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M Buck Holliman’s
Retirement: Exchanging One
Set of Interests for Another

“Probably working harder than I
have in my life, but having more
damn fun than the law allows”
says Dr. Rhodes Burns Holliman
who is the department’s newest
professor emeritus. Dr. Holliman,
known to most as “Buck,” retired
this year after 29 years of service
to the University. Buck currently
operales a sporting goods business
and caters to trap and skeet
shooters, providing customized
service in addition through his
machine shop.

Buck considers himself to be in
the tradition of the an old fash-
ioned scholar for whom breadth of
lcarning was most desirable.
Unlike those who learn, as he says,
“more and more about less and
less until they know everything
about nothing,” Buck has
certainly had a variety of interests.
For example, about 1966 he
discovered that the construction of
the present Blacksburg Country
Club was uncovering the site of a
prehistoric Indian village.
Obtaining permission from the
university, he and a group of
students excavated approximately
200 skeletons and spent consider-
able time mapping the village and
reconstructing the life of the
community that had existed some
50 years at that site but had

probably vanished before
European settlers explored the
area. Archaeological excava-
tion and restoration was not
new to Buck. He enjoys
considerable professional
recognition in that field, and
has worked for both the
Canadian and United States
Park Services in restoring
ancient sites in such places as
the Louisbourg Fortress in
Nova Scotia, Chaco Canyon in
New Mexico, and Canyon De
Chelly National Monument,
Arizona.

Buck joined our faculty in
1962 after being persuaded by
Dr. Fred Orcutt to “come and
visit the place.” He was
charged with the responsibility
of developing courses in
parasitology, and those
courses, including medical
parasitology that came later in
his career, were legendary
among the undergraduate
majors. Buck was awarded a
fellowship in 1972 to the LSU
Medical School for training in
ropical medicine. He finished
as a “Faculty in Tropical
Medicine” which was equiva-
lent to an M.D. degree in many
tropical countries and then
began a program in tropical
medicine, travelling to
Guatemnala for several years.
During his last visit he had 609
hospital patients in his care.

Buck in Guatemala, 1978 1

Buck brought those experi-
ences back to the classroom
and enriched the knowledge of
many of our students.

When asked how he became

interested in science, he

| attributed his initial fascination

E 10 his great uncle, Muticus

| Baker. “Uncle Mute could

barely write his name, but he

i knew the name of every critler

| that crossed his farm, the name

- of every constellation in the

- night sky, and the positions of

all the planets on any night |

during the year,” Buck said. |

While Uncle Mute was the onc |

that introduced him to the |

beauties of the natural world, it

| was a serious encounter with |

appendicitis at the age of nine .
i

that made Buck appreciate the
world of medicine. Given these
conditions, it was only natural |
that Buck majored in Biology |
at Howard College (which later
became Samford University).

We agree with Buck that there
must be an Uncle Mute in
everyone’s life who plays a far
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greater role in shaping distant
career choices than either party
can suspect at the time.

Buck finished his Master’s
Degree at the University of
Miami while serving in the
Korean War. He is most proud
of his service medal for
defusing unexploded ordnance,
including chemical, biological,
and antipersonal weapons. He
returned to the United States
and, at Dugway Proving
Grounds, helped develop a
chemical warfare suit of the
type that was used by U.S.
troops most recently in the
mid-cast conflict.

His doctoral degree was carmed
from Florida State University
in Clinical Microbiology in
1960. Before coming to
Virginia Tech in 1962 he
directed the freshman biology
lectures and laboratories there
and taught courses in human
anatomy and physiology for the
nursing program. He continued
to teach these courses at
Virginia Tech, as well as
courses in histochemistry and
experimental parasitology.

Looking back, Buck expressed -

concern over the rapid growth

- of the University. His greatest
concem is that in the rush to

| become larger the quality of

life for faculty and students

was diminished. There is no
doubt about his sincere
dedication to the profession and
art of teaching. His philosophi-
cal point on the matter is to
consider what would happen if
all teachers everywhere simply
quit teaching. “It would take |
only a generation to put us back '
in the dark ages because it is

the teachers who synthesize !
information, organize informa-
tion, and pass it on to the next
generation.” As Buck said,
“Teaching is the most important
of all professions.”

Buck will be remembered by

our students as an outstanding
teacher with many exciting and
diverse interests. Most importantly,
his love for leaming was passed to
his sons who also are physicians.
Dan is an internist at Mark Twain
Hospital in San Andreas, Califor-
nia. James is Chief of Trauma
Surgery Training for Residents and
Associate Director of Emergency
Services at the Milton Hershey
Medical Center at Penn State
University. Buck and his wife,
Phyllis who still is currently
employed by Virginia Tech, live in
Dublin and would welcome words
or visits from friends. They can be

: reached c/o the Biology Depart-

ment.

