Rhodes,

 

I don't like that diagnosis about your heart.  Hopefully medication will ease your discomfort and insure additional years of service from the 'pump' we can't do without.  Please keep me posted about your wife and your own health.  My wife, Barb, is coming to the conclusion a hip replacement is in her future.  Maintenance never ends on the north side of age 65.

 

Thanks for the information on Martha Jane and other family members concerning tobacco.  Your memories bring the 1930s and these persons alive.  You sent me a piece a few weeks ago on Fayette County when you were growing up.  I encourage you to put on paper those continuing insights as to how the world was then.  You have a story to tell about your own career.

 

Yes, I have been to the Crater and knew the 41st helped stop the Union surge.  I don't think my father has ever been there so this will be interesting (if the toddler grand daughters will allow us to linger a bit).  Old Blanford will be on our list.

 

Sobering thoughts on the John to Jesse lineage.  Maxine has sent me Johnson Co. papers to review.  Her research makes a case that the Jesse that married the Cofer lady is not in our direct lineage.  I have been studying these papers and plan to sketch it all out for us to study and reflect.

 

Also, Tina Peddie asked for DNA volunteers and I volunteered yesterday.  Not sure what it will find except one of our ancestors may have been borne under a different blanket!  However, I asked her for evidence on John Holyman in Tring, England.  Gasp....she has none!  I will send you her email and welcome your thoughts.

 

Hope the medical visit goes well for Anne today.  All the best and keep those thoughts churning.

 

Glenn

From: "Rhodes Holliman" <drrbh88@verizon.net>
To: "Glenn Holliman" <glennholliman@embarqmail.com>
Cc: glendanorr@bellsouth.net
Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2010 10:53:25 PM GMT -05:00 US/Canada Eastern
Subject: RE: Martha Jane

My dad fretted over the “John to Jesse” step in our lineage.  He traveled to the Carolinas several times in search of documents to justify this soft spot.   It is important to remember that Anson County, N.C, holds the secret.  James Grantson was thoroughly entrenched there and we are sure of his progeny and our lineage.   We know that Jesse was a Revolutionary soldier also.  I don’t have an irrefutable answer.  Maxine says that she does..  Christopher, Sr. to James Grantson is hazy  but these two fellows were in our stem line, not collaterals.
 

I got a tentative diagnosis today of “congestive heart failure” from my new cardiologist.  We will examine this Dx next Monday with a chemically induced stress test.  I’ve been expecting this Dx with all the pitting edema that I experience, the unresolving bronchitis and catarrh and the shortness of breath.  This is very discouraging.   I’ve got a lot to do and I may not have a lot of time to do it !
 

Yep, I think that MJ was a fag hound !   I knew lots of old ladies in my youth who smoked.  I’m not surprised.  Mary Polly smoked a pipe, dipped snuff and probably chewed tobacco.  I saw lots of the old Civil war widows in Newtonville who used tobacco.  My great grandmother, Belzy Anne Blakeney Baker chewed tobacco and dipped snuff and she could spit a bullet 20 feet and hit a fly !  I watched her spit into a log fire in the open hearth and never get a drop on the floor !  When I was a kid, nobody in Newtonville smoked store-bought cigarettes.  Everybody rolled their own.  I watched my great Uncle Mute Baker open his tobacco pouch with his teeth and roll a cigarette with one hand !!!   Fabulous dexterity !!     
 

