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"State of Alabama, Walker County.
May the 12, 1863, :

Dear Friend: I seate myself this morning te answer your kind leter.

I have nothing of importins to rite to you only I am well at this time,
only my leg is not well yet. It runs som yeat. I cant walk no beter,
than I cold when I saw you last. I was sory to hear that you had so
bad luck at going home. You rote that-that man that cuxt se in Selma
got kill, I am glad that you never got kill. I had the btest luck at
coming back you ever saw, You rote me that your leg was not strit yet.
I hop that it will get well en that we will see one another yet in this
world, I found all my pepul well and very glad to see the site of me
ons more in this world They thot I had the bad luck that I was ded.
They had giv me up to be ded. I can inform you that ther is the best
looking whete in this county that I ever saw in my life & if there ant
no complant get in the wheete ther will te emens crop of wheate made in
this county. William I cant rite to you when I am going badk. I ant
a going to get back until I get better and I dont #mnt you to go back
toe soon. William I must draw your attdation to some of my sperence
that I have had sense I seen you, I (had) the rispes (?) time you
ever saw in your life, I just wish that you cold hf seen my pirty
girls atalking to me. I try to beg off{ from them but I cant do it,

T tell them that I am a cripel an I cant walk good. They say that two
can tote me if I will just go and stay with them. Se rite soon if you
please and rite a litel kiger leter and rite if jou havw heard anything
from Same

J.W. Mooney,
Toe Wme Mo Stowart, -

Rite Soon:
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"Pickins County, Ala.
July 15, 1863,

Dear Nefu: I recd . yours of the 6th inst, and was very glad to

her from you & the rest of the connections and that you was all well.

I can inferm you that myself & family is all well at this time. I have

no good news to write ¥ you. Trouble apon trouble, my sun William is
ded, He dide at Vicksturg on the 20th of April. From the best acount I
can get that is two of my suns is ded in this grate conflict & 2 suninlaws,
so my trouble is exceeding grate. Thar has teen on My eseee in this a

$ 300 tear, The time will come when all these rongs will be set rite,
Those big men will also have to give an acceunt of those rongs that have
come in & I do not see how soon. It leooks that those that 1S eeeess see
no satisfaction.

Cropes is good her, both whete & corn. Up to this time
we have had rane a plenty. I have no other to wite at this time. Rite
to me soon & tell me all the nmuse of that country, se nothing more at
present, only yor friend until deth,

Isiah Stewart

to William M, Stewart.
if you gite any more messe from your brother James, or John, er George
Womac or any of the boyes tell me in your 1ext leter,”
NOTE: Original letter written in ink on ruled paper, and is clear

except that ink is faded through the paper where written on wth sides,
hence difficult to read in places,
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"Dalten, Georgla,
August 7, 1863,

Wm, M. Stewart:

Dear Brother: I received yours of the 20th ult. a few days since

and was glad to hear from you. I am getting along very well at
present improving seme, I hope to be able to go to my Company soon.

I am not able for duty yet and I think I had best not ge until I get
well for that is a bad place for a puny person. Will you said you
wanted me to try to get out from this place. It is a bad hospital

to get away from unless I report for .esesesss @3 I am not well for I
had better try seeeo (balance of page not readable).

T received two letters from Jim Holiman yesterday. He was well.

He xays they were all getting along tolerably well & get as much to eat
as usual, but I dont know how much is usual, so little enuf I expects
He said he recd letter from Brother John dated the 30th of July. John
sald he was atout well and was getting ..... last week ut had not come
yets Jim said he was looking for him every day. I have not heard
from our Reg. since James wrote to Puss, I would like very much to
hear from the Company. There was a Company of new voluntters mustered
here lat yesterday, They are drafting here where they dont volunteer
and I supposese...e I should like to kmww who was drafted in Fayette.
You said the draft would come off the 25th of July and it go to camp
til you get esees Some trouble if you stay away for you eeesee

kmw how hard it is to bet home, I would like very much to be at home
and see my folks and friends tut eircumstances forbid though I think
in tine I will come home. Let Puss see this letter. Give my respects
to all the kin and friends, so I remain

J.F. Stewart"
Notes Original letter was written with pencil on ruled paper, The

writing is very faded in spets hence some words are omitted in the
above copy.
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"Camp near Chattanooga, Tenn,
October 3, 1863,

Rebeccas This leaves us all well., T am enjoying very good health.
We have had no more fighting since we came to Chattanooga, tut a little
pideet fighting. We are close to the enemy. I just came off picket
guard this morming and I saw several Yankees at a distance, nearly close
enough to be shot at. I do not think we will fight here in some time
if we do at all. We are fortifying and so are the enemy and that is

a good sign of no fighting soen.

