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"Marion, Pery Co. Ala.
July 21, 1862.

Desr Wifes Tt is with pleasure that I can say to you that I am well,
We have had a long hot march tho we gtud it fine and I have improved all

the time since I left home, We left Tusccdloosa Thursday last & reached here !

this morning adout 10 Oclock, today. It wes wery hard on some of the sick
for it was so dusty. The dust is about 1 inch thick from 10 miles below
Tuscaloosa on to this place. Biddy it is worse than it is at 01d Fayette,
It looks like starvation. Shore, I saw lots of corn that cant make a
peck to the acre. We was received & treated with great kindness &
hospitality, The ladies seemed to be much interested in our welfare.
They stood thick on the walk and on their piazers waying their handkerchiefs
& they prepaired us a good dinner. After listening to sowme rizht good
speaking, we had four speaches. Biddy, we got her with twice as many
men as I thought we would have. We have 7 or 800 thoush we had to hall

a number of them, We had 52 wagons. We never left tut 1 or 2 men on the
WaYe We left Z. Collins the man I told you I thought would die. tHe

was able to walk across the house when we started, We left him 1 miles
from Tuscaloosa and I dont think he ig alive now, I waited on him all
night & he told me he did not think he cold live, The most of the boys
improved as we came on. Brother James is mending., He is setting by

me now writing a little to Puss. John Holliman, T.F, South & John
South is seting her writing, They are all well. J. Holliman has
improved very fasts We will leave her in the morning on our way to
Chattanooga, tho we expect to stay at Montgomery a while. I will write
you again as soon as I think proper. J.G. Willis is quite sick. He has
the bilious feaver, tho T think he will soon get well if they will let him
stop her. I dont know whether they will or not. Ee wants to stay her
but they talk of teking him on. He is up part of his time, Too of our’
company died the day I got back to Camps & I heard lf, Wilborn is dead.

T dont know whether he is or not, Let me kmo when you write. Biddy

the news is here that the Yenkes have turned Nashville & left ther & we
have retaken Murfeesborrough. I also hear the Northern Congress has
broken up and refused to meet any more until they meet for peace, or til
they can on sone terms of peace, I hope that will te done soon. I
recon when we get to Chatanooga we jill make the Yanks getaway., One of the
speskers sayed that he thought thagthe was plaiced at the head of such a
colum as this he could whip the hole North. e have cot 01d Spruel along
it if all of the Captens was like Kirklen (Jehu Cheney Kirkland, Captain
of Co "B", hlst Ala. Regiment of Infantry, CSA) we would not leave him
long. He went to Kirklen's Camp the other day, and Kirklen told him

if he didnt leawe he would cut his damed head off & take his sword to the
old Scamp and he left in quick time. Kirklen will not be moved. I
heard him give the Agitend a right cussing the other day. Biddy, I hope
this will find you and the children well & doing well & the connectiona
well. T hope you have had rain for I tell you it looks like stsrvation
down here. I hever saw such sorry crops in my life & they say it is worse
below here, I will close for the boyes is running on with their fun so

I cant think of anything to write. They are in fine sprets. I hope

you are doing well. Write soon & you betier teck your letters to Montgomery
to the llst Ala. Reg. Volunte rs in care of Capt. Ogden, Camp E. Ve will
have to come back to. 7iddy, kis the children for me. Cod lless you.
Goodhy. -

Vm. M. Stewsrt to B.Z, Stewarte
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"Charleston, DBradley County, Tenn,
No date.

To Fanny and Martha, Dear Children. I know wou havent forgotten
Pap, ner Pap hasnt forgotten you. Pap is well & I hope when you get this
vou will be well. You must be good children & mind yowr maw. Learn
your letters and when Pap comes home he will get you a new book & some
other pretties. Fanny, I know you have got a heape of fine peaches &
Wattcrmelons. I wish I cold be at home to help you eat them. If T
was at home we would go down to the wattermelon pach & get 2 big melon,
Fanny I want to see your little colt. I ocxpect it is nearly large
enough to ride. VWhen I come home we will katch up Silem & ride over
to Grandpas. Tanny you must be good to little sis, Cant you kiss
little Sis for Pap. Fanny Pap has seen a heape of pretty things such
as dolls, little warons with horses hitched to them for children to
play withy Pap wants to send you & sissy one but he coldnt. Pap sees
little girls every day & he wlways thinks of Fanny and Martha when he sees
them. Good by children,

