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GALLERY Faces of an Era ?’J/ﬂnf{;/

A SOUTHERN FARM BOY
AND A GALLANT LOVER

Submitted by Dr. Rhodes B. Holliman of Dublin, Virginia,
his great great nephew.

James Franklin Holliman was the second of 13 children born to Uriah Holliman and Mary
Polly Lucas Holliman. She delivered her entire brood by herself, 7 boys and 6 girls. James was
born in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, on January 28" 1839, but Uriah soon moved the family
north into Fayette County, AL, where he obtained Federal homestead land for farming.

When the clouds of War covered the South, a wave of patriotic enthusiasm swept over the
family and the father, Uriah, now 46 years old, 4 of his 7 sons, and one son-in-law joined the
Confederate Army. The War would exact a heavy toll on this family: of the 6 who enlisted, only
3 would survive.

James enlisted for a year as a Private in the 9" Alabama Battalion, Company B, in
Fayette, Alabama, in September, 1861. In the following spring, the 9 Battalion proceeded to
Corinth, MS, and was engaged at Shiloh and Farmington. At Blackland, MS, the Battalion lost
about 20 killed and wounded and disease took its toll at Shiloh, Corinth and Okolona, MS.
Among those dying at Okolona was James’ father, Uriah (May 8, 1862), and a brother, Charles
Daniel (May 12, 1862).

James reenlisted in the 9 Battalion in September, 1862, as a 1% Lieut., and was sent to
Mobile, AL, remaining there until April, 1963. At that time, the Battalion proceeded to
Tullahoma, TN, and was placed in Gen. Henry D. Clayton’s Brigade. This set the stage for the
carnage that would follow in the area around Chattanooga, TN. The 9" was in several small
engagements, especially at Hoover’s Gap. In July, 1863, at Tullahoma, 2 additional companies
were attached and the 58" Alabama Infantry Regiment was formed. The 58" was in the thick of
the fighting at the Battle of Chickamauga in September 19 - 20. On the 19, the 58™ captured 4
pieces of artillery, and on the 20, in a suicidal charge, they broke the enemy line with the loss of
148 out of 254 men. A few weeks later in November, the 58" was consolidated with the 32™
Alabama and the field officers of the 58" were retained.

The consolidated Regiment had 400 present at Missionary Ridge on Nov. 25™, 1863, but
lost 250 in casualties and prisoners. Lieut. James F. Holliman was captured on November 25™.
He was shipped to a military prison in Louisville, K'Y, and thence to the infamous prison for
Confederate officers at Johnson’s Island, Lake Erie, near Sandusky, Ohio. There he remained
until he was paroled and took the Oath of Allegiance on June 13", 1865. He was then described
as being 26 years of age, dark complection, dark hair, gray eyes, 5 feet, 9 inches tall.
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He returned to Bluff Community in Fayette County, AL, to resume farming and became
the local school teacher. He had a large number of relatives on his class rolls including his
brothers and sisters. He married Rebecca Utley Stewart, his wartime sweetheart, on July 2™,
1865. A love letter written by him at some time during the War is reputed to be his proposal of
marriage. It shows a remarkable expression of sensitivity considering that it was composed by a
self-taught, back-woods, farm boy whose parents and siblings were mostly illiterate.

