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THE COMMON BLOOD

GENERATION I

Captain John SMITH

Born: 1698 : Abraham
Died: 1776 ° : Henery (Henry)
: Daniel
Married: 1719 Children---: John, Jr.
: - R . : Joseph
Margaret : Lovisa
Born: (?) : Margaret? Jorden

Died: (After 1776)

%%‘ A list of 2,500 immigrants to America before 1750 as is
edited by Frederick Adams erkui from Volume VII of the
Compendium of American Genealogy™ , describes our
immigrant ancestor, Captain John Smith.

"...0fficer British Army, from Ireland to Augusta Co.,
VA., CA., 1730; Capt. Va. Militia, 1742-68, served in
Col. George Washington's Regt. in French and Indian War;

\// Cdr. Ft. Vause, which was captured by French, 1756, and
sent to France as a prisoner of war, 1756-58; m. in
Ireland, 1719, Margaret o

In William Fletcher Boogher's book, Gleanings of Virginia
History“, he states that Captain John Smith, Sr. was born in
\ England in 1698 and later moved to the province of Ulster,
Ireland with his parents, ‘to have served for a period of time as
an officer in the British Army, and in 1719, married Margaret

. In the early 1730's he and his family immigrated from
Ireland to the New World, first to the Colony of Pennsylvania, in
Chester County near the City of Philadelphia, and then in or
before 1740 to Augusta County, Virginia Colony. On the 26th of
June, 1748 he "proved his importation” with the view of taking up
public land. An grange County, Virginia, order book contains
the following entry~:

; "John Smith made oath that he imported himself, Margaret,
J/ his wife, Abraham, Henry, Daniel, John and Joseph Smith,
: and Robert McDowel as his own charges from Ireland to
Philadelphia and from thence into this colony and that
RN this is the first time of his proving his and their rights
7NN in order to obtain land."

; )
(j{%g/' According to C. E. May in Eis book, Life Under Four Flags In
i North River Basin of Vvirginia™, "...Captain Smith, Sr., was a
farmer, hunter and Indian fighter by turns, whichever the
occasion demanded.





image8.jpeg
(On) June 26, 1742, John Smith, Sr. qualified at Orange
County Courthouse as Captain of Augusta County Militia, Company
Number 1; he was present at Braddock's disastrous defeat in 1755,
went on the abortive expedition to Big Sandy in 1756, was a
prisoner of the French and Indians for two years following the
fall of Fort Vause in 1756, promoted to the rank of Colonel in
Augusta County militia in 1758, and continued to fight the
Indians on the frontier until 1763. At the outbreak of the
Revolutionary War, he applied for a commission in Virginia's
Armed Forces, but he was rejected because of his advanced age.

Besides being active in fighting the Indians, Captain John
Smith, Sr., participated in the civic affairs of Augusta County,
was a successful farmer and businessman and was involved in the
work of the Episcopal Church in Virginia. In 1747 he, along with
five others, was recommendéd to the Colonial Governor for
appointment as a Gentleman Justice of the County. The Colonial
Governor .passed over his name; but his recommendation for the
office by the county court indicates his economic, social, and
political status in the county. 1In 1759, he qualified as County
Coroner; in 1772, he took the oath necessary to qualify as a
deputy sheriff of the county; and in 1774, the court permitted
him to correct a mistake he had made as deputy ;heriff in his
return of the execution of Bowyer versus Loftess."

Mr. May continues on with a description of the numerous land
dealings Capt. Smith was engaged in and which can easily be
validated by research into the Virginia State Archives.

The concluding paragraph of Capt. Smith's short biography
mentions the fact that he was named a vice-vestryman of Augusta
Parish in 1756 and appointed a vestryman in 1758 and remained one
until 1769. He was, according to Mr. May's researches, an ardent
Episcopalian and a very active member of the Church.

The concluding sentence states that Captain John Smith, Sr.,
died in 1776 at "Smithland", the home of his son, Daniel, and was
probably buried in the cemetery which now lies under Silver Lake,
a man-made mill pond, in the present town of Dayton, Virginia.

By now it should appear that much has been written about,
and documentation abounds aplenty for any interested researcher
on the subject of our first generation progenitor. For these
reasons further continuance of written evidence would be an
exercise in redundancy. Rather, I would like to conclude this
segment with some personal observations, and possible areas of
further exploration as I do find Gentleman John and his family an
interesting and eventful period in our families history.