V.M. Stewart,

Riddy I sent your letters without paying for them. I think that is best
if they dont go strey, they are not to pay for, and I am scurce of money,
I had my teeth worked on the other day. I had three pluged #: paid $3.00
for ite I think it is worth that if it stopped them. Biddy, I her
today that the Yankeys being forced to go to war are going to Canady
and leaving the North, The 'toys is crowding me, so nothing more. I
remain your affectionate hustan., May Cod “less you "iddy,

Vme He Stewart

(P.3) Direct your letters to Charleston, Tradley Co. Tenn, James Hughey
sent his wife her - %:= = = (Camnot read). Yur send it to hir rite of.
(Tote. Above lotter is on a vortion of ah old map., - on the reverse side

of the map is the following),.

Tiddy: Look to your interest in matters that is keeping stock. I dont

know how much corn you are making. I suppose your crop is shorts I lerned

from the letters James & Billy got that you hadent had any rain. If you

cznt sell none of the horses you better sell cattle. You can sell them

for beef & you cant keep all of the stock. If I was at home I cold fix

some plan to keep any of the stock from dying on my hands and you rust try.

I know you are a good hand to manage. I just mene this thst you might

think of it. I told you I wanted tokeep the steers if you could winter ‘
them, but I dont expect you can. Let them get fat before you sell them.

The crops is very sorry every where I have been, til here. They are good

here, In Ala and Georgia they are all burned up. EBiddy it seems that
Providens has frovned upon us this crop & I tell you I think it is on

account of the wided ways of our men for I do think our camps is just

atout the wickedest of the camps. You can scursley hear a word from

old soldiers without an oath. Tven Brag :;ave Tolbert a cursin at

Chattanooga for bringing his men there without orders and Undrilled & unarmed, ‘
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but I dont know as that was rong for he had no business to do it.

They say Brag cursed him. I did not hear him. Biddy I cant see

for my life how we can fight long. I thihk this war will close soon
for I cant for my life see how we can support our country rmuch longer,
If God intends that we shall be victories it will be so. If not it will
be the reverse # why not let it terminate., I think it will soon. I
hope so at least for I can imacine the delite~ulneys of a home & a
loving wife & little children, b longing wonld famil to express from re
or arny other man. Oh, how happy I would te if I coflld e restored to
them once more in peas & never here the cry of goimg to war no more.

I telieve T wanted to be as happy a man as any. I hope T will realize
it someday, God grant that I may. Biddy, the prisoner I spoke to
this morning stood his trial and caim clear. They concluded he was not
rites He talked foolish & Tblbert cleared him. I hawe just heard some
good news. Jackson has had a fight in Virginia & whipped the Yankeys,
taken 300 prisoners, 20 commissioned officers, 1 general, & our men have
whiped the Hlockards or run them off at Mohile, and there is Uropean
vessels at Motile the paper says that they think they will bte alle to
keep them open. I hope this conflict will terminate before winter for
we are in a cold part of the world & we will susfer when winter comes,

If we hawe to stay out & I am tired of the camps and I dont let on.

I enjoy myself as well as I can & that is bad emuf but I dont say anything!?

{ Col, H. Tolbard was Commanding Officer of the lLlst Alabama Regiment
of Irfantry, at the time of the above letter),
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"Charleston, Bradley Co., Tenne
Sunday, Aug. 17, 1862,

Dear Biddy: I again seate myself with pleasure to write to

you that you mey know how I am gétting along. I am well and I hope
that when this comes to hand it will find you and the children well.

T recd, 2 letters from you yesterday, 1 by mail and the other by hand.
Ogdon & his squad got here yesterday. That was the first letter T

have recd since I left home & you dont krmow how glad I was to hear from
you, I almost got out of harh of getting a letter. I just wrote

you a letter theother day, tut I was so glad to get a letter T will
write again. The boyes are generally well that you are acquainted
with, James & Jabez , Till and Billy are well., J. Folliman is about.
Elcarry Runwater is sick. I am afraid he is taking the feaver,

