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INCIDENTS OCCURING DURING THE TRAIL

When the Court of Appeals recessed just before New Years

I was asked by some of Baron Yun Chi Ho's people to visit
him in his prison. It was the prevailing view among
missionaries in Korea and Korean Christians as well, that
visits from their friends would cause the Prison Authorities
to make it hard for any prisoner who was visited.. I told
them I had preached to prisoners in Japan and the guards

had shown no opposition.

When I asked for permission }o visit Yun I was told I must
state what I wished to say to him. I told them that my
wife while a missionary in China had known Yun as a young
man and wanted to know personally what his state of health
was and wanted me to express her best wishes. When I met
Yun I told him my wife had.known him in Shanghai and had
asked me to inquire about his health. He remembered her
and expressed his appreciation for being remembered and
that he was well with the exception of having a severe
cold. I felt I should say no more but. the attendent asked
if I wished to say anything further. I asked if he had a
Bible and he replied that he had but that his reading

was restricted.

I noticed that all the cells were separate but besides
himself a youthful prisoner occupied the same cell. When
the door of the cell was opened I felt the place was
comfortably warm. The space allowed Yun and his companion
was small but having a southern £front, he had the benefit
of sunlight and fresh air. The prevailing prison stench
was noticeable but everything appeared clean. Both Yun
and I spoke Japanese.

When the Court of Appeals released 98 of the 105 found guilty
by the District Court, they began to talk and the full story
of the tortures was told. Dr. J. G. Dunlop and I were at
the trial and we were asked to go to Syen Chun, the place
where the greatest number of arrests had been made and
personally interview the men who had been in prison 10
months and tried first in the Police Court, then in the
District Court and finally in the Court of Appeals. When

we reached Syen Chun we were met at the station by A. H.
Sharrocks, M.D. and the Rev. G. S. McCune, D.D. While
there, we were entertained in the home of Dr. Sharrocks.

At different times, more than thirty of the men and boys

who had been freed by the Court of Appeals came to Dr.
Sharrocks home and Dr. Dunlop and I questioned them as
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to their experiences. Not a single one of these men had

a previous Police Record. In every case, the method of
investigation by the police had been the same. Mental

and physical torture had been inflicted. Marks of beating
with bamboo swords used in practicing in fencing bouts
when they exposed their backs, shoulders and thighs. They
accused the police of having applied lighted cigarette stubs
to their naked bodies, mainly the loins, back of the neck
and the bottom of their feet., The burns had heeled but
soars bore proof to what they said was true. Some of

the men said when they had held out against making a
confession, their hands had been tied behind them and

that they had been hung by their hands to the top of the
swinging door and in some cases their arms had been
dislocated. They had been hit on the head with the bamboo
swords and scars indicated that such was the case.

When our investigation was completed, Dr. Dunlop and I

decided it was our duty to declare publicly that it was

our belief that these men had been subjected to terture.
Besides the Japan Advertiser which I have already mentioned,
there was another well known paper, the Japan Chronicle,
published in Kcbe by Mr. Robert Young. This paper had

been very active in exposing the persecution of the Christians.
Mr. Young, at that time, was in England and Mr. Evans was
Editor. Mr. Young considered himself an Agnostic and

never let an opportunity go by without criticizing missionaries
and their work. Weighing the matter carefully, Dr. Dunlop

and I decided we would send our report to the Advertiser
edited by Mr. Penlington. When it appeared in the paper

it was widely commented upon.

When I met Mr. Evans in his office later, he told me plainly
that we had treated him unfairly since he was the first to
defend the persecuted Koreans. The Japan Chronicle had
sent a capable Japanese member of its staff, Mr. Arima,
to Korea to report the trials and had published in book
form a 246 page report. Mr. Evans deserved much credit
for his interest in the case and, maybe, was entitled
to the honor of making our report public.

Before his imprisonment, Baron Yun Chi Ho had been a
leader in the Y.M.C.A. and a teacher in the Methodist
School at Songdo but he was not allowed to resume these
activities for a time at least. Some time after his
release he made a visit to Tokyo and when returning to
Korea, he visited me at my home at Okayama to thank me
for the interest I took in him at the time of his trial.
He said he had called on Dr. Ibuka to thank him for what
he had done. He knew his movements were being watched
and asked me not to visit him in his Hotel. He told me
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when he would leave Qkayama and I was at the station but |
had only a few words of conversation with him.

