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SOUTHEAST ALABAMA SKILLS CENTER

DOTHAN ASSESSMENT CENTER

1801 Wise Drive
Dothan, Alabama 36303
205/793-6709

November 20, 1989

Mr. Charles B. Holliman
P.0. Box 20274
Birmingham, AL 35216

Dear Charles:

I appreciate you allowing me to copy Cecil's manuscripts: on
our family origin. It was Cecil's letter to my Father that
stimulated my interest in our genealogy.

I've enclosed a copy of Cecil's letter of June 14, 1982, in which
he proposed the theory that James Grantson Holliman was the
Father of Cornelius Holliman ( Circa 1836 - Lancaster, S.C.,to -
Fayette County, AL ) , my great-great-great grandfather. He also
postulates that Richard Hollyman was the Father of James. This
theory would, if proven fact, connect us to the Hollyman Family -
Genealogy written by George A. Holleman.

In reading Cecil's manuscripts I do not find conclusive evidence
to establish this as fact ( although it may be ). My father did
speak with Cecil by phone in his later days and at that time he
had not brought this to a conclusion. Where Cecil indicated a
trip to Lancaster County, S.C., would be necessary to complete
this investigation, we believe, due to bad health, he was never
able to make that trip.

If you know of any other information concerning this, please pass
if along, or if Cecil left any other notes, handwritten or other-
wise, I would like to see them. There is very little evidence

in Cecil's article on James Holliman's pension hearing that

would prove him to be Cornelius' Father. However, it is a
viable theory that deserves to be pursued.

I also have a theory supported by speculative evidence. Enclosed

you will find a copy of a tombstone inscription for Samuel C. Holliman,
born April 7, 1754, buried in Lancaster County, S.C., A.D. 1832.

I believe he is our connection to the Hollyman Family Genealogy.

In fact, T believe he is on page 13, serial number 4D5, listed

as Samuel Holloman, married to Christine o He changed

the spelling of his name to Holliman. 1 believe the reason for
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this is a division in the family over the American Revolution.

He was a Tory, a Loyalist supporting England during the conflict.
It is noted that the only two accepted ways of spelling the
family name in "Old England" was Holliman and Hollyman.

Maybe this is the reason he chose the Holliman spelling in
contrast to the Holloman spelling used by his family. Since

he died in 1832, about the time our family moved to Fayette Co.,
Alabama, this could very well have had some bearing on their
decision to leave South Carolina. While this theory is plausible
it will require much more research to establish validity.

As promised, I am enclosing a copy of newspaper articles, on

Mary Lucas Holliman and the other is a letter of James Franklin -
Holliman originally transcribed by Cecil and edited by Mary Holliman
Turner for the Fayette County Broadcaster. Also you will find a
copy of Dr. Jennie Holliman's obituary. I believe you will
discover you have this information, except that on Jennie Holliman.

None of this answers the burning question, Who was Cornelius Holliman's

Father? We know that he came to Fayette County by 1836, possibly
earlier. We have conclusive evidence he came from Lancaster County,
South Carolina. He married Mary Elizabeth Plyler before coming to

Alabama and Uriah H. Holliman was born in 1817 in South Carolina.
The answer lie§ buried in Lancaster County, South Carolina.
SOMEDAY I HOPE TO KNOW THE ANSWER. [ ¢

fcs .

erely Your:

Ron R. “Holliman
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Thanke for wour geod letier of Moy Fste I am net very eood
~L arswering my 1edl, as orou may have noticed, However, I have thought
ctoub It oo pood WE, ond so here goos:

T am otill trying to learn to léve by pself, amdl am getting
Lotter ot it 11 the tdme. As vou know, 1y wife died Novemb r 29, 1980,

1d I live alone, T~‘y son Bhedes is still teachdng at VPI in Virginia,

y Lhmbr.u(r }w irout 15k fror 1le., 1 see her
I $h Mo o 53 Yhere sve Marric
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the other Jt, .“all, Luke City, Utahe snd both are

not pood, and on June 18th, I will reach my 80th
yeure I see Lﬂ'ot.“(,r Charles covery few days, and his folks are 11 well.
His son, James A. lolldmen a lawyer at lessemer and is doing well,

I amstil1 werking on cur Lelliman B 1,\,irnx'y. The past two
cirs Lewever, T have Leen int rupted in the work, and have not been atle
traved to selve some leeaks in the line, I ni.ed to go to Wake and
Jorbsilon Countier, WC, and to Lancaster County, $.C.  In the Archlves
wrtmemts of th (,.AL twn stotes lies the answer to our puuzzles

it

99

Yo 1750

0 in Joknston Coun
“henee %0 Lancaster Lo
n T

H.Co mover
by TuC. in 17936
cester County, was our prestegre

+o Wake County M .C. (Adj. Coun
War Soldier, died 1836
dfather.

