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march the day we turmed back, Capt, Nash brought it. He said he saw
your papa & traweled with him to Mobile. I was wry glad to hear
from yous I had concluded that I would not hear from you any more seen
as we were going where there was no mail reut but we haw get back where
we can get letters, I suppese Harkins is in Knexville. Some ef the
boyes has been to town and saw hime They say he has pot me a letter &
some other things. We have sent for him, He will be here directly &
then I will get to hear from you again. The boyes are generally well.
John South came to see us today. He has bteen in the hospital hers.
He is nearly well he says, He has been treated the Ibest kind. He has
mended a heap, He says he saw Bill day tefore yesterday & he 1s mending,
He could set up long emuf to write a letter. I am going to try to see
him temorrow. T. South says Billy will be sure to get a furlough as
soon as he gets atle te travlie. James & Toby & Till, J.T. Holliman,
Te Montgomery & J. Hughey are well & the Ellis beys are well, All that
You are acquainted with are well except those that has been sick semetime &
they are better, but Mr. Porter, He is very low with feaver, He is at
the hospital,

October 24th,

Biddy, T will finish my letter. E. Harkins get in & I havegot my
clothing & the letters, I was very glad to hear from you & to get

the clothing you sent me, They are just the sort I wanted. You cold
not have suited me any better. They just fit & they are very pretty

and good, The boyes all want them, T could sell the coat for

$25,00 but I would not take $30,00. The shoes is rather small, tut I
think I can ware them, If I cant I con get twice what they cest.

I do not know what Harkins will charge me, but mot much. All he lrought
cost atout $3.00. I would not take $50,00 for the clothes you sent me.
They are good in cold weather. Biddy, if I could just be at home to
weare them & enjoy your cempany, Oh hew happy we would be. You sald the
children were a little sick. I hope they are well by now. If any of
you get sick you must not walt teo long before you get something done.
You must send for somebedy to give them medisen. Biddy you dont know
how tad I want to see you & the children. I hope I will get home

after while & find you alright & then we will be happy. Biddy, I want
to give you my views about the war. I may never see you again for I
expect there will be seme hard fighting done but I honestly belleve that
we will be wound up in six months if we dont get some terms of peace.

I thihk if we can get any terms of peace worth a cent we had better take
it. T know it is generally said by men at home that they would rather
die than for the Yankeys to rule. Well, they dont consider it right.
They dont consider that they have got a family that will be lefi to
su.fer the consequences. If the Yankeys rules I had rather live.

I had rather know what becomes of my family than to leave them to shift
for themselves. I think I can be of seme adwantage to you & a man that
will try the servis awhile wijl be in the same notion. The men that makes
them grate orations is the man that is at home., Yet if you hear any bedy
say such as that anymore, tell them to go & fight & not blow so much

tut they would not do much good for they would run the first Yankey they
saw, T hope there will be some treaty of peace entered inte before long,
if not, you mark what I tell you, it is a gone ceon skin, in my opinion,
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Biddy I cant tell you how bad I want to see you & Fanny & Martha & Ned

and all my friends, You can imagine from your ewn desires, I hepe

the time 13 not far distant that we will meete again. I hepe I will

get throufh safe and return home & find you all deing well. I will close.
Write often and tell the rest to write. Kis Fanny & Martha for me.

Give my love to inquiring friends and receive for yourself. So nothing

more, only your loving husband,
William M, Stewart

To Biddie E. Stewart.
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Date and address not shown.

The following is evidently part of a letter. It 1s written on part
of a lined page probably torn from a ledger boek, It is written with
ink.

"S)  Biddy: I cant tell you where we will ge. I think we will stay
in Tennessee, perhaps at Murphysborough. I think our forces is all
coming out of Kentucky the caus I cant tell, they certainly cant be
whiped for I telieve there is men emf here to whip 50,000 yankeys.

