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John Smith and his D,
family| settled on the
Middle River northwest

of Beverly Manor in
about 1738.

-
e
5
@
5
o





image8.jpeg
250,

o
|~ This is the northwest

7

boundary of Beverly
Manor. The Middle R
flows north from the
line which is off the
map. John could have
lived anywhere in
this area.
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Before 1738 the Smith's were living northwest of Beverly Manor
on the south fork of the north river of Shenandoah (Middle River).
See map on page 3.

JAMES RIVER COMMUNITIES IN BOTETOURT COUNTY, 1770-1783

I John Buchanan's
o Entries

&\
LN by 3 Resiche from Somuet Walker
i assignée op Molcolm Flart
it 1o Margaret Buckanan -
3100 Aeres to fndeerw Bopd,
1796

Chergy Trea a.«.mu«;
1745~ I14' 4/ f

Mount Joy and
Cherry Tree Bottom Estater
1742 - 1804

As the reader can see The Great Road on this map runs right
through Colonel Smith's place.
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Looney's Ferry is at the single arrow. John Smith's
land is at the double arrow.

Tohn Sms+in
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| 1 3 Fiatie
James River Bridge at Buchanan on right

above large hill. Two hills to left. John
Smith's land beyond the left hill.

Looney's Ferry\J
3 -

Mile

Photos shot from Mills Gap Overlook on the Blue Ridge
Parkway
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7\ Beginning in the late 1730's the Buchanan, Harvey, Looney, Mills,
Patton and Smith families lived in the vicinity of the present
town of Buchanan (founded in 1811). The Looney's operated a mill
and ferry crossing at the James which was on the early road from
southwestern Virginia to Philadelphia. The Harvey's operated an
iron works while James Patton was a land speculater and County
Lieutenant of Augusta County. He was killed by Indians 30 July

1755. His son-in-law was John Buchanan, a militia colonel who died
in 1769.

Fourteen miles north as the crow flies from John Smith's place
lived his youngest son James along Craig Creek and the James (see
map). About ten miles further up the James lived John and Lillie
Bowen, the parents of Rees who married Louisa, the only daughter
of John and Margaret Smith.

~

A good name is better than precicus ointment. Ecclesiates VII, 1
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John Smith prepared a will dated 7 May 1753 which has become
somewhat of a controversy. When I checked the will files at the
Augusta Court House in October 1996 it was not there. Subsequently
léarned Guy Smith had a certified copy of the will which appears
on the next page with a "translation" below.

I John Smith of Augusta County and Colony of Virginia

being very sick in body, but in perfect Senses, do make this

my last Will and Testament, first of all I leave to Margaret, my
well beloved wife, all my stock of Horses and Cattle, Household
Goods, and all my Movables Whatsoever. She shall also make choice

of any one tract of land that I have, which she is to hold during
her Life, and at her Death the sd. Land to fall to my daughter,
Louisa. I also Constitute and appoint Daniel Harrison, Silas Hart,
and my son Abraham Smith to be my Executors, and it is my will that
they Shall Sell all or so much of my land, excepting the above tracts,
as will pay all of my Debts and funeral charges; abd what Ever of my
Land Remains unsold to pay my debts,to be divided Equally between

my sons William, Joseph, David, Jonathan and James Jordan my
Executors to pay five Shillings Each to my Sons Abraham, Henry,
Daniel and John, & I do hereby Revoke, make null and void all

other wills made by me before this date, and hereby Pronouce

and Publicly Declare this to be my Last Will and Testament, in
Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this Seventh
Day of May, Onethousand Seven Hundred & Fifty Three.

In Presence of o
James Patton Ji
Robt Renick

Humphry Madison

Smith

In 1757 while Captain John was a captive in New France (Canada)
some legal documents were prepared to administer his estate.