“Miss, for the first time I undertake the pleasant task of addressing you by letter
with feelings that you can better imagine than I can describe; to attempt to
describe the feelings that pervaded my bosom the last time I had the pleasure of
your company would be useless. They would baffel (sic) all descriptions; neither
could I at that time, owing to the intensity of my feelings, express them, but my
pen obeys the impuls (sic) of my heart, and I can with pleasure in this way
comunicate (sic) my thoughts and the tender sentiments of my soul to her I love,
to her I adore. It affords me unaffected pleasure to hold correspondence with one
S0 pure, so inicent (sic), so lovely, and you will reseive (sic) thes (sic) lines as a
token of the love of one whos (sic) heart you posess (sic), one who from the first
moment in which he beheld you has never ceast (sic) to love you with all the
tenderness that the human heart is capable of feeling. I, who never can enjoy life
except in your society; what would all the world be to me without you to share
its pleasures, a caotic (sic) nothing. Often does my imagination fly to where you are
and hover around you and fancy that I see your beautiful form and the angel like
beauty and simplicity that is continually beaming from your face. O (sic) when
shall my fondest hopes of hapiness (sic) be realized ? When shall I press you to
my heart, and call you mine, my one, my lovely. Then would I in the language
of the poets, be content and blest whenever I hear the voice of her I love. Love,
that word is full of meaning to me. Could I express that devotion of heart and
soul, that enables both lover and love, that undying impulse of attachment that
rules my breast; that union of thought, feeling and existence, by which two
persons are bound together, that lasts for life and never knows ending; but
language fails, and I alone can fel (sic), and you can realize the extent of what
cant (sic) be expressed lovely girl. These are of one who will ever remain your
faithful lover.”

Rebecca (“Becca”) bore him 4 children: 3 boys and a girl. She died on November 2%,
1883. He remained single until he was 57 years old (1896) whereupon he married a former
student, Bertha Lee Powell, who was 18 years old. She bore him S children: 3 boys, 2 girls. He
was 67 years old when his last child was born. He died on May 13, 1911. He, both wives, and a
number of his offspring and in-laws are buried in the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery just south of
the Bluff Community in northern Fayette County, AL. The ruins of his old homestead have been
recently discovered.
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NAME: James Franklin Holliman

DATES: 1839 to 1911

ALLEGIANCE: Confederate

HIGHEST RANK: First Lieutenant

UNIT: 58" Alabama Infantry Regiment

SERVICE RECORD: Enlisted as a Private in the 9" Alabama Battalion, Company B, for one
year. Participated in the Mississippi Campaign (Shiloh, Farmington and Blackland). He
reenlisted in September, 1862, as a First Lieutenant, and was transferred to Mobile, AL. In April,
1863, the 9™ proceeded to Tullahoma, TN. They had several engagements, especially Hoover’s
Gap. In July, 1863, two additional companies were attached to the 9" and the 58" Alabama was
formed. In winning the campaign at Chickamauga, GA, they took great loses. The 58" moved
to Missionary Ridge, TN, and were overwhelmed on November 25" 1863. Lt. Holliman was
captured and spent the remainder of the War in Johnson’s Island Prison, Lake Erie, Ohio. He
was paroled on June 13™, 1865.
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Fw: Biography: Lt. JFH Monday, February 08, 2010 4:36:58 PM

From: drrbh88@verizon.net

- To: glennholliman@embarqmail.com

-—-- Original Message -

From: Doc. Holliman

To: Brett Holliman

Sent: Saturday, December 14, 2002 12:34 PM
Subject: Biography: Lt. JFH

Lieut. James Franklin Holliman, Company B, 58 Alabama infantry Regiment, CSA. He joined the
Confederate Army in 1862 as a Private to serve one year. He reenlisted in 1863 and was promoted to First
Lieutenant. He was captured at Missionary Ridge in the battle for Chattanooga on November 25, 1863, and
was confined to the notorious prison camp for Confederate officers at Johnsons Island in Lake Erie, Ohio.
He was released on June 13, 1865, and returned to Bluff in Fayette County, Alabama where he was a
school teacher and farmer. His class rolls are in my possession and he had many relatives in his classes,
among them his second wife. He married his war time sweetheart, Rebecca Utley Stewart, and they had 4
chitdren (3 boys and a girl). She was born Oct. 6, 1839 and died on November 2, 1883. In 1886, he married
one of his former students, Bertha Lee Powell and they had 4 children (3 boys and a girl). James Frankiin
was born January 29, 1839, and died in 1911. He and his two wives are buried in the Holliman-Stewart
Cemetery just south of the Bluff community in Fayette County, Alabama. Several of his children and inlaws
are buried there.