I believe the Llst Reg. can whip 2 of the btest Yankey Regs.that can

te started, if we have a fair chance. Biddy I saw more rocks & mountains
on our march that I ever saw before & we waided 2 rivers, 1 was a small
one and the other was atout 150 yards wide, lt shaller, I dont think

it hurt any of us. I had a very sore throat yesterday, but I put on my
yara shirt & vest & new coat and it is better this morming. Biddy T
think I will stand it very well if the Yankeys dent hurt me, & I hope
they wont, I hopel will get home & I trust in Ged & he is alle te shield
me and you know he says they shud trust in Him & He will not forsake.
Biddy, we have get a Lieutenant Col. at last. MajJor Stansel is our Lieut,
Cel, One of the btest men in the Reg, I de love him. He is all of
the Reg efficers that I like much. He 1s all write Biddy, I cold tell
you a heape if I cold see you and T hepe I will before long. There is
some things T will never forget as long as I live, Some officers take
authority because they can, but they have never hurt me by it, but they
make me mad ' sometimes & I cant help it. Biddy, the orders has come
for us to go to Murphysborough. I suppese we will start te morrow

but I dont knew, Murphysborough is 30 miles from Nashville & I expect
there will be seme hard fighting thereabout., But I hope we will come
out rite, Biddy I think ydu are moving ver well from what you write.
Continue to do the best you can. I hepe I will be with yeu again.

I want to see the children very ted, You must take good care of them.

I want to see Ned to you. Dont say anything about him, Tell him he
must be a good toy & work & try to make plenty te eate. Biddy, 0ld ——
Tolbird has appeinted Jim Bell erderly Sergeant in Billy's place, He
says that any body that cant keepe up with the Regte cant hold office

& the btoyes is mad-about ite. You know how Jim is, He is a little

big headed and they all liked Billy for Serge I think Telbird is one

of the most unreasonatle men I ever saw, He had a gard to go behind

the Reg,, when we was marching, to bring up all that got behind., His
orders was to bring up all that cold not walk & 1f they was too sick

to walk, just lay them out on the side of the resd & lef them dy. I
sent you $20,00 Yy E, Harkins & you never wrote whither you get it er not.
I must close, Write soon, Direct your letters te Chatanooga. I will
write again shortly., Give my love to all my cemnections & friends.

Kiss the children and receive for yourself, I remain your loving

hus tand,

Wm, M, Stewart

To Biddy E. Stewart
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"Murfeesborrow, Rutherford County, Tenn.
October 30, 1862, Thursday.

Biddy E. Stewart:

Dear Biddy: T will write you a fiew lines this morning to let you

know where I am & how I am getting along. I am well & doing as well

as common & I hope when this comes to hand it will find you and the
children well & alle & also the friends & connections all well, We
left Knoxvlle last Sunday & reached here vesterday evening, We are
camped close te town but how long we will stay here I cant say, but I
suppose we will march toward Nashville shortly. The men are 211 ordered
to wash their clothes teday. I am out of that troulle today. I haw
not got any dirty clothes so I will write today.

November 1, 1862

Biddy I will finish my letter today. We had to move the day I comenced
writing & I hawe been buisy ever since. I was sent out on picket
yesterday & have just got in, I sald we moved, but we did not move far.
We moved about half a mile. Biddy I had the finest time on picket
yesterday & last nmight that I have in a lorg time. There was 7 of us
sent out on the Liberty Road to stand gard & the good things that past

to eate I mist tell you how well I lived, Sweet potatoes at $1,00

per tushel, butter at 25 cents a pound. Pies at 5 cents a peace.

Tirkeys at 75 cents, chickens at 25 cents. I bought 1/2 tushel potatoes,
2 1bs Butter, 9 pies & you just ought to have seen me hide them, tt I
did not eate them all at one bate, It is the first bate of butter and
potatces that I have had since I left home, Things is plenty here &
cheapes than any place we hawe been, Yet the citizeis are very proud
that the Yankeys are whiped out of here. They are very good to the
soldiers. The Ladys steped sometimes iy passing yesterday where I was

on pest. One of them asked me if she celd pass without a pass porte

I told her she cold that I did not fear the ladys patrietism in the

South for I believed they was more patriotic than the men, It tickled
her very much, She said the ladies could do the talking tut she rather
risk the Rebel seldiers to do good flghting as any people she ever saw,
Piddy when I was in East Tennessee I cold not see what we was fighting
for without it was the walnuts and persimons for that is nearly all I