I have not heard from John Stewart in a week or more,
He sald he was mending some he thought the last time I heard from him,
I can see Brother John almost any day I want to, I have seen him
several times since the fight., He is well and doing well, I have
not seen Tilmon South since the fight, though he was not hurt. He is
on detall as a mrse in the hospital, Some of our wounded have returned
from the hospital, Alfred Smith and Bluford Foster have got back.
They were slightly wounded only.

I wrote a letter home to Sally the other day and told her
that John requested me to write for him, I would be glad if someone
would come after him though I do not know where %o tell you to find him.
He will be at some permanent hespital in Georgia, Dalton or Atlanta
or some hospital on the railread, I suppose you will get a letter
from him soon after he gets to a good hospital., I would be glad to see
our wounded but I camot get off to ge. I have to stay with the Company.

I do not know what movement will be made next. The two
armies are at a standstill., The Yankees are making strong fortifications
and so are we, I would not be surprised if we remain here for a month.

T have not time to write a long letter. I only wish to let you know
that we are alive yet and doing well, We get plenty to eal and have good
water te drink. Paper is very scarce and high, I can hardly get paper
to write on,

Give my respects to all friends,
Yours respectfully,
J.F. Holiman.

Just after I closed my letter yesterday evening it being nsarly dark, the

doctor rode up from the hospital where John is, He left the hospital at

L oclock. He says John is doing very well and will be sent to a hosgpital

in Atlanta Georgia next Tuesday, It would te a good thing forhim to bs

at home, I think he would soon get well, I saw other John this |
morning, He was looling for William. Jehn says he is lonesome since

Tilmon is gone. All is quiet today up here. I would e very glad te

see you all today, tt I have no idea when I will come. I will write

again te home in a day or so, I ever remain, your true friend. |

B  J.F. Heliman. ;
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"Tyner Station, Tenn,
Octobter 22, 1863.

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: I again seate myself to write you a fiew lines,

I am tolerally well & I hope this may reach you & find you all well.

We reached this place last might, or the brigade dide I got here

this morning. I cold not ceape up & when I tired down I camped and came
up this morning, We only mooved 6 miles tut it was raining & we started
Just before night & the roads is the worst you ever saw & when I got
tired I stuck camp, what I expect to do after this for I camot march
with stout men, I do not know what they will de withime, I have not
done any duty yet for I am not able and I am goipg to try to get a
transfer tat I dont know how I will come out. My efficers say they think
I can get a transfer but I cant get them to do anything toward it. I
have never been examined yet, I am just broezing along here. I got

to the Company last Sunday by running away from the Camp of Direction,
Tillmon & J,L. Hughey came te the camp and I went to the Commander of the
post & he would not let me go & I just simley walked to my ticks & dun them
up amd put oute T knew if I celd get to the Ce., it would be alrite.

I hope I will get a transfer if so I will come home to get a horse,
Lieut, Bell thinks the chance is very good & he wants me to have it,

tut I never know what to think for I thought William Miles would be
discharged, tut he is here yet., He has sent up a discharge & the General ¢
would not approve it & so I do mot khow what they will do for him, er me.
It is hard to tell, There is one thing T am going to do the best I can
for mumber 1 & I am afraid that will be bad emuf, Biddy, I recon you
want to know what we have to eate, We get corn meal and beef enuf te
live on. There is nothing in this part te buy. What we draw is all we
gete I went to see J,F. Holiman last Monlay, He was well. The Dodson
Hoyes has all diserted,but Nute, He get a furlow, I recon the boyes
says they dont think Nute ever heard any gun fired in the battle. They
says he left them 2 days before they fired a gun. J.F. Holiman got a
letter from Brother John a fiew days before I saw him. Jehn said he was
doing very well he thought he would be able to go home shortly. I think
some toyes ought to come after him. Cousin Joseph Ham (or Horn) is ded.
My Co. lost 2 men killed in the field & 2 others has dide frem their
wounds since Grahmm and Collins was killed on the field, & Billy Box

