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Cecil Britton Smyth

After his father's death, my father assumed the financial
responsibility for his mother and sister. He was discharged from
the Texas National Guard and did not go on active duty as his
orders were recinded. As a boy he had worked on his father's
ranch and other relatives' farms but never cared for farming or
livestock production. He graduated from Central High School in
1915. He had been trained as a land appraiser by his father so he
attended a local business college for a year or so and went to
work for Texas Securities. After his father passed away, Cecil B.
was the Inspector for Texas Securities.

Now here is a close but no cigar story. My grandmother sold
the Scurry County property in 1919. Back in those days the seller
did not retain a portion of the mineral rights as was the custom
later. My father was astounded in 1946 when he learned that oil
was discovered on the property.

Cecil B and Aline, my mother and father, or should I have
written father and mother, were married 22 January 1927. I was
born Thanksgiving Day, 28 November 1929. A month before, the stock
market crash triggered the great depression which greatly altered
our lives. My dad lost his job in 1930 and for over 10 years he
had no steady work. He tried operating grocery stores in several
locations but none were a success. We lost our home at 3637 Lips-
comb Street and for a while lived at my grandmother's house. We
also lived in several rental houses as close to one of my dad's
grocery stores as possible. Finally in 1940 a huge bomber plant
was built in Tarrant County. Here my father found a permanent job.
He worked there until 1964 when he retired at the age of 65.
Meanwhile in 1942, my mother was able to sell a 50 acre tract of
land which she had inherited from her father's estate in 1928.
She bought a large two story brick house, 927 8th Ave, where we
lived for several years. During the fifties the area went commer-
cial and while I was in the Army they sold the house to an adver-
tising firm for a handsome profit. They invested the proceeds in
a nice ranch style house in a Fort Worth suberb. They lived there
until 1976 when due to poor health they went to a nursing home.
My mother died in 1978 and my father in 1980.

Surviving the depression was a feat in its self and it took
a lot out of my parents. My parents, especially my mother, were very
religious. She was a member of Central Methodist Church while my
father attended College Avenue Baptist Church. After his mother
died in 1951 he joined Central Methodist. He and my mother made
many friends. Their favorite passtimes, as I remember, were playing
cards and dominoes. They also liked to get together at local
cafeterias for a meal and conversation. So after all the traumatic
experiences of the '30's, their later years were very happy ones
until poor health forced them to spend their last days in a
senior citizens' home.
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FAMILY GROUP NO.

Husband’s Full Namé cecil Britton Smyth '

This information Obtained From:

s Day Month Year City. Town or Place County or Province. etc. State or Country | Add_ info. on =

s | 9 Oct 1897 Tarrant Texas
Chr'nd

var. | 22 Jan 27 | Fort wWorth Texas
oean | 21 Oct 80 | Fort Worth Texas

Burial Mt OIlivet Cem, Ft Worth

Places of Residncs  FOr't Worth, Texas

occupation LaNd APPraisesicn atiaion Bap & Meth witayree T€X N.G.

Grnar wve

No (@ aic

visfaher Britton Calhoun Smytdners maiden nameSarah BlanchZ Stoval

Wife’s Full Maiden Name Aline Dobkins

i Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, elc State or Counlry Add Info on /o
st | 9 Dec 1894 Tarrant Texas
Chrind
veath | 9 Nov 78 Fort Worth
Buria) Mt Olivet
Compiter Places of Residence
Address Occupation Church Affiliation M€ LI Military Rec.
City, State Siai roperare et T sadh s
Date Her Father WI_CalloWay DODKIINS Mothers Maiden Name JOSEpNine RoODerts
Sex | LI el o seins et Day Month Year | Cily. Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country | Add. into on Cn.
T, Ea e e e st | 28-Nov 29| Ft Worth Tarrant Texas
M Cecil ‘B Smyth Jr [, T29 Jun 79 Uruena Venezuela
Full Name of Spouse Death - o
Gabriela Velasguez [, o - 5 s
2 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
3 Birth
Marr.
Fuli Name of Spouse Death
Burial
4 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Bunal
5 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
6 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
7 Birth
Marr.
Fuit Name of Spouse Death
Burial
8 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
9 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
10 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Buriat

* For additionat chitdren use Everton Publishers’ Children Continuation Sheet, Form A11
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Cecil Britton Smyth Jr

The compiler of the Smith/Smyth Family in America was born 28
November 1929 (Thanksgiving) in Fort Worth, Texas, the only
child of Cecil and Aline Dobkins Smyth. He graduated from Texas
A&M in 1952 and was commissioned a 2d Lieutenant of Infantry. He
is a veteran of the Korean and Vietnam wars.and served in eigh-
teen countries with the Department of State. Retired as a USAR
Lieutenant Colonel and a Foreign Service Officer in 1980.

