There were weekly
trips made by the Liners - and to hear the Rousta -
bouts sing as the boats went by - or as they let
down the gang plank to load and unload and let the
passengers off was a great thrill to me as a child.
Their voices were truly melodious and their laughter
contagious!
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a committee to do the work and have it printed. That
portion dealing with the Conferences and Trials was assigned
to me and the supposition was that K. Usaki would help me

do the work. Hori was fairly good in English and we
undertook this work without delay. K. Usaki's father

was the legal President of the Hiroshima Girls School

but actually Miss Gaines was in full control. It had to

be so because no foreigner had the right to conduct a

school in any part of the Empire. I engaged the elder

Usaki as my personal teacher. He was well known as a
Chinese scholar and Mr., Hori and .I always submitted our
translation of the Discipline to Mr. Usaki who polished

the language. Other members of the Mission translated

other parts. It was published in 1895 and was the one

and only edition used in our church. When all the Methodist
Missions united and formed the Nipon Methodist Church

a new Diseipline had to be published.

Hiroshima was the Headquarters of the Imperial Japanese
Army and the Emperor with his staff were expected almost
any day. Some claimed he would arrive by warship and
others said he would come by train. Soon speeial arrange-
ments and precautions at and near the station and improve-
ments on the street from the train to the Hiroshima

Castle where the Dai Gen Sui (Commander in GChief) was to
take up his residence made it plain he would arrive by
train. The papers published little about his progress

but Hiroshima could tell by the state of the decoratiens
and as they neared completion they knew they did not have
to wait days but only hours. Like many other places
Hircshima claimed the Emperor Jimmu Tenno on his advance
to Yamato made Fuchu, a suburb of Hiroshima, his Capital.
They had hoped to live to see an Emperor but could hardly
believe their eyes when Ten No Heika did appear. It
seemed all Hiroshima and many more were on hand but every-
thing was orderly. The Empress did not come with him

and it was given out His Majesty would live the life of

a soldier, that no women were to be seen at the Castle

and that the Emperor would reduce his wine almost to

the vanishing point. Likewise his trusted advisers

should follow his example.

The influx of soldiers and civilians made Hiroshima one

of the busiest cities in Japan. It was claimed that the
population doubled in two weeks after the beginning of

war. Houses had to be provided for the Government offiecials
of the War and Communications Departments and with the Emperor
came the Konce Shidan, the Imperial Guards. They, like
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Owing to the intervention of the three European Powers

the war ended far short of a conquest of China which had
been Japan's aim. However, she had broken China's military
strength, such as it was, and could use her own in acts

of aggression in Korea and, even in China. At the beginning
of the war it was thought Japan's Navy would be no match
for China's. China had four English built battleships

and a flotilla of torpedo boats, whils, to match these,
Japan had as many light cruisers built in France and
England. China did not expect to be attacked and was

not sufficiently manned and was lacking in many other
respects. While both China and Japan had been trained

by English officers and had sent young men to England

and Americ¢a the Japanese trainees undoubtedly surpassed
their rivals.

The victory over so vast an Empire as China revolutionized
the thinking and conduct of all classes in Japan. Before
the war one half of the Japanese people believed in the
superiority of Chinese culture and thought while the other
half favored European civilization. From this time every-
thing Chinese was held in contempt. Chinese as individuals
were no longer respected. Before the war when a foreigner
happened to be seen in an out of the way place he would

be called a Tojin (Chinaman), or to distinguish him from
the real Chinaman he would be called Ketojin (the bearded
Chinaman). They coined a new name, Chan Chan Bozu (the
Long Pig Tail Priest) which refers to his shaven head

and his long queue. I had gotten accustomed to hearing
them call out "ijin" (foreigner) but when they began
calling out, Chan Chan Bozu, I resented it.

