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Doc and Phyllis Holliman

From: Doc and Phyliis Holliman <holliman@i-pius.net>
To: <HolmHogs@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2001 12:41 PM

Subject:  The world's greatest love letter:

The following is a letter on ruied paper, written in ink, from Lt. James Franklin Holliman of the 58th Alabama
Infantry Regiment [my great-great-uncle] to Rebecca Utley Stewart during the Civil War. She lived in the
Bluff Community of Fayette County, AL. We do not know where he was at the time of writing. It is his
proposal of marriage. The letter is undated. He was captured at Missionary Ridge, TN, and spent two years
in Johnson's Island Prison Camp, Ohio, in Lake Erie. After the War they were married and, today, they lie
side by side in the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery just south of Biuff, AL.

This letter was introduced to the public for the first time at the Descendants of Capt. John Blakeney reunion at
Shepherd Church, Newtonville, AL., on Aug. 4, 2001. It created such an emotional response, that | have
decided to make it available to a select group of family and friends. | have inserted a few punctuations marks
for clarity but, otherwise, it is exactly as written. Lt. James Franklin Holliman probably had a 4th grade
education but, being mostly self-taught, he surely had command of the English language ! We Holliman and
Blakeley boys like to think of ourselves as "great lovers"®, and here is substantiating evidence that this quality
was evident in our ancestors !

"Miss, for the first time | undertake the pleasant task of addressing you by letter with feelings that you can
better imagine than | can describe. To attempt to describe the feelings that pervaded my bosom the last time
| had the pieasure of your company would be useless. They would baffel all descriptions; neither could | at
that time, owing to the intensity of my feelings, express them, but my pen obeys the impuls of my heart,
and | can with pleasure in this way comunicate my thoughts and the tender sentiments of my soul to her |
fove, to her i adore. It affords me unaffected pleasure to hold correspondence with one so pure, so
inicent,so lovely, and you will reseive thes lines as a token of the love of one whos heart you posess, one
who from the first moment in which he beheld you has never ceast to love you with all the tendemess that the
human heart is capable of feeling. I, who never can enjoy life except in your society; what would all the
world be to me without you to share its pieasures; a caotic nothing. Often does my imagination fly to where
you are and hover around you and fancy that | see your beautifukl form and the angel like beauty and
simplicity that is continually beaming from your face. O, when shalt my fondest hopes of hapiness be
realized ? When shall | press you to my heart, and call you mine, my one, my lovely. Then would | in the
tanguage of the poets, be content and blest whenever | hear the voice of her | love. Love, that word is full
of meaning to me. Could | express that devotion of heart and soul, that enables both lover and love, that
undying impulse of attachment that rules my breast; that union of thought, feeling and existence, by which
two persons are bound together, that lasts for life and never knows ending; but language fails, and | alone
can fel, and you can realize the extent of what cant be expressed lovely girl. These are of one who will ever
remain your faithful lover".

After my reading of the letter to the reunion audience, several ladies in the audience tumed to their husbands
and said: "why couldn't you make love to me like that” ? | ! Never underestimate a "good ol' country
boy" ! !

Brought to you by the courtesy of Dr. R. B. Holliman, 5684 Howeli Drive, Dublin, VA 24084 holliman@i-

plus.net
Please feel free to pass this along to family and friends. It is a wonderful testimony of love and devotion.
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Doc and Phyillis Holliman

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: Walt Holliman <WALTHOLLi@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2001 4:53 PM

Subject: Photo of 1st Lt. James Franklin Holliman

Dear Walt:

| was scanning one of the old Fayette County Historical Society books that | bought from The Fayette library
on our trip in 1999, and | found a photo of my great-great uncle, 1st Lt. James Franklin Holliman, son of
Uriah and brother to great grandpa John Thomas. The source is: LOOKING BACK, Fayette County,
Alabama, 1824 - 1974: page 158. This is Volumn 3, Fayette County History, December, 1974. Aside
from my photo of John Thomas, | have never seen a picture of any of his siblings. The photo credits for the
picture listed Mary Hoiliman Turner.