Firstly: If one is to take as absolute fact the Capt.
John's oath to the Orange County, Virginia courthouse of June 26,
1748, then he, his wife, and the listed children did in fact come
from a domicile in Ireland. What is not certain in my reading on
the subject, is whether he, his wife, or his children were born
there. However, Mr. Boogher in his book of 1983°improperly
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states that the oath of John's is proof of importation of himself
and family from the Colony of Pennsylvania and a few pages later
lists a son, Joseph, having been born in Chester Co., PA. in
1734. Either this is another son of Capt. John's named Joseph or
he was simply in error. If the ocath is correct, and as Capt.
John is reported to have married Margaret in Ireland, the
conclusion to be reached is that immigrant children, Abraham,
Daniel, Henry, John Jr., and Joseph were all probably born in
Ireland. Nextly!

Not to dwell much longer on the children of Capt. John,
suffice it to say that théré seems to be some confusion as to
whether_or not a daughter by the name of Margaret (B. 1741 per
Boogher’) or named Lovisa (of John's will of May 7, 17538) was in
fact married to one Hugh Reece Bowen, who was a Lieut. killed at
the Battle of Kings Mountain, South Carolina. It might be an
interesting family research item to establish the true wife of
Lt. Bowen as there is information that Lovisa married a Lt.
Bowen. Perhaps one daughter was married to Lt. Bowen and another
to a gentleman with the surname of Jorden. The will of 1753
lists the beneficiaries of John's estate "...sons William,
Joseph, David, Jonathan and James Jorden...", also specifically
mentioned in this will are "...my sons Abraham, Henery (Henry),
Daniel and John Jr....", another section, "...Margaret, my well
beloved wife...", "...my daughter Lovina...". OBSERVATIONS: 1If
John had a daughter named Margaret (per Boogher) why isn't she
mentioned in this will? It appears he may have had a daughter,
now deceased (1753), who married a Mr. Jorden; the listing of
sons Abraham, Henery, etc. is the same as appears on the Orange
County records so--Is this a habitual way of listing his children
or does his military mind list out by chronological means his
sons' respective ages? This being true, one would suspect Henry
Smith of this instance being older than much referenced books
which indicate the brother, Daniel, as older than Henry; and
again, if the will of 1753 accurately reflects his sons listed
then what has happened to son, Joseph? The separate listing of
sons William, Joseph, David, Jonathan and James Jorden indicates
their being all Jorden brothers and grandsons of Capt. John and
Margaret Smith and not immediate sons. Also, when one reviews
the will of Capt. John's son, John Smith, Jr.? dated 22 January
1756, he made certain bequests to his brothers, viz. in this
order: Abraham, Henry and Daniel. Again in the same
chronological order as his father's and again absent the brother,
Joseph. It is not plain why he had not included his sister or
sisters save the male chauvinism of the times which would have
excluded them from any inheritance, generally. Add to this query
the fact that Boogher quotes Waddell who had referenced the fact
that Capt. John Smith not only received his pay for the two years
he was a prisoner under the French, but "...that of his son,
Lieut. John Smith, Jr., up to the time he was killed at Fort
Vause, on June 25, 1756, (pay) was provided for by an Act of
A_ssembly, passed ti% the House of Burgesses.---—-- Hening's
Virginia Statutes." So, again; where's son Joseph's military
pay if he in fact was also killed in action at Fort Vause as

: reported? Probably Joseph was dead before the battle and perhaps
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earlier than 1753.

I1f one pursues the often mentioned Capt. John Smith's will
which was presented to the March Botetourt Court of 1783 and
later to another Court on the 8th of May 1783 as being indeed his
last will and testament, then we find another son by the name of
James Smith. We should also become suspicious of Waddell's and
Boogher's statements that Capt. John Smith died in 1776 at the
home of hjg son, Daniel Smith at Smithland in Rockingham County,
Virginia.lz Why is the date of his death suspect? Because the
will presented to the March Botetourt Court of 1783 appears to be
dated "April the 26th, 1779"™.  "So, unless we have another
Lazarus risen from the grave it would appear that the date of our

Capt. John Smith's death is in error as is reported by Waddell

and others, or, the 1776 date of death is correct and we have
either another Capt. John Smith or clerical error.