Japan's transition from an isolationist, feudal state to
progressive entity had gained some recognition but from
this time on the development of the country astonished

all observers. They began building their own ships both
merchant and naval; they enlarged their harbors and extended
their railways, and industries of all types were promoted
in all parts of the country. Up to 1890 crop failure

might be experienced any year and this meant famine in the
suffering localities but transportation had been improved
and rice could be shipped to ports where it was scarce.

The belief had been prevalent that extension of agriculture
was impossible, but new practices had the yield of rice

and other foods to such an extent that they were no longer
faced with starvation. Rice is the foundation of Japanese
diet and they estimate six bushels a year is the per

capita requirement. It was not until about 1890 they
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reached this goal, and this was due to improved irrigation,
the use of commercial fertilizers and scientific seeding.
While the general welfare was advanced sanitation was
neglected and as a result epidemics continued to rage.
Chloera was endemic and made its appearance every summer
and for years the bubonic plague claimed thousands of
victims in Osaka and other cities. As late as 1910 fewer
than twenty-five cities had water systems. They depended
on water drawn from wells and canals. Even when water
became available the city rulers had trouble in getting
the people to use it. The women had the habit of going

‘to the canals to do their laundry and the police had to
impose fines to teach them to use the water in their

homes. Only a limited sewage system was provided, so

the lavatory, or water-closet nuisance and threat to
health still remained. At intervals farmers came to

town, emptied the containers in the lavatories and carted
their freight back to their fields to be used as fertilizer.
They usually made their rounds before daylight and got
away with it without disturbing the family. The missionary
installed the septic tank which made his home sanitary.

The Japanese centralized Government in Tokyo decreed sanitary
regulations and one of these was that there should be a
nationwide cleanup of houses, premises and adjacent
streets twice a year. Orders were issued by the police
and after a three days limit for this universal cleanup
the police in charge of each district made inspections
and pasted on the entrance either pink or while signs.
The pink signified the cleaning had been thorough and
the white that it was acceptable. The rush mats were
carried outdoors, thoroughly beaten and sunned. In many
instances little dust and rubbish had accumulated. This
was evidence of good housekeeping. Not infrequently,
however, rubbish, by the cart load, had to be removed.

The Japanese pride themselves on their personal cleanliness
and for this there is much evidence. Where baths are not
provided in the home public baths may be found at a
reasonable ‘distance and the cost is only a few pennies.
Poor housing, insufficient clothing and a scarcity and
poor quality of food makes it impossible for the pecople
as a whole to attain a high standard of sanitation. A
neglect of laundry and dry cleaning is evident, even, to
the casual observer. A Korean wit once in speaking of
the comparative cleanliness of the Japanese, Chinese and
the Koreans said; the Koreans wash their clothes, the
Japanese wash their bodies but the Chinese wash neither
their bodies nor their clothes.
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The easy victory over China caused them to look on their
once adored neighbor with the utmost contempt. They had
looked up to China so long it had become a habit and now
they must find someone to take her place. England had
refused to join Russia, Germany and France in forcing her
to give up the territory she had annexed so she began
cultivating England and in a. few years the British-Japanese
Treaty came into effect. This was favorable to Japan
inasmuch as it aimed both at holding Russia in check

and guaranteed the allies a free hand in their appropriate
spheres of influence in China and Korea. America manifested
some concern over the Russian Advance but was indifferent
to the Spheres of Influence claims put forth by Britain,
Japan, Germany and France.

Treaty Revision had a remarkable effect on the thinking

of the Japanese and as the right to live in any part of
Japan was granted to citizens of the treaty powers they
fully expected foreigners in vast numbers to settle in
every locality. Convicts in the Hiroshima area had sent
requests to me to visit them and teach the Bible and the
Superintendent of the prison was impressed with the effect
of the work. On one of my visits he .called me to his office
and told me he had recommended to the Governor that I be
appointed as Chaplain of the foreign prisoners they would
have to care for. Papers authorizing the appointment were
handed me. With the exception of missionaries and a few
Government school teachers not a single foreigner made

his home in Hiroshima. The attitude of the people had
changed and made the work of the missionary easier and

in addition to our work in the churches and chapels our
home overflowed with English classes and everyone of the
young men bought a Bible and read it as diligently as he
read his textbooks. My study, a large Japanese house,

was filled every weekday and on Sunday were encouraged

to go to our church. Dr. Robert Speer was touring the
Orient in the cause of Missions and heard of the work