On 29 June 1979 married Gabriela Velasquez in Uruena, Venezuela.
She is from Cali, Colombia and we have two children, Linda Lee,
born 27 March 1980 and Cecil III (Britt), born 11 March 1982. We
live in the Brandermill community of Chesterfield County, VA. My
hobbies are camping, hiking, genealogy and American military
history.

Since retirement I have written the following books:

Insignia of Special Forces in Southeast Asia

Insignia of the Republic of Vietnam's Armed Forces

Insignia of the Khmer Republic and the Royal Kingdom of Laos

Dunmore's War-1774

The Post World War II History of the 82d Airborne Division

The Dobkins Family in America-1730-1978

Am presently working on a book, Winning the 01d Northwest
Territory, which covers the 40 year struggle by state militia and
regular forces against the Indians and British which resulted in

five states, Ohio, Indiana,:Illinhois, Michigan and Wisconsin,
becoming a part of the United States.
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smn | 28 Nov 29 |[Fort Worth,Tarrant, Texas
Chr'nd
mar_| 29 Jun 79 |[Uruena, Venezuela
Death
Burial

D)
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vg icer, State Dept, o . .
ggé—. 1980. Wife’s Full Maiden Name Gabriela Velasquez
22 52 wies Day Month Year | City, Town or Place  County or Province, eic  Slate of Country |  Add. info. on «
fail | 12 Jan 51 Valle Colombia
j ;i 5 Chrnd
YL Deatn
dhi B
j!‘i'i Compiler Places of Residence
FH %:, Address Occupation churen atiiiaien Catholic Military Rec.
B Gy Siae T
Date Her Father LULS GONzaga VelasguessmMacen ameMatilda Agudelo
Sex | St e 7 b s ] Day Month Year | City, Town or Place __ County of Province, etc. State or Country | Add. info. on Cr
T . r san - 2/ Mar- B80! Arlington Virginia
F| Linda Lee Smyth - 5 B
Full Name of Spouse Death 55 e :
S Burial # ] ) ) ’
M| 2 cBs 1IT sn | 11 Mar 82| Virginia Beach Virginia
Marr.
Full Namae of Spouse Daath
Bural
3 Birth
) arr
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
4 Birth e
Marr, b
Full Name of Spouse Death e
Bunial
5 Birth
Marr.
Fuit Name of Spouse Death o e e ]
Burial P [N —
G Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
7 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Bunal
8 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Bunal
9 Birth,
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
~ Sural
10 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
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Appendix A

Information about descendents of Colonel John Smith who do not
appear in the text.

Abraham Smith (1721-1783), Oldest son of Colonel John. Married
Sarah Caldwell. Two sons:
John b 16 December 1755 m Mary Jane Hart.
Henry b 1758 m Margatiet Cravens 2 April 17 . Three sons, Benjamin,
William and Abraham.

Gravestones at Smith's Egypt Cemetery, located on State 727, about
a mile north of the Augusta County line.

Son Abraham b 8 January 1781
d 23 February 1852
m Juliet Ann b 1800
d 6 October 1820
Son Joseph b 1817
d 18 June 1854

Local folklore relates that an owner of Egypt, back in the 1880's,
piled up most of the gravestones so he would have more room to plant
his field. This irreverent. act would cause the Smiths to come back
and haunt the farmer. Whether or not the Smith gho ever appeared
is not known but we have lost a source for the birth and death dates
of Abraham and his family.