Quite honestly, for purposes of this paper it is a "moot"
question for unless you believe in the immortality of human
existence, it would be reasonable to believe our First Generation
Capt. John Smith is truly dead! So why all of this dissertation?
Until there is conclusive evidence and not the perpetuating of
prior authors ramblings of Capt. John Smith's histories, we
should accept his will of 1753 to reflect his true heirs, viz.:
Margaret, his wife, Lovisa, a living daughter, possibly a
deceased daughter who married one Jorden and had children with
the first names, William, Joseph, David, Jonathan, and James, and
four living sons, Abraham, Henery (Henry), Daniel, and John Jr.,
and remembering his Orange County, Virginia oath of 1744,
possibly a deceased son, Joseph. As to our Capt. John having a
son named Patrick, there is, as yet, no satisfactory
documentation to believe it being factual. As to a daughter
having married one Lt. Bowen, again, there is, as yet, no proof.
However, it is possible Waddell was correct that Capt. John Sr.
had a daughter who married a Lt. Hugh Reece Bowen, had children,
but no further information was known to the family as to the
final location, and disposition of the family. It might be added
here that, if Lt. Bowen was killed at the Battle of Kings
Mountain, S.C., the battlefield is but a few miles from the
residence of Mrs. Bowen's brother, Henery (Henry) Smith who owned
a fisherie, and lands now called "Smith Ford". This property is
the "Smith Ford" on the Broad River a few miles from the present
town of Hickory Grove, York County, South Carolina. It could be
possible that a Bowen family living in the area in the late
1708's is the lost Bowen family Waddell mentions in his book. At
any rate, future researchers had better beware of accepting for
fact a lot of o0ld written material regarding our Capt. John and
family members. While there is a large body of undocumented and
contradictory information available, there is also much more yet
to discover of Capt. John Smith Sr. and family that is valid.

For Instance: The seal that was embossed on Capt. John
Smith's will of 1753, viz. "...a shield displaying a cornucopia
out of which issues a fleur-de-lis and water onto a sprig of a
vine curved to form an inverted rainbow."13 Query: Is this in
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fact a "Seal" or a Coat-of-Arms? A cornucopia is not a common
"charge" in heraldry. It might have been an old medieval bugle
instead and one which is a more common "charge" on the shield.
Further research in ejther the Irish or English Herald's Office
in London might disclose older family ties. Query: While
researches in Ireland has to date been unproductive due to our
Irish Cousin's Rebellion of 1922 and the resultant destruction of
state records, an, investigation into the remaining Protestant
Church records of the seven, Northern Ulster Provinces might be
fruitful in obtaining more Capt. John Smith genealogy.

Finally, has anyone out there been to France to check the
files in the Paris Archives regarding Capt. John's surrender of
Fort Vause in 17562 After all, if one is to believe some of the
early narratives about our Capt. John's captivity and subsequent
release by the French sométime between the years 1756 to 1758,
they most certainly could have the "Condition of Surrender"
papers that he is supposed to have smuggled on his person and
later disclosing same to the French authorities who subsequently
released him. After which, he sailed to England and told his
story to the authorities in London who thereupon in gratitude and
appreciation named a street after him. There also should be a
record of same in London somewhere. The only reservation is that
the information could have been destroyed as the result of German
bombings in World War I or II.

GRSjr., 6 October 1987

Now on to "Common Blood" Generation II and
Henry (Henery) Smith and Amy

Footnote References to Generation I

1. Virkus, Frederick Adams, Immigrant Ancestors, Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc. Baltimore, Maryland, 1978, page 61.

2. Boogher, William Fletcher, Gleanings of Virginia History,
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc. Baltimore, Maryland, 1903
(Reprint 1976), page 3.

3. Orange County, Virginia, Order Book II, Circuit Court of
Orange County, Orange, Virginia, 1748, page 285.

4. May, C. E., Life Under Four Flags in North River Basin of
Virginia, McClure Press, Virginia, 1976.

5. May, op. cit., page 156.
6. Boogher, op. cit., page 330.
7. Boogher, op. cit., page 337.

8. Augusta County, Virginia, Will Files for 1757 #3, Augusta
County Clerk's Office, Staunton, Virginia, 1753.
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12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

Augusta County, Virginia, Will Book Volume 2 (1753-1768),
Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia, Reel 42, pages
155 and 156.

Author: Joseph A. Waddell, Wrote Annals of Augusta County
From 1726-187@, 1lst Edition, Richmond, Virginia, 1886. A
2nd Edition, Revised and Enlarged, Staunton, Virginia, 1962.
Note: 1In this jnstance Googher, op. cit., page 331,
references an article written in the Virginia Magazine of
History and Biography but provides no other reference
information. N
R N

Boogher, op. cit., page 331. : .

Boogher, op. cit., page 330.

Botetourt County, Virginia, Will Book A (1779-1860),
Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia, Reel 20,
pages 180 and 181.

Boogher, op. cit., page 332.
Boogher, op. cit., page 333.

May, op. cit., page 154.
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THE COMMON BLOOD

GENERATION II

Abraham
John
Daniel (Lt.)

Henry (Henery) smith
Born: (1727)

Died: (1792) : Henry, Jr.
Aay @ o : Jonathan
Married: (ca. 1747) Children--: William
: David
Amy + Sarah(Smith)(Jolley)
' : Ramsey
Born: (?) : Letty Smith?
Died: (Between 1790 2 1792) : Leah Smith?