T. Montgomery is about. Biddy, I am fat as a hoge I weigh 160
pounds. I wrote you the other day to give you all thenews necessary.
e have got arms. We got 50 guns to the Company each and amunition

and they are of the best quality. They are endfel rifels. They will
shoot 1000 yards., I tell you if we get hitched in rite we will teach
the Yankeys they have waked up the rong boys and I think we will be apt
to meet them before long. It is thought that there will be a heayy
battle fought some where not far from here shortly. If it comes we
will be apt to be in it. We can sure go from here to any point where the
Yankeys is in the state. General Brag is the commander all over this
country, and his headquarters is at Chattanooga. The Yankeys has to
leave the state or fight one, and I expect they will fizht, I beliéve
the boyes had as soon try their new guns as not and I think that they
would do good shooting for they are fine guns. They are Znglish guns
rite from London, Biddy, you wanted to know my notion about the Uar.
How long I thought it would last, well, I will tell you, I cant see how
it can last long. I thinhk it will close in 6 months or sooner. I will
r~ive you some of my reasons. Ve have been successful in every fight
this season. They are skirmishing stedy somewhere and we always get the
best of it. There has been some heavy skirmished about the Cumberland
“Jap a few days ago and we drove them back, Jackson has bteen giving
them fits in Virginia. They are deserting every day. There is a
Reginent came to Chattancoga last Thursday under a white flag ond gave
up and said they were tired of the war, They said trere is a brigade
across the river that would come in if they knew. They wented to go
home. They are Tenneseding that are coming over every day & the blocaids
are open at Molile & the papers say 3 of the Northern States have refused
to furnish any more trupes & they are leaving the North & going to Canady
to keep from being forsed into the servis, Under all these considerations
I have concluded that the war will end shortly. Well Riddy, old Tolbert
is sick. FHe has got the chills and feaver. He was out of his senses
the other day, but he never had much sense anyway, and a very little
feaver will put him out of his head., I am sorry for any boye that is
sick, tut I think he is well emuf for him, So be sick for he has no
feeling for a sick mmn. I think when he gets well he will be better

t0 the sick, ~ Fe has the sick drug atout and causes lots of them to die.
He had J. Yarber & T. Caraway and F, Berg drug along and they all died,
when i he had let them stay at Selma, they mite have got well, and he
had Z. Graham and M. Finch don the same way., Tley was very bad off when
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we left Chatanooga and we have not heard from them since. Biddy, you
wanted to krnow what sort of uniform we got. We havent got any yet,
and I dont recon we will, I havent herd anything said about it lately.
I oppose it on every occasian. I rote to you what I wented you to
make me & for fear you dont get that letter, I will tell you again.

I want a par of good shoes, a coat, 2 par pants, 1 par yarn drawers, a
good shirt, a vewt, 2 par socks,

Aucust 18the

Niddy you said you have sold the mule. I think you did rite for you
cold not feed it now since your crop was short...s it you had no chance,
you had to wait for seee to come to buy it. I think you did very well
to sell it when you did. I would have done the same thing. Biddy,
I sent my canteen home y Harkins ... (in places letter faded and
impossitle to read).es tut I have a consolation yet, I can go to the
meetdng here and seeee

W, M Stewart "
To Biddy E. Stewart.
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"Bridgeport, Jackson County, Ala,
Saturdgy, Auvgust 23, 1862.

Dear Biddy: I again take the opportunity of writing you a fiew lines
to let you krow about how I am getting =long. I am not well, but I am
atout. I have taken a very bad cold. I took some medison last night
and it makes me- feel bad, I think when it gets don opperating I will be
all rige. I did not get it from the doctor for he dont give any medison.
He is an old scamp any how. I bourht my medison., Biddy we haw got
back in old Ala & we have got in site of the Yankeys. Ve come to this
place yesterday from Chatanough. We left Charleston Wednesday ¢ came
down to Chattanough & was ordered to this place. Ve can hear the Yankey

drums & see the smoke of their camps. 150 of ocur Regt. is out on picket
now, They started out about midnight. Brother James is with them. I
was not wedl or I would have gone. Some of them has com in this

morning after provisions, They say they cen see the scoutson the

other side of the river thick though they are leaving here fast & making
up the river. Some think they are trying to get away & some think they
are going toward Chatanooga. Our army is across the River and is going
dovn to meet them. If they dont leave they will be shore %o be a fight
shortly. One of the Yankey pickets shot at one of our men this morning
tut mist him, Our orders is not to shoot unless they come half way
across the river., If they do & will not surrender, then fire. I am
afraid I will twake orders when I go out & I will go next time if I am
well. We run our cars up on one side of the river, and they run up on
the other side. The bridge is turned & neither party can cross.

. Biddy you said the folks ran to see a fiene Cavelery that passt the church.