The remains of Smith's Egypt Cemetery.
Narrow Back Mountain is in the background.
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Egypt comprised about 20,000 acres.
It was located along the North River
to Narrow Back Mountain with the
north boundary being in the viceinity
‘of Briery Branch Creek. The residence
was probably between State 727 and
* the North River. The Egypt Cemetery,
or what is left of it, is on the west
side of State 727, about one and one
. half miles north of the Augusta
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’—\ Daniel Smith (1725-1781), 3d son of John. Married Jane Harrison
(1735-1796), daughter of Daniel and Margaret Harrison. Daniel and
Jane had twelve children. They were married in about 1751.
John b 30 November 1752, m 1776 Margaret Davis.
Daniel b 25 June 1754.
Joseph b 9February 1756.
Robert b 28 November 1757
Margaret b 27 October 1759
Benjamin b 25 May 1761, 4 18 August 1812, m Elizabeth Cravens.
Ann b 6 September 1763.
Jane b 19 July 1765, m Smith Lofland.
Sarah b 13 October 1767.
Abraham b 23 July 1770.
William b 20 August 1775, m Dinah McDonough, d 6 October 1806.
James b 6 March 1779, m 1804 Rebecca Emmett, d 1827.

In 1764 Daniel built one of the earlist brick residences in the
Valley and named it Smithland. The house stood southwest of the
present Smithland which is along Highway 11 just north of Harrison-
burg and was torn down about 1895, -

John, Daniel, Joseph and Robert, along with their father Daniel,
who was the County Lieutenant for Rockingham, were at the seige of
Yorktown. After they returned home there was a victory celebration.
During a runnung salute Colonel Daniel's horse bolted and he was

killed.

™
Henry, John's second son and his descendents, have been covered ex-
}:_ens_i_veg_ by_GuX_Szﬂth_,_11___407__C_lcgr_l_iwr_1_DLi:/e,_Br_i‘c_1ht_:fnE 4}311&
Children of James Smith Jr, the son of James, John's youngest son.
Elijah, b 6 December 1807, m Francis Pitts 23 July 1829, d 12 Aug 1875.

Sarah

John, b 16 Mar 1810, m Sallie Stephens 3 December _ , d __
Joshua, b 23 Jul 1812, m Jase Beeker 11 Sep 1832, d 5 Jul 1880.
Thomas, b 6 Feb 1815, m Hester Clayton 12 Mar 1840, d Feb 1875.
Isaac S, b 24 Aug 1817, m Sallie Pitts 14 Oct 1841, d 3 Jul 1898.
Hannah, b 5 Sep 1822, m John Ward 4 Jan 1844, d 27 Feb 1893.
Elizabeth, b 3 Jan 1825, m Mose Newman Jan 1844, d __
Sarah, b 14 Aug 1827, m J.M.C. Tucker 18 Jan 1850, d 21 Mar 1888.
Berry Adams, b 13 Jan 1830, m Sarah Stephens 24 Jan 1842, d 1 Mar 1906.
Mary R, b ____, m Samuel Potter 4 Jan 1848, 4 ____ .

~ James (Jim Buff), b 4 Jun 1832, m Mary Stephens Feb 1853, Captain of

& Co, 2d Miss Cav, CSA. Killed near Jonesboro, Georgia, July 1864.

Source: Nita Smith, Colleye Station, Texas
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Appendix B - Official Records of John Smith and James Smith

Deed Records - Augusta and Botetourt Counties ‘

SMITH, CAPT. JOHN (d.1783) (Margaret) 1782 tax on 185 acres
A DBY~142 11-28-1751,195,Craigs Ck. from James Patton
A DB5-393 S$-17-1753,213, " from James Patton
A DB5-100 8-16-1756,400,"Big Lick"Goose(Tinker)Ck.fron new grant ‘
A DB8-220 9-26-1?59,100,James Re from Benjamin Davis' Atty.

A DB8-238 11-21-1759,400,"Big Lick"(1756 grant)to Malcolm Campbell

A DB12-392 10-15-1765,195+213,Craigs Ck. to William & Thos. Crow
(The next two items are from Chalkley's Records of Augusta
County, Virginia, Vol.2, page 128.)
7-10-1766,400,mouth Purgatory Ck.(date of entry)

1770,400, " " {0 Margaret Buchanan
B DB1-190 9-24-1770, 100 James R.(Davis land)to James Smith
B DB1.282 8-14~1771,400,"Big Lick" to Archibald Campbell
(This was to correct former deed)
B DB6=399 4-10-1781,185,Craigs Ck. from new grant
B WBA-180  5-8-1783,185, " E to son, James Smith

Order Book, Augusta County. Preston papers.