& H. Roberts has died of their wounds, I got the clothes to the Co,
alrighte If James had his now I would te better satisfied. I am keeping
his until I see whether I can send them or not. I recd a letter from
James the night I got to Camp. He was at Lagring (LaGrange)Georgia).

His health was not improving any. I was so serfow that I did not stop
but I dont think any body would under the same circumstances. It would
have cest me several dollars & from what I Wwas tolds I had little idea
he was there If T had knowed he was there I would have stoped if it
had cost me $50,00, but so it is & it cant be helped. I suppese scme one
will come after Brother John, and they cancbring him some then, Tillmon
is waring the yarn shirt & Jerusha can furnish one for James & if Puss
gets a chance to send him clothing you must write me & I can sell the
ones I have of hise
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I can get a good price for them. Every place I passed soldiers they
would beg me to sell them seme clothes, They offered me $5,00 for

socks,
October 23rd.

Biddy it is raining this morming. It is the wettest time you ever

saw, There has not been tut one or two days dry since I got up here,
Our Co, is on Picket today, all but a fiew left Ho cook rashions & we
have nothing to cook yet, Biddy we havent got a tent in our Co. &

L1 men. We have to take the rain and do the best we can, We stretch
our blankets to screen ourselwes the best we can. I dont think there
will be much fighting here soon. The roads is so bad that an army cant
travel much at the present & btoth parties is se well fixed up that I
have no idea that they will fight here. Biddy I am very anxious to
get a letter from you. There is some things that I want to here from.
I want you to rite every week & I will write as often as I think
necessary, Tell me all the news when you rite. Tell Jerusha Tillmon
is well, J.S. Hughey, J.T. Holliman, S.M. McGraw & Billy Blackturn are
alse well. The Co, is in good health, I recoen I have written emf.
Give my respects to all the relatives & inquiring friends & receive

for yourself., Kiss Fanny & Martha for me. Yours Affectionately

Wm. M, Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart,
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come from & if we lose this State we will lose the provisiens, We have
already lost Kemtucky & it seems to me that we are winding to a tag faste
I recon I would hate to be vhiped as bad as anpytiody, but there is one
thing I want to close it & which ever side is to succeed, let it come,
the sooner the better, God poverns the world and He will carry it
right. Biddy, I dont think it will be any wonder if we are whiped
considering every thing. T know T am as good a friend to my countiry

as anybody, and when I volunteered, I did it from principal & to defend
my rights and the rights of my country & I thought that soldiers were
treated sorta like men, but that is a mistuzke, There is such an
unequality between men. A private is not cared any more fer by the
officers than a dog is & the Sabbath is not moticed any more than Monday
and oathes is almost all you can hear, Well if we whip, I think we will
te better eoff after the war ends but while it is going on we are just

as little cared for by our officers as the Yankeys could care., I dont
consider that we would be in any worse condition at the present if we
was in the hands of the Yankeys. I must steop for I have to go on drill
at half after 1 & it is after 12 mow. The boyes is cooking 3 chickens
& putting dumplings in them, I recon we will have a good dinner.
Biddy, I sold my old coate for $2,50 & 1 pair of drawers for $1.00, I am
going to ware my cotten panta for drawers. I havent wore my new shoes
2ny more & I dont know whether I can or not. I am waiting for a wet
spell to brake them in. My old shoes is good yet. I dont believe they
will ever ware out. I have took a many a tramp in them.

The weather is very cold here. We ice every morning &
we havwe nothing to shelter us ut 1 eld tent fly to our mess of 11 men
present and 2 others will be here befoie long. I recon J. South was.
nearly well when we left him at Louden, D, Holiday is at Chatanoogae
T havent heard from him since he went there. Biddy, I want yem to krow
whether you got the money I sent you or mot, Y Harkins, Biddy, I would
have tried te come home after clcthing if I had a fair chance, tut the
officers fixed it up secretely til they got him ready. T think they acted
like the Dog & Binion is as shabby as any of them, for I have heard him
swear that he never wanted to ge home until he went to stay & act that
WaYe

November 10th.

