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~ The Eighth Alabama mfantry regiment deserves special mention. It was the first
Confederate regiment to be enlisted for the war. Its first service was at Yorktown. It fought
in the battle of Williamsburg, May 5th, and at Fair Oaks, May 31 and June 1, 1862, in both
of which engagements it took an important part and its losses were very severe. It was then
transferred to the brigade of Gen. Cadmus M. Wilcox and was greatly distinguished at
Mechanicsville, June 26th. Two days later it was prominent in the assault upon the enemy at
Gaines' Mill and on June 30th was again in the midst of the conflict at Frayser's Farm. It
was present, though not severely engaged, at Manassas and Harper's Ferry, and was in the
thickest of the fight at Antictam, Septernber 17th. It fought with its usual bravery at
Gettysburg, July 2, 1863; the Wilderniess, May 5, b, and 7, 1864; Spottsylvania, May 8th to
18th; Salem UEUICE Co H Harbor, June 1 to 12, 1831 It formed a portion of the troops
engaged at the Weldon railroad, June 22 and 23 1864; was distinguished at the capture of
the Crater, Tuly 30th, and was also warmly engaged in the battle on the plank road below
Petersburg.

Upon its organization, its colonel was John A. Winston, who was succeeded by Young
L. Royston, and he by Hilary A. Herbert, who commanded in many hard-fought battles,
being severely wounded at Sharpsburg and the Wilderness. Colonel Herbert has since
achieved eminence at the bar of Alabama and in legislative halls, having served 16 years in
the Congress of the United States, and as secretary of the navy under Cleveland's second
administration. Other field officers were Lieutenant-Col-onel Frazier, Thomas E. Irby,
killed at the Wilderness, John P. Emrich, wounded at Petersburg and at Gaines' Mill, and
Duke Nall, who was mortally wounded at the Wilderness.
This regiment was fortunate in that its roll of honor found in the War Records is more

~ complete than that of any other of the Alabama troops; and in the extracts below are the
names of those conspicuous for bravery and courage, many of whom are still living, though
the roll of immortal heroes is a long one. Capts. L. F. Summers and P. Loughry, and Lieut.
Joshua Kennedy were killed at Seven Pines; Capt. Thomas Phelan, Lieuts. C. M. Maynard,
Lane, Augustus Jansen, at Gaines' Mill and Frayser's Farm, and Capt. R. A. McCrary at
Chancellorsville. Lieut. John D. McLaughlin died of wounds received in the battles before
Richmond.

Extracts From The Official Records

Vol. IV--(668, 669) In general orders, No. 89, October 3, 1861, assigned to Fifth brigade,
army of the Peninsula, Colonel Winston commanding post at Yorktown.

Vol. IX--(37) Assigned to Second division, Gen. Lafayette McLaws commanding;
General Magruder's department, January 31, 1862.

Vol. X, Part 1--(267) E. J. Allen, March 29, 1862, reports "Eighth Alabama, 1,000
strong." (586) Mentioned in Gen. George E. Pickett's report of battle of Williamsburg, Va.,
May 5, 1862. (588, 589) Roger A. Pryor's report of battle of Williamsburg, says: "The
gallant and lamented Col. Thomas E. Irby, with 4 companies of the Eighth Alabama,
reported to me for duty." (822) Mentioned in Gen. Daniel E. Sickles' report of battle of
Seven Pines. (987, 988) Mentioned in Gen. C. M. Wilcox's report of same battle. (1076)
Capts. Leonard F. Summers and P. Loughry, and Lieut. Joshua Kennedy killed at Seven
Pines.

Vol. X1, Part 2--(486, 503, 508) Wilcox's brigade, Longstreet's division, Jackson's corps,