: Holliman, brothers, was our

rirm on Cornelius belsg out ances*or. I have not
he was o son of James lowever, I have se
i,abeth Plyler in 1f
nf Yoy of 12,  Later ke ard

ter received munyy lands and pension in

fe to prove thet
le for a long !

yette Count;

: have copy
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in 1824, In 18L0 Varren moved on to Hot Springs, Arks

Cherles died between 18,0-50, H48 family lived in SV Fayette County
ir. fohera®™t Cornersg area, I }mve a modernived list of the descendants
:f &4l vhree of these (cn. Other Hollimans who came with them in 383¢

coved on th Carrol. and Choctew Counties, Misse I have a pargial list
of their descendantse  In 1839 Cormelivs! wife died at Newtonville, and
I om ecrtain she was amone the first wriszls at Spring Hill Bap. Che
vear Hoere'ls Tidgce Shortly ofter her death, he married Flizabeth

h Hollimm's wife, "FoRly" Hollinone

Tacas Rednwater, older sister of Url
ihe Marion (Later Lanar) county

Ttey then settled in Morth ctie alco
line, lle bad 8C seres in Fayette and fi0 seres in Marion County, in the

" laeming Grove' - & Welstor k(rat., Herth Payetie Co. He died there in
1042, ond tarial place is wkiowb, althoush [ am petting seme pood info.
cr thic snd may e oohle ko Llec Nu ‘«j:; TiavVile He om his first wife

ool ke throec bo
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I have leen working on the thehyy that James Orendzon Holliman,

)

who came to Fayette County, Alabamu,

the records, These three Hollimans settled
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u Ire Joshua lelliman, who rioved to Arl{nmu‘ﬂ /and died theres I have
redern list of all the descendants of thege three sons. One of the
Girls died of typloid, withont iss e, &nd the other Married a Sowells,

T tave o Jot of data and cumulstive proof that Cornelius was the son og
Jamey Crantson Eolliman, it no positive record.

7 also have some proof indicatirg that James was the son of Samuel Holliman,
who was the son of Rickard Hollyman, who in turn was the son of Christopher
fclliman, who arrived in Isle of Wight County, Virginia, in 1650,

Yecp in mind that our Hollimans arrived in the nev world early, and we

~re to be counted among the lot, families of Virginiae

g re & large nunber of Hollimans, ly variops spellings who arrived

i fmerica around 1860 or earlier, Since we got Lere early, it seems
that we onght to own theplace by now, but I guess that it was not meunt to
. be Af 1ed‘ t, I hope to establish our line, If I had someone at

Linca . or Raleigh N.C. who would check records for us, T could
proba h‘lv prove ‘my theories atout the two missing links, which I can «lmosty
lut not quite, prove,

T Yave finished about as much as I can the family outline on our great-
grandfather Samel Taylor Walkers I had severgl copies mede, and
have themto Charles, and his son Jim, and have & copy for myself.

Since I am all alone, ard do rot trawel very much, why dont you and your
vife <rive up here some weck end, and spend a little time with me, and I
can let you laok over the organized notes I have on the Hollimans and
elkerse I have u'lso prepareu a ma n‘uscrlpt on akout LO letbexu

on lﬂonp by ¥m. Ste

Uncle Jin Hollisen, @..Np:'; ’mu..heL i Uncle

19
rried his sister, Stewart and Grandpa Holliman were both in Company A
of the llst Ala, Inf. and Stewart became a Lieutenant before the war XY
endedo I would e glad to hawe you both, if you can stand my
cockinge You conld get a lot of family data this waye

J.r~

rlease excuse the typing errors., I have Arthritis, and am hindered by
it ny typing. Glad to hear from you again, and my bewt regards
Lc you toth.