If they cold see the men that was at Chatanooga they would run the hold
country was in a work with infantry, cavelery & artilery. They have been
crossing the river for 3 ce l days in a steam toat & a horse boate and thny
are not dun yet. The Corinth Artilery & cawlery are here at Chatancoga
crossing. We left three of our 16 companies at Charleston. Kirklirg

& Tungeins & Ingelands, that is the best place we have been yet. Biddy,
Z, Graham is ded. He died at Chatanooga on the 18th. 1le have some

men at Charleston sick. S. Haliday is $here, He is all the one that
you know, Whitley & Henry is toth shure sick. Whitley will te home before
long. The Commissioned officers drawed money the other day. The privates
have not drawed any yet and I dont know when we will & we ape getting
scurs. Nearly all the boyes are out. I hawe $5,00. Yet can have
plenty yet. Biddy I reel a heap betier this evening. I hawe enjoyed
tiie best health sinee I left home, that I have in a long time til now,

& I think I will bte 211 rite in a fiew days. I am heavery then I ever

was. I was weirhed 171 pounds at Charleston. I am yery fleshy.

The rest of your acquaintenance is tolerbly well. James, Jakez, Billy,
Tillman, & J. Foliman is doing very well, J. I'oliman got a letter from
tis rother Jim the other day. He is at liohile, He was well. Ke said
rother John was well when he saw him. He had not seen him in sewral
days. He was about 2 miles “rom him. Tell Sarsh Ellis, Billy is as
fat as a bever. Biddy T hope when you get this you and the children

will te well & doing well, Biddy, kis the children for me. I must close.
The yes is going to the office. I want you to write & tell all my
folks to write. I recon you had better direct your letters to Chatsnooga.
tfe move so much we may not stay her long. The office here is called Long
Island., I have not got any letter since I rote to you. So nothing more.

I remain your affectionate husband. llay Cod 3less you.

Williem M, Stewart".
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Soon thereafter, when my brothers or I met a Northam boy,
the hand of friendship was extended, and many & time since
I personzlly engaged in fierce and Mendl water battles
in the Cld swirming hole with Felix, or Bill Northam. They
Twere both older thzn I, but were always kind enough not to

preas me too hard.
“hen my older Brother, C.C. Holliman was first licenao;}éa a
ttle ehurch,

—Boptist Mintster, he”
later "SBethabra™ near the Borthu Farm. They continued very
—e¢lose friends until-B " T
wn into

ye:rs. Thus, a nlg::onahlp which cculd have o

- ——scmething unwholesome-

ancx lastim, between the two faniliu and their descondants.

Last aund.ay, 1 visited Bill (W.T.) Northam, the youngest son

——of Bemi Jr.,—who neow liv
with him for 2n hour. He vsriﬁod t.ho death of his grsmd-
—-father at the hands of-th =}
and thst when the body was found, there was an iron wedge 1n

—his throst. I also pi ations-on-the ——
story from other people with whom I checked.

" I might add that Nancy Jane Northam lived until the Su-mer of
1932, and that I pecsumlly.zq;_upjll_nightgnqhenmke.;
She died at the age of 97 years.".
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"The State of Alabama,
Fayette County,
Lth June, 1862,

Dear William:

Wee are all well at this time hoping when this comes to hand 1t
will find you enjoying the same Ylessing. William I am getting ~long

better than I expected I wood, Catherine is staying with me now, I am
not afraid muche We have vey dry weather, Ve have got the crop =long
very well, We will finish plowing next week. William I am ~——~—me=

(writing dim and cannot read). J.(or I) Taylor is waiting on me.

17i1liam the horses have mended since you left. The hogs are not doing

veay well, 3 of them have the blind stagrers but they have got most well,

T thought one of them was dead. It came home later last night. illiam
the well has dried up. We hawe to toat the water from the spring up

at the corner of the field, toward Paps. I sent a letter to you yesisrday,
William T want to see you very bad. If I could see you I could tell you
more in an hour than I could rite in a week. I wish you could get to

come héme & see us. You dont kwow how bad I miss you, it if we never
meet on this earth I hope we will meet in a better world. The weather is
generally good up hear, I have not geen any of your Pa's family cihce

you left home, Pap domes to see me often.s I hawe not been over their
since you left. I am afraid to leave home to stay over knight., I have
had plenty of compahy., Martha is as pretty as ever, Fanny says she wents
to see Pap, I must close, I remain your affectionate wife until death,

Riddy E. Stewart to William Stewart"