~ engagements around Richmond. Loss, 51 killed and 181 wounded. (508) June 30th, 1
reported killed. (771-775) Mentioned in Gen. C. M. Wilcox's report of Gaines' Mill and
Frayser's Farm. Capt. Thomas Phelan, Lieuts. C. M. Maynard, W. H. Lane and Augustus
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Jansen, killed. Captain Hannon, Lieuts. M. Hugh and McGrath, severely wounded. (775)
General Wilcox's report of battle of June 29th. Lieu-tenant-Colonel Royston sustained a
severe wound. Surgeon Royston commended. (776-779) General Wilcox's report of battle
of June 30th. (980) 31 killed, 132 wounded (10 mortally), battle of Gaines' Mill; 16 killed,
57 wounded at Glendale. (985) Lieut. John D. McLaughlin died of wounds received June
30th. (993) Roll of honor, battle of Williamsburg: Private William H. Duke(*), Company A;
Private J. R. Philips, Company C; Corp. William H. Powell(*), Company D; Private James
Ganavan, Company 1. No selections from other companies. Battle of Seven Pines: Sergt.
Frank Williams(*), Company A; Private W. A. Hall, Company B; Private J. B. Tallen,
Company C; Corp. Eli Shortridge(*), Company D; Private John H. Deaton, Company E;
Private Geo. W. Lee, Company P; Private Charles Hippler, Jr.(*), Company G; Private John
Caney, Company I; Private J. D. Garrison(*), Company K. Battle of Gaines' Mill: Corp.
Samuel', Cochitan(*), Company A; Private R. T. Bush, Com G.
Shields, Company C; Private W. E. Donoho(*), Company D; Sergt. J. B. Milner, Company
F; Third Sergt. C. F. Walker, Company G; Sergt. W. H. McGraw(*), Company H; Private
Hugh McKewn, Company I; Private John W. Griffin, Company K. Battle of Frayser's Farm:
Sergt. Joseph Jackson(™}, Company A; Corp. H. M. Howard, Company B; Private Robert
Geddes, Company C; Private J.P. Wheelan, Company D; Fourth Sergt. G. Schwartz,
Company G; Private J. Smith, Company G; Private John Lynch, Company I.

Vol. XI, Part 3--(390) Mentioned in General Magruder's report. (482) Col. J. A. Winston,
commanding Pryor's brigade, 800 strong. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston's army on the peninsula
about April 30, 1862. (532) Assignment as above, May 21st. (649) Wilcox's brigade,
Longstreet's division, army of Northern Virginia, July 23d.

Vol. XII, Part 2--(547) Assignment as above, August, 1862. (815) Roll of honor, second
battle of Manassas: Corp. R. Murphy, Company A; Private James Jennings, Company I.

Vol. XIX, Part 1--(804) In Wilcox's brigade, commanded by Col. Alfred Cumming, army
of Northern Virginia, Maryland campaign. (812) 12 killed and 63 wounded, Maryland
campaign. (1056) Roll of honor, battle of Sharpsburg, September 17th: Corp. Davis Tucker,
Company A; Private John Curry, Company C; Sergt. T. S. Ryan, Company E; Fifth Sergt.
James Cas-tello(*), Company G; Private J. Herbert(*), Company H; Private O. M. Harris
(*), Company K; Sergt. G. T. L. Robinson, Company B; Sergt. C. F. Brown, Company D;
Corp. J. R. Searcy, Company F; Private James Ryan, Company L. Vol. XXI--(539, 610,
1070) In Wilcox's brigade, First corps, 1 wounded at the battle of Fredericksburg.

No. 39--(790) Assignment as above, Col. Y. L. Roys-ton; Lieut.-Col. H. A. Herbert,
Chancellorsville campaign. (806, 854) Report of casualties, 7 killed, 45 wounded, at battle
of Chancellorsville. Capt. Robert A. McCrary among the killed. (858-860) Gen. Wilcox's
report of the battle of Chancellorsville: "I cannot call to your notice all officers that are
deserving of special praise, for the conduct of all was excellent. Colonel Royston, Eighth
Alabama, and after his severe wound, Lieutenant-Colonel Herbert, were intelligent,
energetic and gallant in commanding, directing, and leading their men." He also speaks of
the lamented Captain McCrary. (1056) Roll of honor, battle of Chancellorsville, May 1-4,
1863: Private Allen Bolling, Company A; Private J. N. Howard, Company B; Sergt. Robert
Gaddes, Company C; Sergt. P. H. Mays, Company D; Sergt. T. A. Kelly, Company F;
Private Patrick Leary, Company I; Private James Reynolds (killed), Company K.