I could take you to the exact spot in the trenches at P’berg where Company H of the 41st was billeted for the summer-fall-winter of 1864-’65.  It is the site where it was alleged that Cornelius was shot in the head with a Yankee ricochet  off a dead tree limb in the trenches there.   When I feel a little more like writing, I’ll tell you the story of the death of Cornelius in the presence of John Thomas, Warren C. and Elijah, and the subsequent problem they had moving the body to a grave site in Old Blanford Cemetery.   I guess that I could still find the spot even though I found it for the first time in winter and had a Ranger-Historian with me.  This part of the battlefield lies directly north of the Crater and men from the 41st were called on to repulse the Yankees who stormed into the Crater.  I have a copy of a letter written by William M. Stewart of the 41st to his wife, Biddy, in Fayette County, recounting the image of that fight:  shooting down into the Crater, “we killed ‘em in piles the likes of which you never seen” (his exact words).  I must introduce you to Pvt. Wm. Stewart (the brother of Rebecca Utley Stewart)  who wrote all the “Dear Biddy” letters.  I have copies of all of them and they constitute a complete loose leaf notebook !  Rebecca was James Franklin’s first wife.  This collection of letters would be another great chapter in Holliman history. 
The Park Service in P’berg has maps of the original trenches and may of the trenches still exist where encroachment of “progress” has not obliterated them.   The 41st site is still back in the woods and was protected about 1985 when I had access to the site.  My younger son, Dan, did his residency at Ft. Lee Hospital and I visited him frequently and roamed the battlefield at my leisure.  There is a Park Service Office and Library in the middle of the Battlefield.  You might start there.  A Ranger might help you find the site.  It is not too far from the Office (library) by car.   To get to the 41st trenches, you have to park and walk.   Might be trouble with brambles in the summer time.   I sat in those trenches many times and communed with the dead.  It is a spooky place if you are alone !
 

Gotta quit.  My eyes are giving up and I have to drive the wife to Roanoke tomorrow for her second bout with saphenous vein surgery.   I’ll be back ASAP.   Good to know that you are home safely.  Be sure to give Bishop my fondest regards.    RBH     If you go to P’Berg, be sure to drive into Old Blanford from Crater Road and go down to the section occupied by Confederate Soldiers.   Cornelius is there among the many other “Unknowns”.   It is an awesome place !
 

  
 

From: Glenn Holliman [mailto:glennholliman@embarqmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2010 8:53 PM
To: Rhodes Holliman
Subject: Martha Jane
 

Rhodes, the many photos of Martha Jane arrived today.  Many thanks!  I will share with my father.  I will see him next week in Richmond.  He is taking the train from Indiana to Washington, DC overnight in coach!  We will go from there to Richmond to see grand children and perhaps the Crater where John Thomas fought.

 

Can you pin point for me where John Thomas surrendered on that Feb. 16, 1865?  Near Petersburg I am sure.

 

Also, on that photo of Martha Jane, did you see a cigarette in her left hand?  I used my magnifying glass and wonder did she smoke?  Did she roll here cigarettes?  Any information on that?

 

Maxine has been mailing me information on the issue of John Holliman (d 1851) to Jesse to James Grantson (d 1836)and it has raised many questions in my mind.  I remember you confided in me last fall over dinner that that part of our tree was 'soft'.  Do you or did your father have some written documentation of John to Jesse to James Grantson Holliman?  I know we come from Christopher Sr., but is Christopher Jr our great grandfather or perhaps his brother Richard (d 1711)?  I would appreciate any wisdom you have to share on this.

 

Tomorrow I send a blog with photos of the Holleman House in Isle of Wight Co.  I find all this fascinating, and am grateful to you and your dad for saving this history.

 

Affectionately,

 

I have had extensive correspondence with Eddy Smith, Clerk at the Fayette CH.     It may be uncharitable to say so but Eddy ain’t too swift !   He descends from Warren C. Holliman and his first wife, Mary Polly Blakeney, dau. of Thomas Blakeney.   Here is where some living Hollimans get their simultaneous relationship to both surnames.  Nevertheless,  Eddy will help you any time you ask.  He is good with reviewing records and will look up stuff as needed.   He is a good man to have on board.  He is a fine Christian gentleman even though a Democrat !

