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While I was at Oak Hill Academy I had as room-mate
E. Spencer Blackburn and we always studied together and
it was natural for me to keep up this method. FEzell and
I always got together when we prepared our Math and
Charles Gidney at my Latin, while Will Battle and I usually
studied Greek together. Thomas Eskridge was my room-mate
and when such subjects as History were on we worked in
together.

I was deeply impressed with quality of teaching and
the character of the members of the faculty. Chapel Service
was held every morning and with one or two exceptions each
took his turn in conducting the service.

The Civil War had dismembered the University and twenty
years after the war ended the student body lacked a little
of reaching 300. Teachers and students alike were devoted
to their work and felt it led to an achievement.





image8.jpeg
- 13 -

LEAVE UNIVERSITY TEMPORARILY

I had not sold all the land I owned and found I would
have to sell the remainder or work awhile to make money
enough to enable me to graduate from the University. I
left the University the 10th of March and went to my home
in Ashe County. I regretted to hold up my studies but
was determined to finish at the University after my affairs
were adjusted.

I had about made up my mind to give my life to the
ministry of the Gospel and by the time I had setiled down
at home I had reached a decision. I arranged to take the
required examination for license to preach at. the next
Quarterly Conference. Dr. William H, Price was the
Presiding Elder and after examining me on the required
:subjects stated my knowledge was satisfactory and the
Conference gave me authority to preach. Later I was
irecommended for admission to membership in the Holston
Conference. In the Annual Conference held in Church
Street Church in Knoxville, Tenn. in October I was
admitted on trial and appointed to the newly formed
Creston Circuit in Ashe County.

I could live with my mother part of the time and
Mrs. David Worth at Creston gave me a room and treated
me most kindly and refused to accept pay. The kindness
of the family was one of my most pleasant experiences.

T was always welcomed into the homes of the people on
my charge.

During this year of my ministry I decided to go to
Japan as a missionary and when the time came for the
school year to begin at Carolina I had made my arrangements
to continue my work there. I had made the necessary
financial arrangements and resumed my studies.

Having been out a year and three months I found myself
in a new class and had three months of class work %o
make up as well as the examinations of the last half of
my. Sophomore year.

When examinations were taken irregularly it was a
rule to credit only the passing grade which was 70%.

I regretted to have my general average lowered but
decided to finish my back exams by private study and
take special examinations under the professors which
they usually gave at their homes. I made only one
exception., Dr. Venable had the reputation of being most
striet in his grades so I did regular class work under
him, If I had tried to work up my chemistry privately

I might have had bad luck. On the subjects I studied

on the class during my Junior and Senior years my grades
were around 90.
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I had entered with the class that graduated in 1888

but found the class of 1889 a most remarkable body of men.
-Eleven or twelve of them still live. Daniel Curry who

stood at the head of his class lives in Florida, John
Sprunt Hill who ran him a close race lives in Durham,
Lacy Little was a missionary to China, Walter Curtis
lives in Chapel Hill, Carlie Webb lives in Asheville,
Lake Moore lives in Denver, George Willis lives in
Maryland, Alex. Stronach lives in New York, Judge Sewell
lives in Raleigh and J. B. Davis lives in Raleigh.

I graduated in the Class of 1889 and treasure the
fellow students and devoted teachers.

I graduated with the Degree of Bachelor of Arts at

the age of twenty-seven.
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EDUCATION OF FATHER AND MOTHER OF MARY McCLELLAN WILSON ;

Captain Benjamin Franklin McClellan attended local schools.
Studied two years at the University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Miss. Then volunteered for service in the Confederate

Army.

Ezilda Elizabeth McClellan attended local schools. Attended
Capers Academy while she was a member of the household of
Mrs. S. A. Lum, Rocky Springs, Miss.

Education of the Children of the Family P

1. Mary A. McClellan (Mrs. W. A. Wilson); local private
schools at Millikens Bend, La; 1880-1885 Whitworth Lo
Female College, Brookhaven, Miss. Preparitory Department bl
and three years of College through Junior year; 1885- Lo
1886 entered Senior Class of Nashville College for !
Young Ladies; Received Diploma of the School June 3, i
1886; Studied Piano under German Professors while |
at these two colleges; 1886-1887 Graduate Work and i

Normal Training at National Normal University, |

Lebano, Ohio.
SPECIAL

Passed Two Years Examination Course in Chinese as
required by the Mission.

2. MNancy Cora McClellan (Mrs. W. F. Stevens); Local
Millikens Bend Schools; Whitworth Female College
through Junior Year; Student of Piano 1887-1888
& 1888-1889 Warren Female Institute, University
of Mississippi; Graduated in Piano in Spring of :
1889 from that Institute. i

3., Elizabeth Rancy McClellan (Mrs. H. S. Stevens);
Local Millikens Bend Schools; Graduated from Whitworth

Female College, Brockhaven, Miss. in Class of 1889;
Studied Violin. (Married Dee. 11, 1897).