saw except - rocks & mountains, it since I got in Middle Temm, I see

a greate chainge. The country is rich, the crops is good, & the

peopke cleaver and kind, Biddy it looks like living here, corn is plenty,
bacon is plenty, and they are bringing 1t in consstent at 22 cents per
1b, Eyerthing is plenty here to eate. Biddy I camt tell you how long
we will stay here, They are leaving for Nashville every day & they are
stil) coming in from Knoxville. There is a battle expected at Nashville
every day & when it comes I expect it will be a bad one & we may be in it,
Our men 1s strung from here to Nashwdlle & the Yankeys have that place
well fortified. T heard one of Whitfields men say that he was in a
skirmish close to Nashwille the other day., They took 36 prisoners, killed 6
and lost nary man. The citizens says that when General Forest taken this
place li weeks age there was LOOO Yankeys here & he had enly 650 & he
killed 2 or 300, taken 2000 priseners and lost very few, You just eught
to see their fortifications from Bridge Port to this place, atout 80 miles
& it is fortified a1l the way, I kmow they are cowards by that & then
left without fighting much, Biddy 01d Talbird has gone home, He left
us at Knoxville & if I cankeep seeing I would be glad if I would never see
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him again, You better think that the men is all glad that he is

gone Biddy. I went to see Billy & he was gone home. I was sorry
that T did not get to see him, but was glad that he got to go home,

If I was him T would stay til spring & I hepe we will all get home

by then., Biddy we had a cold time coming from Knoxville te Chatanocgae
Tt snowed all night straight down., The snow was 3 or L inches deep
tut it is very pleasant now and leoks like rain. Biddy there is
several of the boyes complaining. Brother James & Til & J. Holiman &
T. Montgomery is all complaining but net dowm. They are a little
tetter this morning. They all have the bowel deseas. J. Holiman
has been rite sick for several days but he is tetter. Well Biddy,

that Brack is as fat as a hog. D. Holiday and J. Scett was sent back
from Long Island to Chattamooga. Holiday was vwery sick. I think he
has the newmonie, J. Scot steped in a ditch by the railroad & broke
his thye. Mans Moore is ded. He died at Chatamooga. The rest of
the Co. is well. I forgot to say that Ogdon & Caraway was left

at Knoxville, I think so little of them I hardly ever think aboul them.
Tell Billy we have got a cooley orderly. He crapes everyone that

is not in line when the drum ceases. He is a sort of you know what
anyhows The toyes that was in the hespital at Knoxville are gll sent
to Louden, Tenn, Biddy I must close, I have to go on inspection
directly, Jabez & Til got letters today. We belong to [Rraconridge
Command. We are in a Sentarcy Brigade, Biddy I want/§8u%&®the
children very bad. You know that & I hope I will see you sometime.
Direct your letters to Murfeeshorrow, Tenn, Give my love to 211 the
relations & friends & receive tor yourself, I remain your affectionate
husbane

Wm, M, Stewart,

Te Biddy E. Stewart

Tell Billy to write mes
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"Murfreesborough, Tennessee,
Sunday, Nov, 9, 1862,

Biddy E. Stewart,

Dear Biddy: I take up my pen this bright sabbath morning to write you

a letter te lst you krow that I am well & I hope that when this cemes to
hand it will find you all well togethe with the relations and friends.
Biddy, Circumstances has placed us at such a distance from each other

that we cant spend this beautiful Satbath day as we have spent many in

oeur time, I leoked around this morning as the sun rose & thought, if T
could just be at home te spernd the day with you that it weuld give me more
consolation than I could estimate, 0, I can think about the past and
mourne the departure of such pleasant hours, Then I consider the present
& it rings a cole selemn thought that we are placed seme hundreds ef miles
aparte but yet we can hepe to meete again. Then when I think upon the
future, knowing the condition ef our country, and that no man can claim
tomorrow, it makes me almost tremble at the thought. Mt yet, we can
look to the same seurce fer protection that we could when we enjoyed each
others presence, To Him that is able to protect us in ene place as well
as in another, that is the Ged in Heaven, whe is alle to do all things
righte Therefore we eught te be sutmissive and content, knowing that

He will do all things right.