James Franklin died in 1911. Mary Elizabeth Holliman was born in 1909: must have been his last child by
his second wife. Mary Elizabeth married John Danver Turner, so the photo credits must have come from
her. Mary and John Danver had one son: Jon Douglas Tumner, M.D., bom in 1848. My Dad reported that he
lived in Birmingham. | can't find him in the White Pages.

I'm trying to find out if this original photo of James Franklin still exists and Jon Turner might be his only living
grandson. Could you check around among the M.D.s in your Yellow Pages and see if we can find a Jon
Douglas Turner ? It sure would be nice to have a copy of that photo of James Frankfin in uniform. He was
captured at Missionary Ridge, TN, in 1863 and spent the remainder of the war at Johnsons Island Prison in
Lake Erie [Ohio]. You have been to his grave at the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery near Bluff.

Many thanks for any help. My best, RBH
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Doc. Holliman

From: <Lpeevy316@aol.com>

To: <holliman@psknet.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 03, 2002 12:54 PM
Subject: Hooliman/AnnPeevy

Hello Mr. Holliman,
| received your letter concerning a query | had written in 1979, concerning my Holliman/Copprel! kin.

My parents were Mary Lydia Cowen & Wm Marcus Smith

My grandparents were: Sarah Elizabeth Copprell & John Cowen.

My great-grandparents were: Sarah Jane Holliman & Charles S. Copprell
My great-great grandparents were: Uriah Holliman & Mary Polly Lucas

So we are indeed cousins of some degree!

| have not worked on family history in years. | received a lot of help from Rev. Silas E. Lucas, and the late C.R.
Holliman of Birmingham. | have letters & information from them. { got some pages from a Holliman history from
“Garland County Arkansas" Historical Society Quarterly, spring 1978. | do not know who wrote the article. It lists
our Hollimans.

{ believe the wonderful C.R. Holliman mentioned above was your father, am | correct? He was so interesting &
very helpful to me. Since he remembered Polly, it was wonderful to hear his stories about her. | cherish his letters.
| shared information with him, also. Some of my cousins had sent him incorrect information on our fine. I tried to
correct it.

If you have your information compiled in a printable form, | would appreciate a copy, which | will gladly pay for. |
do not have my information on my computer. | prefer a hard copy or a diskette. | have trouble trying to download
information successfully.

Please note my address has changed, even though | have not moved!
Ann Peevy

20797 CR 2199

Troup, Texas 75789

Phone 903-839-4555

email: Lpeevy316@aol.com

Waiting to hear from you,
Regards,
Ann

9/3/2002
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Johnny and Sabra Sudberry" <j.ssud@sonet.net>
To: <holliman@psknet.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2002 12:30 AM

Subject:  Cornelius Holliman
Dear Dr. Holliman:

| hope you will forgive me, but | can't remember if | ever returned a response to your letter about Cornelius and
Malissa. | hope that | did. Mary may have told you | have cancer and take chemo daily now, and it makes me
forget things for sure.

| believe very much that Malissa is the daughter of my John Roebuck Vice Jr. He left Fayette Co. after 1840 for
Marengo Co. Malissa is next door to him there after the Civil War. The McCools and Vices are intermingled for
generations it seems. | believe Malissa's sister to have been married to J. H. (| think-going by a bad memory here
and not my notes) McCool. John's oldest son, George Vice (mine) married Sandel McCool. Anyway, | am
interested in the oldest Cornelius. | have been working on a cemetery map project with a friend of mine and the
University of Alabama. We are trying to document the cemeteries with a War of 1812 soldier and Revolutionary
soldiers buried in them. | found some info at the library at Winfield in Marion Co. on old Comelius. | wonder if you
have it? If not | can scan this to you. It ironically says in Cornelius's pension application this: Tuscaloosa Co., AL
Deed Bk. M, p. 165. John Poe, Sr., & wife Sally to Deacons of Springhill Church, ciz: Charles D. Lucas, Simon
Poe, John J. Reynolds and Cornelius Holliman, 26 Aug. 1836. | am trying to determine if Cornelius is buried at
Springhill also. This is the cemetery west of Millport in present-day Lamar Co. where one of my other ancestral
tamilies are buried. If he is, | am going to mark it on the map. | have not much time so would like to get on this
immediately. | may go up there tomorrow, if | have a chance after my treatment. | note in this pension application
that Cornelius was married first to Elizabeth Plyler, then to Elizabeth Rainwater. His death is given in Marion Co.,
though, which | wonder about. Marion Co. extended down to just north of Vernon before Lamar Co. was created. |
wonder if he was near this boundary. | will try to look on the Bureau of Land Management records to determine
this. Everything south of that line was considered Fayette Co., before 1868.