Your Cousd

WR. 1ol
8212 6th AvEo S0e, Bham, Alas 35206,

5o John Hall Hollimen, the youngest son of Uncle Jim, and I plan to

make a trip to North Fayeite Co. soon, to go to the "Neal Holliman Spring"

and to see his old famm place theres I hope to develop some data theree N
CRH

T.8
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Winding Trails

Sharlene McGee Foster

The pioneer spirit of Mary Lucas Holliman

One day while in Springhill Cemetery
near Bluff I found an epitaph which read;

“Pioneer Strength, Integrity, Human
Kindness.” This was on the tombstone of
Mary (Polly) Lucas Holliman who was
born January 2, 1819 and died July 5,
1913,

With an epitaph like that I decided
Mary must have been quite & woman. I
felt the need to learn of her contributions
to Fayette’s early history.

Mary was born in South Carolina and
was one of the ten children of Charles
Daniel Lucas and wife Mary. This Lucas
family was of “Black Dutch” descent.

Charles was a tailor while in Marlboro
County, South Carclina. By the early
18305 his family and several other Lucas
and Holliman families were on their way
sauth to newer lands.

Their journey ended in the wilderness
around what is now Newtonville. Mary
was just in her early teens when this
journey was made.

One of the other families was that of
Cornelius Holliman and - wife Mary
Elizabeth Plyler. These Hollimans
received a land ‘grant in 183 near
Newtonville.

Cornelius and Elizabeth had at least
three sons and two daughters. Their son
Uriah H. Holliman was born in 1817 in
South Carolina,

In the late 1830s Uriah H, Holliman and
Mary Lucas were married. From 1837 to
1861 they became the parents of 13
children. Mary raised all of these
children except the first born who died at

the age of four years.

By the 1860s Mary and family were
living near Bluff.

The clouds of war soon covered the
south and Mary saw her husband and
four or five sons enter the Confederate
Army. Uriah and two sons would never
return home thus being chaimed by
death while serving “the South.”

Uriah and son Charles Daniel were
stationed at Okalona, Mississippi, when
an epidemic of measles and pneumonia
struck the troops. Both were taken sick
and somehow word of their illness got
back to Mary at Bluff.

Mary hitched up her wagon and two
horses and went by her self to Okalona.
There she nursed her husband and son
until their deaths.

Mary caught the measles herself but
still she made the long wagon trip back to
Fayette County.

When she regained her strength she
again started nursing her sick friends
and neighbors. Mary was skilled in the
use of primitive medicines such as herbs.

Mary was also well known for her skills
asamidwife. When ever and where ever
she was needed Mary would get her
medicine bag and ride off on her white
mule.

The 13 children born to this remarkable
lady are as follows: Mary Holliman - she
was born in 1837 and died in 1841.

Sarah Holliman - She married Charles
Corpelli and moved to Texas.

James F. Holliman -He was born about
1839. He fought in the Civil War and was
taken prisoner. After the war’s end he

settled near Bluff. He married first to
Rebecca Utley and second to Bertha
Powell,

Charles Daniel Holliman - Hewas born

in 1843 and died in May of 1862 at Okalona

while serving in the Civil War.

John Thomas Holliman - He was called
“Hico John” since he lived near the old
Hico Post Office below Fayette on the
Gordo Road. John fought in the Civil
War. He married twice, first to Sarah
Corbett and next to Martha Jane Walker.

Elijah Holiman™ - He died in a
Confederate Hospital in Newnan,
Georgia, in 1864 at the age of 18 years.

Nancy Palestine - She married John
Pinion but did not have children. She
lived at Bluff.

Cornelius Holliman - He married Sarah
Elizabeth Smith. They moved to Texas
and raised a large family.

William Perry Holliman - He married
his cousin Sarah Holliman. They aiso
moved westward to Texas.

Ann Holliman - She married Rufus
Buckner and moved to Texas.

Rebecea Holliman - She raised a large
family in Texas after her marriage to
John T. “Black John” Holliman.

Frances Holliman - She married Abaer
McClung. They lived near Bluff.

Joshua Warren “Bud” Holliman - He
was the youngest of the 13, Him and wife
Martha Goolsby lived in Vernion.

Mary Lucas Holliman was quite a
woman. She accomplished alot in her 92
years. Her many descendants should be
proud of her fine pioneer spirit.

L——— )
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