I will tell you about our march to MNashville, We had a
hard time of it. It is 32 miles & we left here at 10 Oclock & got there
after twe after midnight, making 16 hours. The fight cormenced at L & .- 1
contimed until 2 in the evening, We didnt have to fight any but there
was fighting done, The cannons roared for 10 hours in regular succession,
We was halted 4 miles from Nashville, We formed a line of battle and staid
thera until 2 in the evening, We was ordered back to this place. We
left here on the Lth at 10 and got back the 6th at 2 oclock. I tell you
I was never se nigh eutdone in my life, but I am ever it. There was lets
ef men give out & just lay dewn on the road. I saw seme wounded men ard
hearces, We tried te draw them out frem their fertifications, but they
was teo smart to come out, but we drawed their attention this way & Morgan
piaid smart on theother side. He turned up a town on the other side of
the river, called Edgefield & lots of comliarys, tere up the railrode,
rned the bridges & turned lots of cars, 17 engines & taken 800 prisoners.
This 1s the news, I recon it is se, I kmow there was a buisey time
there for a while. We thought we was going to fight but we didnt. T had
rather have fought a battle of 6 hours than to have marched back like we did,
T think the officers did rong in marching us se hard for there was no use
in ite

Biddy you have been wanting to kmow what I thought abeut
the ware I will tell a little of what I think., The war will clese in
6 months er less time, and more than that, I belive that if things dent
chainge we are going to be whipeds I cant see that we are doing any good,
We heare a heap of good exploites that eur men de, but I have my doubtis
about it. T hawe been waching. I will give you some of my reasons
for thinking we will be whiped. A short time back we had a large force
in Kentucky & now where are they? They are south of the Cumberland
Gape The Fankeys have backed Price in Miss. They have taken Galveston
TexasS, & the general opinion is that this army will back out er go South
before long. - I notice that the preperty is generally going South &

I just believe that all will be South of the Tenn, River in less than 1
month & if se we mite as well quit for this is where our support is te
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"Hcliin County, Tennessee,
Friday, September 5, 1862,

Dear Biddy: I again seate myself to write you a fiew lines as it will

not cost anything to let you krow how I am, T am well and have teen

in good health ewr since I left home with the exception of a fiew days atout
tuo wecks apo, I am now gs fat as a seal and I am very thankful for it,

for the boyes hawe nearly all been sick and a lieap of them have died
T suppose rully 100 of the Reg. T hope when this comes to hend it
“ind you and the children well, I reccived your 1: tier of the 25
morning and was glad to hear from you all & that you was all well rnd
making enuf of corn to do you. Riddy T wust bras on you a little,

Yeu are a good farmer, shorly for I did not think any ‘ody coult make

corn enuf to live on without any rain, and you said you had give the
squirrels a fight ... that is good. THow if any rorue comes to your

corn crib, do him just like you don that squirrel that you found on

that stalk of corn,, and they will take the hint, Biddy I started

you a letter last Monday. I told you that I woucht some sick oyes

up herd. I put two of them in the hospital, I went to see them

today., They are getting well, I succeeded in getting a privet house
for Brother James and Tobey (or Jabez), James is well. He went with

me to town today. Tobey is puney yet but better., His feaver has left
him, Wt his bowels is not rite. They have been tothering him some,

but I think he will be well soon. He can knock about. I think he will
be alle to go to our Company by Sunday, We are 2 miles from Charleston
at Mr. Porters, one of the best families in Tennessee., They are so good
to us and we have good things to eate. We have bacon and beans and milk
and tutter and chicken and pies and we have peaches and apples and potstoes
a3 that is enuf to cure any sick man, and if thut wont, we have two of
the nicest kind of young ladies to look at all the time and that will
help, Ve would like %o stay her til peace is made. Dont you know