A Melfage from the Council by Mr Walthoe.
Thata Memorial of John Smith, late a Captain of a Company of Rangers on the Fron-
From the Journals tiers of this Colony, addreffed to the Prefident, Council, and Houfe of Burgelfes, had
been read in Council, and was by them referred to the Confideration of this Houfe.
of the House of And the faid Memorial was read, fetting forth, That in June 1756 the faid Smitk,

Burgesses of then in Fort Vaufs, in Augufta, with a fmall Party, was attacked by the Enemy, which
Virginia. {after having defended it till he had but three Men left) he was at length obliged to
1758 furrender: That the Enemy then moft inhumanly murdered his eldeft Son before his

Face, and carried him Prifoner to the Shawnefe Towns and French Forts, and from thence
T to Quebec, where he was put on Board a Cartel Ship and carried to England. That from
Submi ti_"ed by the Obfervations he made, while a Prifoner, he is of Opinion that a fmall Party of Men
Guy Smith (about 800) might, if properly conducted, eafly deftroy thofe Indian Towns and peshaps
foee o the Fromct Forts——Thst winle B¢ #as @1 £agiand fe had the Honor to be
introduced to Mr Secretary Piff, to whom he communicated his Obfervations, who highly
spproved his Scheme, and recommended him to Lord Loudoun to encourage him and
promote fuch an Enterprize.——That he has loft three Sons and great Part of his Fortune
in the Service of his Country, and that being {till ready and zealous for his Majefty's
Service, and well acquainted with the Route neceffary to be taken to diftrefs the Enemy
in thofe Parts, he humbly offers himfelf to undertake fuch an Expedition if it fhould be

approvedof. .. | .
Ordered, That the faid Memorial do lie on the Table for the Perufal of the Members

of this Houfe,

/o
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To me the important thing concerning Captain John's will of

1753 is that he names all his children: Abraham, Henry, Daniel,

.John (Jr), William, Joseph, David, Jonathan, Louisa and James.
/—\The name “"Jordan" after James we read was Margaret's maiden name.
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The Indian Attack on Fort Vause, Virginia
25 June 1756

The location of Fort Vause was just west of the present town of
Shawsville in Montgomery County. After the Sandy Creek Expedition
the Virginia militia were spread very thin protecting the frontier
against Indian attacks. Major Lewis with Captain Overton's company
was sent to the Cherokee country to build a fort. Captain Dunlap
commanded Fort Dunlap at the mouth of Craig Creek, Captain William
Preston's company manned Fort William on Catawba Creek and Captain
John Smith's company was at Fort Vause on the Roanoke River. See
map.

The ordeal at Fort Vause began on the 16th when a party of
Shawnees appeared and due to a garrison of only four or five they
could not be challanged. Later the Indians captured a settler two
miles from the fort and held him for three days. During this time
he learned his captors were a reconnaissance force sent out to
determine the strength of the frontier forts. He also learned a
large war party of Shawnees under the command of a Frenchman,
Captain Babbee, were on their way to destroy the weakest fort.

The settler escaped and related this intelligence to Captai Pres-
ton.

Meanwhile Captain Smith arrived at Fort Vause with a dozen re-
reinforcements. Learning of hostile Indians approaching, Captain
Smith :sent an express to Captain Preston requesting help to defend
the fort against an attack by the war party. Preston's men were
scattered and by the time he had them ready to march to Fort Vause
it was too late.

At about 10 a.m. on the 25th a large number of Shawnees attacked
Fort Vause. During the fighting three of the defenders were killed
and three were wounded. The Indians set fire to the fort and later
the fire spread to the cabin where Captain Smith and the non- com-
batants were. With the fort ablaze and running low on gunpowder,
Captain Smith was forced to surrender. When the Indians entered
the fort, Lieutenant John Smith Jr, was shot and killed by one of
the Shawnees.

By the time Captain Preston's reinforcements were within three
miles of Fort Vause they learned the fort had been burned and the
survivors marched away into captivity. According to Captain William
Preston those killed, wounded or taken_prisoner were as follows:

Captain John Smith, prisoner John Ingles, killed

Lieutenant John Smith Jr, killed William Robinson, wounded

Sergeant Peter Looney, wounded & John Robinson, killed

prisoner. Thomas Robinson, wounded
Privates John Walker, prisoner

William Bratton, prisoner ____ Cole, prisoner

Joseph Smith, prisoner & died in Graham, prisoner
captivity.