Your information was very interesting, and | appreciate very much your writing to me.

Thank you,
Sabra

7/17/2002
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Doc. Holliman

From: <Vhllewis@aol.com>

To: <holliman@psknet.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2002 1:40 AM
Subject: Re: Fw: Uriah Holliman and son

Hi:

| have a copy of a picture of Mary (Polly) Lucas (she is very old when the picture was taken). | also have a copy
of a picture of James Franklin Holliman, son of Mary Polly Lucas and Uriah Holliman. He is shown in his Military
uniform with the caption: 1st Lt. J. F. Holliman., Co. B. 58th Ala Reg. | also have a copy of a picture of John
Hasten Lucas, Sr., b. Feb 2, 1812, died Sep 27, 1894 married to Jane Walter. He is a brother of Mary (Polly)
Lucas. If you want any of them, please let me know.

Also, thanks for all your other info on the family. Before | retired, | had a personal assistant that is refated to you (I
think about 6th cousin). Her ancestors go back to the Lucas family. She is about 30 years old. This is where |
got all of this info from

her relative, Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr., who wrote a Genealogy Book. | put a lot in my files because the wife of
Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr. was a descendant of Lady Godiva, and so am [. If you and my former assistant are
interested in corresponding with each other, | would need to get permission from each of you to exchange e-mail
addresses. Let me know.

She lives in Tampa, Florida. So did | until | retired and moved to Zephyrhills, Florida
which is about 30 miles north of Tampa.

Verna Hudson
Thanks,

Verna Hudson

7/16/2002
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Maxine” <maxine@centurytel.net>
To: “Doc Holliman" <holliman@psknet.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2002 4:35 PM

Subject: PICTURES

Hello Doc and family,

| put the pictures in the smail this morning,Added some other things as well.Please forgive me for not sending
before,| get busy and | do forget.i have my senior moments also.And yes you did send me the cemetery photos of
Elijah and Malinda Jane.l have shared those aiso with others.

I have found info on Aaron Holloman and his Wife Cynthia Ann TOLSON's oldest son as follows.

Charles W. HOLLIMAN born Dec 1866,AL.he died 1931 Le Flore Co. OK;Married,abt 1890, Ardena
HUNT,born Nov 1866,AR.;died 1951 LeFlore Co.OK_; issue
(1) Calvin HOLLIMAN,b Jan 1891 in I.T.
(2) Donnie HOLLIMAN,and Connie HOLLIMAN {twins) born Aug 1893,in I.T.
(3)Henry HOLLIMAN,bomn Dec 1985 in I.T.
(4) Frank HOLLIMAN,born March 1898 in I.T.
(5) John F. HOLLIMAN,born Mar 1900 in I.T.
(6)Lydia HOLLIMAN,born 1903 in L.T.
(7)William Holliman ,born abt 1905 in I.T.

This Aaron HOLLIMAN was Efijah HOLLIMAN"S youngest brother.| will send more on one of his daughters
Later.
Pray your tests turned out okay.l am still holding my health, | can see changes in Doug most each day with his
memory.| have more and more of the chores to do lately.