One cannot undertake genealogy for long without coming to
the realization that a study of a family, for the most part, must
involve the knowledge of some geographic area, its people, and
economic conditions. With this in mind, one needs to know the
geographical location of his or her family's residence at any
moment in time, and if the documentation is still extant, the
names, and family facts will eventually filter out.
Unfortunately, many researchers hesitate to pursue a study of a
“SMITH" because even when the documentation filters out, it
generally needs collaborating evidence of some sort. If it isn't
obvious therefore, the project is either abandoned or borrowed
from other already completed genealogies no matter how
inaccurate. Thus,the "Folklore" is perpetuated from generation
to generation.

In this particular instance though, our line of Smith has
some advantage over most other Smith lines. Our line has been
here in the U.S. prior to 1800 when population levels were very
low. If one believes the author, J. Lewis Peyton, in his 1882
booklThe Population In The Virginia Colony "...In the year 1607
was 165; in 1609 was 499; in 1617 was 409; in 1622 it was 3800;
in 1628 it was 3000; in 1632 it was 2000; in 1644 it was 4812; in
1645 it was 5000; in 1652 it was 7000; in 1700@ it was 22000; in
1748 it was 820088."¢ The whole of the U.S. Colonies population
was around 2 1/2 million around the year 1750.

Whether or not the Virginia Colony population figures are
absolutely correct as to the numbers is really a moot question,
but the reality of the situation is that a study of a smaller
land area does eliminate to a large extent the confusion as to
not knowing for sure which John Smith or "SMITH" of a colony one
is researching. A family once defined to have resided in the
Virginia Colony at this time of American history has a high

.
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probability of being identifiable in spite of continued usage of
identical family Christian names for generations simply because of
the low population density.

Again, to say that Peyton's populations numbers are true
™ isn't important here. They do indicate the fact that the problem
of the study of the "SMITH" family, in particular, has been
drastically simplified'in its complexity.

As one reviews the records of Augusta Co., Virginia and York
Co., South Carolina, one notices the ease in placing Henery into
three proven geographical locations between (ca.) 1730 to 174%9:
from 1740 to 1765; and finally from 1765 to 1792.

Viz.
(ca.) 1730 Henery Smith's birth and immigration from
to . Ireland to Philadelphia, Pa., to Orange Co. £
June, 1740 Courthouse, Virginia Colony. o
cl
June, 1748 to North River of Shanado, Howel's Br., Free P
August, 1765 Mason's Br., Augusta Co., Virginia Colony. i b
k4 ]
: ’
August, 1765 Relocation to Mecklenburg Co., No. Carolina
to later becoming "Smith Ford" on the Broad
(ca.) River near Hickory Grove, York Co., South
Feb., 1792 Carolina. :
Period 1.---(ca.) 1730 to June, 1740
N\ The only valid evidence that references this period in ag
Henry's life is the "Oath of 1740"° taken at the Orange County . Jc
Courthouse, Virginia Colony. Researches into Chester County, W)
Pa., and limited investigations into Ireland have been : .
unproductive to date. Land records of one John Smith dating back £ oq
to 1738 in East Nottingham Township, Chester County, Pa., are not a:
conclusive as to the identity of this John Smith. 'q
he
As to a review back to Ireland, there is yet to make much L by
investment in both time and money. There are known records of 2 *g
whole groups of Irish immigrants to Philadelphiia, Pa. around the 14 he
1739's from most of the nine counties of Ulster Province, : Ar
Ireland. After examining available evidences at this time, the i a
conclusion is that the best avenues to study are: The Coat-of R
Arms (or Seal) of Capt. John Smith of Augusta Co., Va., and the A
reassessing of sources of information pertaining to the "Fall of sq
Vause" in 1756 as would be contained in both London, England, and
in Paris, France for the years of 1754 to 1758.
mj
Also, while some of the facts about the Capt. John Smith and
Margaret ____~ family may be suspect in Boogher's Smith a
Genealogy, which is based upon family records that he purported e
were supplied to him in his writing™, nothing has been found yet ;’

to rebuff their validity. Consequently, mention of them now as
they will pertain to Capt. John Smith's family is as follows:
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-+ .They had six children, namely:

1. Abraham, b. 1722, In Ireland...

2. Daniel, b. 1724, In Ireland...

3. Henry, b. 1727, In Ireland...

4. John, Jr., b. 1730; killed at Fort Vause, June 25, 1756.

5. Joseph, b. 1734, in Chester Co.,Pa., was taken prisoner
at Fort Vause; d. on way to New Orleans, 1756.

6. Margaret,'b. 1741; m. Hugh Reece Bowen, who was a lieut.
in Campbell's Regiment of Riflemen, Va. Militia, killed
at Battle of Kings Mountain, Oct. 7, 1780, leaving his
widow and children: surviving. Of his descendants, no
further record." .

