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Fayette County, Alabama
106 (/514)

TESTIMONY OF HOGAN YEREY

T an such gratified at fhe thought of Old Father Andrews bringing out
a condensed Hisotry of the North River Association, because such a great
work cught not or should not be lost.

He has read a good portion of the work to me, all of which I heartly
endorse, but as he read that portion of the Manuscript that speaks of

the "Cloud of Witnesses® I can testify to the facts as I am one of the
nusber. Knowing also that this Cloud of ¥itmsses areall dsd; except a
few, and while he resd I was mede to wonder and also to rejofce, and I
do certify that this portion of the menuscript is strictly true. At the
beginning I was living near Spring 11, soze 15 miles from Salem; and I
wish to relate something of the workings of the Church at Spring Mill in
those days.

This Church passed a resolution to the effect that if any of her members
should go hear Parber and David Anders preach they would be excluded.

But notwithstanding this, some of them would o, and so for this offense
(as they called it) they excluded at one mecting scme 6 or 10 of their
members. Yy vife being one of the nusber, and so their rule did not work
well, and after that they mace an effort to throw the rule out. But old
Uncle Billy Moore contended for the rule to remain in the Church. The
contention was sharp and bitter, but finally they excluded Ero. lioore
because he would not give up for the rule or resolufion to be thrown out

of the Church.

In the first place, they with their rule excluded some & or 10 of
their nusber for going to hesr Srother Anders and Darber preach, and with the
saue rule they excluded Ero. ¥oore becsuse he would not go and hear them
or least this is the interperation of their work.

HOGAN YERBY
Cct. 1884

Copled from Page 15 of *The Fistory of Tavid, or The Preacher’s Looking
Glass”, by Eld. D. W. Andrews.

H.
Hogan Yerby Forn 1603-died 189%. Iarried Sarah George. They were thie
writer's Great-Grandparents. (R.P.S.)

She WAS borw 110081555 d1ed H~l)~/$C8 . " T Com Eoyetle, Ao
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In 1671, Shepherd Church had 56 members. In 18EE, there were 84.
Since that time, over 400 people have united with this Church.

Just a few years ago, Shepherd Church was moved to its fourth loc-
ation, which is here in this lovely brick building. N

SCURCES

Tuscaloosa County Records by Jones and Gandrud

History of the Early Baptists by Hosea Holcombe
Microfilm of Minutes of 1837 State Baptist Convention
Minutes of New River Association begianing 1871
History of Tuscaloosa County Baptists by Foster
History of North River Association by David W. Andrews

Manuscript by Rev. L. A. Connell

and Mrs.





image7.jpeg
Erother David *. Andrews, B. 15th June 1801 in Laurens Dis., S. C.,
died Fayette Co., Ala., 2nd Dec. 1867. He was the son of Terrell and
¥ary Andrews, Grandson of Wary ¥right.

He married first, Rebecca Mitchell of S. C. on 13 Varch 1823. They
had 15 children. He married second Sirah Hasseltine Stillman Crowe. She
was born 7th Dec. 1837.

He was Faptized into the fellowship of Fopular Springs Baptist Church
of Laurens District, S. C., in December, 1823, by Elder B. Northcutt. He

was soon ordalned to preach. Ve served 7 years as a ‘reacher in 5.

In 1832, he moved to Tuscaloosa County, Morthport, Alabasa. Srother
Andrews said, "when I settled in these regions there was a good many
Nethodist, a few Cunberland Fresbyterians, and a good many Anti-missionary
Baptists, but there was no Missionary Eaptist, no not one.” At that time
thee was two issociations, Cahaba and Euttahatchie.

In 5 few months he moved to Lexington Community where he was Pastor

of Salem Church for 15 years. In 1635, the 24 nen whom he called his
*Cloud of witnes: helped him constitute the North River United Baptist
Assoclation at Cld Salem Church. In the beginning, tiere were 6 Churches
150 memters, 2 preache:s. The following cen were called the "Cloud of
itnesses:

Suire Boone Eld. Elizah Barbee Issac Cannon
Hogan Yerby John parks Joseph tcGee
Abner Fil Richard Walden John Baker
Richard Flles bsolua Deason Alson Catledge
willis Richards  Lewis Lee Joiin Yerby
Eleana Yard John Garner
Joshua #albert ¥u. Appling

Sasuel Patterson

SCURCEs History o f David or The Preacher's Looking Glass, with
History of North River Association by Elder David W. Anders
Fublished in Tuscaloosa Alabama by Cazette Book and Job
Printing, 1885.
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After the first settlers came, move and more peorle contimoed %o arr-
ive from the Carclinas, Ceorgia, and Termessee. The heaviest movement was
between 1837 and 180, according to land records.