James Franklin was the son of Uriah Holliman and Mary Polly Lucas. Uriah and 4 of his sons served the
Confederacy (John Thomas, James Frankliin, Elijah and Charles Daniel). Uriah, Charles Daniel and Elijah
died in service. John Thomas came home to Fayette County and died in 1930.

Source of information: Great-great nephew - R. B. Holliman, holliman@psknet.com

Lt. James Frankiin Holliman, Co. B, 58"

Alabama Inf. Regt., born 29 Jan. 1839, died

1911. He was captured at Missionary Ridge,

TN, Nov. 1863 and was confined to Johnson’s

Istand Prison until 13 June 1865. Married

fwice: had 4 children with each wife. All are

buried in the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery at

Bluff, AL, Fayette County.

Lt. James Franklin Holliman, Co. B, 58t

Alabama Inf. Regt., born 29 Jan., 1839, died

1911. He was captured at Missionary Ridge,

http://md10.embarq.synacor.com/zimbra/mail 2/8/2010
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AOL.COM | Message View Page 2 of 2

Got the new hearing aids last Friday. | didn't realize how deaf | had become. Cost: $3300 ! |

For your consideration. Love, Rhodes & Phyllis Anne

http://webmail.aol.com/fisgview.adp?folder=SU5CT1g=&uid=4955467 12/30/2002
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Webmail Collaboration Suite glennholliman@embargmail.com

Bluff - confederate markers Thursday, March 04, 2010 9:10:25 PM
From: glendanorr@bellsouth.net
To: glennholliman@embargmail.com
Attachments: Fayette 032.jpg (1741.2KB)
Fayette 031 jpg (1754.3KB)
Fayette 030.jpg (1785KB)
Fayette 029.jpg (1635.4KB)

This is just a memorial and not actual graves. We all know that John Thomas Holliman is buried at Cains
Ridge (the dates are incorrect on JT's grave and | believe on some of the others too...James Franklin is
buried at the Stewart Holliman Cemetery between his two wives. In regards to thg_";t_o_ry_’:Med to
get with Uncle on that. It isn’t something that should be in the news ietter and re&lly has no significancéfo
our nistory.

Here are some photo’s [ took a few years ago. My mother and | ran across these markers. The old house
is across the street from the bamn.

http://md10.embarq.synacor.com/zimbra/mail 3/7/2010
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Mr. Bishop Holliman Monday, 11 March 2002
P.0.Box 1095
Cookeville, TN 38503

Dear Bishop:

I'm keeping your mailbox hot ! I mailed two envelopes of photos today. Tomorrow, I will mail
the third. This envelope contains some stuff that you might find interesting.

There are two muster rolls from the Civil War: Company B and Company H, 41* Alabama
Infantry Regiment. Company B enrolled my great-great-grandpa, 3™ Sergeant William
Blakeney. He died of pneumonia at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Charleston, TN, in
the winter of 1862 - 1863. I searched for his grave last August all around the Church but I am
certain now that he was hastily buried in the dead of winter and any grave marker has long
disappeared. This old church, built in 1860, is in decay and abandoned but it still contains pews,
an alter and a piano ! It is surrounded by a cemetery with scores of unmarked graves. Company
B also enrolled 3 Holliman brothers, Warren, Cornelius and Elijah, sons of the 183¥pioneer
couple from SC, Charles and Barbery Holliman. More about them later. I have photos of the
gravesites of Warren and Elijah. Cornelius was KIA in the trenches of Gracies Brigade at
Petersburg, VA, in the fall of 1864. J ohn Thomas helped other family members.bury Cornelius
at night in, what is now, Old Blanford Cen Cemetery They avoided sniper fire at night to bury him.
Thefe 48 over 4000 unknown Confederates buried there.