I was doing in my home and visited me to see what I was
doing. He spoke of it as being most impressive. In

1933, Dr. Speer held a meeting in the First Presbyterian
Church in Durham. When I introduced myself as the Wilson
he met in Hiroshima in 1897 he mentioned the "wonderful
work" I was doing in my._home.
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Early Years of Mary Amelia McClellan Wilson

This record of Mary Amelia MeClellan Wilson on early
years was written in longhand in March of 1944 and placed
in the Family Scrapbook.

Memory Flashes: Milliken Bend, La.

My father came from Claiborne Co., Miss. to Milliken
Bend, La. in 1869. With him were his wife and one child
_(Mary A.) about 12 months old.

I. Milliken Bend was located on the La. side of the
Mississippi River, about 20 or 25 miles above
Vicksburg, Miss., the nearest large town.

The Bend fed to the "Father of Waters" much of
its gcod soil especially in floods and over
flows. Twice from 1869 to 1880 (because of
cave-ins the village town was put on rollers

and rolled back to new sites. When the levees
broke, the town and plantation were flooded.
Instead of walking on dry land, the people rowed
from place to place in skiffs. The children
revelled in these.

II. The village was divided into two parts - the
Business Section and the Residential.

The Business part consisting of stores; a drug
store, two doctor offices, a Lodge and a Butchers
and Candlestick Makers, etc., and a jail.

The McClellan and Colthorp Firm was perhaps the
largest-and best established in this section of
La. - B. F. McClellan being the Senior member.
The Firm's interests consisted of Stores and
Plantations.

The Plantation consisted of many hundreds of

acres of land. A white supervisor and his family
lived on the place usually - but labor was done by
negroes. The crop was almost exclusively cotton
and some corn.

The Company prospered. In due course a branch store
was opened in Tallulah, La. S. B. & J. F. McClellan
(younger brothers of B. F. McClellan) opened up the
store.
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VI.

VII.

II

The Southern portion of La. was settled by the
French. Catholicism rather than Protestantism
was dominant in the religious beliefs of the
poepulation even extending to the northern part
of the state. Also many of the social customs
were rather French then English. The Bend's
social. activities were tinged by the French
activities.

In the 1860's and into the 1870's there were no
Public Schools. The children of the community
were taught by private teachers. Public Schools
came in the late 1870's.

Church Affiliation: A Catholic Chapel was built

on the Morany Home Plantation two or three miles
north of the town proper. A Catholic priest

made periodic visits to the people of this faith.
A Mr. Watts either a bachelor or widower (a
Methodist, I think) and a man of some means

built a church for the Protestants. When the
preacher came (no regular preacher assigned for
this work), all the people of the town came to the
service.

When I was a child, as there was not organized
churches in the town, my mother gave us religious
instructions in our home. She was a Methodist.

I was taught, kneeling each night at her knees
to say "Now I lay me down to sleep---God bless
Father, Mother - others by name. Make me a good
girl, Amen." As I grew older, I was taught the
Lord's Prayer, The Ten Commandments, the Apostle
Creed, and to kneel each night by my bedside to
"say" my prayers. A catechism beginning with -
"Who was the first man who made you," etc. I
memorized. A Bible was given to me and I was
encouraged to read it through yearly. These were
some of the influences that surrounded me before
I was eleven. (The younger children received
similar training from Aunt Cora)

There were servants always in our home - a cook,
wash woman, a maid and a handy man. The nurse

was usually a young negro girl and regaled me with
the Uncle Remus Tales. I was familiar with many
of them long before I read them in print and some
of them were told so realistically and with such
vividness that it made my flesh creep!