Governor General Terauchi was blamed for the harsh treatment
of the Koreans under his Administration but I believe
General Akiyama, head of the Gendarmes was responsible for
the repressive measures. Count Terauchi had been wounded
in the Japan-Russian War and was not in good health and

soon tired of Korea and resigned. He did not live long
after returning to Japan. Gen. Akiyama returned to Japan
about the same time and became Chief of Police in the

city of Matsuyana.

Some of my friends thought the Japanese would resent my

taking so much interest in the Korean prisoners. It is
true they kept a close watch over my movements just as
they did over all missionaries wha travelled extensively.
Dr. Ibuka, Bishop Hirawa and a number of pastors with
whom I talked freely told me I did the Japanese a service
as well as the Koreans.

Had not Drs. Cram, Gérdine, Moffett and others aided
and defended the Koreans, their fate might have been
tragic in the extreme.

In 1912, Dr. J. T. Meyers, who had been Superintendent
of the Hiroshima, returned to America for furlough and

Rev. S. A. Stewart was made Principal of the Hiroshima
Girks School and at the same time succeeded Dr. Meyers
as Superintendent of the District. Bishop Lambuth who

was in charge of the Mission at that time thought Mr.

Stewart's duties in the school demanded his whole time
and appointed me District Superintendent. In addition
to the wide field in Japan, I had charge of the Missiocn

churiches in North Korea. We had three pastoral charges
there and planned to open additional statiocns.

My first pastoral visit to Korea was made in 1913. We i
had pastors stationed at Wonsan (Gensan in Japanese), il
Hamheung (Kanko in Japanese) and Ranan. Each of these 1
pastors had from one to three preaching places in other ;
towns. I visited all these places and the itinerary took

me to the Northern boundary of Korea and twenty miles

across the border into Manchuria to a town named Ryushun
where there were a number of Japanese Christians. This
territory was occupied by the Canadian Presbyterians and
many churhces had been established. We already had a church
at Wonsan and on this visit plans were made for new churche
buildings at Hamheung, Ranan and Seishin. The population

of Seishin was entirely Japanese and a town with a future.
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The coastal railway was not complete the entire distance
from Wonsan where our work began to the South to the border
at Kwainei, near the Tumen River but most of the road was
completed at the Northern end, so travel was not as slow

as might be expected. The valley of the Tumen River was
Chinese but populated principally by Koreans and its
sovereignty was being disputed by the Japanese on the
grounds that most of the inhabitants were subjects of the
Emperor. ' Japan was bringing pressure to bear on China

for Railroad and mining concessions. In addition to Ranan
and Seishin the Japanese have opened the impertant harbors
of Yuki and Rashin, They have become formidable Naval bases
and it was in this section.that a series of battles occurred
between the Japanese armed forces and the Russians in 1938.
Vladivostok is almost in sight of Rashin. This is where

the three arrow points of Russia, China and Japan touch

each other. .

The following year I made a trip to Korea and most of my
time was devoted to the erection of a church in Hambeung

and one in Ranan. Dr. Heron Smith was the District Superin-
tendent of the Japan Methodist Church. in. Kerea and instead
of going over the work the fellowing:year, I asked Dr. Smith
to visit all the churches. In 1916, I made the usual visit
and travelled all the way from Fusan to Kwainei by train

and had a chance to stop at towns I had not seen before.

In 1917, the time came for us to return to America for a
vacation so I had to forgo my trip to Korea.

I did not return to Japan till January, 1919, but on my
arrival I was told I had been appointed to the Hiroshima
District which included the. special work for Korea. Before
I went to Korea in the summer of 1919, Bishop Lambuth who
was in charge of the Mission fields of China, Japan, and
Korea asked me to enlarge my work so as to learn what could
be done for this rapidly increasing Japanese populatien in
Manchuria and Siberia. The Korean Mission had already

sent the Rev. Mr. Taylor and the Rev. Mr. Erwin to
Vladivostock and they established Korean chureches there as
well as in Nioloiask west of Vladivostock. Japan, America
and England had sent expeditionary forces. to Siberia to
check the Soviet forces that were taking over Russia and
many Japanese had followed the army.