Company H enrolled our ancestor, Pvt. John Thomas Holliman. I’'m sure that you know a great
deal about him. I'll tell you some stories later about him in the War. I found Martha Jane
‘Walker Holliman’s last will and testament and have included the best possible copy. It is on
notebook paper, in pencil, and very faded. If you can read it, ] CERTAINLY WOULD
APPRECIATE A TRANSLATION. I can only decipher a few words. Mggha,;ang_was
essemlally illiterate as were many in the family of her tlme and in previous generatlons

As promised, I prepared you a copy of the Holliman - Blakeney pedigree. I have neglected recent
generations but have concentrated on our ancient kin, where the research is most difficult. Note
that the Holliman family is a proud clan with 14 patriarchal generations ! You are gazing upon
60+ years of research: my father’s and mine ! Very few families can claim a patriarchy of so
many generations ! I dedicate all of my work to the honor and memory of my Dad. You may
want to excerpt the more recent generations and add your own information. We have two
Revolutionary War veterans [Jesse and James Gran on] and one War of 1812 vet{Gemelius),
The name “Cornelius” occurs frequétitly in the'faiily. “Don’ t let it confuse you.

It gives me great pleasure to help someone who is interested in the family. If you like this stuff, I
hope that you will pass it along to an interested younger generation with the admonition to “keep
up the good work” ! More to come as I can find time. Your cousin in Christ, Rhodes
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Page 1 of 3

WEB SEARCH
glennh&15 - glennhiB1S@yahoo.com | Group Member - |
Search for other groups. Search
Having problems with message search? to ensure your group is one of the first to be

migrated to the

Message # “ Search
WELCOME RUTH ANN!

Thanks for the welcome,Jeanette. Martha Jane Walker was WP's Step-

mother, J, Pﬁvy,:mﬁ i aried. soralB.Corbetly:
A in childbivth from toxic shock. JT Holliman & MJW Holliman had 5

sons together; WP was the uldest of 6 children for JT.

—1In , “jstowartsne” <jstewartsue@...>
wrole:

>
> Lli Ruth Annct Weleome! 1 have seen a picture vf
> FISMmmsefother of William Perry “Bill” Holliman. It is a great

> picture .1 have a question for you...was W.P. also married 1

Martha
S > Jane Walker, maybe after Tennie Lillian Johnson Holliman died? [
aot
Message search Is nav > this info and saw the picture on William Poe’s website

enhanced, ind messages

> www.poefamilyresearch.net His is a masterful work, if ye
Taaar TakS it for 8lsbine p mil search.net His is a masterful wurk, if you haven't

> scen it, check it out. However, 1 find it s always better 1o
obtain
> infus from direct family members if possible. 1 am from a Texas
bunch
A Chesitharm > of Holiman folks, but have an interest in all of our clan. Tam
“HL outand > studying their migration from VA and NC.
ﬁ nominate 2 " .

out aotp > Jeanette Holiman Stewart

>

>-In , Addiceftie <addieeffie> wrute:
>>
> > There was a gentleman that 1 was aquainted with at the
> > Economic Development in Dothan AL that was a Holliman
> > and he had an extensive amunnt of info un AL
> > Hollomans. His name was James or Juhn.

> > Rhonda

>>

> > - Ruth Anne Bowles <sewnsew70@ > wrole:
>

> > > lello Hollyman/Holliman fomily; T am Ruth Anne

> > > gartmon Bowles, and Tam

> > > searching my maternal g/mother’s line. Her name was
> > > Jesse Helon

> > > Holliman Moore. We are part of the Alabama branch.
>> > She didn'ttalk

> > > much about her childhvod; but she did tell me her

> > > parents were William

> > > Perrv (WP) Holliman & Tennie Lillian Johnsun

> > > Holliman. Tennic died in

> > > 1915 or 16 leaving an infant daughter & 3 brothers

> > > in the care of WP &

> > > my g/mother,who was 11-12 y1s old at the lime. WD's
> > > parents wer
>>>Thuomas &
> > > Fayelle C
> > > It's good to meet you all.
55>

“urbett Holliman. They lived in

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HOLLYMAN/message/1796

Message #1796 of 2083 !