( Above written in ink on ruled paper, and was folded to mske its own
envelope, and addressed to Mr. William Stewart, Tuscaloosa, Alabama).
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"The State of Alabana,
Tuscaloosa, June 8, 1862,

Dear Biddy:

This leaves me well & getting on smothly & I hope when this
com es to hand it will find you & the children well. I havent more to
write of interest. There is a great deal of news hear “rom different
directions, but I suppose it is the same way up there. Biddy we have
tite times down here and we have the strictest rules that I ever heard of
in any regiment and our Lieu. Col, Murgee is a citizen of this place &
he makes rules to suit the town, We have the most of our wood to totc
1/2 mile & water to toat a quarter & we cant get out of camp only on certen
busines. I cant get to go to see the sick, I tride to get to go see
Ri1ly yesterday but I (corner torn off). T heard from him (corner torn off)
there is some (corner torn off) ing here next Friday & going to Columbus,
fiss & I dont care how soon for we hawe but little accomodation here.
e have ====- (unreadable) time drilling in our company. We have got
powerful officers. Well Biddy it ant no use to talk about them, they are
good men, but such officers you never saw, I dont recon, but Biddy dont tell
no body that I said so, or it mite get back to camp rite off. Biddy, I
om getting zlong bettern than I expected. We hawe plenty of beef & lread
f some other little things., I dont no when I will see you again. You
must do the best you can and write to me often & tell me all about things,
The btoys are well up that you know (corner torn off) some of them (corner
torn off), T must close {corner torn off) on gard in a min, T sent
Fanny & Martha a book. Tell Fanny to learn her letters, (above in ink,
bhalance in pencil ~ very faded) and when I come home I will get her snother
book. I am now garding the old yankeys. I dont know whether I will get
to come home before the war ends or not but T hope I will get to come then.
I will close. Kiss Fanny & Martha for me ¢ receive one for yourself,
ive wy respects to all my relctives & friends, so nothing more. Good by.

m. Mo Stewartt,
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"pla, Fayette County
June 25, 1862,

Dear Friend: Since you left we have all enjoyed tolerable good health.
I have continued to get better til T am now alout well., John is a little
better since he came home, but he mends wvery slow, I received your kind
letter of the 15th inst., on the 18th of this month which gave me great
satisfaction to hear from you, Will I am going to start to my Co., and
regiment in a few days, I dread it a little but I will have to go as I
am now about well. I was sorry to hear of that confusion in your Reg.
I know just how you are treated by your officers., I hawe experienced all
such as that tut never put under guerd., I know it is bad to have to stay
from home and have nothing to eat scarcely. It is bad enough when we hawve
plenty that is goods If I could I would telegraph you a mess of beans
eveary day as long as I stay here. Therc has leen no rain or very lttle
since you went off, The corn is needing it very badly. I am at your
house now.

Your Rrother, John and I came over yesterday evoning.
Catherine and Ann Montgomery are here. Ve had a heap of fun yesterday
evening. I have not seen such fun since I came home until recently.
I hawe been going abtout some and I find some fun. William, I would be
glad to see you coming home. I would like to see you before I o to the
army. I could tell you a heap that I did not feel like telling you when
you was at home. I was so urmwell, If you were at home you would get
something to eat better than beef and wead and you could be with your
wife and friends, and if you are not well, you soon could be well. There
is a wast difference between camp life and that of living at home, though
you hawe found that out before this time. You are wanting to come worse
now, I hawe no doubt, worse doulle than you will te one month hence. I am
in hopes peace will be made before long and let us all be at home and eat
the fruits of our labor. T think it is wery hard for a man to work at
home for something good to eat and then be compelled to leawe all and go to
a place to starve almost. I received a Ietter from James the same day
I recd that from you., Tell James I will write to him bvefore T leave,
T would be glad to see you and all my friends. You must write to me when
I get in the Army. Be sure to write. Address me in Co. "D" 17th Reg,
of Ala. Volunteers, I close by su'scribing myself your sincere friend

J.F. Holliman",

ljote attached, by Biddys

"Dear Husband., This leavwes me and the children well £ getting along very
well. We are aout done worke Our crop looks tolerhbly well considering the
drough. I have nothing of importance to write. I would like to see you
very well though circumstances have placed at such a distance that I cannot
see you but I hope you will soon get back home. There is a talk of peace
up here but I do not know how it will turn out. I will close. Jim and
Johu are in a hurry to go on to town. Mou must write often. Yours truly,

Biddy E. Stewart".
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"orth port, Ala,
June 28, 1862.

