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Christmas Greetings: We’ve Survived to Write you again and here we go!!!!!

The contingencies of age and human frailty slowed us down even further in 2002.
‘We spent less time this year in travel than in all the wonderful years we have been together
1s).

Phyllis’ mother passed away suddenly on Valenting’s Day, Feb. 14™. Phyllis had the
responsibility of Executor and this chore was very time consuming and stressful. This was
a lesson in the importance of getting rid of items not used or needed in years so others do

not have the rmoil g and fairly d ting itens to family
friends. - On Feb: 22", we went to Myrtle Beach for a little R & R to give Phyllis respite
from the tencion. While thore wa saw the Boots Randolph show, our fovorite sazophonist.

On May 17", we were happy to host a long-lost 2* cousin, Bishop Holliman, who
stayed overnight. Bishop is the patriarch in our branch of the Holliman family. He and
RBH plan a trip in March, 2003, to:the traditional home place, Fayette County, AL, to
meet other new-found distant cousins and explore old cemeteries and home sites. On May
25" - June 1%, we went back to Myrtle Beach for some sun and fun and Phyllis agreed that
it was the best beach vacation ever AND much needed after finishing her mother’s estate.

Phyllis had arthroscopy of the left knee on July 9™, and she has not been free of pain
since. She has been threatened with knee replacement surgery. Now both knees are giving:
her trouble and she is now in physical therapy (including water therapy). On July 24" -
Aug. 2™, RBH went to Birmingham, Alabama, for the Blakeney family reunion and spent
a week in Fayette County photographing grave sites and doing family research at the
Fayette Courthouse and Library. Had a wonderful time in spite of the'heat.

On Sept. 30", we took a tour guided bus trip to Atlantic City, NJ, and stayed at the
Trump Marina Casino-Hotel. It was & 3 day trip so we didn’t have much time to lose
money! On Oct. 6= Il, we had a grand time in Gatlinburg, TN, with side trips to Cade’s
Cove and Harrah’s Casino in Cherokee, NC. We made a donation through the slot
machines to Cherokee welfare! *Glad to help whenever and wherever we can!!!!!!!

We had a HOT, dry summer and winter arrived early with vigor. We had very little
fall weather. Our first snow, 10 inches at our home, came on December 4. Phyllis
continues as a Counselor and Adjunct Faculty at New River Community College. RBH has
reduced his firearms business to just reloading ammo for friends. Too much Federal and
State paperwork! Health problems have plagued both of us: Phyllis’ knee problems and
RBH found out that Lipitor he had been taking for over 2 yéars was making his life
miserable: joint and muscle pain, vertigo, shortness of breath, etc. About 30 days after
dropping the drug he was a new man. This recovery stimulated him to diet and try a new
anti-cholesterol. He has lost 15+ pounds and feels great. His gardening efforts this
summer were fraught with pain, insects and heat, but now he is looking forward to
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“putting in a crop” next summer. He’s saved enough ornamental gourd, corn and various
species of pumpkin seeds to start his own seed company. We should have a bumper crop
next year.

In spite of infirmities, life is still good. RBH is continually learning new things about
his new computer; with the scanner and printer he reproduces photos which he gives to
family and friends. He has learned how to enhance old, wrinkled photos and make them
look new. Proof that, if interested, age is no barrier to learning.

Phyllis has a new Toyota Highlander (which she refers to as ‘the poor woman’s
LEXUS’) and RBH sold his truck last year and got a Camry for economy. We are blessed
with family and friends and always look forward to hearing from each of you. We enjoy
corresponding by E-mail and our address is holliman@psknet.com. Our home address
has changed from 101 to 5684 Howell Drive: same house but a number change to conform
to the new Fire Dept. and EMS regulations.

As always, we wish you and your family a healthy, happy and exciting holiday

season. May you be as blessed as we are and may 2003 be a great year for all. Kindest
regards from Rhodes and Phyllis Anne Holliman.
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