Charles HOLLIMAN most likely died in Newtonville ,Fayette, AL No one can find his dearh or grave.

Cousin MAXINE

6/25/2002
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Doc and Phyllis Holliman

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: <billjchnette@woridnet.att.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2001 1:57 PM

Subject: A Marvelous Book ! !
Dear Bill and Johnette:

What a marvelous, readable and exciting book ! | have stayed up until 3:30 AM for the past two nights
completely absorbed in it !

Since you are already contemplating a revision in the fall, | will begin to feed you tidbits that might further
enhance the next tome. My following suggestions may help. | am a picky editor, having written several
books and a bunch of research articles, so | would offer the foliowing.

On page 380, you speak of John Thomas Holliman and two companions spending their last money for corn
pone and then the 3 of them surrendered. The three were Miles Bobo [page 585}, John A. South [page 597]
and John Thomas. All were from Co. H. 1 thought that you might like to mention Bobo and South at this point
in connection with this episode.

John Thomas paid dearly for this action over the next 64 years. He was ostracized by his friends and
neighbors back home in Fayette County, AL, He died in 1930, probably from prostate carcinoma, a sad and
misunderstood old man. He hated the War and followed the admonition that “it was a rich man's war and a
poor man's fight”. | will put a Confederate Flag on his grave next week ! He is buried at Cains Ridge
Primitive Baptist Cemetery, just south of Fayette, AL. He lies next to his 2nd wife, Martha Jane Walker
Holliman [1846 - 1931]

Bobo [page 585] and South [page 597] are mentioned as "deserted to the enemy Feb. 16, 1865" but not as
a group on page 380.

On page 389, reference # 23, the statement should read, " Oral family history passed from J. T. Holliman
to his GREAT grandson, Dr. Rhodes Bums Holliman®. Don't make me older than | am !

On page 428, 4th complete paragraph, not "John Henry Holliman" but John Thomas Holliman.

On page 436, reference # 3, the statement should read, "Oral family history passed down by John Thomas
Holliman to his GRANDSON, Cecil Rhodes Holliman and subsequently to to his GREAT GRANDSON, Dr.
Rhodes Bums Holliman".

I'm not telling you anthing that you do not know, but a copy of your book should be in ail research libraries
that have an interest in the Civil War. Piease check the website:

www.cwe.Isu edu/links/hist. htmdicemeteies  Therein, you will find battlefield parks and historic sites which
will have libraries. | have used the National Park Service library at Petersburg Battlefieid Park and they
should purchase a copy. You can reach the superintendent there with: PETE_Superintendent@nps.gov

The new, non-partisan Civil War museum in Harrisburg, PA, should purchase a copy. The archivist there is
Elayne M. Goyette. her email is: egoyette@nationaicivilwarmuseum.org.  Their website is:
www nationalcivilwarmuseum.org

Alabama Archives should buy a copy. Fayette, AL library has a reading room of valuable historic books and
documents that is available by registering at the front desk. | will get you a copy of their email site and
website, if any. There is a community college in Fayette. The University of Alabama needs a copy in
Tuscaloosa and the branch in Birmingham.

The book will be prominently displayed at the reunion and I will see that the congregation of Shephefx_!
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Church, Newtonville, AL is aware of it.

f will visit the grave of Capt. Holland Bell in the Fayette town cemetery next week. | believe that | have
newspaper documentation of his funeral service. | will search it out and send you a copy. | sat at that oid
man's feet as a boy and listened to his stories ! What a privilege { Capt. Bell was a great friend of my
grandfather, James Monroe Holliman, who was Clerk of the Court in Fayette and who ran for Probate Judge
and lost. Grandpa was a prominent attomey in Fayette for many years.

i hope that | have helped a fittie for the revision. Il keep trying. | want you to have a complete copy of
William Stewart's "Dear Biddy"” letters with addenda from John Thomas Holliman, and my great-great uncle,
Lt. James Franklin Holliman of the 58th Ala. Inf. Reg. 1 wilt check on who to contact at the Fayette Library,
and the Capt. Holland Bell funeral services.