 

RBH

It is interesting to note that our John Thomas never filed for government land patents !   Was he lazy or had no incentive to homestead property or whatever ?   The ultimate outcome was he never had anything of substance, never had a regular job,  could not finish any meaningful level of schooling,  was a burden on his children all his post-war life.  It is probable that his War experiences ruined his life and depression killed his motivation, or something like that.   I remember my dad and granddad (James Monroe Holliman)  talking about John Thomas and always “having the bite put on them” for money.  Now, I don’t want to be too harsh,  but JTH was a pitiful deadbeat during the Great Depression.  I think that I have saved letters from JTH to James Monroe begging for money.  I must look them up.  I certainly remember hearing James Monroe and dad talk about such correspondence.  I know that Martha Jane was a bitch which wasn’t good for a man suffering depression and post-war trauma.   Unfortunately, all who might testify to these postulations are dead.  Bishop might be able to reflect on this but he was but a child of about 10 when he knew JTH and MJH.   I think that all of us old farts tend to be sympathetic with John Thomas, knowing of the privations that he suffered at the ages of 21 to 25, and overlooking his shortcomings, but we have always wondered why he didn’t get his life back in order or try to.   I know that many of his neighbors in Fayette forever held him in contempt for surrendering even when the Cause was obviously lost.

 

Another point to ponder:  He comes home from the War and marries very soon.   We do not have documents introducing Sarah Corbett  nor do we know is she was a war-time sweetheart.  This marriage was a reproductive disaster which must have contributed to John’s misery and depression:   first child born dead, second child survives and Sarah and third child die in septicemic shock.  Now JTH has an infant son to care for, no wife and no Confederate pension.   His post-war life starts off as bad or worse than his Army career.    There is a big void in our knowledge of the time between him walking home from Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1865 until his marriage to Martha Jane in 1874.  In those 9 years he is married twice, loses two children and his first wife, and winds up with a dependent infant son:  a pretty sobering experience for a man in his mid- to late twenties who is a battle stressed case, without education, without property and disliked by former friends.  

 

Maybe his mother, Mary Polly,  with her knowledge of pediatrics, helped JTH with his son, William after Sarah’s death.  We will never know.   William was ultimately accepted into the fold with the second wife, Martha Jane Walker, and the 5 boys yet to come. 

 

Just some rambling thoughts.    RBH 

Some info from my friend, JT Jones, who lives in Fayette.  This gives us a fix on Twp. 14.   RBH
 
From: John T. & Carolyn Jones [mailto:carolynjohn@centurytel.net] 
Sent: Thursday, April 08, 2010 9:45 PM
To: Rhodes Holliman
Subject: Re: John T. Holliman
 

Hello Doc, Township 14 is in the northern part of Fayette County. Hubbertville is in Twnp 14. Your ancestor John Thomas Holliman was called "Hico John" to set him apart from others of the same name living here. I did not manage to save the information on the one you are talking about and my memory fails me as to where I obtained that Info. I can't help you much on this one.   jt
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Rhodes Holliman 
To: carolynjohn@centurytel.net 
Sent: Thursday, April 08, 2010 7:10 PM
Subject: John T. Holliman
 

Dear JT:

 

You mentioned a while back that you had heard of a very early pioneer to Fayette County:  name John T. Holliman.   I found a clue today that he got a land patent in 1814.  That is VERY early.  The earliest I had in my records are land patents in the Newtonville area around 1820 – 1825.  This patent was for land in Township 14.   Can you comment on these data ?

MISTAKE:  CORRECTED:  SEE  BELOW:  NOT WM. HOLLIMAN,  WILLIAM  BLAKENEY   my g-g-grandpa.
 
From: Rhodes Holliman [mailto:drrbh88@verizon.net] 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2010 10:14 PM
To: 'Glenn Holliman'
Subject: Another Holliman for the blog
 

Dear Glenn:

 

I just remembered another Holliman who should be getting the newsletter.

 

Juanita and James Holliman        jaholliman@centurytel.net       

 

They live in Winfield and James descends from Charles by way of Warren C, one of our

cousins that was wounded in the Civil War.  Warren C. was in Company B  and John Thomas 

In Company H of the 41st Ala. Infantry Regt.   My great-great grandpa,

Sgt. William Holliman, was one of the Sgt. NonComs in Company B. Warren C

had  2 brothers who were in Company B:  Cornelius and Elijah.  Cornelius was killed in 1864

in the trenches at Petersburg: shot in the head.   Warren C. and Elijah were wounded 

and were sent home to Fayette County to convalesce when the War ended.