5y 1837 the following families were living in Newtonvillo;

Namos Dato entersd land  Names Tate emtorad land
Simon Poos 1626 Thomas Davis 1822
Tssac Shepherd 1826 John VeGoven 1822
Nathan ¥all 1826 Thomas Irvecas 1826
Charles Tucas 1827 Robert Bridges 1825
Martin Hall 1820 Calvin Poe . 1829

Between 1830 and 18k the following peorle had arrived, prehans there
were several more that we do not have a record of, their manes and date of
entering land is as follows.

Tlanah Ward 1832;  Tssac langsdale 1832 Tovi Cuin  1832;
fogam Yerby  1832;  Thos, Hakeney 1832; Peter Lowery 1833;
Poubin Strong 1833;  Johnson Stromg 1833;  Frameis Price 1833;

Jason Guin

l1ian Raimmters3f3; J.J.Reynolds 18363
Jacob Sherherd 18363 James Tay 18363  Asa Vatera 18365
Mchael Uright 1836;  Henry Shosmaker 1836; ‘arren Waliman 1836;
Gornslias Yolliman 16365 Charles Folliman 18365 Thomas Poo 1838

A few others who settled hers in the h0'S and 50's wars,
George Trawick 1853; ¥ichael Shepherd and Robert Shepherd 115;
Thosas ishoraft 18183 Griffin Trull 184f; Thomas Sheherd 105
fo hove to have a suppliment to this 1ist in the near future, as T
Imow thers vere many mors families living here ;3 have noen fheir names

but cannot find any data on them.
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SHIPHERD CHURCH HISTORY®
as glven by
¥rs. furen Sullivan
June 3rd, 1962

HON AND WHY SHEPHERD®S CHUSCH WAS ESTABLISHED

This church s located in Newtonville Comsunity, Fayette County, Alabama.
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HQ® AND SHY SHEPHERD CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED

In the beginning, all the Baptist Churches were primitive baptist
even the early State Baptist Conventions. The oldest Frimitive Baptist
Churches in this section Vere fethel, Salem, and Spring fll.

Fethel was located on the flack varrior River near what was later
Northport and Tuscaloosa. It was established in 1616 with 19 members.
Qur Yerby and Foe sncestors were Charter cembers.

he second church, Salem, was located near New Lexington, Alabaza,
and eotablished in 1824,

The third, ‘pring HM1l, was located in the Northern part of Tuscaloosa
County, three miles Frof Fewtonville. It was established in J627 by “lders
James Holloway and Mathan Roberts, with 21 members.

John Foe and wife, Sarah Threat Poe, sold Spring Fill Church 17 and 3/4
acres of lend few $22.30. ve have a copy of this Deed which includes the
Frimitive Es tist [octrine 128 years ago. The Deacons were Simon Foe,
Charles Lucas, Jobn_l. feynolds, and Cernlelous thu?. all of whoo were

; the I

living here in Mewtonville, as the pecple of Newtonville and their slaves
sttsncad ortng T Chireh.

In 1832, Erother David Andrews, » Mssionary Faptist Freacher, born
1801 in Laurens Cistrict, south Carolina, moved to Tuscaloosa County and
settled near fcthel Church on the Warrior River. Crother indrews was a
friendly man with a Good personality and inspired wit Missionary Baptist
religion. Yost of the people soon loved him. In fact, I've often
heard sy mother-in-law and other elderly people speak of him as Uncle
Davie indrews.

Soon after his arrival in Tusciloosa County, he was asked to hold a
revival at Sethel Church. Dozens of pecple were saved, and so many of
their mesbers were converted to the Missionary Saptist beliefs that
Prother Andrews was caljed as their Fastor for the next ysar.