Period 2.---June, 1740 to August, 1765:

One begins to notice our Henry Smith, Sr. in this period
from the reading of Augusta County Minute Books, an examination
of land records, church records, Henings Statutes, and other
chance localized North River area, Virginia commentaries.
Probably the more significant are two church baptismals®as done
by Rev. John Craig of the "Old Stone Church" 1later called the
"Augusta Presbyterian Church".

1. (page 21): "IXth. year, 2 October 1748..Henery Smith,
a child baptised named Abraham."

2. (page 23): "27 Aprile, 1749..Henery Smith, a child
baptised named John."

Abraham is the eldest son of Henry and Amy Smith, and it
appears from other documents in York County, South Carolina, that
John was the second of the marrjage. It is not certain at this
writing if Abraham is buried in York, Union, Cherokee, or
Spartenburg Counties of South Carolina, but he was a "Judge" in
one of these counties at one time or another in his life time and
amassed large parcels of lands in these counties. Abraham's
"will" was probated in Union Co., S.C., 31 May 1806, and probably
he is buried in this county also. John, Henry's second son, is
buried in a well hidden family plot near his father's home at
"Smith Ford" in York Co., S.C. John's tombstone indicates that
he was born in February, 1748 in Botetourt County, Virginia.
Another son, yenry Smith, Jr., in his Revolutionary War Pension
application states that he was born 18 August, 1759 in
Rochingham County, Virginia. Both counties were a part of
Augusta County until the late 1780's at which time they became
separate and distinct legal jurisdictions.

i It doesn't appear from a review of a few available church
minute books , that he was as ardent a member of the Presbyterian
Church as was his father, Capt. John, or his brothers, Abraham
and Daniel, of the Anglican Church of Virginia. An exhaustive
examination of the numerous church records of both denominations
18 open for further study and confirmation by our religiously
bent researchers. 4
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Examining land records from the period 1740 to 1770
establishes the duration of his domicile in Virginia. ]
Acquisitions and dispositions of property verify that Henry and [
Amy, his wife, jointly owned 1,105 acres of land from the .

~ earliest acquisition by land grant of 3 November 1750 to the last x
disposition of land on 27 September 1764.

The summary is: v }

Date of Land Sale Acquisition Disposition :
BB w 1
1. 3 November 1758, land grant (1lst) 135 acres N ]
2. 1 June 1756, purchased* fuy jw sy 17@ acres N )
3. 17 August 1756, (sold)* Regn gun 03V © (135 acres) ™~
4. 21 September 1763, purchased. 400 acres
5. 24 November 1763, (sold) (400@ acres) <
6. 27 June 1764, land grant (2nd) 400 acres I
7. 27 September 1764 (sold) (170 acres) 1
8. 27 September 1764 (sold)@ (Flnal)mb%MMW’ (400 acres) t
Aoy 1570 e YNkl Co NC 25400 (2065
Grand Total 9 1,105 acres (1,185 acres)
E
C
*Note: The record date of these two transactions is 18 August a
1756 and is recorded at Augusta Co. Courthouse the same E
day Henry's brother's will was probated there (the will ¥
of Lt. John Smith, Jr., killed at Fort Vause, June 25, 2
1756. w

@Note: The record date at Augusta Co. Courthouse is 28 March
~ 1765 and the record date of the survey of 150 acres in
Mecklenburg County, N.C. is 23 August 1765.

Mr. C.-E. May, in his book8 had referenced Capt. John Smith,
wife, Margaret, and family members, and while indicating the sons
Abraham and Daniel and their later descendents having resided in
Augusta County for at least five generations, made no mention as
to the final disposition of Henry or Amy Smith or family. He felt
that either Henry and Amy died off without offspring or they
moved away as no further mention of their final outcome is given ﬁ
in later records. They just seem to disappear. 1

He continued researching and came up with a startling Y
discovery. He found that Henry Smith was taken to court in 1764 q
and written on the debt list Henry Smith owed to one Wjilliam I
Shannon was the notation: "...Before he went to Carolina." Mr. o
May also confirmed from subsequent examination of other records u
that Henry and Amy Smith disappear from Augusta Co. records after w
the year 1765. :

In a "Smith" paper I wrote in 197819, 1 noted that this ﬂ
case was possibly the reason why Henry and Amy Smith and family ﬂ
left the valley for the Carolinas. However, if one reviews the J

debt list that was contained in the case file, the greater part
of the debt was incurred in June of 1764 and Mr. Shannon probably E
/.\ would have taken Henry to Equity Court to insure that he was paid
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pefore Henry and family left for their new home. The upper part
of South Carolina had just been opened up for settlement in the
1750s and for the most part was still rather uninhabited, so it
would behoove Shannon to get his money before they left.