William Pepper, prisoner Total militia defending the fort - 17.
James Bell, prisoner Killed 4, wounded 3. Assuming the
Christopher Hicks, prisoner wounded were taken captive, total
Benjamin Davis, prisoner captives would bhe eleven including
John Tracy, killed Joseph Smith who died.

120
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The following civilians were taken prisoner:

Mrs Vause and two daughters, a negro, two young Indians, a man
servent and Mary Ingles, wife of John Ingles who was killed.
Captain Preston did not mention Captain Ephraim Vause. He apparently
was away at the time of attack.

Besides burning the fort and all outhuildings, the Indians
confiscated the horses and beef herd and marched the prisoners to
the Shawnee towns in the Ohio Valley, then on to Detroit and Quebec
where Captain John was placed on a cartel ship and sent to England.
He returned home in 1758, having been gone two years. SGT Looney
escaped from Detroit in 1757 and made his way back to Virginia.
Mary Ingles returned from captivity (date unknown) and one of the
Vause daughters, Levice, in 1763. The fate of the rest of the
militiamen and civilans captured at Fort Vause is not known.

. Fort Vause was rebuilt by Captain Hogg's company and was
visited by Colonel George Washington on his inspection trip of
frontier forts in late 1756.

o’ /N
FORT VAUSE
THE FORT STOOD ON THIS HILL
IT WAS ATTACKED AND BUHIE‘
BY FRENCH AND INDIANS K
JUKE. 1756. IT WAS REBU
BY CAPTAIN PETER HOGG:
VISITEB BY GEORGE WASHIG)
IN_OCTOBER, 1756.
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FAMILY GROUP NO.

Husband’s Full Name

John Smith
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Augusta & Botetourt|sm 1701 England
County Courthouse Chrad
records. Mare. 1719 Ulster, Northern lreland
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Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Deatn 17823 Eqyp¥ RocKing harm VA
Sarah Caldwell — 777 ] 7
M 12Henry Birth ca 1723 Ulster
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Deain ca 1792 | Smith's Ford York So Carolina
Amy Burial
M| 3 Dpaniel Bith ca 1/25 Ulster
Marr, 1751 Augusta Virginia
Full Name of Spouse s Deatn 10 17871 Rockingham Virginia
Jane Harrison Boriai
4 Birtn ca 1728 Ulster
M John Jr e
Full Name of Spouse vean | 28 6 1756 | Fort Vause Virginia
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M| 5 Joseph Binn ca 1730 Ulster
Marr,
Full Name of Spouse Death 1756 | Died while a captive
Burial
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Burial
Zz
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* For additional children use Everton Publishers’ Children Continuation Sheet, Form A11
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The Children of Colonal John Smith

Abraham was born in Ulster, Northern Ireland in 1721. He married
Sarah Caldwell and they had two sons, John, b 16 December 1755 and
Henry. Abraham was a captain of Augusta militia in 1756 and served
in the French and Indian War from 11 September 1756 until 19 April
1760. His home was on an estate named Egypt near Narrow Back Mountain
and the North River. Abraham was the first County Lieutenant of Rock-
ingham County. In 1778 he was appointed a Justice of the Rockingham
Court. He was an Elder in the Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church. He
died before 27 November 1783 when his will was submitted for probate.

Henry was born in 1723 and married Amy ca 1747. They had 11
children. In 1765 they relocated from Augusta County, Virginia to
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, later becoming Smith Ford on
the Broad River near Hickory Grove, York County, South Carolina.
During the Revolutionary War their home was a safe haven for
patriots. After the Battle of Blackstocks, General Sumter recover-
ed from his wounds there. Henry died in 1792.