Tn a few weeks, Crother Andrews was asked to hold a ten day meeting
at Salem Church near Few Lexington. It was a great success also, with
97 pecple being converted.

This made the staunch Primitive “aptists very angry. They said
David ndrews and his followers would never get vay far. Time has
xoven how wrong they were, even thoush Srother Andrews and his sarly
Missionary Eaptist followers were greatly persccuted.
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EBrother Andrews organized the North River Eactist Association with
20 nen from the area whom he called his Cloud of "itnesses. Among them were
two prominent men from Newtonville, Issac Shepherd and Hogan Yerby.

In 1834, irother ‘ndrews had been preaching to members of Spring
F11] Church which was still Prinitive Baptist. The Church passed a
resolution that if any of their members went to hear Erother Andrews
preach, they would be excludec from the Church, so & or 10 mesbers from
Tewtonville were excluded.

Prother Andrews met with these people in the home of Isgac Shepherd
128 rs ago and established Shepherd Church, the third ¥isslonary
Eaptist Church in this:section of Alabasa.

Issac Shepherd's home was located on what we know 3s the Uncle Myck
¥illinghax place nesr fear Qeek, one mile West of the Clanton farm place,
later Buoyon Gibson rarm Flace.

Tssac Shepherd was born 1800 in Anson County, Yorth Carclina, and
the son of William and Elizabeth Yerby shepherd. He caze to Alabama in 1826,
was converted and joined Spring 1l Church in 1878,

His Yother; Elizabeth, c e to Alabasa in 1643, She was murdered by
her slavey a negro woman by nase of Fherbee, and is turied in an unmarked
grave somewsre in this Cosmnity.

188ac was an older brother of Jacob 3hq herd, wno served as a Deacon
for years in Sha herd Church.

The first church service was held in Issac Shepherd's sheep house or
pen, until they could build a church. This first church was located about
100 yards West of the present Negrc School. It was ruilt of logs with a
chimney, and was also used as a school building.

There are still signs of a large cemetery in the woods near where the
first church stood, e visited this cesetery & yesr ago, and found one

sonument which reads * pr* g;‘nm Elakney orm 4. 1607, Died
Feb, 13, 1861, wife of Ihos. El Y
Church was moved between 1630 and 1860 to its second logat=

Shepherd
lon to what we people call the OiduShepherd . It was located vest
of the Dan Patterson farm on lanc given p,m By Thomas_Flakney.
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This church was also built of logs. I have often heard my Wother-
in-law tell of the time when, as a young lady, she was attending this
church, Brother J. i, Chpisheh was up preaching, and a bench of young

ladies suddenly jumped up and screamed. The Preacher stopped preaching
and was anazed at what had hagpened. An slderly lady, Aunt Martha
Thornton, was sitting near by and skidy "Erother Chism, just go risht ahead
with your preaching, it was just a little green snake ran across the girls'
1aps’

In 1898, some people were dissatisified with the locatioM of this
church and wanted it moved nearer the center of the population. They
also needed a new building, so, in 1898, the following men were chosen
to select a new site for the third church. They were Joseph Gibson,

J. M. Shepherd, John Sullivan, P. P. Mayfield, J. L. Fatterson, and W. W.
Grav]

The contract was given to J. M. (Bud) Yerby to furnish material and
bulld the church for $325.00. He had a saw mill on Martin Creek and cut
and dressed the lumber there. His son, Vertus Yerby, hauled it to the
church site with oxen.

The 1and was located just across the ditch from here and was givenby
Dr. W. ¥. Jones' children. The deed reads:

Jones Estate to Shepherd Church. That for, and in
consideration of the esteem and love which we have
toward the Baptist Church at Newtonville:, named
Shepherd, we do hereby give the said church the
following real estate to have and hold for the use
and banefit of said church, as long as it may be used
for such purposes. Signed: Tolly W. Jones, Dora
Graham, ¥. A. Graham, Willmetta Mayfield, and P. P.
uayfield., Sep't. 19th, 1903

The first service held in this third church was the: associstion in
Cctober, 1898. Since ‘the church records were destroyed prior to 1871,
we do not know who the early pastors were.

Brother George W. Gravlee served this church longer than any other
pastor. It was said by those who knew him that Shepherd Church was his
he,rt and 1ife.






