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*Note
May 20, 1939

My dear Wilson,

I learn from the Alumni Office that you are living
in Durham; so I suppose you will be at the reunion of
our class - its fiftieth anniversary, June 5, 6. It
will give me great delight to see you - There are many
things to talk about - some peculiary personal to me.

It is difficult to believe that mest of us are
nearer to the end of our lives than when we were graduated.

Several of us "fellows!" expect to be at the reunion;
it would be "great" if all who are living could be there.

Very sincerely yours,

George S. Wills

*This letter from Mr, Wills was written in longhand on
Western Maryland College; Westminster, Maryland
Stationary - Dept. of English - George S. Wills
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This picture appeared on the cover of STATE, a publicatiocn

of Carl Goerch, an outstanding historian, after-dinner speaker,
editor and an adopted North Carolinian (from Tarrytown, New
York). For many years, he was a commentator on WPTF, This
scene depicts the Sutherland Methodist Church, towering over
the haystacks on W. A. Wilson's property, purchased after our
father and mother became more financially stable. She in-
herited money from her father's estate so father reclaimed

his share of the homeplace, and this is his home cozmunity.

In the April 1979 issue of the Reader's Digest a picture

of the Sutherland Methodist Church was featured. The picture
again appeared on the bulletin of Hayes Barton Methodist
Church, Raleigh, N. C., on July é, 1958, during the pastorate
of the Reverend Dr. W. L. Clegg. Hayes Barton Church is the
home church of Agnes Wilscn Stephenson, compiler of this volume.
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Mother's Remarks

Mother's recording of our father's Golden Anniversary

Celebration.

William Albert Wilson, Sr. attended Commencement
Exercises of the University of North Carolina, June 4,
5 & 6, 1939, on his Golden Anniversary. It was a Gala

Occasion for him!
I am filing a few pages relating to the Exercise,

etc. (This being done March, 1944)

She did this thinking her grandchildren would have -
access to her Scrapbook, but since all her heirs will not

have the fine rare privilege, we are recording some.
She says:

My Dears,
Perhaps when one or more of you attend your

50th Anniversary Commencement it might be of interest

for you to checkup how you celebrate and how your
grandfather did in 1939.

Mother filed the Program of the Commencement Activities

and Letters in connection to the 50th Reunion. The

following pages are copies of the letters.

pp. 6,7, 8, & 9
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(continued)

Chapters of the Mystic Seven was taken in New York.
Reproductions of the original were made by Mr. Robert
Frazier and presented to the Beta Theta Pi Chapters
where the Mystic Seven Chapters existed. The above
mentioned photograph was in the Mystic Seven Beta
Theta Pi History by Karl W. Fisher.

W. A. Wilson

Note made March 24, 1944





image3.jpeg
-8 -

*
Note

2205 Englewood Ave.
Durham, N. C.
July 7, 1939

Mr. Robert H. Frazier
Banner Building
Greensboro, N. C.

Dear Mr., Frazier:

When I met you at Chapel Hill I promised to send
you a group photograph of the delegation representing
the Mystic Seven Fraternity at the time the Beta Theta
Pi - Mystic Seven Fraternities merger was accomplished.

On examining the photo I found it had not been well
preserved and decided not to send it. Also it was in a
family album and I thought it would be difficult to remove
it. I should have written you an explanation but neglected

to do so.
I am mailing it to you for use at the Convention if

you do not think it too dilapidated to be put on display.
I am sorry to find it such bad condition.

As the family desire to keep it with our collection,
I wish you would return to me when you are through with

it.
I must apologize for the delay answering you.
With best wishes, I am

Fraternally yours,

W. A, Wilson

*Father received a copy of The Mystic Seven - Beta Theta
Pi History by Karl W. Fisher.

Mother pasted this booklet in the back of the Family

Serapbook and made notation referring to pages 31 - 32,
stating - account of organigzation by W. A. Wilson, Sr.
and the photograph father sent to Mr. Frazier was used

in the publication.
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(continued)

Mother was kind in saying W. A. Wilson's Fraternity
pin lost by one of his children, just by whom I

do not recall. I, Agnes, admit it was I - left it

on a dress sent to the Dry Cleaners - never found,

how sorry. Dot enjoyed wearing it as well as I.

I recall a picture of mother wearing it.

\
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BIRTH REGISTRATIONS OF CHILDREN

Explanation:

At the time of the birth of William Albert Wilson, Jr.
foreigners were not allowed to reside freely except in
a certain number of open ports, sc all aliens had to
register with their Consulates. For travel or residence
in Interior towns the American Consulate required registration
of parents and children before applying to the Interior
Department of the Japanese Government fer Passports.

When we moved from QOita to Hiroshima, W. A. Wilson, Jr.
was registered in thé Kobe Consulate, but nc such thing
as Birth Certificate was issued.

The revised treaties between Japan and Western Powers
went into effect in 1896 and passports were no longer
required but the Consulate continued the practice of
requiring all American citizens, ineluding children to
be registered. While we lived in Hireshima our children:
William Albert Wilson, Jr., Mary Frances Wilson, Robert
McClellan Wilson, and Richard Haygood Wilson were registered
with the Kobe Consulate.

The Japanese Government had strict laws requiring
temporary as well as permanent residents to register with
the Police, so our children at birth were registered with
the Hiroshima police but no birth certificates were issued
unless application were made. We resided in Hiroshima
from 1894 to 1900.

In 1902 we took up our residence in Oita on the Island
of Hyushu and came under the Jurisdiction of the Nagasaki -
Consulate, so the following children were registered there:
William Albert Wilson, Jr., Mary Frances Wilson, Robert
McClellan Wilson, Richard Haygood Wilson, Dorothy Estelle
Wilson, Agnes Louise Wilson and Elizabeth Gladys Wilson.

In 1910 we took up our residence in Okayama on the
Mainland came under the Jurisdiction of the Kobe Consulate.
W. A. Wilson, Jr. and Mary Frances Wilson remained in
school at Trinity College, Durham, N.C., so the following
children were registered at the Kobe Consulate: Richard
Haygood Wilson, Dorothy Estelle Wilson, Agnes Louise
Wilson and Elizabeth Gladys Wilson. The whole family
became permanent residents at Okayama and were registered
there.

In 1910 when we left America for Japan we were required
to get passports and I made application to the Federal
Court at Greensboro. Up to that time I had gone from
America to Japan without passport, and returned to America
twice, once from Yokohama, Japan to Vancouver, Canada
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and from there into the United States, and a second time
from Kobe, Japan by way of China, Hong Kong, Singpore,
India, Egypt, Italy, Switzerland, France and England.

At no point on this journey was I asked to produce a
passport. Now regulations are most stringent.

When I first travelled outside the Free Port of Kobe
the purpose of my travel had to be stated on the passport
and my superior, the Superintendent, told me to state I
was going from place to place for Scientific Investigation.
Later the Interior Department allowed us to be nominally
employed by a church member as teacher of private English
Classes. It was in this capacity that I resided in Oita
for four years and Hiroshima for two years. .