1742 Captain John Smith commanded County #1.

Order Book, Fincastle County

Warrants to Officers and Soldiers from the Earl of Dunmore

p.2, John Smith, 2000 acres 16 December 1773. Assigned 1000 acres
to George Skillern 15 March 1774 and 1000 acres to son James
Smith 9 August 1774.

Order Book, Botetourt County

5 November 1776-John Smith recommended Lieutenant. - of the
County (he qualified 1 April 1777).

Revolutionary War of Botetourt County- August 1782 - George
Skillern appointed County Lieutenant.

15 February 1775. Colonel John Smith exempted from paying levies
for the future.

13 March 1783. Last will and testament of Colonel John Snith,
deceased, was presented in court and proved by

the oath of Georye Hutcheson, one of the witnesses.

8 May 1783. Last will aund testament of Colonel John Smith further
proved by oath of William Watson.
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wf \ At a court held for Rotetourt County the 9th day of March, 1780.

John Smith, he?r at law of Joseph Smith, and proved to this
;ourt that the said Joseph Smith -served in his Company of Rangers
in the years 1755 & 1756 as a soldier, but he was taken prisoner

and died the twenty fourth of June, 1756, which is ordered to be
. 1
certified according to 1l3v.

At a court held for Botetourt County the 13th of April 1760.

Peter Looney, heir at lawv of Peter Looney, decd, proved
to the gourt that the said Peter Looney, decd, serveé in
Capt Smith's Company of Rangers last war oa the frontiers
of this Colony as a Sergeant till he vas taken prisoner by
the Incdians in the year 1756, and that he &id not raturn
from them for near tvo years, and that he never proved such

service nor obtained any land for the szme, vhich is ord.
to ke certfd.

Early Settlers of Botetourt County by Charles T Burton

’~\ Smith, Captain John (d 1783) (Margaret) 1782 tax on 185 acres.
County of
Record Bk Volumn Page Date Acres Location
Augusta DB4- 142 11-28-1751 195 Craig Creek fr James
" DB5- 393 5-17-1753 213 " ® Patton
" DB5- 100 8-16-1756 400 Tinker Creek fr new
4 DB8- 238 11-21-17589 400 Sold to Malcolm grant.
Baldwin
" DB8- 220 9-26-1759 100 James River fr Ben Davis
" DB12- 392 10-15-1765 195+213 Sold land pur fr Patton.
Botetourt DB1- 190 9-24-1770 100 To James Smithl/
" DB6- 399 4-10-1781 185 Craig Creek fr new grant.

1/ John purchased the property 23 September 1770 and deeded it to
his youngest son James the following day. Could this have been
a birthday present to James on his 21st birthday? Court records
indicate James was born before 14 November 1749 when he was se-
lected for jury duty for the first time. & man had to be twenty-
one to serve on a jury.
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Courthouse records of Botetourt County revealed the following:

On 23 September 1770 James Smith received 100 acres from his

father John Smith. It was located on the south side of the James
River. 1/

On 5 July 1774 James Smith rece1ved 75 acres from a new grant
on the James River at a dam. 2/

On 8 March 1783 James Smith received 188 acres along Craig
Creek from his father John Smith. This was in the will of John
and James is the only child mentioned. John's wife, not named,
received the home and all the personal property. 3/ The 188 acres
are listed under James Smith in the 1773 Tithables.

On 9 September 1793 James Smith and wife Sarah sold 8%
acres to Daniel Sipe.

1/ Granted to Benjamin Davis 1 August 1745. Sold to Colonel John
Smith 23 September 1770

2/ On 9 September 1793 James Smith and wife Sarah sold the land to
Daniel Sipe.

3/ In John's will he also bequethed his Officer's Warrant for 1000
acres which was in the hands of Colonel Preston. George Skillern

was the Executor of John's will. He had become County Lieutenant

1 August 1782 when John Smith resigned.

Captain James Smith is listed in the 32d District militia in
1782.