Sun Mar 4, 2007 7:30 am

“Ruth Anne
Bowles"
<sewnsew70@...>

7/9/2009
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. HOLLYMAN : Message: Re: WELCOME RUTH ANN! Page 2 of 3

>>>
>35>

> > > - In PN AAN
> > > <ipeddie@> wrote:
5535

> > > > Weleume to vur newest eousin, Ruth Ann!

> > > > Pleasc be sure to pust a little intro abont

> > > yourself so we will get

> > > to know you, and also pust your Hollyman line,
> > > much as you'd like,

> > > or at least the farthest back Hollyman aneestur you
> > > know of, so we can

> > > see where you fit in to our Tree
> > » > If [ remember right, yours wi
> > > "IIOLLYMAN"... nut many ave,

> > >so I'm intercsted in seeing who and where !
>> > > Again, welcome !

>> > > Cuz'n Tina

>35>

>35>

> > > > [Nun-text purtions of this message have been
> > > removed]

>335

>5>

>>>

>>>

>>

>>

>>

5>

>>

>

oo, "TINAPEDDIE"

>
> > Never miss an email again!

> > Yahoo! Toolbar alerts yuu the instant new Mail arriv
35 bliga) Paoksaarh, »
>>

>

Message #1796 of 2083 - 7o | -

Author

TEPAT 1 AL TINA PEDDIE SEL 207

0:20 pm

Welcome tv vur newest cousin, Ruth Ann! Please be sure to post a little intro abuut yourself so we will
getto know you, and also pust your Hollyman line, as..

Gl Fr Ruth Anne Bowles Mar 2, 2007
Hello Hollyman/Hulliman family: T am Ruth Anne gartrman Bowles, and lam searching my maternal — wc.;- oo £ 6:51pm
g/mother’s line. Her name was Jesse Helon Holliman Muore. We arc.
1 et Mar 2, 2007
that I was aquainted with at the Econummic Development in Duthan AL that 10:36 pm
was a Holliman and he had an extensive amount of info on AL
WELILRE R AR e Mar 3, 2007
Hi Ruth Anne! Welcome! | have seen a pictwre of John Thumas “Iico" Holliman, father of 12:57 pm
William Perry "Bill" Holliman. It is a greal picture .T have a question.
TTEOMLE RETTY AN Mar 4, 2007
‘Thanks for the wcleume, Jeanette. Martha Jane Walker was WP's Step- mother. John Thomas 7:32am

(Hiev fohn) martied MJW afler Sarah E Corbett died in childbirth irom...

ARTE + Ruth Anne Bowles Mar 4. 2007
Thanks for the weleome Jeanetic. Martha Jane Walker was WP's Step- mother. John Thomas ;

3 7:35am
(Hico John) married MIW after Sarah F. Corbett died in chil dbarth from. :

LMY KT A Lynn Fusinato Mar 4, 2007
Hi, I assume you have seen the information vn thal Holliman Family at the Fayeile County i 11:59am
AL rovtsweb site: hitp: /fwww.rootswels.com/~alfayett/ Look under.

oRY A Ruth Anne Bowles Mar 4, 2007
infv. .. wrote: i Ruth Anne! Welcume! 1 have seen a picture of John Saney W 8124 pm

Thomas "Hicw" ... Marth:

gt

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HOLLYMAN/message/1 796 7/9/2009
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Glenn Holliman

——

From: <Ameech@aol.com>

To: <sewnsew70@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, AprHl 01, 2000 7:31 PM

Subject:  (no subject)
Here's what it says for Jesse Corbelt:

1870 US Census/Alabama/Sanford/Strickland
September 02, 1870 Post Office.. Big Pond

Jesse Corbett...age 77...born- North Carolina
Sarah Corbett..age 67...born South Carolina

Next door to them:

John Holloman...age 36...Farmer...Born- Alabama
Sarah E......age 28...Keeping House...Born- GA
Sarah F....age 1.....born-Alubama

Also a neighbor:

John Corbett...age 29.... Farmer..... Born- GA
Elizabeth Corbett....age 18....Keeping house...Born- Alu

2/10/2010