Daniel married Jane Harrison and they had twelve children. He
was one of the wealthiest men in Rockingham County. He and his
family lived at Smithland which was a few miles north of Harrison-
burg. He was appointed a Justice of Rockingham Court in 1778 and
when his brother, Abraham, resigned as County Lieutenant, he being
a Colonel of militia, was appointed County Lieutenant 26 March 1781.
He was at Yorktown and during a victory celebration in November

1781, his horse bolted and he was killed. His wife outlived. him
by fifteen years.

John Jr was a Lieutenant in his father's militia company at Fort
Vause. After the garrison surrendered John Jr was shot and killed
in cold blood by a Shawnee. John never married.

Joseph vas a member of his father's militia company at Fort Vause
and died in captivity on the way to Canada. He also never married.

Patrick, according to Gordon Aronhime, was born before 1741 and
was killed by Indians along the New River in 1756. 1/

pavid and Jonathan lived in Augusta and Botetourt counties in
Virginia and relocated to the west after the Revolutionary War.'

Louisa was born 6 ‘October 1745 and -married Rees Bowen in i762.
Their children were John, Rees II, Nancy, Margaret, Rebessa, Lilly,
Louisa and Henry. In 1769 they resided on the Clinch River in
Tazewell County. In 1772 he built a blockhouse on his place, "Maiden
Spring." He was at the Battle of Point Pleasant 10 October 1774 in
Captain James Ward's Company. He was killed 7 October 1780 at the
Battle of King's Mountain, South Carolina while leading his company.
He advanced in the open while his men advanced from tree to tree.
After being warned to seek cover he was shot in the chest and died
immediately. Louisa died in 1834.

1/ He is not listed in John's will of 7 May 1753 but a son named
William who is not listed in the Family Group is.

17
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Preface

My father believed his ancestor was an Irish orphan named James
Smith who sailed to the colonies from Cork, Ireland, settled in
Bedford County, Virginia, married Sarah Johnson, also an orphan
and later moved to Laurens County, South Carolina.

Because of this misinformation I spent countless hours over the
years looking for the Smiths in all the wrong places. Finally we
got a clue to James Smith in the Roanoke Library while doing re-
search on a different subject. He was from Botetourt County, Vir-
ginia and was the youngest son of an Englishman, John Smith, who
came to Philidelphia from Ulster, Northern Ireland in 1730 and
ca-1738 settled in Augusta County, Virginia which became Botetourt
in 1770. After the Revolutionary War James and his family moved to
Newberry County, South Carolina. From there his children scattered
to Alabama, Mississippi and GTT (Gone to Texas).

We found information about the Smith/Smyth family in the DAR Li-
brary, Virginia State Archives, Virginia Historical Society, South
Carolina State Archives and the public libraries at Roano%e, Vir-
ginia and Laurens, South Carolina. We also searched courthouse re-
cords in Botetourt, Montgomery, Augusta and Rockingham counties,
Virginia and Laurens and Newberry counties, South Carolina. Our
thanks to the many people that helped us in our search of our an-
cestors.

Several chroniclers of Virginia history wrote at some length of
the Smiths: Kegley's Virginia Frontier, F B Kegley, 1938; Settlers
By the Long Grey Trail, J Houston Harrison, 1935; A Seed-Bed of the
Republic, Robert Douthat Stoner, 1962; Augusta Parish Virginia,
1738-1780, Beverly Ruffin, 1970 and Annals of Southwest Virginia,
Lewis Preston Summers, 1929. Gordon Aronhime's article, Colonel
John Smith, Unsung Hero of Virginia Frontier, appeared in the
Spring 1978 Augusta Historical Bulletin. Guy Smith from Brighton.,
Michigan and Rachael Smith Sykes from Huntsville, Alabama, both
descendants of Henry Smith, the brother of my James, provided
some invaluable information and assistance.