The first Botetourt records are in 1770. No record of the marriage
of James and Sarah. No birth or death records either as the clerk
said they were not required by the State until 1813.

SMITH, JAMES (Sarah) 1782 tax on 289 acres
B DB1-190 9~24-1770,100,(2ater 116)James R. from John Smith
B DBY~538  7-5-1774, ?5,James R.,at the dam from new grant
B WBA-180  3-8-1783,188,Cratgs Ck. from father,John Smith
B DB4-538  9-9-1793, ?75,James R.,at dam to Daniel Sipe
B DBy-~-540  9-9-1793, 98, " to Daniel Sipe
B DB4-543  9-9-1793,116, " " to Daniel sipe
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Notes on James Smith from Botetourt County which appear in Annals
~ of Southwest Virginia, 1769-1800 by Lewis Preston Summers.

14 November 1770 Rees Bowen & James Smith on jury.

10 April 1771 James Smith on jury

12 November 1771 James Smith grand jury

9 December 1772 James Smith appointed constable on James River.
10 February 1773 James Smith on jury.

13 March 1783 James Smith to mark out a wagon road.

14 November 1783 James Smith on jury duty.

11 January 1785 Samuel Watson bound to James Smith until he is 21
years old.

The white above 16 and under 21 which appears on James Smith's
1787 personal property list wust Thave been Samuel Watson.

13 February 1787 Samuel McClure appointed Captain, succeeding James

Smith.
4] : 5 ; ; 33
11 August 1789 James Smith fined for not attending to serve
on jury duty.
This was because he had moved to South Carolina
but still owned property in Botetourt County.
Botetourt County Personal Property Tax 1787 - List B. Compiled 8
May 1787.
Smith A2 3 4 5
John 1/ self 0 4 2 8 23
James self 1 2/1 5 8 15 stud horse value 0.18.0
1=Whites above 16 and under 21
2=Blacks above 16
3=Blacks under 16
4=Horses, mares, colts & mules
5=Cattle
1/ This is Dani2l's. son who was déeded the property of John-Jr.

2/ Samuel Watson
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Virginia Colonial Militia, 1651-1776

William Armstrong Crozier

Augusta County Militia in 1742, !

Cormpany No. 1.

Jas Armstrong
Roh, Patterson
John Pattison
Jas. Craford
Jas. Lesley

i, Cot Will Anderson, Ensign ‘
Capt Dan Danniston, Serj.
Taeut

. Hog<head Jrhe Trimble

Gabhl. Pickins \

n Hogsheal Jas Trimlle Rob. Leeper
UH sheat Kab. Moffet Sam. Moore
Jas Wright John Miller |
John Anderson Jas. Miller :
Rob. King Patr. Quine
Rl Poayge Mat. Armstrong

John Ramsey

Dan. Danniston

Sam. Northward

Rob. Renick

John Archer . .. =

\Will Barkins '
Felix Kanady
‘Thos. Gordon
And. Mitchel

Jas. Robertson

Virginia's Colonial Soldiers

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck

AT A COURT MARTIAL HELD 15 JAN. 1744/S. The following were present: Col.
James Patten, Col. John Lewis, Maj. John Pickens, and Captains John
Brown, Benjamin Allen, William Linvel, Danlel Harison, Daniel McAnair,
John Kear, John Dobine, John Smith, Samuel Gay, Peter Shoul, John
Willson, Robert Scot, and William Smith. Thomas Lewis was clerk.

AT A COURT MARTIAL HELD 11 SEPT. 1745. The following were present: Col.
James Patton, Col. John Lewis, Col. John Buchanan, Capts. of Horse: John
Brown, Daniel Harrison, Robert Breckinridge, Daniel Mchnair, George
Anderson, John Kerr, William Ewane,. and John Dobin; and Capts. of Foot:
John smith, John Christian, Peter Shoul, John Willson, Joseph Cullon,
James Campble, Robert Scot, William Smith, William Thompson, and William
Jamison.

AT A COURT MARTIAL HELD 3 SEPT. 1746. The following were present: Col.
James Patton, Col. John Buchanan, Capts. John Smith, Peter Shoul, William
Finley, Daniel McNair, George Anderson, Robert Scott, Joseph Culton,

Willlam Smith, Richard Wood, William Thompson, Benjamin Borden, William
Jemison, and clétk Thomas Lawis.