You will be missed at our reunion. Warmest personai regards,  Doc Holliman
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Doc and Phyllis Holliman

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-pius.net>
To: <winstead@arkansas.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 14, 2001 5:00 PM

Subject:  Uriah Holliman

Dear Mr. Winstead:

You have touched upon an encyclopedia of my knowledge of the Holliman family ! 1 have a great deal more |
want to share with you on the Blakeneys but | will give you a VERY abbreviated tour through my knowiedge
of Uriah Holliman's family. Uriah was my great-great grandpa.

Uriah was the son of Comelius Holliman and his first wife, Elizabeth Plyler. They migrated from South
Carolina to Fayette County, AL, around 1835. Uriah was bom in SC on 6 July 1818. He married Mary Polly
Lucas on 29 Aug. 1836 [more on her later]. They had 13 chiidren, ali delivered at home by Mary Polly ! |
have complete histories on all their children. Uriah volunteered for the Confederate Army, Company B, Sth
Alabama Batallion of Volunteers, 26th Regiment. He died in Okalona, MS, of complications from measies
and pneumonia on 8 May 1862. His son, Charies Daniel Holliman, who enlisted with his father, died of the
same causes on 12 May 1862. Uriah and son were attended by Mary Polly who came to Okalona by mule
and wagon to attend them in their iliness. She stayed on to bury them and rode back to Fayette County after
contracting measles. Their grave sites are unknown. I'm going to MS after the reunion to ook for the graves.

Uriah had 4 sons in the Civil War: Charles Daniel, John Thomas Holliman [my great grandpa)] Elijah
Holliman, and James Franklin Holliman. John Thomas [ Co. H, 41st Ala. Inf. Reg.] surrendered at
Petersburg on 15 Feb 1865 and survived the war to retum to Fayette C. and live on until 1930. | sat in his iap
as an infant. He is buried in Caines Ridge Cemetery just south of Fayette, AL. next to his second wife, Martha
Jane Walker [first wife died in childbirth].

Elijah [born 1846}, Co. I, 56th Al. Partisan Rangers, died of typhoid on 10 July 1864, near Lagrange, GA.
His burial site unknown. 1st Lieut. James Franklin, Co. B, 58th Ala. Inf. Reg. was capyured at Missionary
Ridge, TN, on 25 Nov. 1863, and spent the rest of the war in Johnson's Island Prison Camp in Lake Erie,
Ohio. He came back to marry his sweetheart, Rebecca Stewart of Fayette Co., and taught school at Bluff,
AL. Rebecca died and he married again. He and "Becca” are buried at the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery just
south of Bluff, AL. 1 will visit all of these graves in Fayette Co. next month.

Mary Polly Lucas, born 2 Jan. 1819, died 6 July 1913. She was the daughter of Charles Danief Lucas [1771-
1853] and wife Mary Lucas [born 10 Sept. 1786: 21 Jan. 1867. She was the "country doctor” of northern
Fayette County during the Civil War and was midwife to many citizens of that area until her death. She
delivered the infants of her sons: John Thomas and James Franklin. Her marriage to Uriah was bonded by
the Rev. John Walters. Mary Polly died at her son's home ["Uncle Bud" Holliman] in Vemnon, Lamar County,
AL. She is buried beneath a great stone in Springhill Cemetery just north of Bluff, AL. Her stone is marked:
"PIONEER STRENGTH INTEGRITY HUMAN KINDNESS"! | will pray at her grave next month.

Mary Polly's father was buried in an Indian cemetery about 2 miles north of Newtonville, AL. The cemetery is
lost to history, covered up somewhere in a comfield. Her mother was buried in grave covered with fieidstones
[iron rock] in the Springhili Cemetey near Moore's Bridge, AL, just south of Newtonville in Tuscaloosa, Co.
There are several such graves there. This "Springhill” is not to be confused with the Springhill [Mary Polly's
grave] north of Bluff. | will be at both places next month.