I woods T have been helping the old man pull some fodd'r and we ‘eate
some sider ever now and then that is good, Biddy, we hawe some of *he
best war news today I hawe heard laitely., Gen. Kirhy Smith has plai
smash with the Yankeys in Kentucky. He has captured the hole army

at Richmon snd 15 roing on to Lexington. Fe is within a fiew miles

of that place «nd has no oposition, Jackson rnd Stewart has whiped Shem
=t Manases and we hear today that they have been slashed at Alexandre

and that old McClelon and Seigel is both killed, I hope this is true.
God Rless our Army. It is through Him that Victory is gained. If we
would look to Him and do our duty we would be able to proclaim Liberty

and peace shortly, It 1s certainly one of the briphtest days of the
Jar on our side. Gen.rag is moving down the River on Bewel, I think
they will haw a fight shortly. There was a little fighting Sunday at
Bridgeport or at Steveson rather,st the junction of the Nashville and
Hunts ville Railrode. Our men whiped them and sre in possession of that
place. 500 of our Regt was in that fight. None of them was hurt.
They faught at long taw as soon as our men sdvansed on them they ran,

T think the Stete of Tenn. will be cleared soon, and we will le in
Kentucky end perhaps Ohio hefore the Winter, 7iddy we havent dr
noney yet or the prwtes hasent. The o wrs has and I think @
acting the skamp, some of the g officers, T tole C(pden the o
day that if T had controls of a Co. and they was not paLd shortly
qt smp a few 50 dollar bills out of the Quaricrmaster, for he as goi the
meney they say. I think he is speculating on it and ony wan that -2l
lo that will do anything., Nearly all of the boyes is out of money.
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I have lend om#l) or 5 dollars and now I am necrly out and I want money
ror I dont like tu work for 01d Jef and bored myself for nothing.
YYe got out of something to eate and we had to pay 75 cents for a peck
of meal. We dont draw full sashions and T think it is our Commisary
fault. There is plenty up here in the army stores. I am satisfied
he is an 0ld scamp for other soldiers say they cet plenty. Our
Assistant Comisary told me that it was the Comisary falt, The Assistant
Comisary is here with the three companys that is here and he says it is
no trouble to get plehty here. T will close. I want to see you
and the children very bad and all o7 the connections and friends, g
I dont know when I will have the pnleasure o seeing you. I hope I will
tefore a grate vhile. T would like to be there to o to meeting with yous
So nothing more at oresent, only remaining your affectionate husband

tme Mo Stewert,
To Riddy E. Stewsrt

Kis Fanny and Martha for me. God Bless you.





image3.jpeg
"Talors Store, Jackson County, Tenne
September 1, 1862,

Dear Biddy: I seate myself to answer your kind letter of the 30th
Aug. which I recd September 11th & was vary glad to heare from you all

& that you all was well and had made enuf corn to do you & to lern that
you have had such a good meeting. Biddy I wish I had been there to have
shaired with yau all but it is so I cant, I am very much gratified

to krow that you are all doing well. I wish I could see you and here
you talk atout the meeting & other things tut I am a good wals from

home and this is the only wal I can talk and let us ceape this up.

It is emuf to say that God is always present at home and altroad and He
will bless us one place as another if we will call on Him in good
earnest, Biddy I have had the test of health cince I left home til
about a week mow. I have been sick and am not much better yete I am
not able to say what is the matter. I thought I was taking the Jaundice
but they have not shode themselves, I have concluded that it is not
the Janndices, I am not very sick. I can knock atout the camp. I hope
I will not be down but get well soon. The rest of the btoyes from that
settlement is teleratly well. James and Jabez & Billy & John Holiman & T.
Montgomery & J. Hughey are all up & we cant get quinine. I have some
other medison, Biddy I hope you will be atille to keep all your steck,
that 1s, all that you aimed to keep & have corn to do you. L. Yearby
says you have got a good crop, but you cant have a good crop it has been
so dry, but I hope you can make emuf €o do you, Riddy, be sure to feed
saving from the start, that is the hole game, know how to deal it out.
Biddy I want you to be shire to sew about 2 er 3 hushels of wheat, You
can get seed from E.A, South, I wrote to Asberry about wheet. I don
know where you had best sow it., Just extrcise your own judgement abojt
that, Biddy I cant say how long we will stay here nor where we will

go vwhen we leave hers, You krow as much about that as I do, tut I will
write you as seon as we'move,. I want you to write often. I hawe
written a letter every week since I left home. I have received ) or 5
from you, I write Becca, or I want to write all my folks, it when I
go to write I feel just as I ought te write to you, and I am shure to
put your name first, I want you all teo write to me, I hope this will
find you and the children well & the relatives and friends generally,