AT A COURT MARTIAL HELD 2 SEPT. 1747. The following were present: Col.
James Patton, John Lewis, John Buchanan, John Pickens, George Anderson.
paniel MchAner, John Keer, John Dobin, John Smith, John Willson, Joseph
Culton, Benjamin Borden, Daniel Harison, Alexander Thompson, William
Finley, and clerk Thomas Lewis.
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Both captains John Dobin and John Smith who attended Augusta
County court martials are my ancestors. Onehundredeighty years
later, 22 January 1927, their sixth generation grandchildren,
Aline Dobkins and Cecil Britton Smyth, were joined in holy
matrimony in Fort Worth, Texas

Colonel John Smith's youngest son James served in the Botetourt
County Militia as a captain from 1778 through 1783. His service i&
notedin Virginia Militia in the Revolutionarv War R.T, MocAllig-
ter, as follows.

Botetourt County

1778 Captain James Smith. Commanding a company of Botetourt
militia.

1779 Captain James Smith's company served against the Indians
in Southwestern Virginia.

1781 Captain James Smith's Company at the Seige of Yorktown.

Order Book- Botetourt County. In 1782 Captaih James Smith had
32 men in his company of the 32d District.

Regarding Captain James Smith's militia service du;ing the
Revolutionary War see the affidavit of Henry Cartmll%

Section No. 102

CARTMILL, HENRY.—Botetourt, Sept. 7, 1832, Born in
Chester County, Pa., 1754, Removed to Augusta, 1761, Feb. 26,
1779, commissioned ensign in Botetourt. Upon a requisition for
troops to o against the Indians in the southwest of Virginia, he
marched under_Capt, James Smith to Nolachucky river, being joined
on the way by Capt. mmat's Company from Roanoke. At
Nolachucky about 400 men were found under command of Col.
Witliam Campbell. By a council of war it was determined not to
pursue any farther.  Returned after an absence of over three months,
the distance to the Nolachucky being about 330 miles. Commissioned
licutenant April 14, 1781, Called into service and was at Yorktown
during the whole siege, being under the command of Capt. James
Smith.  After the surrender he guarded prisoners for some distance
bevand Williamsburg, when there being more force than was thought
necessary e was permitted to return home. At the report that
Donallv's Fort in Greenbrier was attacked, he went as ensign under
Capt. Hugh Logan to the relief of the settlers, but they were met
by Capt. Hall, who told them the Indians had retired. At another
time he ranged the mountains between Fincastle and Sweet Springs
in ~earch of Indians.  Himself and many others assembled at the fead
mines in Wythe to meet Col. Fergerson who was said to be advanc-
ing from the Carolinas with a large force of tories. After going
as far as Stone House in Botetourt, they were stopped by Col, Skill-
ein, commanding the Botetourt militia, until more men could be
collected. News reaching them that the tories were dispersed, they
returned home,
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Augusta Parish Virgina,

Verona,

Appendix C.

Col. James Patton, an able and domineering man, was designated the
“nabob” of the county by Joseph Waddell.?®

He located at “Spring Hill”, an estate of 1398 acres in the southern
part of Beverley Manor, for which he later obtained legal title from Wil-
liam Beverley for the nominal sum of five shillings.”” Patton, probably
more than any other man, influenced the course of events in Augusta
County. He was also influential beyond its borders, standing well with
William Beverley and other leaders of the Colony in Williamsburg. A
strong Presbyterian, he was one of the founders of Tinkling Spring Meet-
ing House, not always on the best of terms with John Lewis, another
strong member of that church, nor with the Rev. John Craig, their pastor.
Patton was a first justice of the peace, the first sheriff of the county and a
member of the first Vestry of Augusta Parish. He was a man of educa-
tion and social rank to the extent that such existed in the pioneer settle-
ment. His wife thought it did.?®

Three Smiths served on the Colonial Vestry. Col. John Smith, elected
to the Vestry in 1758, was an Englishman and “an ardent” Church of
England member. He was prominent in both the upper and the lower

section of Augusta County.® Daniel Smith, a son of the Colonel’s, was
chosen vestryman in 1771. John Smith, Jr., was killed in 1756 in defending
Fort Vause (Shawsville).* His will, recorded in court on June 17, 1759,
shows by internal evidence that he was the son of Col. John Smith.
In the Vestry Book of the Parish under date November 23, 1756, it was
recorded that “Major”™ John Smith, one of the original twelve vestrymen,
deceased. had been replaced by John Mathews, Jr.

