Mr. Bishop Holliman                                                            Sunday, 10 Feb. 2002

P.O. Box 1095

Cookeville, TN, 38503

Dear Bishop:

Here is an after thought.  As you may realize, I am doing all I can to disseminate my knowledge of our family to as many interested members as possible.   I am in poor cardio-vascular health and I want to encourage others in the family to carry on the genealogical tradition set by my father and me.   Lawyer Jim in B’ham has been a receptive candidate but my own sons don’t show much interest.   I had a massive heart attack in Aug. 2000, followed by bypass surgery and a intrapericardial  hemorrhage that nearly killed me.  I have had septicemia (blood poisoning) twice in the last 3 years.  I am 74 and realize my mortality and there is so much to get done.

I need to ask you some questions regarding our living family and their resources on family history.  You stated in your letter to Lawyer Jim that there were 3 of your living siblings.  I would like to know their names and addresses (email addresses if possible).  Do you think that they may have old family pictures that they would let me copy ?  

I am particularly interested in finding descendants of you great uncle, Lt. James Franklin Holliman, brother of John Thomas.  I have a very poor copy of a news print photo of him in uniform and would like to find the owner of the original photo.

Do you have any offspring, nephews, nieces, grandchildren, etc., who might have inherited some old family photos ? ?   I can do wonders in copying old photos as you can see and I want to assemble as many as possible while I am able.  Anything mailed to me will receive meticulous care and will be returned immediately.  My word is my oath.

I will begin making photo copies of gravestones for you today and will get these in the mail sometime this week.  I trust that you have offspring and maybe grandchildren who will carry the torch after we are gone.   I have no one younger than myself to inherit my files, photos and manuscripts except cousin Jim Holliman in Hoover, AL.  He is about 61 now and hopefully he will have a long and productive life.  However, he is so tied up in his law practice that he does not have time to do family research at this time.

Can you help me find some old family pictures ? ?   I would be eternally grateful.

All my love in Christ,    Rhodes

Dear Bishop: 
I wish that I could be there to help you with your computer. I've had the same trouble with an unwanted and unexpected disconnect. It could be your server but is probably a setting in your control panel. Nevertheless, don't give up even if you have to write little short notes to get them online. My wife gave me a new phone line and put me online for a Christmas present about 4 years ago and I just started in using a computer without any training. I'm still learning but every time I sit down at my keyboard, I am amazed at the knowledge at my fingertips. She gave me her home computer 4 years ago because she has a big computer in her office at the local community college. She is a psychological counselor at the New River Community College [NRCC]. They are on the Web. She is 13 years younger than me so she is still working. I am 74: she is 61. 

I"m having trouble reading Glenn's email address in your letter. Is it: Holliman@Tricountyi.net ? ? I'll write him as soon as I can confirm his address. I also have for him copies of many of the photos that I have sent to you. I can print photos on my computer very easily. Viruses ate up the computer that my wife gave me 4 years ago. I have now replaced the CPU with a Dell 4300, and my wife gave me a beautiful scanner for this past Christmas: a Hewlett-Packard Scanjet 4470c. It will scan color slides, negatives, photos and manuscripts. Those copies of Martha Jane's last will and testament were made on this scanjet. That was a challenge because the original is faded beyon recognition. I recently bought a Hewlett-Packard 1115 printer which has a resolution of 2000 to 2400 lines per inch. The photos that you have by now show you the quality of this machine. I protect my computer with the Norton Antivirus 2002 which I installed this week and my server [psknet] has a virus filter. I can recommend the Norton 2002. It can be bought at Wal-Mart. 

I have very fond memories of driving our 1929 A-Model over to Irondale to visit on Sundays. I have one sister: Cecile. She lives in Milton, FL, just north of Pensacola, with her schizophrenic husband. She and her daughters were instrumental in having Dad change his will when he was senile and dying. She inherited everything: I swiped his notes and returned to Virginia [1986]. For all the good it did her, she squandered everything and now has nothing. "Retribution is Mine, sayeth the Lord" ! I haven't seen her since 1986. I've seen so many family tragedies associated with greed. I'm sure that life has been terrible for her and I grieve and pray for her. 

I can appreciate the stigma of being a Republican in Alabama in l950. I was drafted into the tail end of WW-2 but did not serve enough time to be inelegible for further service. In 1952, the draft board in B'ham was all Democratic. I was reclassified as 1-A. When they found out that I had qualified for a direct comminsion in the Coast Guard, they drafted me out of my Masters Degree program at the Univ. of Miami. I beat them to the punch and finished my thesis at midterm and got my diploma in absentia. Dad, who was Chairman of the Republican party in Alabama at the time, found out that they were getting even with him by messing up my life ! I got even in the long run by using my 4 years and 7 months of GI Bill to get a doctorate at FSU ! 

My wife's mother died on Valentines Day and we are deeply involved in the final paperwork and cleaning out the old house. I spent the day over there and we got a lot of stuff moved. I will be printing more photos tonight. Are you interested in the Warren, Cornelius and Charles line ? These were the three pioneed brothers who came to Newtonville in 1832: sons of James Grantson Holliman of Anson County, NC [Revolutionary War vet]. If you are interested, I'll have to tell you and Glenn a lot of stories about these men. I have lots of photos of Warren's and Charles' line. We, of course, descend from Cornelius. 

Hope that this letter arrives. I have been on again - off again with it since 4:00 PM. Love to you and yours, Rhodes 

From: Doc. Holliman <holliman@psknet.com>

To: <EBSKIP@aol.com>

Subject: Reply to yours of today

Date: Thursday, March 14, 2002 9:21 PM

Dear Bishop:

I just opened your two fine letters of today and will respond to some of your comments.  

I have many letters written by John Thomas to son James Monroe and James Monroe's appeals to congressmen in D.C. for a War service pension for his dad.  I didn't think that the photo of John Thomas and Martha was made in 1914 [that date is on the original photo].  You are right.  That had to be about 1930.  I have a pencil note from John Thomas that went to son Jim [I think] describing his surrender to the Yankees at Petersburg on 15 Feb. 1865.  I'll copy this note for you and send you a translation.  His surrender makes a lively story, too long to tell tonight. 

I'm delighted that Glenn will be with you next week.  Please introduce me through our correspondence and I will begin sending him copies of everything.  I am saving all our correspondence in a file in my computer hard drive.

I just sent you two documents:  one with three attachments and one with one attachment.  These 4 attachments are copies of my letters before today.  I hope you can download them.  If not, tell me and I will print all the letters and send them by snailmail.  You need these letters to interpret the photos.

Give my warmest regards to Glenn.    Rhodes

We live only 70 miles north of Abingdon,  and about two miles off of I-81.   Don't you come to Abingdon without seeing us !   The latch string is always out and we have plenty of room.



