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OUR THIRD FURLOUGH

After seven full years of services in Okayama we made our
plans for our third Furlough in 1917. Mrs. Wilson had
gone to China in 1888 and I had gone to Japan 1890, so on
.an average we had furloughs at 9 year intervals. In
addition to Okayama I had opened Chapels in Fukuyama,
Onomichi, Kasaoka, and on Shikoku Island Takamatsu, Sakaide
and the church at Tadotsu had been attached. Arrangements
were made for Roy Smith and family to occupy our newly
built home while I was on my furlough with the expectation
that I be reappointed to Okayama when I went back %to Japan.
We left out house pretty much as it was and they had use

of our furnishings.

The first World War was on and we had to take an inferior ship
across the Pacifie. It was the old S. S. Colombo, running
between San Francisco and Manilla. As to passengers it

was full to capacity and as to cargo it was laden to the
danger point. Coco-nut o0il was a strategic material and

the cargo was made up exclusively of this. It had an

unusual and most disagreeable smell. Before reaching
Honolulu we encountered a terrible typhoon and some feared
shipwreck., Marked development had taken place at Honolulu
since we had been there seven years earlier.

The members of the family that took this voyage together
were my wife, Dorothy, Agnes, Elizabeth and myself.. Richard
had come to America from Japan in 1916 in company with

Mrs. S. E. Hager and family.

William A. Wilson, Jr. had entered the Army and was stationed
at Camp Jackson, S.C. and expected to be sent over-seas, so
after leaving San Francisco, we travelled over the Southern
Pacific to New Orleans and from there by way of Mobile,
Atlanta and Charlotte to Columbia. From there we went to
Durham where Richard was a freshman in Trinity College

and Mary a student in Music in the Southern Conservatory

of Music. Dorothy entered the Durham High School and

Agnes and Elizabeth the Watts Street Grammar School.

Since all the children had to remain in America to acquire
an education we decided it would be best to have Mrs. Wilson
live with them till their graduation from College. I went
back to Japan alone, leaving Durham December 19, 1918. At
that time William was stationed at Camp Shelby, Miss. and

I travelled by the Southern Railway, stopped at Hattiesburg
to see him. I stayed in the home of Mrs. Stuart Stevens,
Mrs. Wilson's sister. Ben Stevens, Mrs. Wilson's nephew,
was in camp with William, so I had a chance to see him.
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At that time the E1 Paso Church, Dr. Knickinbacker pastor,
was supporting me and I had an engagement to spend Christmas
with them. I was cordially welcomed and was with them two
days, being entertained by Brother Ayers. El Pasc is on

thé American side of the Rio Grande and the Mexican part

of the city is separated from EL Paso only by the river.

I walked across the bridge and some distance into the
country. )

I spent New Years day in San Francisco and sailed for
Japan for the fourth time on January 2, 1919 by the Chiyo
Maru of the Toyo Kisen Kaisha. I never travelled such a
crowded ship. Not only every cabin was occupied but every
berth was filled. After I had entered my cabin a Catholic
Priest returning from France to his post in China came in
and said he would have to have all the cabin to himself.

I told him I had a berth in the cabin but did not claim
the whole cabin. I told him he would have to see the
Pursér. Later a Catholic Bishop whose field was Japan
entered and said he would be my fellow cabin mate. He

had no prejudice against rooming with a common passenger.
Iéfound him most agreeable. We arrived at Yokohama the
16th.

When the last of our six children had graduated from Duke
University, Mrs. Wilson came to be with me and take up

her work there. Froém Lynchburg, Va., Mrs. Wilson had

as travelling companions across the Continent to

Vancouver the Rev. V. R. Turner and family. After boarding
the Canadian Pacific Liner the S. S. Canada, she met
Bishop N, W. Ainsworth of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, his wife and a number of missionaries for Korea

and Japan. It was early in August, 1927. We went to
Okayama the same day. :

I had served as a missionary without a vacation from January,
1919 made arrangements in August, 1930 to return to America
for my fourth furlough. Missionaries were allowed to return
for a furlough after seven years of service but I on two
occasions had served over eleven years.

We took passage by the Dollar Liner, S. S. President Harding
at Kobe, August 3, 1930. 1In 1890 I first arrived in Kobe
and at that time it was an insignificant port and had no
dock facilities. Ships has to anchor a mile from shore.
Naked boatmen in their little sampan at the gangway fought
for passengers and their baggage. In 1890 Kobe had a
population of a little more than 100,000 but in 1930 it had
grown to 800,000 and was one of the largest import harbors
of the whole world. We reached Hokohama on the 4th of August
and found that part of that city had not recovered from the
terrible earthquake of 1923. The same was true of Tokyo.
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We fully intended to return to Japan after the expiration
of our furlough, but it turned out that when we set sail
from Yokchama on August 5, 1930 we were never to return.
Had we known we would have been denied the privilege of
seeing and working with out associates and friends it
would have been with the deepest regrets. We had a brief
but pleasant stop at Honolulu and reached San Francisco

August 19, 1930.

On account of the sickness of his wife, Harris Waters and
family had recently returned from Japan to Amerieca and
while he and his wife had gone on to. Beuna Vista, Va.

he had left his little boy and girl with his brother in
Oakland, California. He had previously arranged with

us to bring them on to North Carolina with us. We found
them delightful children to travel with. We stopped off
at Nashville, Tennessee and the Missions Board doctor
examined us and pronounced us both in gocd health. We
came on to Durham, N.C., reaching here August 30, 1930,
Harris Waters got on the train with us at Greensboro
and came on to Durham. Most of the family met us at

the station and the family was once more united.