No. 44--(288) In Wilcox's brigade, Anderson's division, Third corps, army of Northern
Virginia, at the battle of Gettysburg, July 1st to 3d. (332, 343) Casualties, 22 killed, 139
wounded. (620, 621) Mentioned in Gen. C. M. Wilcox's report. (775) Roll of honor, battle
of Gettysburg: Sergts. Edmund Clark, Company A; Robert Gaddes, Company C; L. L.
McCurdy, Company D; James R. Strickland, Company E; C P. Ragsdale (color-bearer),
Company F; Privates Z. Haynes, Company B; C. G. Bush, Company G; J. Sprowl],
Company H; Michael Duff, Company I; Michael Kane, Company 1.
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This was the first Alabama command that enlisted "for the war." [t was organized by
the appointment of its field officers by the war department. The regiment lay at
Yorktown, Virginia, the first eleven months of its service, and a detachment of it was
engaged in a skirmish near Winn's Mill. Placed in Gen. Pryor's brigade, the regiment
fell back with the army till the enemy overtook it at Williamsburg. It won its first
laurels on that fiercely-contested field, losing about 100 men. At Seven Pines it was
again under the most deadly fire, and its loss was 32 killed, 80 wounded, and 32
missing. Now in the brigade of Gen. Wilcox, --with the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and
Fourteenth Alabama regiments-- the Eighth was under fire at Mechanicsville, and
took part in the desperate assault of Longstreet's division on the enemy's position at
Gaines' Mill, and emerged victoriously from the bloody combat with the loss of half
of the 350 men it had engaged. Three days later, the regiment was in the line of
assault at Frazier's Farm, where it met Meagher's Irish brigade, and of 180 effective
men, only 90 were at regimental muster the next morning. Its ranks soon began to fill
up, and the Eighth marched with the army towards the Potomac. At the second battle
of Manassas it was under a destructive fire, and lost about 60 men, but was held in
reserve. The regiment took part in the capture of Harper's Ferry, then crossed the river
and fought obstinately at Sharpsburg, where it lost 67 killed and wounded. [t wintered
at Rappahannock, and lost slightly at Fredericksburg. At Salem Church, Wilcox's
brigade of Alabamians, of which it was part, bore the brunt of the federal assault, and
drove them back in confusion, capturing 1500 prisoners; the Eighth losing 58 men
killed and wounded. It was in the exultant army that Lee led into Maryland the second
time, and its colors were flouted in the face of death at Gettysburg; where of 420
engaged, 260 were left on the bloody field. With the army it re-crossed the Potomac,
and wintered in the vicinity of Orange C.H. The regiment was again hotly engaged at
the Wilderness, losing heavily, and at Spottsylvania suffered considerably. It was
under fire nearly every day as the federal army pressed up to Richmond, and its loss
was severe at the second Cold Harbor. At Petersburg the Eighth again suffered
largely. It fought the cavalry raid on the Weldon Railroad, and participated in the
capture of the "Crater.” At Deep Bottom the regiment participated with some loss, and
lost heavily in the attempt to dislodge the enemy from their position on the Weldon
Railroad. The regiment assisted at the repulse of the foe on the plank road below
Petersburg, and fought cheerfully on the retreat up the James. At Appomattox the
remnant indignantly denied the first rumors of the contemplated surrender, many wept
like children at the announcement, and the survivors tore their battle-rent banner into
shreds to retain as a memento. Of 1377 men on its roll, the Eighth had 300 killed or
mortally wounded, over 170 died of disease, and 236 were discharged or transferred.
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Field and Staff.

Colonels - John A. Winston of Sumter; resigned. Young L. Royston of Perry;
wounded at Frazier's Farm and Salem Church; retired. Hillary A. Herbert of Butler.

Lieutenant Colonels - John W. Frazier of Tennessee; resigned. Thomas E. Irby of
Dallas; killed at Williamsburg. Y.L. Royston; promoted. H.A. Herbert; wounded at
Sharpsburg and Wilderness; promoted. John P. Emerich of Mobile; wounded at
Petersburg.

Majors - Thomas E. Irby; promoted. Y.L. Royston; promoted. H.A. Herbert; wounded
and captured at Seven Pines; promoted. John P. Emerich; wounded at Gaines' Mill;
promoted. Duke Nall of Perry; died of wounds received at Wilderness.

Adjutants - Thomas Phelan of Perry; transferred to line. Dan Jones of Dallas;
wounded at Frazier's Farm; transferred and promoted. Morgan S. Cleveland of Dallas;
wounded at Petersburg.

Captains, and Counties from Which the Companies Came.

Perry - Young L. Royston; promoted. Thomas Phelan; killed at Gaines' Mill. Thos.
Heard; wounded at Wilderness.

Dallas - James Kent; resigned. Robert T. McCrary; killed at Salem. W.R. Knox;
wounded at Petersburg.

Perry - Duke Nall; wounded at Sharpsburg; promoted. W.L. Fagan.

Butler - Hillary A. Herbert; promoted. Lewis A. Livingston; wounded at Gettysburg,
and died in the hands of the enemy. Ira W. Stott.

Mobile - Thomas Smith; resigned. C.E. Blackwood; wounded at Frazier's Farm;
resigned. A.H. Ravesies; wounded at Sharpsburg.