1 need to talk to you about your info on Capt. John Blakeney {1732-1832] born and reared at Mount Blakeney,
County Limerick. You name his father and mother as Robert and Sarah Ormsby of gallagh. GALLAGH is the
Irish Gaelic name for "Castie Blakeney", a little village that still exists in County Gaiway. | have close friends
there. Your John [offspring of Robert and Sarah] cannot be our Capt. John!!  Your John was the 8th

child of Robert and Sarah who married in 1732. My Capt. John was born in 1732 at Mount Blakeney ! ! My
Capt. John is buried in a woodland cemetery on his old plantation site in Chesterfield Co., SC. Your Johnis_
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buried in the ruins of an ancient chapel in ABBERT, Ireland, County Galway, which i think is near the village
of Castleblakeney. | have some excellent color photos of the old chapel and all of Mount Blakeney.

The Blakeneys of GALLAGH and MOUNT BLAKENEY were closely related but | have never seen any
proof of relationships. | have proof of the founding of Gailagh and Mount Blakeney by two sons of Lanceliot
Blakeney who married a daughter of Lord Hatton and thereby gained favor with Elizabeth | who granted
iands to these two sons who thereafter moved to Ireland. That's another story on which | will have to refresh
my memory from my files.

| have friends in Castleblakeney, one of whom has been instrumental in getting restoration of the burial
chapel of John Blakeney. You need to correspond with: Valerie Kinsella; Kinseliv@®gofree.indigo.ie  if
this doesn't work, try her kinsman: Kinsella_gareth@hotmail.co.uk Gareth promised me he would
deliver messages to Valerie.

Last thought today: It is alleged that Lord Baron William Biakeney, KCB, was an uncle of our Capt. John
Blakeney. The Lord Baron never married and died without issue. Thus, his peerage died with him. One of
the Lord Baron's brothers was named Robert and it is alleged that he was Capt. John's father. No proof.

| guess that you are aware that the same first names reappear in the Biakeney family many times {ie: John,
Thomas, William; James; Hugh, etc.] Very confusing!!!

| have hundreds more pages !  Bestregards, Doc Holliman holliman@®i-plus.net
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DR. JUSHUA HCLLIMAN, yrd
From: Article by John H. Holliman, 2133 47th St.
Birmingham 8, Alabama. February 12, 1964.

"I propose to tell-this sto
half-sister, 7irginia Ann Holliman, (1867-1934). So rar

8 told to me by my T

—as-I know the story-is basically trues e g

with the Confederate Army, on a furlough, to visit his wife -
Alabama. Nancy was carrying an unborn child. Maybe this
___contributed to the possibility that he may have overstayed —
his furlough, and gave rise to the alternative story that he
was killed by the WHome Guard". e —

and when he started to leave,Ben accompanied him down the i
__road as Holliman led his saddle horse and- walked along,; engaged - n

in a lively conversation. Nancy Jane watched them disappear “

around the bend in the road, little realiszing that it was the —

last time she would see her husband alive,

" Sometime later, Ben's body ‘was found in a wat.cr hole in the |
Langston Crecek Swamp, just back of the Andrew Corbett place, —
in North Fayette County, with an iron wedge in his throat. |
Since Ben was last seen with Dr. Holliman, there was a strong |
“suspicion that Holliman was in some way involved with his [
disappearance and death,  The extreme brutality of the -/
“murder, and the unspoken feelings which the circumstances |
generated, caused Dr. Holliman to leave Fayette County, amd -
“to tzke up his residence elsewhere, and to change the spelling
of his name a bit. Some say he moved to Mississippi, then -

~to the Indian orritory, and finally back to Arkansas, where
he reared » large snd splendid family. R .

