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Some of the individual parts of the

When completed, the cosch model totaled

of the white metal castings for body trim, were
by hand from brass, copper and. aluminum.

About 22 years ago Robert Long
decided to Fisher Body
Craftsman’s ¢ ition. Of

course, the contest was_different
then, Tustead of model cars, contest-
ants made models of the famous
coach which Fisher Body uses as 1
trademark. Bob was rarin’ to go, had
his plans and materials and all kinds
of enthusiasm. But somewhere along
the line he got sidetracked and the

h parts that he had finished
were packed in a carton and laid
aside until November, 1951

How did he happen to_resume
work onthe model after 22 years?
Well, here's how it happened:

“The Park Hotel in Lockport fea
tures @ roomcalled the Carriage
Shop. Its decorations carry out the
theme of a byaone era when the

drawn vehicles. Models of carriages
are placed throughout the room.

When the hotel proprietor, Mr.
Charles Bartley, heard through
it st B s
coach, he contacted Bob to see if he
would be interested in completing
the coach and selling it.

Bob liked the idea, more fc
hobby angle than for the rem
tion, and got to work.

As the pictures show, he did a
beautiful job. And it certainly wasn't
easy. Every bit of the coach is hand-
made with the exception of the
metal cagles and seroll work of the
body trim. Those were purchased
castings but stll required much hand
Finishing.
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“Body by Fisher” (and Long)

Robert H. Long, General

24 supervisor, Material and

! Production Control, Kensing-
ton Plant, Builds Model

of Fisher Body Coach

are of mahogany. The general trim is
brass which was scribed and tooled
by hand. The moldings are of twisted
fuse wire and the body's C-springs
are brass, soldered together

Al i all, there are approximately
ate parts i the coach, most
of which are. small and requiring
hours of delicate, painstaking work
to make. For example, the spring and
gear straps are of black leather ik
oy, buskdes and fitings all han
made. ‘Then there are.ihe foldi
e e piture. e 1), These
eps actually fold up and
i the body F 58 Roash
‘The upholstered interior was an-
other difficult job which was. done
Wit an asist from Bobis wife, Betty.
Bob estimates that the coach took
approximately 500 hours o build and
thir he wouldn't care to tackle an-
other one ke ft right away
But el be busy again soon. Mr
Bartley liked the coach so mucl that
he has commissioned Bob 1o bulld
six more horse-drawn. vehicles' of
Various types

How about a “Surrey With the

Fringe on Top™

chief mode of transportation was  The body is made of pattern
Carrioges, coaches and other horse.  maker's pine. The wheels and gear

Here's the complete conch. The top i navy blues upper body i roval blue.

Window frames are white and powder blue. Lower body is powder blue.

Driver's sat is roval blue velver with okl trappings. Wheels are Chinese

red e black . All metal decorations are gald. Inerior s white velvet
with gold braid.





