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The ship in which we sailed was the S. S. Derflinger.
The service was good. While we were with this ship we
touched at the following Ports: Moji, at the straits of
Shimonoseki, for coaling; Shanghai, China, where a large
number of passengers were taken on. We had not been in
Shanghal since our marriage 16 years earlier and were
surprised at its enormous growth; the Port of Hong Kong,
the little rugged island of only 32 square miles literally
alive with human beings but a beginning to build a city
across the narrow strait on the mainland was evident;
Singapore, a city of real importance but a -confusion of
race not to be found anywhere else. Saw the wonderful
Botanical Gardens. Ship filled up with passengers from
Dutch East Indies; Penang Port where we saw elephants
in great numbers, some being loaded with enormous packs
to be carried long distances, others resting after being
relieved of their burdens; the Port of Colombo on the
Island of Ceylon, an area 25,332 square miles, with a
population of only 5,922,000 because so much of the land
is given over to the herds of wild elephants and Buddhist
Temples with their reservations. Saw the rubber tree in
cultivation; Aden, a Port on the Gulf of Aden not far
from the Straits of Babel Mandeb, the entrance to the
Red Sea.- Extremely hot. No passengers attempted to
go ashore on account of the intense heat.. Negroes in
great numbers circled the ship in boats and displayed
great quantities of ostrich feathers which they offered
to sell cheaply. Passengers bought liberally. As the
negroes retired the lordly Arabs, their skins being
only slightly darker than the European, came near and
displayed far more beautiful feathers. All were disgusted
that they had bought the cheaper quality but went ahead
and bought from the Arabs. Hardy camels in great numbers
could be seen lying in the blazing sun along the seashore.

THE RED SEA, an area 177,030 square miles, so well
known to us through our knowledge of the Bible, was more
impressive than any spot on the earth's surface I have ever
seen. It gets its name because of the seaweed, really
red, that floats over the surface, large quantities of
which are washed up on the shore.

THE PORT OF SUEZ at the head of the Red Sea proved
most interesting because of the great number of Mosques
throughout the city. The harbor seemed full of sharks
which came near the ship and ravenously consumed the
garbage thrown overboard.

THE SUEZ CANAL, 1043 miles long, 30 feet deep, and
147 feet wide at the bottom is one of the worlds great
utilities, but the landscape traversed is of little
interest. Men and beasts are seen on its banks but
in no great numbers.
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PORT SAID, the Mediterranean Port at the Northern end
of the Suez Canal, is European in character. We spent only
a few hours here before sailing for Naples, Italy.

THE VOYAGE FROM PORT SAID TO NAPLES took us in sight
of Crete but the broad and open sea from there till we came
in sight of Italy at the Straits of Messina was of no interest.
In the previous year Messina had been visited by an earthquake
and reduced to ruins. It had not been restored and was in a
most pitiable condition.

ARRIVAL AT NAPLES.. A look at Naples showed how widely
Oriental and Occidental Civilizations differ. The museums
of Naples and the Ruins of Pompei were the places we chose
to visit. The Museum of the relics gathered from the
excavations of Pompei, located in Naples. Displayed in
the Naples Museum were a boy who had climbed a tree to
escape the rising tide of the lava flowing from Mt. Vessuvius.
After being submerged the tree and the body of the boy became
petrified. A dog, scorched by the flames, was gnawing the
burning parts and appeared most lifelike. A pig in process
of being roasted and in the oven were perfectly preserved.
Certain sections of the Museum were not open to women and
children and the objects of art seen there were unimaginably
obscene. Certain restored chambers at Pompei were restricted
in the same manner and the mural paintings and fixtures showed
how depraved the ancient Pompeians were. On the way to Pompei
we passed through the newly formed lave from the recent
eruption of Vessuvius. The excavations at Pompei were on
an enormous scale. On the way we passed Herculaneum but
the excavations up to that time were not extensive.

The International Aquarium at Naples.was one of the )
finest in the whole world and none that I have seen, except
the one at Honolulu, can compare with it.

"SEE ROME AND DIE". After seeing Rome no one could ;

possibly feel disappointed. Rome has accomplished what no
other city can hope to accomplish.

VATICAN CITY and the monumental buildings adjacent
thereto appeal to the traveller as nothing else could. The
Art Galleries, the Library, the Sistine Chapel, and outside,
the Great Cathedral of Saint Peter's. Here one name stands
out, that of Michelangelo. As nearly as anything tangible
can all these are an assemblage of Christianity. But we
must realize that had not Michelangelo had Rome as a
background these marvelous creations would never have come
into being.

The ruins of the Coliseum and the excavated Capitoline
Hills indicate what Rome in her ancient glory was.

Continuing our tour we passed through Florence and
Milan. The Masterpieces of all the noted sculptors and
Painters of Italy make Florence the outstanding Art Center
of the whole world. Milan has many centers of attraction
but the one making the deepest impression was the original
Mural Painting of the Lord's Supper by Leonardo da Vinci.
The original was painted back of the Altar and is of immense





image3.jpeg
- 22 -

size. The roof of the building at one time leaked and
almost obliterated the painting but it is still visible
and most attractive. On both sides of the church other
artists have reproduced Leonardo da Vinci's painting

which helped one to estimate the worth of the original

We passed into Switzerland by the Simplon Tunnel
and stopped at Laussanne and from there as deep into the
mountains as the cable-cars would take us which was a
considerable distance up the slope of the Jungfrau (13,672
feet high).

When we reached Paris we found it.a city with a plan
and realized that at some time someone had. put forth an
effort to build a city. We were amazed at the great
variety of attractions, yet when we had studied them with
more care than we had studied Rome they could by no means
compare with what we had seen in the Eternal City.