Juanita is a pretty good genealogist.  You might involve her in future discussions 

regarding the Charles Holliman line.  RBH

 

Don’t let the number of Warrens, Corneliuses and Elijahs fool you.  There were a bunch as you 

have already seen.  I’ve got great photos of these Warrens and Elijahs and their burial

places.  This Cornelius is buried in the Plot of Confederate Unknowns in Old Blanford

Cemetery just off of Crater Road in Petersburg, VA.  There is a fantastic story

Involving the death of Cornelius and his burial.  John Thomas was part of the burial party !!!  

It is a long story:  not tonight.  I’m taking Z-Pack trying to beat a bronchitis before it

rebounds as pneumonia ! 

 

Brother Glenn:

 

In responding to this please remember that I can’t remember what I have written in the past !

 

Have I written anything on the trench warfare in Petersburg in the summer of 1864 ?    Specifically, I’m thinking of the occasion where Cornelius Holliman was killed by a ricocheting bullet while in the company of Warren C., Elijah and John Thomas ?  And their effort to move his body to the cemetery ?   And Warren C. and Elijah getting shot:  Warren C. through the left arm and Elijah in the back.

 

We had kin  (William Stewart, brother of Rebecca Utley Stewart)  who were called to repulse the Yankee hoard who invaded the Crater after the mighty explosion and the slaughter that followed.  I have copies of all or William Stewart’s letters to his wife, Biddy, back home in Fayette.  I’ve been wanting to publish them ever since dad and I got them in chronologic order.  Wanted to call the articles “DEAR  BIDDY” !  I think that there are 58 letters.  Stewart was in John Thomas’ outfit.  These Stewarts are buried in the Holliman Cemetery at Bluff.  

 

I can remember when there was no electricity in Newtonville, AL, and only well water to drink.  No plumbing of any kind:  not a bathtub in the community.   I remember typhoid fever epidemics and the pest-house in Fayette where people with infectious diseases were quarantined by law.   All this in the 1930s.

 

Uncle Bill (William Perry Holliman, son of JTH)  had several sons.   One, named Grady, never had a pair of shoes until he was drafted into WWII  !!

 

Just reminiscing.   RBH

YOU  HAVE  DONE  A  REMARKABLE  JOB  WITH  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  INFORMATION.  CONGRATULATIONS !!!!   THIS  IS  WHY  I  WANTED  THE  HOLLIMAN  RESEARCH  PUT  INTO  YOUR  HANDS.  I  WILL  DO  WHAT  I  CAN  WITH  WHAT  I  GOT  LEFT  TO  HELP  YOU.   Your address got misplaced  into my “ blocked sender list”  !!!   I’m a dingbat in  trying to learn an entirely new system when I had a pretty good handle on Windows XP.  Hope I haven’t missed anything.   When you feel ready for new stuff,  just let me know.   We have several more collateral families to go:   lots of Civil War family history:   Photos too !!!   There will be a point where I will shift gears and bring up the subject of John Thomas’ friends,  his wartime experiences,  his associations in the Regiment and in the Company, Etc.  I’ve got a wealth of Websites on these subjects.  These are interesting stories and I’m the last one to remember them.  I got most of them from dad by way of the “sons of John Thomas”  group.  Most of these stories are on discs.  I trust very little to memory now.
 
I knew that Jesse was a Revolutionary War veteran as was James Grantson.   On my Blakeney side, my 5 great grandpa, Capt. John,  was an officer in Gen. Francis Marion’s bunch in the Carolinas.  Beautiful day, today.    RBH     
 
That is NOT James Franklin in the back row of the school photo.  I have a photo 

of the Bluff School made after James Franklin got too old to teach.  It was a

tiny place.  The scrap shows a pretty good size building.  Newtonvile School.

1911 attached.  I said 1912:  wrong.  1911 RIGHT. 