Mobile - Charles Ketchum,; resigned. Leonard F Summers; killed at Seven Pines.
Benj. Briggs; resigned. Henry McHugh; killed at Petersburg Crater.

Mobile - J.P. Emerich; promoted. A. Kohler; wounded and captured at Gettysburg.

Mobile - Patrick Loughry; killed at Seven Pines. C.P. Brannegan; killed at Gettysburg.
John McGrath; wounded at Wilderness and Spottsylvania.
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,Coosa - T.W.W. Davies; resigned. G.W. Hannon; killed at Gaines' Mill. M.E.
McWilliams; died in the service. J.T.L. Robinson; wounded at Petersburg.
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8th Alabama Infantry Regiment

The 8th Alabama infantry Regiment mustered 1,377 men during the Civil War, of whom 300 were killed or mortally
wounded and 170 died of disease.

May
June 10

October 3

January 1
March 20
March 29
Spring

May 5-86

May 31- June 1

June 10
June 26

June 27

June 30

1861
Organized at Montgomery

Sent to Richmond under Colonel John Anthony Winston, and accepted into service as the first
Confederate command enlisted for the duration of the war.

Assigned to Fifth brigade, Army of the Peninsula, Colonel Winston commanding post at
Yorktown

1862
Assigned to Second Division, General McLaws commanding, General Magruder's Department
Lt. Colonel John Wesley Frazer killed
Reported as "1,000 strong”
Assigned to General Roger Pryor's Brigade.

Battle of Williamsburg
Lost 100 casualties, including Lt. Colonel Thomas Evans Irby, who was killed

Battle of Seven Pines

Captains Patrick C. Loughry and Leonard F. Summers, Lieutenant Lieutenant Joshua Kennedy
and 29 other men were killed, Major Hillary Abner Herbert and 79 other men were wounded,
and 32 were missing or captured including Major Herbert

Colonel Winston resigns. Lt. Colonel Young Lea Royston becomes colonel.

Battle of Mechanicsville
Attached to Wilcox's Brigade

Battle of Gaines' Mill

Captains Thomas Phelan and G. W. Hannon, Lieutenants C. M. Maynard, W. H. Lane, and
Augustus Jansen and 26 other men were killed, Lieutenants M. Hugh, and McGrath and 130
other men were wounded, 10 mortally; 47% of the 350 men engaged

Battle of Frasier's Farm (Glendale)

The regiment lost 16 men killed, and Colonel Roysten, Captain Crawford E. Blackwood and
Adjutant Daniel Jones 54 were wounded, half the 180 men engaged. The colors were captured
by the 4th Pennsylvaina Reserves Regiment, but survived and, according to the Alabama State
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August 30

September 14- 15
September 17

December 13

May 3 -4

July 1-3

January 10
May5-7

May 8- 12

May 31 - June 4

July 30

August 26

November 2

February5-7

Aprit 1-9
April 9

Archives, are in the collection of the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond

Second Battle of Manassas (Bull Run)
Held in reserve. but suffered 60 casualties

Siege and surrender of Harpers Ferry

Battle of Sharpsburg (Antietam)
Lost 67 casualties, including Lt. Colonel Hillary Abner Herbert and Captains Duke Nall and A
H. Ravesies, who were wounded

Battle of Fredericksburg
Suffered 1 wounded

1863

Battle of Salem Church (Bank's Ford)
Captain Robert A. McCrary and & other men were killed and Colonel Ryston and 44 other men
wounded

Battle of Gettysburg

Captain C. P. B. Branegan and 39 other men were killed, Captains Anthony Kohler and Lewis
A. Livingston and 144 other men were wounded and 80 men missing out of 420 engaged
Captain Livingston was captured and died in captivity.

1862
Captain M. G. McWilliams dies in service

Battie of the Wilderness
Lt. Colonel Herbert wounded and Major Duke Nail motaily wounded and Captains Thomas
Heard and John McGrath wounded

Battle of Spottsylvania
Captain John McGrath again wounded

Battle of Cold Harbor

Battles around Petersburg
Lt. Colonel John P. Emrich, Captain Henry McHugh is killed and Captains William R. Knox,
William W. Mordecai, George T. L. Robison and Adjutant Morgan S. Cleveland are wounded

Battle of Ream's Station

Colonel Royston retires; Lt. Colonel Herbert takes over as colonel
1865

Battle of Hatcher's Run

Retreat to Appomattox

Surrendered 16 officers and 153 men at Appomattox, but only after defiantly tearing their
battleflag to pieces, which were shared as mementos