I will send Fanny and Martha seme Yankey money. I remain your loving
husband,

Wi, M. Stewart N
Te Biddy E. Stewarte
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*Clinton, Anderson Co, Tenn.,
October 2nd, 1862,

Dear Biddy: I will write you a letter to let you krow how I am getting
along. I am *olerably well this morning & I hope when this comes to
hand that it will find you and the children well and the connections
penerally well, I have been sick but I am getting stout, Billy is
very sick. We left him at Knoxville, I havent heard from him eince I
lefts Last Monday he was very sick. I think he has the feavers tut I
hope he will get well shortly and come on to the Co, He told me if any
letter came for him to read it & answer them for him. He said he was in
hopes that he would get well before long. He had been sick for two days
when we left there, There was 5 of our Co. left. He said he would get
some body to write for him if he did not get se he ceuld write in a fiew
days, I recd yours of the 15th Sept. the day I got here which was the
30ths I was glad to here from you all, That you was well & doing
well, Tell Martha I recd her letter. I am going to mail it to Billy

y the tomorrow mail. I promised to write to Martha & this will be
sufficient for you and her both. Tell Martha that I write as near what
I think about Billy as I can. I think he will get well if they will take
care of him and they say they wait on the sick there very good. I wanted
to stay with him tut they would not let me, They make everyone go that
cold walk & severzd that coldmt walk. John South had to be halled.

He is sick yet but a little better, Jabez is sick, he has something like
the fiux & 1s rite sick, A. Bery 1s very sick with the flux, FErother
James and Till is well, J. Holiman, F, Hughey and T. Montgomey is well.
Well, all the loyes is well that you are acquainted with except those that
I have said was sick. Pell Biddy, we have get a long march to make and
I dred it. We nhave got to march across the mountains inte Kentucky, I
suppose, The officers says it is about 200 miles, to Kentucky. We dent
know what point tut i{erhaps te Bolingreen, It is 35 miles across the
Mountains & the tush whackers is thick, but we will have our scouts out
all along and if they do it, then we will whadk some to. We are 16 miles
from Knoxville. We got here on the 30th Sept, and will stay until the
balance of the Brigade comes up which will te 4 or 5 days yet. Perhaps
as soon as they come we will march. Our Regte is the lst in the Brigade
& we will go before it in the march, and if there is any fighting to do
we will do it. I dent know how many men there is in the Brigade, I
suppese 6 or 8000, We have 2 batterys of camon and a good many caverey
so I think we will be apt te hold our hand. We marched out there in
atout a day and a half and you had better think there was some sore hoyes
when we get there, We had to toat our kmapsacks & guns accouteryments
which makes a pretty good load, They generally weigh 30 or LO 1lis &
when we leave here we have to toat 6 days rashions & that will be prety
heavw. We will have a load. I had not walked any for three weeks when
ve started, only a 1ittle abtout the camp, and you dont know how sore it
made me. I havwe not got over it yet but I am mending, I think I will
be stout by the time we start. I give up my gun to Lum McGraw., He

had not drawn any gun & I was ot able to cary it & if they dont give ms an
other one befere we start I will not have such a load as the rest, and my
knapsack is as much as I want to carry. Biddy I dont suppese we will
havw any chance to get any clothing from home, We will have to buy and
they are very high but we will draw money again shortly they say & I recen

N
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I will have money enuf to get plenty of clothing but I rather have from
home. I rather ware clothes that you make & they dont cost as much reither,
Biddy you said the hogs was getting in your cera, Gather as soon as it
will do & put it up in the shuck for it will ge further, The vermin

cant destrey it bad & if any thing do bother it, smack them with ball
reded shot is what I would do. You have seme folks in the settlement
that would not care if their stock was te destrey all that yeu had, if
you would susfer it. You have got a good gun and I say use it if it

is neeery & if they dent like it just let them burm it or keep their
steck at heme, for you hawve got a good fense, Biddy, J. Holiman

got a letter from Jim the other day. He was well and he said Brether
John has got well. He says all of the Fayette btoyes was well but