For the part of the story which was finished in Alabama, we -
~shall turn to J.F.Holliman, a cousin to the Doctor, v who was
away to the war during the action of the story. When he re-
“turned from the war, he married and settled on a 320 acre
tract separated from the Northam family b¥ about a half mile,
- though the houses were a mile apart. . Holliman reared
twvo sets of children on this farm. I am the gmgest. of
the second set; he being 67 years of age, when I was born. -

~ The Northam farm was later operated by Ben Jr., who was an

unborm child at the time of his father's death. During the
‘long period from 1866 to about 1912, there was little
communication between the two families, as there was an

___unspoken feeling of strain, t,heuglkno one was blamed for it.
About 1912, s year after my Father's death, a letter was
__reported to have been received by some of the Northam kin
communicrting a death-bed confession of the murder of their

__Father, by a man named Perkins, who was dyingof typhoid —
fever in Teras.

- It was back in 1863 when Ben Northam returned from serving - .
___Nancy Jane and their four children, inFayette County, o

i
|

e ————
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1932, and that I persorally set. n;LAll night at her wake.

Soon thereafter, when my brothers or I met a ¥ortham boy,

the hand of friendship was extended, and many & time since

I personally engaged in fierce and friendly water battles

in the Old swimming hole with Felix, or Bill Northam. They .
were both older than I, but were always kind enough mot to

press me too hard.

When my older Brot.hex-,

—Buptiat?
later "Bcchabra" near the Northa- Farnm.

C.C. Holliman was first licensedas a
stablished & 1ittle chur

They continued very
L7 T

- ——close friends until Ben's death inm 1945, at the age of " .

years. Thus, & relauonahip which eould have g
and lasting between cm wo rauinea md thedr doacendants.

Last Sunday, I visited Bill (W.T.) Northam, the youngut son

——of Bem Jr.;—who now lives-at-the old
with him for an hour. He verified the death of his ggggd- ;

—father at the-hands of the "Home Guard®, in
and that when the body was found, there was an iron wedge in
-8lizht variations on-the |
]
!

lso_pi
story from other people with whom I checked.
I might add that Nancy Jane Northam lived until the Su-mer of

She died at the sge of 97 years.“.
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Doc and Phyllis Holliman

From: Doc and Phyliis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: <winstead@arkansas.net>
Sent: Saturday, July 14, 2001 5:00 PM

Subject:  Uriah Holliman

Dear Mr. Winstead:

You have touched upon an encyclopedia of my knowledge of the Holliman family ! | have a great deal more |
want to share with you on the Blakeneys but | will give you a VERY abbreviated tour through my knowledge
of Uriah Holliman's family. Uriah was my great-great grandpa.

Uriah was the son of Cornelius Holliman and his first wife, Elizabeth Plyier. They migrated from South
Carolina to Fayette County, AL, around 1835. Uriah was born in SC on 6 July 1818. He married Mary Polly
Lucas on 29 Aug. 1836 [more on her later]. They had 13 children, all delivered at home by Mary Polly ! |
have complete histories on all their children. Uriah volunteered for the Confederate Army, Company B, Sth
Alabama Batallion of Volunteers, 26th Regiment. He died in Okalona, MS, of complications from measles
and pneumonia on 8 May 1862. His son, Charles Daniel Holliman, who enlisted with his father, died of the
same causes on 12 May 1862. Uriah and son were attended by Mary Polly who came to Okalona by mule
and wagon to attend them in their iliness. She stayed on to bury them and rode back to Fayette County after
contracting measles. Their grave sites are unknown. I'm going to MS after the reunion to look for the graves.

Uriah had 4 sons in the Civil War: Charles Daniel, John Thomas Holliman [my great grandpa] Elijah
Holliman, and James Franklin Holliman. John Thomas [ Co. H, 41st Ala. Inf. Reg.] surrendered at
Petersburg on 15 Feb 1865 and survived the war to retumn to Fayette C. and live on until 1930. 1 sat in his lap
as an infant. He is buried in Caines Ridge Cemetery just south of Fayette, AL. next to his second wife, Martha
Jane Walker [first wife died in childbirth].