W Shirley Meredith: Competence and Concern for Students

Many of you will remember Shirley Meredith as perhaps the

{ friendliest and most helpful point of contact between you and the
Department in your undergraduate years. Ms. Mcredith-Shirley to
countless students-is in her fourteenth year as the sccretary in
charge of undergraduate records. But that title hardly conveys the
diverse things she does for students, from assigning them faculty
course advisers with whom they might have some interests in
common and handling the complex process of changing class
schedules, to keeping a box of tissues handy for the occasional
student whose schedule-and composure-have fallen apart and who
needs help in putting them both back together again. Ms. Meredith
has received a dozen roses, a box of chocolates, a hamper of fruit
and wine and other gifts from grateful students. This semester she
has organized the registration process for our 1029 majors, and
although she has computer capability far beyond that available in

! i this is a team effort. But we single her out because she has usually

1978 the job is still a headache. She is guick to point out that all of

! been the face at the front desk and because of her long association
with the Department.
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HEADQUARTERS
DUGWAY PROVING GROUND
Dugway, Utah

v
CMLEE DU Eda 12 April 1955
(Date)

SUBJECT: Transfer or Return to Reserve Component

T0: CPL RHODES B. HOLLIMAN, US 53 185 615
8212 - 6th Ave South
Bimingham, Alabama
(Grade, Name, SN, and Home Address given i‘or mailing purpose)

Branch of Service:_ Chemical Corps Mil Occupational’ Specialty:1396

1. a. Pursuant to Section 4 (62 Stat 605; 50 USC, Supp V, App 454) of
the Universal Military Training and Service Act, as amended (65 Stat 76), and
SR 615-363-5, you have been transferred to the Army Reserve effective:

13 April 1955 for _completion of s service .
(Effective date of transfer) 5 years, or for compl of 8 years service

TR E R
C. # H % B #

2. Immediately upon arrival at your home or not later than the 10th day
following your release from active duty, whichever occurs first, you will
report by completing, signing, and delivering in person or mailing one (1)
copy of this letter to the Chief, ALABAMA > Military District,

Second Floor, Calder Building, 17 t d Ave North, Birmingham, Alabama

36 3 3 3t 3 3 3 3 X 3 R O H 3 3 36 3 3 3 3 X B o8 O O SE I ¥ 3 X
3, a, *EEESH

b. ¥ % ¥

¢. An individusl who was initially enlisted, or appointed, or was
inducted subsequent to 19 June 1951 while under 26 years of age shall upon
release from active duty, be transferred to a reserve component for a period,
which together with the period served on active duty subsequent to his en~
listment or induction, shall equal a total of 8 years. (Sec &bak¥®3X,4(d)(3),
Universal Military Training and Service Act, as amended, )

d, * %% %%

e. Failure to fulfill all or any part of a Reserve obligation may
result in trial in any district court of the United States for violation of
the Universal Military Training and Service Act, as amended.

f. Participation in the Reserve programs outlined above shall not
prevent any person, while in a reserve component, from being ordered to active
duty pursuant to any provisions of law.

4. Each Individual transferred to or returned to active Reserve status
in a reserve component under the provisions of the above reference legislation
must report to the Chief of the Military District * * * ¥ within ten (10)
days after separation from active duty as directed in paragraph 2, and
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CMLRE DU EAa
SUBJECT: Transfer or Return to Reserve Component

thereafter must report any change of address in accordance with paragraph 6,
or as otherwise instructed by the Chief of the Military District * % %,

5. A 5 or b6-year reservist, who serves a part of his obligation in an
organized unit of a reserve component or in an officers' training program and
the remainder of his obligation in other than an organized unit of a reserve
component, or in an officers' training program, will accrue credit for each
type of service under an established system of point credits. Information
regarding this credit system may be obtained from the Chief of your Military
District or Unit Commander.

6. Pending your assignment to an organized unit of the Army Reserve
(including Officers' training program) or enlistment in a federally recog~
nized unt of the National Guard, you will report any changes in your home
address to the Chief of the Military District of the State which you indi-
cated as your last address, including address for future reference (item
47) on your Report of Separation from the Armed Forces of the United States.
After assignment to a uru.t, you will report any changes of address to the

custodian of your service record.
: WM

J. P. WAHL
2d Lt, CulC
Asst Adjutant

I have read the above letter and fully understand my obligation as

contained therein.

“(Signature of Reservist)

INSTRUCTIONS TO RESERVIST: Complete, sign, and deliver or mail one (1)
copy of this letter to the Chief of the Military District # % %* indicated
in paragraph 2 within 10 days of your release from active duty.

My Home Address is:

Request I be assigned to:
e (Name of unit of choice, if any)

Date: Signature:








