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Rhodes Holliman

From: "Rhodes Holliman" <drrbh88@verizon.net>
To: "Louis P. Moore" <louishhi@hargray.com>
Cc: "Louis Moore" <Lmoore@watvc.com>
Sent: Monday, November 05, 2007 7:43 PM

Subject: Wm. Silas Holliman
Dear Louis:

Have you had any time to think about the Silas case? ['ve discovered that his complete name
was William Silas Holliman, son of William Bailey Holliman. Bailey is buried in the Holliman-
Stewart Cemetery at Bluff. Bailey was the son of my great-great uncle, First Lt. James
Franklin Holliman, 58th Ala. Inf. Regt. He was captured at Missionary Ridge, TN in 1863 and
was incarcerated at Johnson's Island Prison in Lake Erie. This is the prison where Holland M.
Bell was sent after his capture at Hatcher's Run in the retreat to Appomattox.

| get the diagnostic blood results tomorrow in my effort to see if | have tertiary Lyme disease.
Something is killing me.

Your brother in Christ: Doc

11/19/2007
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Rhodes Holliman

From: "Rhodes Holliman" <drrbh88@verizon.net>
To: "Louis Moore" <Lmoore@watvc.com>
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2007 9:27 PM

Subject: Many Thanks !!
Dear Louis:

The packet of newsprint arrived today and | am delighted. | owe you big time ! | agree with
you about the ethics of writing a publishable story at this time: too many living descendants on
both sides. I'll put your brilliant effort in the family archives. | know that Eddy Smith also made
a big contribution to the research. I'll be thanking him too.

If | write something for SOUTHERN TIMES, I'll change all the names, dates and places and
will send you and Eddy the rough draft for approval or rejection. | understand legal ethics just
like | understand medical ethics. I'm not suffering for an opportunity to see my name in press
and would never write anything that might embarrass or hurt anyone. SOUTHERN TIMES
already has about 6 more of my articles and I'm trying to specialize in Civil War topics which
have really increased sales. With 77 Hollimans fighting for the Confederacy, | have an
abundance of stories to tell.

In spite of the fact that Silas was convicted, there are many unanswered questions. Some
members of the family still believe that Bobo was involved in hanky-panky with Silas' wife.
Bobo had the opportunity with Silas working in Moline, IL. After Silas was incarcerated in Kilby
Prison, it is alleged that he told his wife: "1 wouldn't be here if it wasn't for you"! It is a fact that
he never communicated with her again. Upon release, Silas finished his days with a son in
Tuscaloosa County. | have been unable to find his grave site. [ think, upon his death, he was
returned to Fayette County but | can't prove it. | can't find a grave in Tuscaloosa County and
I've had some first class grave locators looking for me. Sam Bobo is buried in Mt. Vernon
Cemetery.

There is a great deal more to this story than an argument over corn or unpaid rent ! Shooters
are usually content with one or two bullets per victim ! If ever there was a case of malice
aforethought, this was it ! Nine bullets in forensics ! | would guess that Silas emptied a tube-
fed magazine which would hold about 18 rounds. That would support a motive of some
considerable provocation ! The sheriff should have been able to find all the empty shells since
all were fired in a single room.

| should have been a homicide investigator.

I'm re-opening a chapter in my life's book: a gift from me to me on my 80th birthday ! | had to
close my gun shop in 2003 to provide 24/7 care for my cancer stricken wife. She survived and
is doing well and | am again going to do something | really love. | had a Federal Firearms
License from 1990 until | let it lapse in 2003 and | made a lot of money. | will be mailing the
new application to the BATF this week and hope to be in business again by the first of the
year. Small arms ordnance has been my avocation for more than 60 years. | guess I'm pretty
presumptive: I'm assuming that | will live 3 more years which is the tenure of a FFL. Lately |
have been doing some gunsmithing for friends and this has rekindled my fire. | expectto

be considerably more prudent than Silas !!!!

11/19/2007
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I'm sorry to hear that you and Jane have had the "cruds". The dry summer and warm fall has
provided an excellent environment for viral and bacterial proliferation. Many of my friends
have been sick here: a veritable epidemic. | pray that you both have generated a good
immune response.

Thank you again for your time, knowledge and generous assistance. | remember my father
commenting on the Silas-Bobo story. He said the provocation was Sam driving his tractor
across Silas' yard ! This idea just adds another motive to the story. | was in the Army at the
time.

Your brother in Christ, Doc

11/19/2007