A check on all the John Smiths listed in Chalkley, vols. I-11I, account
for no other by that name in Augusta Parish, with the exception of Col.
John Smith, who would have been cligible for election to the Vestry. One
John Smith was a horse thief, another got into trouble for helping a
prisoner to escape jail. The obvious conclusion is that John Smith, vestry-
man, deceased in 1736, was the John Smith killed by the Indians in 1756,
and therefore the son of Col. John Smith and brother of Daniel Smith.

Waddell, 80.
27. Augusta County Court Records, Deed Book, No. 2,

23, February 21,

28. Waddell, 57.

29. Stoner, 315-16.

30. Waddell, 151, 136, quoting from “The Preston Register”, Wisconsin His-
torical Society, Madison, Wisconsin.

31. Augusta County Court Records, Order Book, V, 371, June 17, 1757; Will
ook, No. 2, p. 155.

3

1738-1780 by Beverly Ruffin, McClure Press,
Virginia, 1970 has the following.
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Presbyterian Majority Challenged

Of the twelve vestrymen elected in 1746, John Madison and John
Smith are known to be Anglicans. Circumstantial evidence indicates that
John Mathews and John Archer also were Anglicans. Granted this, only
four out of twelve vestrymen elected for Augusta Parish in 1746 were
adherents of the Church they were to gavern.

The majority were Scotch-Irish Presbyterians — men who had proved
their qualities of leadership in their own churches and in public affairs.
However, as a qualification as vestrymen, they not only had to take the
oath of allegiance required of all public officials, swearing allegiance to
the Hanovarian king, abjuring the Pope and certain Roman Catholic doc-
trines, but in addition they had to take an oath “to be conformable to the
doctrine and discipline of the Church of England.”® This they did, and
thus qualified as vestrymen. The curious anomaly then existed of a Pres-
byterian vestry in charge of an Anglican parish. As John Lewis Petyon
expresses it, the Augusta Parish vestrymen were “Politically Episcopalians
and doctrinally Presbyterian.”®* He adds that “a liberal feeling prevailed
for many years after the introduction of the Church of England

32. Hening, VII, 132.
33. Peyton, 97.

Vestrymen, 1746-1780: A Summary

All told the minutes of the Vestry record a total of forty-nine vestry-
men for the Colonial Period.** Of this number, twenty-six served at one
time or another as churchwardens. The rank and file of the original twelve
remained unbroken for nine years after their election in 1746. As related
above, James Patton, the first to go, was killed by the Indians in 1755 at
Draper's Meadow. John Smith suffered the same fate in 1756 at Fort
Vause, and that year John Mathews, Sr., died. John Madison and
Thomas Gordon resigned in 1758, no cause stated in either case. Gordon
had moved from Beverley Manor to present-day Rockingham, a fact which
may have influenced his decision to resign.

Robert Alexander, the school teacher, because of ilt health, resigned
in 1760. Patrick Hays resigned in 1762 and John Christian in 1763 for
causes unknown. Col. John Buchanan died in 1769, the year the Vestry
was temporarily dissolved by the General Assembly. Of the remaining

43. Three of the four clerks of the Vestry do not appear to have been bona fide
members of the Vestry. They are William Preston (1750-1766), Walter Cunning-
ham (1767-1780) and Elijah McClenachan (1771-1780). Chalkley is mistaken in
stating that the last named was elected as vestryman. The original minutes show
that he was elected as clerk of the Vestry on the given date.