Dear Biddy: T will write you a letter to let you know that I am getting
well, My fever is woken up. - I hawnt had any fever in a day or too &
feel. pretty well tho I am very weak, I cant set up very much. I haw
the mumps. They have not hurt me much. My jaws is sw:lled & sore sum
it I dont mind that much, that old fever is what T dread. I tell you
he gave me sizzors but he has quit me and I am not sorrow, I am at Mr,
Stampses. I came here wednesday. The old man was not at home. T asked
¥ps. Se if I cold stay. She said she hated to turn off a soldier. She
did not kno me, I told her who I was & she replyed with tears in her eys.
You can stay as long as you please. I was ;lad to hear that for I was very
sick. I went to bed, and have been her ever since, I think I will te
well in a week. Biddy I am at the best placd you ever saw. They are
Just as good to me as they can be, Biddy you coldnt do any more for me
if T was at home, though you dont know how bag I wanted %o be there, I
want to see you & the children the worst I ever did, Wt I dont know when
I will get to see you, it I hope soMetime. I think I will get back,
tut if I dont lets try to meet in Heaven. I hope we may all gdt therec.
Biddy there has teen one of them good rains her this evening & it is still
raning. I hope you have a good one at home. I just received your first
letter this morning. I was veary glad to get it. I love to here from you
often. Biddy, write by every body that comes. I have a right good little
doctor to give me medison. His name is Dansey. I ohly sent for him one
time,

Sunday morning, June 29th.

Biddy, I am still improving, I hawe no general news of interest to tell you.
The health of the camp is bad, There is 300 reported ty the doctor atle for
duty in the regiment and abtout half of them is not alle. They report a man
2lle for duty by the time he can walk., Jawes & Jabez ¢ Til are well.

T, Montgomery and F. Hughey are very puny. Tell Sarah Ellis that Billy is
fat and sasy. Biddy I was glad to hear that the horses was doing well.

I sorry that the hogs are doing so bad --- in the pasture, Biddy keep them
in there, feed them better and try to kep them alive. Give them some tar

and stier corn. Tell me all about the crop & ever thing. I want to know
all about every field & how it looks, James & Til went to see Tils sister 10r
miles telow here yesterday. I am lookihy for Jabez to sce me today. Some
of the boys comes ever day. I tride to get to cowe home with Doster and
Moore, but I coldnt. Doctor Powell says that if I had started it would have
laid me dut. He comes to see me every day. I am clost to him. It is
about 100 yrds. T. Horn is at Powells sick. I am going to see him today
or tomorrow. He is better. Zaxter Black is nearly well. FRiddy, do the
best you can. I hope I will e with you arain beforc long, I dont th'nk
this war can lest long. Xiss Martha and Fanny for me,f when I come home I
will kiss you. Good by.

Ume M, Stewart?t,
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"Saltillo, Miss,
July 19, 1862.

Miss R.U. Stewart,

Dear Priend:

This leaves me and all the boys well and in fine spirits.
John (John Thomas Holliman), Dick and Charles (Charles Stephen Copprell)
are all well and I think in better health than they were when we left
home. My arm is very sore where I was vaccinated. I have a little
fever caused ty it, and it has not made me sick yet. Becca, I have
nothing of importance to write - - - Ve drill a little every day. We
had a general review this morning. I wish you could have seen us.
There were several thousand on the field, We have a great deal of
pastime. Hundreds of things make us quit thinking of home when we
teein to study sbout home, If you were here and hear the music that
we have here, you would be animated so you would want to stay. If I
knew I would have my health I would not want to be at home as ted as
I do, I would like to see you and all the folks of 01d Fayette,

When T came I did not find the officers as tight as I heard
they were nor the fare as bad, The officers were very easy on us.

A1l of the men that were punished were mien ones but if a man will conduct
A11 you hear at home

T have had toleratlle

himself in a proper manner he will not be punished.
is not true. You always hear it worse than it is.
plenty to eat since I came and good water to drink. I think this is a
good place to stay. The officers did not say anything about our not

coming sooner, Everything was righte

Rebecca you must 311 write.
I want to hear from you all, I will always remember the morning I left.
I wish peace was made tut I am afraid it will be a long time, Excuse my
not writing any more. I will write more next time.

Youra respectfully,
J.F. Holliman".

I would be glad to gebt a letter.