4. Sophie Rebecca McClellan {Mrs. N. T. Pegues). Local ;
Millikens Bend Schools; Whitworth Female College Fl
1886-1888 through Sophomore Year; Junior and Senior I
Years in Methodist Female College, Galatin, Tenn. :
1888-1890. Valedictorian of her Class. Took the il
Classicial course and brilliant in Piano. (This !
College was located at Gallatin, Tenn., a Methodist
School, but I fail to recall its name. I was at this
time in China as a missionary. (Mary M. Wilson).

5. Samuel Franklin McClellan; Local Millikens Bend
Schools; Centenary College through Sophomore Year;
A & M College, Starksville, Miss., Graduating in

Class of....
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BAPTISMS OF CHILDREN

William Albert Wilson, Jr., was baptized by Rev. Crowder
B. Mosely, D.D. in Arima, Japan.

Mary Frances Wilson was baptized by Rev. Charles A.
Teague in Hiroshima Church, Hiroshima, Japan.

Robert McClellan Wilson was baptized by Bishop Alpheus
W. Wilson, D.D.L.L.D. when he had supervision of the
China, Japan Missions. The ceremony was performed in
our home, 133 Kami Nobori Cho, Hiroshima.

Richard Haygood Wilson was baptized by Rev. Thomas
W.B. Demaree, D.D. in the Hiroshima Church, Kami Ya Cho.

Dorothy Estelle Wilson was baptized by Bishop Walter B.
Lambuth, D.D. in our home in Oita, Japan. At that time
he was Secretary of the Board of Missions of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South and visiting the
China, Japan and Korea Mission Fields. At the General
Conference held a year later he was elected Bishop.

At that time Rev. Yanagihara Namio was the Japanese
pastor of the Oita church. Brother Yanagihara was one
of the first converts of the 0ita band of Christians
and became a Christian when the Southern Methodist
Mission had only a few members. Both he and Mrs.
Yanagihara were very fond of Dr. Lambuth and requested
‘that their son be baptized at the same time. This

was in the year 1903.

Soon after Bishop Lambuth came to Japan from China
he and others held a meeting at Oita at which time there
was an unusual Spiritual awakening and a large number
of converts were gathered. Bishop Lambuth was deeply
attached to the work and together we spent a memorable
day visiting the Beppu Hot Springs and other towns and
villages. We talked of the work of bygone days and
planned for the future. Here I got a deeper insight
into the character of this marvelous man.

Agnes Louise Wilson was baptized by Rev. Thomas H. Haden,
D.D., for a long time Professor in the Theological
Department of Kwansei Gakuin, in our home in Oita.

Elizabeth Gladys Wilson was baptized by Rev. J.C.C. Newton,

D.D., for many years Dean of the Theological Department
of Kwansei Gakuin, in the Church in Oita.

kil
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Records in possession of Isaac Greer, Banner Elk,
Avery County, N. C. Date of births and marriages
of all above in the said Isaac Greer's Bible.

The said Benjamin Greer is the ancestor who assisted
in establishing American Independence as private in
Wilkes County. Ashe County was formed from Wilkes

County in 1799.

U ——
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THE EDUCATION OF THE PARENTS AND CHILDREN OF THE FAMILY

W. A. Wilson, Sr. took full advantage of the limited
educational advantages of the schools in his home community
of Sutherland and by the time he was 12 years of age could
read, . write .and do "sums" in Arithmetic.

In 1874 he studied in a private school conducted by
Mrs, Vertegans, wife of the Methodist pastor of the
Jefferson Circuit. They were an English family and she
was a capable teacher and a strict disciplinarian. Under
her I improved my penmanship, learned to spell well and
advanced rapidly in Arithmetie. Her school ran. practically
the year round and I was taught by her till November 1875.
Her school was conducted in the Masonic Hall. ’

After she went away Professor Garvin taught for two
years in the Academy, in a new building, and I attended
this school till the spring of 1877.

I attended the short terms of the Public Schools at
home the next three or four years. In 1881-1882 William
Askew Osborn taught three of the Public schoeols near
enough for me to attend and.I took advantage of attending,
first Sutherland, then Brushy Fork and finally Thomas's
School House. W. A. Osborn was the best qualified teacher
the community had ever had and I was able to enter the
High School at Oak Hill Academy in Grayson County, Va.
in late spring of 1882. When this ldtter school closed
in June 1882 I had attended four different schools and
had been continuously in school 12 months lacking only
a few days.

Professor Joseph Spainhour was the Principal of the z
Oak Hill Academy School and while he was not a graduate
of a school of College grade he was very thorough in all 3
the branches he taught. His school had.a wide patronage,
the North western Counties of North Carolina being well
represented.

At first my classification was with the higher classes
in Arithmetic, English Grammar, Physiology and Geography,
but after a few days class work, I was promoted to a
higher class and began the study of Rhetoric, Algebra
and Latin. Professor Lozenby was the teacher of Penmanship
and Singing and I took these subjects. After finishing
this term I had another full year in Professor Spainhour's
School.