Elijah [born 1846], Co. |, 56th Al. Partisan Rangers, died of typhoid on 10 July 1864, near Lagrange, GA.
His burial site unknown. 1st Lieut. James Franklin, Co. B, 58th Ala. Inf. Reg. was capyured at Missionary
Ridge, TN, on 25 Nov. 1863, and spent the rest of the war in Johnson's Island Prison Camp in Lake Erie,
Ohio. He came back to manry his sweetheart, Rebecca Stewart of Fayette Co., and taught school at Bluff,
AL. Rebecca died and he married again. He and "Becca” are buried at the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery just
south of Bluff, AL. | will visit all of these graves in Fayette Co. next month.

Mary Polly Lucas, born 2 Jan. 1819, died 6 July 1913. She was the daughter of Charles Daniel Lucas [1771-
1853] and wife Mary Lucas [born 10 Sept. 1786: 21 Jan. 1867. She was the "country doctor” of northern
Fayette County during the Civil War and was midwife to many citizens of that area until her death. She
delivered the infants of her sons: John Thomas and James Franklin. Her marriage to Uriah was bonded by
the Rev. John Walters. Mary Polly died at her son's home ["Uncle Bud" Holliman] in Vernon, Lamar County,
AL. She is buried beneath a great stone in Springhill Cemetery just north of Bluff, AL. Her stone is marked:
"PIONEER STRENGTH INTEGRITY HUMAN KINDNESS"! | will pray at her grave next month.

Mary Polly's father was buried in an Indian cemetery about 2 miles north of Newtonville, AL. The cemetery is
lost to history, covered up somewhere in a comfield. Her mother was buried in grave covered with fieldstones
[iron rock] in the Springhill Cemetey near Moore's Bridge, AL, just south of Newtonvitle in Tuscaloosa, Co.
There are several such graves there. This "Springhill” is not to be confused with the Springhill [Mary Polly's
grave] north of Biuff. | will be at both places next month.

| need to talk to you about your info on Capt. John Blakeney [1732-1832] born and reared at Mount Blakeney,
County Limerick. You name his father and mother as Robert and Sarah Ormsby of gallagh. GALLAGH is the
Irish Gaelic name for "Castle Blakeney", a little village that still exists in County Galway. | have close friends
there. Your John foffspring of Robert and Sarah] cannot be our Capt. John ! !  Your John was the 8th

child of Robert and Sarah who married in 1732. My Capt. John was bom in 1732 at Mount Blakeney ! | My
Capt. John is buried in a woodland cemetery on his old plantation site in Chesterfield Co., SC. Your Johnis
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buried in the ruins of an ancient chapel in ABBERT, Ireland, County Galway, which 1 think is near the village
of Castleblakeney. | have some excellent color photos of the old chapel and all of Mount Blakeney.

The Blakeneys of GALLAGH and MOUNT BLAKENEY were closely related but | have never seen any
proof of relationships. | have proof of the founding of Gallagh and Mount Blakeney by two sons of Lancellot
Blakeney who married a daughter of Lord Hatton and thereby gained favor with Elizabeth | who granted
lands to these two sons who thereafter moved to ireland. That's another story on which | will have to refresh
my memory from my files.

{ have friends in Castleblakeney, one of whom has been instrumental in getting restoration of the burial
chapel of John Blakeney. You need to correspond with: Valerie Kinsella; Kinsellv@gofree.indigo.ie  If
this doesn't work, try her kinsman: Kinsella_gareth@hotmail.co.uk Gareth promised me he would
deliver messages to Valerie.

Last thought today: It is alleged that Lord Baron William Blakeney, KCB, was an uncle of our Capt. John
Blakeney. The Lord Baron never married and died without issue. Thus, his peerage died with him. One of
the Lord Baron's brothers was named Robert and it is alleged that he was Capt. John's father. No proof.

| guess that you are aware that the same first names reappear in the Blakeney family many times {ie: John,
Thomas, William; James; Hugh, etc.] Very confusing!!!

| have hundreds more pages!  Bestregards, Doc Holliman  holliman@i-pius.net