About the middle of July, I sailed for Vladivostock from
Tsuruga, a Japan Sea harbor. The ship sailed at 3 p.m.
and arrived at Vladivostock at 8 a.m. the next morning.
Japanese were in evidence everywhere. I had not been able
to ‘contact any Japanese Christians but. at the Yamato Hotel
on questioning the manager, I learned a businessman,

Mr. Suganuma, was a Christian and that he had fitted up

a house as a place of worship for the Christians. He was
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manager of a taxi-cab company and had come to Siberia from
Okayama Prefecture. His brother had only recently joined

him and when we met I recognized him as-having been a frequent
attendant at our church in Okayama while he was in school
there.

Mr. Suganuma arranged for me to have meetings in their chapel
and also introduced me to the leaders of the Evangelical
Church. I held services for them and they attended in

large numbers. During my stay of a little more than one
week, I met the Japanese in their church and arranged to

send an evangelist to work for them. They promised to
provide a building for worship. The Bolsheviki had overrun
practically all of Russia and the refugee element, made

up largely of White Russians, were getting panicky. The
English were pulling out; the Americans wanted to disentangle
themselves but the Japanese were settling down for a long
time occupation. The Russians blamed the American for all
their woes because they had made such a show of strength.

In the Northwest of Vladivostock there were large ammunition
dumps whieh snow and rain had already made useless. Later
America learned Japan had sent three or four times as many
troops into Siberia than had been agreed upon by the Allies
and using this as an argument forced Japan to withdraw.

In 1920 I offered to go to Siberia with Bishep Beaz and

Dr. W. W. Pinson of the Board of Missions, but they thought
that travel in that part of the world was in no wise different
from touring America. They and the Reds reached Vladivostock
the same day and instead of landing they took an English
rescue ship for Tientsin. Thus, the relentless Bolshiviki
brought to naught the work we had planned to do for the
Japanese, Koreans and Russians in that part of the world.

In 1919, I travelled from Vladivostock to Nikolaisk and

from there to Harbin over the Trans-Siberian Railway. It
was wonderfully equipped and the train all the way down from
the Pullman to the Third Class lacked that air of congestion
seen in all parts of the world. Even where there was not
even a village, a comfortable Station stood out and people
in considerable numbers came, some to sell roast chicken,
bread and milk. The railway seemed to be a thing the people
delighted in and it in turn seemed to reciprocate.

The country itself had its charms. Though it had so long
been overlooked it seemed to have a quality that would be
of use to man. THE RUSSIAN ADVANCE, THE JAPANESE ADVANCE
AND THE CHINESE ADVANCE 2ll had their explanation in the
words WONDERFUL COUNTRY.
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It was 2 p.m. when we reached Harbin. It is strategically
located and at that time it was dominated by the Russians
but Chinese and Japanese were coming in great numbers.

A railroad connecting Leningrad and Vladivostock could
have been built on Russian territory, following the course
of the great Amur River to Khabavovsk, and crossing the
river there continuing South .to Vladivostock, but most
surely a competitive line of less than half of this distance
would have been built across Northern Manchria. This
explains why Russia secured the right of way from China.
It follows that a line had to. be built to Peiping. A
point on the Sungari River was chosen for the beginning

of this branch line. At that time all this region was
almost a wilderness. Next to Vladivostock, the Russians
made Harbin the most attractive place North of Asia.

The Bolshevik drive had forced the White Russians out of
their own country, so in 1919 Harbin was overpopulated
with this element. They were the cultured class and many
of them had brought a portion of their wealth with them.
At that time there was not only a great display of wealth
but the talents they possessed was exploited to the limit.
Excellent orchestras and operas were to be heard.

Harbin was build at Government expense but it would have
been founded at that particular place, planned or otherwise,
and it is destined to become a great city. The railway

had not only stimulated trade and industry but extensive
fields of wheat and barley were being harvested by Russian
farmers. Churches and synagogues had been erected in

every part of the city and were open to worshipers day

and night.

The Russo-Japanese war enhanced Japan's influence to the
extent that Russia had to give up the Southern half of
the Manchurian Railway, Russia's share terminating at
Hsinking. This is a much travelled Road. The gauge of
the Russian line is broader, even than the American, but
from Hsinking to Dairen it corresponds to the American
standard. Southward from Hsinking, Japanese were in
complete control of communications and doing all in their
power to exploit Manchuria to their own advantage.

The ancient city of Mukden a large.Russian and Japanese
population but the Chinese War Lord, Chang Tsolin, held
some semblance of authority. He encouraged Chinese to
migrate to Manchria and they came in ever increasing
numbers. Dairen, the Dalny of the Russians, afforded
excellent facilities for exports and imports and the
shipping was extensive.