It is interesting when examining the land transactions of
Henry and Amy Smith; to find that the date of riford of a 179 acre
land sale to Mr. Stephen was 17 November 1764, and the judgment
rendered in the case of William Shannon vs. Henry Smith was
November 1764. Probably when Henry received the salfs price of
136L from Mr. Stephen, he paid Shannon the 6L, 9s,3p that was
left owed to him the same day in his "hand"” at Court.

Thinking back to the ,f18th of August 1756 when John Smith
Jr.'s estate was setf%ed and Henry inherited 10L that same day,
Henry sold 135 acres for 45L_and with the 45L and 1¢L in hand
bought this same 179 acres for 50L and made 5L on the
transactions. -

The sale of the same 170 acres for 136L and his last 400
acres for 109L,5s on the 27th of September 1764 totally disposed
of his land in Virginia. When one puts the proceeds of these
sales and payment of debt to Shannon together, it would appear
Henery Smith had at least 229L,15s,9p net when he went to
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. The Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina location was later to become known as "Smith Ford"
which is in York County, South Carolina.

Mr. May says in his pookl® that a “fuller" earned 20L per
year, a "hunter" from 15L to 18P, and a store clerk from 15L to
2¢L and keep per year, so the 229L,15s,9p net profit of Henry
Smith isn't anything to sniff at, as the saying goesl

Period 3.---August 1765 to (ca.) February 1792:

The time frame between the recording of the sale of the
final parcel of 408 acres on 20 March 1765 and the commissioned
land survey of the 150 acres, now called "Smith Ford", was a
little over five months calendar timel’. One would have thought
that the ending of the French and Indian War in 1763 was the
beginning of a peaceful period in Henry and Amy Smith's lives.
It probably was, but for a very short time. With the commencement
of the American Revolution in 1775, the land area known as the
Upper South Carolina became the "hot-bed" of warfare, not only
with England, but between the inhabitants living there. The area
was not in the strictest sense totally for the "American Cause"
as the Eastern Colonies would have you believe. Rather, there
appears in the readings of the time to being as many British
supportors as "American Rebels" and each vying for dominance. In
the language of the times, there were pockets of "Tories", who
supported the English, and "Whigs" who favored the split from
England. It was, in fact, as distinct a division as the War of
1861, viz.: The Northerners and the Southerners. . Also, while
there no statistics to prove the point, it was not the All-
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American team against the English "Bad Guys" as our modern
history books would lead you to believe.

Nat and Sam Hilborn in their book Battleground of Freedom
stated in the preface of the book that "thrust into the center of
the conflict after the war in the North had settled into a
stalemate, South Caroljina became the scene of one hundred, thirty-
seven battle engagements--more than in any other state in the
Union."! Much of the activity was in the upper parts of South
Carolina. Looking at old maps of the area, two main avenues
across the Broad River divide most of the upper South Carolina
region, viz., Cherokee Ford and Smith Fordl A reader of local
folklore of the period will come across references to the Smith
Ford of our ancestors quite pften, but when one reads history
books, Cherokee Ford comes into predominance. The early
historians placed emphasis on Cherokee Ford because of its close
proximity to the famous Revolutionary battlefields of Cowpens and
Kings Mountain. .

It doesn't really matter which "Ford" was more important
than the other. The fact is that these are the fordible paths
across the Broad River short of three ferry p01nts for the 20 to
39 miles of York/Union County borders. There is no doubt to an
observer that with the military activities in Spartenburg, York,
Cherokee, and Union counties of the upper South Carolina region,
that "Smith Ford" had to be of significant strategic importance
to both the English and Whig causes. Anyone in these regions who
claimed alliance to either side were in jeopardy from the
opposition.

An old veteran of the Revolutionary War, who fought in the
same unit as Henry's son, Lt. Daniel Smith, provided Henry's son,
Jonathan, with the following affidavit: "...I fought with his
brother Daniel in the Battle of Stono when he rec'd his death
wounds and I well remember that said Jonathan Smiths fathers
house was considered as a home for the distressed Whigs during
the struggle for independance...ijen Under My Hand this
17.Nov.1828...P/S. Smith's Ford on Broad River deEfved its name
from the old Mr. Smith alluded. Wm. Milwee, J.P.

In addition to being a hideaway for "distressed Whigs"
"Smith Ford" was a military meeting place and rest area for
Continental troops. There are numbers of "audited accounts of
claims" made by our Henry Smith, Sr. to the State of South
Carolina which note the supplies and provisions for man and horse
that he provided g these Continental troops as various times
during the conflict

On one occasion after the Battle of Blackstocks, Henry's
sons, Jonathan and Henry, Jr., helped carry the famous general,
Thomas Sumpter, who was wounded in this action, to their father's
house at "Smith Ford". Both Jonathan and Henry Smith, Jr. stated
this fact in their respective penfion applications to the States
of South Carolina and Georgia According to Jonathan's
application, which was sworn to by his brother, Henry, Jr.,
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Jonathan "...conducted Gen. Sumpter after he was wounded in the
pattle at Blackstocks, to his father's house, where he remained
several days until he became fble to travel, during which he’
continued to wait upon him...