Professor Joseph Morrissett, a graduate of Alleghany
College and experienced teacher was made Principal of the
Oak Hill Academy in 1883 and under him I began the study
of Greek and German, while continuing my study of Latin.

I had completed High School Algebra., In March of 1884
Professor Morrissett died and his Assistant, Ambrose
Livvissey, was made the head of the school and I assisted
him till the close of the term.
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ENTERED THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA IN 1884

I felt that I needed better preparation in Latin for
entrance at the University and during the summer of 1884
I studied the Orations of Cicero under Prof. Watt Matney
at Sutherland.

I left home for the University the 19th of August 1884.
Up to that time only a few boys had attended the University
from Ashe County,~only two I believe. Adolphus Eller had
finished his Junior year and would be a senior. Thomas
Latham had gone to Carolina and when the boys tried to
enter his room to haze him he fired a pistol at them and
that made it impossible for him to stay longer than one
night. He was a grandson of Alfred Sutherland and
inherited from the Sutherland estate what is now known as
the Willet Knight place and lay next to our farm. I knew
Thomas Lathan quite well and he regreted he had not
submitted to the hazing. He advised me to go to Carolina.
I met "Dol" Eller before leaving for Carolina and got
two letters of introduction from him. One was to Marion
Butler and the other was to Starbuck. Butler later became
United States Senator as a Populist and Starbueck became-.a
Judge of Superior Court. Only a hand-full of students
were on the ground when I reached Chapel Hill. I found
Butler mixing freely. When he saw.me he yelled "fresh".
I presented my letter from Eller and-from that time he
showed me every possible kindness. The Sophomore put
in an appearance and the Freshman began to worry more
or less. Being seen with Butler and Starbuck seemed to
make it light for me, but once in my room a party of
Sophomores meant to be rough. Rintell, a freshman from
Charlotte had a rough time but took it so well that he
was allowed to follow the hazers as they went from room
to room. He forgot himself and took the lead in hazing
me. I knew he was a freshman and literally stood him
on his head. The boys liked it and that was the last
encounter I had.

Examinations were none too rigid but we were not
allowed to register till we had passed on a majority
of subjects to be studied in the Freshman year. I found
I was conditioned on Greek, but as there were "prep"
classes that could be made up.

"Sol" Weil was the teacher of the Greek "prep" and
was an excellent teacher. Dr. Hooper, the Greek Professor
died a few months later and "Sel" taught all the Greek
the rest of the year. He thought I could do the regular
work and advanced me to the Freshman Class. From that
time I did as well in Greek as in any other subject I
studied while in the University.
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SUTHERLAND METHODIST CHURCH  CRESTON, NORTH CAROLINA

The picture above is the Sutherland Methodist
Church at Creston, Ashe Co., N. C. where my father was
a minister in 1885 having been appointed there by the
Holston Conference. {pp. 13); He was baptized in the
Sutherland's Chapel June 11, 1876. (pp. 4)
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Descendant of Andrew Greer, Sr. of Va., born R
in Ireland 1728, died at Elizabethton, Carter County,
Tennessee, 1810.

1. The W. A, Wilson is the son of Isaac Wilson, born
Dec. 16, 1822 and died June 17, 1864, who married
March 28, 1849, in Ashe County, N, C., Caroline
Greer, born Dec. 10, 1828 and died September 8,
1911.

2. The said Caroline Greer, is the daughter of Jesse
Greer, born December 16, 1806 and died February 11,
1892, who was married November 16, 1826, in Ashe
County, N. C. to Frances Brown, born November 16,
1810 and died December 2, 1905.

3. The said Jesse Greer, Jr., is the son of Jesse Greer,
Sr., born November 14, 1778 and died September 20,
1869 and married January 17, 1800 in Ashe County,

N. C., Mary (Polly) Morris, born September 17, 1787
and died February 29, 1880.

4. The said Jesse Greer, Sr. is the son of Benjamin
Greer, born February 9, 1750 and died October 23,
1816 who married in 1767, in Wilkes County, N. C.,
at 01ld Fields, Nancy Wilcockson, born May 17, 1745
and died October 3, 1790.

5. The said Benjamin Greer is the son of Andrew Greer,
Sr., born in 1728 in Ireland and died in Elizabethton,
Carter County, Tennessee, in 1810, who married in
1749 in Albemarle County, Va. Ruth Kinkaid, daughter
of Joseph Kinkaid of Va. who died in 1768,

6., The said Andrew Greer, Sr. is the son of Alexander
Greer of Ireland who never came to America.
SOURCES OF INFORMATION

1. Family Bible of William Albert Wilson, 2205 Englewood
Ave., Durham, N. C.

2. Monuments in Wilson Family Cemetery,. Sutherland,
Ashe County, N. C.

3. Monuments in Banner Elk Cemetery, Avery County, N. C.

4. Monuments in Howell Cemetery, Todd, Ashe County, N. C.