Prom France we crossed over to England from Dieppe to
Portsmouth on an uncomfortable ferry...Our stay in London
was longer than in any other place we had visited. We
had a long list of attractions we wanted to see and neglected
none. In the main there was so much of a sameness throughout
London we did not enjoy it as we did Rome and Paris. The
British Museum, Westminster Cathedral, St. Paul's, Hyde
Park, London Tower and the Parliament buildings were among
the finer things we had seen on our way from the Orient.
When the time came for us to start on our last lap we
sailed from South Hampton to New York by S. 8. Oceanic.

I was in no great degree impressed with Southern
and Western Europe as a land. It had the appearance of
being a finished product. There was no evidence of limitless
resources. You were reminded everywhere of being on the
beaten track. You did not feel it mandatory to look up
to the present generation because you knew the people now
living did not create what you had gazed upon with so much
admiration. Credit was due them for the sacredness they
attached to these priceless treasures and nothing but
praise for the masterly way they had preserved them.
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BACK IN AMERICA

Our ship, the S. S. Oceanic, was crowded and the voyage
was uneventful. From South Hampton we ran into Cherbourg to
take on passengers and mail and from there to Kingstown,
Ireland, where passengers in considerable numbers boarded
the vessel. We had hardly settled down to ship life before
the ship began to stir in preparation.for the New York
landing. To facilitate Custom's clearance our luggage was
declared and to a certain extent inspected by a deputy
Custom's official. All we had to do at New York Customs
was to pay the dues and pick up our luggage. At that time
passports were not required for world travel as is the rule
a2t present so of course we had nons.

New York
I had not seen New York since 1888, twenty years before.

We could see at a glance how it had grown. Having seen

some of the finest cities in Europe we were prepared to

make comparisons and we were by no means disappointed with
the chief c¢ity of ocur own land. We found a good view of

the city could be had from the tops of the tall buildings
and the Statue of Liberty. The museums, Libraries, parks
and Aquarium were not only on a large scale but excellent

in quality. Wall Street, Broadway and Fifth Avenue were
impressive in the extreme. Utilities had reached a higher
state of development than we had found in any other country.
This was noticeable in the communications of the city itself.
The approaches to the city from all directions had been
wonderfully planned and executed. At first the liveliness
of the streets was puzzling, so much so that I found myself
wondering whether this one were not running away from someone
else who was chasing him.

Philadelphia
This city being the birth-place of our nation had been

selected as one of the places to be visited and studied. We
had thought of Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell. What
we saw had the marks of simplicity but that did not detract
from its interest. As to all appearance the stage was set.
Only the actors were absent. The parks, Universities and
the Wannamaker Department Store were attractions we did not
overlook.

Washington City
It had been twenty one years since I had seen Washington

City and I was not prepared for the changes that had taken
place. Mural Paintings and Statuary had been added to the
Capitol. The Congressional Library had been completed,

the Smithsonian Institute had been enlarged, the Washington
Monument had been completed and the grounds improved,
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Arlington Cemetery had been beautified, and a great number
of Government Department Buildings had been erected, all
of which made Washington a new city.

Then as a matter of course we travelled to Mount
Vernon and saw the home of Washington. Having seen the
Le Hotel des Invalides, le Tombeau de Napoleon 1lst, in
all its magnificence, the tomb of Washington could have
been disappointing, but such was not the case. Napoleon
lived for glory, and his monument is befitting to his
character. Washington lived for liberty and the home
in which he lived and the monument that marks his resting

place is in harmony with his character.
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FURLOUGH OF 1909-1910 AND RETURN VOYAGE TO JAPAN

After a tour of four months we reached our home in Ashe
County, North Carolina. Our baggage had been shipped to
Abingdon, Virginia, as we intended to go to Durham, N.C.,
to enter William and Mary in the Trinity Park School and
Richard and Dorothy in the Durham City Schools. On the
way we spent a few days with my sister, Franky, Mrs. G. W.
Osborn, at Damascus, Va. We stayed only a few days with my
mother at Sutherland and returned by way of Damascue to
Abingdon where we collected our baggage and tock the train
for Durham by way of Morristown and Ashville.

While in Durham we lived on Broad Street near what is now
the East Campus of Duke University. We had a pleasant
visit from Miss Cora McClellan, Mrs. Wilson's aunt.

After the schools in Durham closed we returned to Ashe
County and spent the summer there, living in the house
opposite my mother's home. During that summer we had
a visit from Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Steves of Hattiesburg,
Miss. They were accompanied by Mrs. Wilson's niece,
Ezilda Pigues, Wiaona, Miss. and Zellie Stevens, a

nephew of Stuart Stevens.

When Trinity College and Trinity Park School opened in
the fall I accompanied Willian and Mary to Durham and
William entered Trinity College and Mary entered Trinity
Park School. Both of them had been in Trinity Park
School the previous school year. Leaving them behind
meant a long separation, as we were to return to Japan
with Richard, Dorothy, Agnes and Elizabeth.

We took the train from Mountain City going to Bristol
where we took the Southern for New Orleans and from
there by the Southern Pacific to San Francisco. We
stopped off at Hattiesburg, Miss. where we visited

Mrs. Stuart Stevens, Mrs. Wilson's sister and Samuel
Franklin McClellan, Mrs. Wilson's brother. The good
people of Hattiesburg united in preparing a magnificent
lunch basket for our long overland trip by train.

At San Francisco we took the Pacific Mail S, S. Liner,
Siberia which touched at Honolula. This was the first
time any of us had seen the Hawaian Islands. It had been
an American Colony only 14 years but in that time much
had been done to improve conditions.

As unusually large number of missionaries were aboard,
Baptists, heading for China and Japan predominating.