74
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Britton Calhoun Smyth

My grandfather, Britton Calhoun, he was called Cal, was a cattle-
man. In his youth he was a drover on two cattle drives up the Chis-
holm to Kausas. He later worked for the Matador Land and Cattle
Company, one of the largest ranches in Texas, which was owned by a
Scotch syndicate from Dundee, Scotland. In 1895 he acquired a ranch
in Scurry County and around 1889 was employed by the Texas Securities
Company in Fort Worth as an Inspector (land appraiser). On 30 January
1895 he married Sarah Blanche Stovall of Cleburne, Texas. They had
two children, Cecil Britton and Marjorie. About 1901 Cal and Blanche
purchased a two-story house at 1716 5th Ave, Fort Worth, Texas. On
an average size lot there was an orchard, a garden, a combination
wash and wood shed and at the very back a pen and shed for the milk
cow and horse. Here they raised their two.children. On 1 September
1918 Cal suffered a fatal heart attack. Blanche lived til 1951.

My father, Cecil Britton Smyth, was born in Tarrant County, Texas
9 October 1897. On 22 January 1927 he married Aline Dobkins. I was
born 28 November 1929 at St Joseph's Hospital, Fort Worth, Texas.

Aline died 9 November 1978 and Cecil died 21 October 1980 in Fort
Worth.

Britton Calhoun Smyth

.Sarah Blanche Stovall Smyth

Marjorie was born 18 May 1899. She was musically talented and
taught in the Fort Worth public schools for many years. She grad-
uated from TWC ( Texas Wesleyan College) and did graduate work at
Colorado State Teachers College and Northwestern. She sang and
played the piano and was a member of the College Avenue Baptist
choir. When she was 57 years old she married a widower, Dr E Leslie
Carlson, a professor of religion at the Baptist Seminarv in Fort
Worth. He died iz 1967 and she dicd in 1969. ’
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Two photos of Cal and Blanche at their home,
1716 5th Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas. Not sure
when these photos wvere taken but will guess
the upper one was ca 1912. Cal was 57, Blanche
49, Marjorie 13 and Cecil 15.

The lower photograph appears to me to be a later
one, ca 1917. Note horse and bugyy.
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Form A1 Family Group Sheet by The Everton Publishers.

PO Box 368. Logan, UT 84321 Publishers of The

and full descriptions of many genealogical aids.

FAMILY GROUP NO.

Husbana's Full Name Britton Calhoun Smyth

This information Obtained From: Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province. elc. State or Country | Aad. Info. on ~ .
snh {23 Nov 185§ Pontotoc Mississipp
Che'nd
var_130 Jan 1899 Cleburne Johnson Texas
veatn | 1 Sep 1918 Fort Worth Tarrant Texas
Burial Mt Olivet Cem, Ft Worth
Places of Residence Miss & Texas
Occupation  CALCLEMAan  churcn Atfilaton BAPEIst Military Rec.
e e
His Father James W _Smyth Motners Maiden NameMargaret  Pitts
Wife’s Full Maiden Name Sarah Blanche Stovall
i Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, elc State or Country Add Info on /.
sinn |12 May 1863 Hardin Kentucky
Chrng
peatn [4 Aug 1957 [Ft Worth Texas
Burial Mt Olivet Cem, Ft Worth
Compiler Places ot Resicence Kentucky & Texas
Address Occupation Church Aftilation B @ 4 7 5+ Military Rec.
City, State s Separane Snaet tor sain o
Date Her Father Mother's Maiden Name
Sex | ey anes s v, | Gurens Day Month Year City, Town of Place County or Province, etc. State or Country | Add. infa. on Cr
P g s gith 9. Oct 1897 Tarrant Texas
Ll :166611 BEitton: v |22 _Ja) 27" \Ft _Worth H o
Fuli Name of Spouse ] v [21_Oct 80 Ft Worth o 22
Aline Dobkins . Burial Mt Olivet Cemetery' B
F| 2 Marjorie smn |18 May 1899 Tarrant "
var_| 8 Feb 57 |Fort Worth 1
Full Name of Spouse Death Sep 69 |Fort Worth ’”
E Leslie Carlson Gurial Mt Olivet Cemetery, Ft Worth
3 Birth
Marr.
Fuil Name of Spouse Death
Burial
4 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
5 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
6 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
7 Binh
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Bunal
8 Birth
Mare.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
9 Birth
Marr.
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial
10 Birth
Mare
Full Name of Spouse Death
Burial

* For additional children use Everton Publishers’ Children Continuation Sheet, Form At1
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CECIL BRITTON SMYTH





image6.jpeg
MARJORIE SMYTH
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