Lo Lycas. He was sick but better than he has been., Riddy I met

some boyes that used to live in our settlement., Ben Hughey, Bob
Aternathy and Dick Porter is along in our Brigade. Ben is just like

he used to be. He has bteen in the servis 15 months, He was in the
Shilo fight. He came out safe, fot one shot in the shim but it never
hurt him, Biddy, we here good news, some of them call it, but I dont,
they say Lincoln has asked for 90 days to fix up a treaty of peace,

but I think it is to get his new troeps ready for the field, and for

the water to rise. You lknow he has been playing that game all the time
and I think we ought to push on while we have them checked and try to get
them backed on their own seil before winter and keep them there. This way
of talking about and waiting for them to prepair & come over on us just
as they please will never end this war & if it isnt inded shortly we will
be forced to quit on account of provisisns, We cant fight much longer
but I still hope we will be able to convince them in time to make a crep
next year, I will close. Write eften. I will write every week.

It will be uncertain about getting letters tut if we dent write we will
be certain not to get them, I hepe I will get home after while.

I remain yeur affectionate hislkan. Geed ly.

William M. Stewart

W
To Biddy E. Stewart.
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Dear Biddy: I seate myself to write you a few lines to let you kmew
hew I am getting along. I am well & hope that when this reaches yeu

it will find you and the children well and alse the ceonnectionx & friends,
Riddy it leoks like I ought te have a heap ef news to write but I am a
sorry hand te write news & Thavent much war news and that is the most
interexting news, It is true that I have seen much ef the country but
that is not interesting in such times as this, I will tell you some-
thing about eur march, We started te Kentucky & marched 16 miles te
Clinten, There we staid several days as I stated in my last letter

to you. We left that place on the 11th of Octeber, I btelieve, and
started to Kemtucky by way of the CRmberland Gap. After a long and
tiresome march we reached the Gap er came in sight of it & received
orders te return to Kmoxville ty way ef Taswell which we did accordingly.
We went up there threugh Pewell's Valley. The cause of eur return te
Knexville was in censequence of Brags leaving Kentucky. They was in the
Gap vhen we turnedback. The cause of Brags leaying Kentucky is unknewne
Some think he is whiped but I cant think se for he has get a 100,000 men,
and yeu krow he is not afraid te stay anmywhere with that many men, for
they celd not be whiped, There is semething en hand that we will not
understand til it brakes, Some think the Yankeys is coming to
Chatamvoga & that we will go there te & seme say we will go to Nashwlle
& T heard just now that we was ordered te Tupele, Miss., but I put ne
confidence in it, T would like te go to Tupele on account of teing clese
te heme, Biddy, I did not finish telling you absut eur trip to the
Gap. We had a hard time of it, It rained on us 2 days after we left
Clinten. It was abtout 60 er 70 miles frem Knoxville to the Gap. We
marched 12 to 18 miles a day and carried our knapsacks and guns and you
know we were tired at might after such as thait, but we all stood it well,
We got back here day befere yesterday. We are 2 miles from town en
the Taswell Road, We are garding the road, taking up all stragglers.
Thereis more stragglers aleng the road than you ever saw, They are
leaving the army and stray abeout & I suppese they are going home or
trying te get off home. I tell you the old regiments is getting tired
of the war, I sometimes think that if there is not something great
done shortly that the men will quit and go home and if times get much
harder I fear this will be the result. Biddy, if peace is not made in
6 months we will be in a bad fix for every where I have been the Citizens
is out of something to eate, some moving all along the road the way we
went to the Gape We got nmearly all the corn. We toock it frem widews
and them beging and crying, but we had to have corn te feed on. I say we,
it was the offieers, I would not de so, but their men is in the Yankey
servis tut I cant help being sorry for wimmen. I tell you where the army
goes they dont leave much of anything for they have so little te eate

the peeple knew they had as well sell them what they have, as to let them
take it & bhéy put 2 prices en it. Petatoes is $5.00 per bushel,

pork is 30 cents per 1b,,corn is $1.50 per tushel and mone to spair at
that. Biddy this war cant last long. It is impossible I think and T
am afraid it will end te our sorrow. Dont understand me that I am afraid
of being whiped ty fair fighting, but I fear that we will get out of
provisions, You know that we cant live on the air & I fear that the
soldiers will use all the provisions & the women and children will have
to starve, I received your letter of the 3rd ef October while on the