Annals of Newberry, John O'Neall, mentions the Smiths lived in
the Baptist settlement of Newberry County, South Carolina. South
Carolina Baptists by Leah Townsend contains membership rolls of
the Turkey Creek Church in which James and Sarah were charter mem-
bers and the Bush Creek Church in which their inlaws, the Pitts
and Teagues were members.

Alabama Records: Benton County, Volume 156, compiled by Kathleen
Paul Jones and Pauline Jones Gandrad, 1955, lists Sarah and John
Smyth and their eleven children.

While we have not found the answers to all the questions we have
about our Smith/Smyth ancestors, we believe we have compiled a
reasonably complete and accurate account of our family. Should you
have any comments or additional information please contact me at
P.0. Box 1774, Midlothian, VA 23113.

The book is $19.00 plus $3.00 shipping.

Cecil B Smyth Jr
Brandermill,

Chesterfield County, Virginia
20 December 1996
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The Smith/Smyth Family in America
Cecil B SMYTH Jr

John Smith was born in England in 1701 and later resettled with
his parents to Ulster, Northern Ireland. He married Margaret
in 1719 and they arrived in the colonies at Philadelphia between
1730 and 1732 with five sons, Abraham, Henry, Daniel, John and
Joseph. Before 1738 John and his family were living in what is to-
day Augusta County, Virginia on the Middle River northwest of the
Beverly Manor Patent. See map. Another son, Patrick or William,
was born before 1741. While living on the Middle River three more
children were born, David, Jonathan and Louisa, who were baptized
at the Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church. The youngest, James,
who 1s my ancestor, was born after the Smiths moved to Botetourt
County

In 1742 John was a militia captain and commanded Militia Company
#1. He was an agent for the James River and Roanoke land grant of
100,000 acres and because of this moved to the James River area in
about 1749 and resided near the present town of Buchanan for the
rest of his 1ife. He acquired several tracts of land along the
James and elsewhere, including 400 acres in what is now downtown
Roanoke. He was of the Anglican (Episcopal) faith and was a vestry-
man from 1747 to 1756 and from 1758 to 1769.

In 1756 Captain John participated in the Sandy Creek Expedition
against the Shawnees led by Major Andrew Lewis. The campaign was a
complete failure due to rough terrain, deep rivers and a shortage
of food. Most of the men deserted but the officers stuck it out.

In June he commanded the small garrison at Fort Vause which was
attacked by the Shawnees and he was forced to surrender. See
separate account of the Indian attack on Fort Vause, following the
biographical sketch of Colonel John Smith. 1756 was a bad year for
the Smith family. Captain John and his son Joseph were captured at
Fort Vause, Joseph died in captivity. John Jr was shot and killed
in cold blood by a Shawnee after the fort's surrender and another
son, Patrick, was killed by Indians near the New River. After two
years in captivity, John returned home.

On 17 November 1758 he was appointed a Colonel of the Botetourt
County militia. In 1760, however, he returned to the regulars as a
Major and commanded the garrison at Fort Frederick at Dunkard's
Bottom on the New River. This was during the Cherokee War which
was concluded 19 November 1760.

On 16 December 1773 Colonel John was granted a land warrant of
3000 acres for his militia service by the Royal Governor of the
Colony of Virginia, Lord Dunmore. John assigned 1000 acres to George
Skillern on 15 March 1774 and on 9 August assigned 1000 acres to his
son James. According to the Order Book on 5 November 1776 Colonel
John was recommended to be County Lieutenant of Botetourt County.
The recommendation was approved 1 April 1777. At this time John was
76 years old. He served until 1 August 1782 at which time his good
friend and Executor of his estate, George Skillern, was appointed
County Lieutenant. Colonel John died before 13 March 1783 when his
will wvas presented for probate.
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My cousin Guy Smith sent me this drawing of Colonel John Smith's
blazon with these comments:

When I was in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1993 I had a local heraldic
artist make a seal design as would be done in 1700's by a Scots-
man for our Colonel John. This is what a heroldic artist of the

time would have depicted the blazon as appears on Colonel John's
Augusta County will of 1753.