In addition to having most of his sons serve in local South
carolina Militia Units, Henry, Sr. parth:pated 116 known days as
a prxvate and sargeht as a "...horsemen in Col. Taylors Regt. on
an expedition at Congareo Fort-1781"; as a “...footman in said
Regt. on an espedition at Bigan Curch-1782"; and as a "...sergt..
of foot in said Regt. on an expedition at Orangeburgh"

As a concluding note to Henry Smiths mJlJtary career,

gsuffice it to say that for the most part, ‘Henry Sr. neither

obtained the military rank or military distinction as did his

father, Capt. John, or his brothers, Abraham, Daniel, and John

Jr. in either the French and Indian Wars or the American
Revolution. Rather, he was, as one might say today, a "draftee";

when duty called, he served his time, then got out as soon as

possible and went on to doing other things.

O THD A0 1O M

When he died around February, 1792, he owned a plantation,
as it was called in those days, a fisherie business, and,
possibly part -of the "Howel's Ferry" which was about five mJles
south on the Broad River.

S0 0t

The "Letter of Administration" of his will2?5 was filed by
his two sons, "Judge" Abraham, and John on 7 February 1792, so it
is assumed that he died shortly before this filing. Since there
is no indication that his wife, Amy, had received any
distribution of his estate as specified under the conditions of
his will, it is assumed that Amy, his wife, died sometime between
the writing of his will in 1790 and the final distribution of his
estate in 1794.

® 0 M~ ~

]

It is pleasing to me, after researching the life and times
of Henery and Amy Smith, most of which were in constant turmoil,
that the descendants should have “"tipped the glass" to their
memories as is indicative of a "last cost" listed in Henry Smith,
Sr. "Estate Settlement Papers of 1794 "...to expences on
funeral...2L,2s,@p" which was written over the crossed out "To
Paid four gallons run for buring and one dollar to the
Doctor...".....Most fitting to be mindful of those before us.

owanSn-

IR

GRSjr. October 24, 1987

--MEMOR ESTO MAJORUM--

n

Footnote References to Generation II

Peyton, J. Lewis, History of Augusta County, virginia,.C. J.
Carrier Company, Harrisonburg, virginia, 1972, 2nd edition,
(1st ed., 1882).
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virginia, McClure Press, Virginia, 1976, pages 150 thru
157.

9. "William Shannon vs. Henry Smith", Augusta County Clerk's
Office, Stauton, Virginia, File #4608, April to December
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19. Smith, Jr., Guy R., One Branch of the Captain John and
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BEGINNING

Researching one's family "tree" brings much enjoyment. It

can be like solving a mystery story, fitting pieces of a puzzle together,
a challenge to see if one can imagine ways to find the elusive documen-—
tation needed to prove the ancestor in the next generation, a game of wits.
It is addictive, this genealogy pastime---the more information unearthed
the greater the appetite is whetted to discover everything possible about
the lives of elusive forebears. Date and place of birth, marriage and
death is just the beginning. What was their occupation? How many
children did they have? How many acres did they farm? Did the church
play an important role in their lives? Did they participate in any of
the nation's wars? Could they read and write or did they sign deeds and
wills with "their mark", an "X"? Who were their neighbors and friends?
Were they respected leaders in the community? Any 'skeletons' in the
closet? Any pictures available? Did they migrate? Answers make the
people real, no longer just statistics. Answers warm the researcher's
heart, giving a sense of appreciation of the often hardship-history
earlier households experienced.

What if the lineage to be investigated is SMITH?! Just the
thought could be discouraging. What if there were two SMITH families
that had intermarried? Where to begin? The compile;g_of SMITH COUSINS
FOUR were fortunate that each had inherited a copy of a paper written by
Judge Dresden Aaron Smith of Walhalla, South Carolina for a family
reunion in 1902. While some of this report's statements were later to
be found in error, (as is true with most 'traditions',) there were many
facts and clues that led to more accurate and exciting information. It
is with great pride that this verified data is presented within this
book.

Enjoyment also comes from locating others investigating the
same family "tree". One can wonder if "Fate" had anything to do with
putting the four of us together, as each is as diverse as the distance
between our locales. The differences will be apparent in the handling
of the succeeding chapters. At the same time, we are collectively one.
We treasure the relationship developed over the several years of sharing
our various findings.

FOR THE RECORD:

Zula has done meticulous and in-depth research on all the
Smiths and allied families. We have turned to her and abided by her
decisions on many questionable situations. Her calm, thorough, and
stydied opinions always seem right, and we are comfortable that her
judgments will stand the test of time. How fortunate we are to have
Zula as a co-contributor.

