Samuel Taylor Walker (1821 – 1900)

Veteran of Gettysburg, Appomattox and many other Civil War Battles

By Glenn N. Holliman

(Information provided by Glenda Norris and Dr. Rhodes Holliman)

One of the most dynamic grandfathers in the John Thomas Holliman line was his father-in-law, the father of Martha Jane Holliman.  Little is known of Samuel Walker’s ancestors.  Glenda Norris believes Samuel’s father was Andrew Walker, b 2/22/1801 in Georgia.  Andrew’s parents may have been a John and Sara Walker.

Andrew married a Jean Evaline Gamble (Genery or even Jeney).  Their son, Samuel Taylor Walker, was born in Shelby Co., Alabama October 14, 1821.  Occasionally, Samuel went by the name ‘Simon’.

On November 5, 1843, Samuel married one Elizabeth Johnson.  Elizabeth entered life 8/18/1821 and died 11/25/1879. One of the six children of this couple would be Martha Jane Holliman, b 11/11/1846 in Shelby Spring in Shelby Co., Alabama.  Martha Jane is a great (or great-great) grandmother of most of us reading this blog. 

On September 10, 1862 Samuel enlisted, age 42 in the Confederate Army in Fayette, Alabama at the courthouse.  He left a wife and six children behind on a little farm ten miles southwest of Fayette to which they had moved in 1858.  

He served as a private with Company I (eye) of the 8th Alabama Regiment, sometimes referred to as the 8th Alabama Cavalry.   His unit saw action in some of the bloodiest fighting in the East at the Battles of Gettysburg, Grandview, Chantilly, Second Bull Run, Gaines Mill, Malvern Hill, Mechanicsville, Seven Pines, Wilderness and Petersburg.  When Robert E. Lee surrendered, Samuel put down his fire arm also at Appomattox Court House, Virginia on April 9, 1865.

Elizabeth died in 1879, and lonely Samuel married Saline Moss on 12/1/1881.

Samuel sought a Confederate pension in 1891, but did not succeed in obtaining such until 1899.  He was then 78 years of age, and blind in one eye, and almost blind in the other.  and died the following year. Both husband and wife Elizabeth, one of our great grandmothers, are buried at Pilgrim's Rest Church in Newtonville, AL.

 We his descendents can only imagine the suffering and violence he endured during the Civil War.  Unfortunately, there are no known photos of him.