We highly commend Guy for his excellent research and writing.
He has made many trips to the sources, composed other accounts of the
first generations in America, and has the inate ability to get to the
core of matters. He has our respect for his knowledge of our family
and their period in history. His delightful style of expression will
enchant the reader from start to finish, and we thank him for composing
the chapters on the common blood lines of all four of us.

-
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Frank has spent untold hours before the computer. Untire-
ingly. and without complaint, he has compiled, typed and retyped the
pages upon pages we have sent to him. Without Frank, this book would
not: have been possible. It is a herculean task he has accomplished
in getting all our words on paper, putting up with our delays and
procrastinations, organizing the information so that it flows in a
correct and feeling manner. At the same time he was writing his own
section he was holding down his 'Judgeship' profession. Frank is
esteemed more than words can say.

Perhaps the idea of the book traces to Mildred---or Mildr;ﬁ
and Frank. As second cousins residing near each other, it was easy
to reach the conception of publishing and selecting the title. Much
of the editing credit goes to her, and always the moral support. She
felt deeply about including her first cousins in her portion, as well
as charts on other lateral lines. The more the merrier, and the more
clues for those who later seek!

If. any reader learns just one fact that helps fill in a
blank on a chart, or satisfy a "Why?", then our beginnings shall be
rewarded. It is hoped that others will continue to look for additions

and corrections to our SMITH family line. Now, enjoy SMITH COUSINS
FOUR.

Zula Jane Wood Atwood

Frank Lee Eddens, Jr.
Guy(ton) Raymond Smith, Jr.
Mildred Julia Smith Shumaker

"Those who do not chenish the memony of their arcestons
do not deserve to be nemembered by posterity.”

---Edmund Burke
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SMITH COUSINS FOUR

To those individuals who will read this compendium of four
truly American-Southern Families, we, it's authors, bid you
hello! While our surnames are different, the "common" bond that
binds us is that of "blood"--what stronger bonds are there in
this Mortal existence of ours?

Our purpose in writing this paper is one which is not unique
among families throughout the years, but yet one which so few
attempt and regrettably not until memories of forebearers have
become clouded by the "Sands of Time" and the "Mists of
Forgetfulness".

What you the reader will be perusing in the subsequent pages
that follow this short introduction is more than just a
chronological listings of the families ATWOOD, EDDENS, SHUMAKER,
and SMITH, but a written digest which will provide past, present,
and future genealogical paths for later unknown family historians
and interested parties.

Interestingly, the common "blood-line" that binds the
authors of this genealogical paper is that of "SMITH' and not
only one line of SMITH but two unrelated SMITH lines. Yes--two
SMITH families who were bonded by the marriage of one (Capt.)
Aaron SMITH (son of Jonathan SMITH and Margaret GUYTON), and
Elizabeth SMITH (daughter of Nimrod Smith, Sr. and Lettice
Nicolls WYATT); both of families of Anderson County. South
Carolina.

However, and again at the design of its authors, COUSINS
FCUR will only address one line of SMITH as the benchmark for
this paper.

In brief, this SMITH line commences in the early English
Colonies by the immigration of one John SMITH, his wife,
Margaret, and their children, Abraham, Henry, Daniel, John Jr.,
and Joseph from Ireland to Chester County, Pennsylvania, and
later to Augusta and Rockingham Counties of the Virginia Colony.
The time frame being in the 173@'s. -

With the migration of Col. John Smith's son, Henry (our
Progenitor), and his wife, Amy, in 1765 to Mecklenburg County,

North Carolina, which later became York County, South Carolina,

5 {
our second generation of this FAMILY SMITH becomes firmly |
entrenched in the Southern States. o
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The opening up of Cherokee Lands in what is now Anderson
County, South Carolina, provides continued relocation of an
American Revolution War Veteran, son of Henry Smith and Amy, and
again our progenitor; Jonathan Smith. In the 1790's he, his
wife, Margaret Guyton, and children settled on the north side of
Town Creek, which is a few miles northeast of the current city of

fAnderson, S.C. next to our second SMITH LINE; the Nimrod Smith

(Sr.) and Lettice N. Wyatt line. Our third generation is
established.
~. B

" The subsequent marriage of (Capt.) Aaron Smith to Elizabedh
Smith and their final relocation to the 23 Mile Creek area near.
Pendleton, Anderson Co., S.C., in the early 180@'s provides the
reader with the stepping-off point for the later families of the
contributing authors of this paper and the Fourth Generation and
today's blood lines of the descendents of the brothers, Gideon
Wyatt Smith and Nimrod Tillman Smith.

Guy R. Smith, Jr.
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