Riddy T will try to finish my letter as I had to stop before I got done
yesterday. I hardly know what to write, If I oould see you I could
tell you more in one day than I have time to write in a week. I havent
had any letter from you since the one Harkins brought. The mail has
stopped here, and I dont know when it will start. I hope I will get
homesometime & then we will enjoy ourselves around our own fireside,
Riddy I have enjoyed very good health since I left home except about
one month. I was wry unwell. T am now very flesha. I weigh

176 pounds, The rest of the toyes is all well as common, James

has been sick tut he is well. Biddy, I sometimes think this war will
have to end shortly for the wani of provisions, it the way they are
spining them out they may last a long time yet. We drew 2 1lbs of tread
stuff to do us 3 days, the last time we drew, and stuff it was te. It was
wheat, oates, rye & I dont krow what else, all ground up together and
not bolted. We have been getting flower withoul belting for sometime
and not more than half emuf at that. Now let those that are fighters
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come out and take that an fight on it for a while at $11 a menth, and
then the money die om their hands and mild up the specolators and
see how they like it, Our Congress is always going to do powerful
things for the soldiers & every act sinks the soldiers and raise the
extortioner & speculator, I have lost all confidence & I would mot
give a fig for a hope without faith & any man that has faith in our
success, or in our leaders, they hawe a bigger heart than I have,or
a different eye,

Biddy, you said Brother Springfield was going to preach
& sing at Mt. Lebanon en the Lth Sunday & that is tomorrow, 0, if T
couldbe at home to go to meeting with you. I love to hear him preach.
I have not heard but twe sermons since I left home., I hope to live to
see this thing end & get home to enjoy my family and fireside. Biddy,
it looks like I cant get anything home from here. I sent letters by
every one that gees & you dont get them. I sent Fanny a book by Bebe & he
Jost it. T sent a letter byPamp Bebe & you said nothing about it.
I sent a letter and Martha a pr. of shoes by Bell, amd you said nothing
of it. I sent a letter and Fanny another book hy Ogdon. I hope you
will get that. Bobe lost the beok I sent by him. Biddy you spoke of
so many things stepping in the way that you seldom found a heart te pray.
You must not fret at little things. I will close. Excuse bad writing
for I am very nervous today, I remain yours

Wm. M. Strwart,

To BES'
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"Murfreesborough, Tenn.
Wednesday, Nowmber 19, 1862,

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: I seate myself to write you a fiew lines to let you
know how I am getting along. I am well today& hope when this comes

to hand it will find you and the children well and also the connections
and friends, I recd, your letter of the 27th Oct. last Sunday & was
very glad to hear from you all that you all was well & getting along as well
as you are. I hawent anything of much interest to write te you. We
are yet at Murfreestorough but I cant say how long we will stay here.

We was ordered atout a week ago to keep 2 days rashions ceoked on hand;
that we might start at a moments warning, I dont krow which way we will
go when we leawe, Some think we will go to Meete the Yankeys tut I am
rather of the opinion that we will fall back toward the River, for the
Yankeys 1s advancing on us and we have a large army 35 miles South of here
& I think if we was going to meet them that we would have more men here,
& they are moving the Comisarys from here as fast as they can. I think
as soon as they get all ef the provisions away & the Yankeys crowd us
that we will fall back to a suitable place & make a stand, I dont know
how many men we have here it I dont suppose we have more than 10,000
here and you know that is not emf to make much of a fight tho we may te
reinforced & move forward or stay here, I think there will be a fight
somewhere in this ceuntry before long if the Yamkeys still come en.

Our Pickets says they are in 15 miles of this place,

Biddy I wrote you that the time ef the fight at Nashville
that Morgan plaid smar’ & se he did but it was on a small scale just as
usuale The Yankeys has reenforced strongly since that %ime I suppese,
Biddy, I expect you think if you was here you cold write lots of news, so
I oold, There is more news here than I cold write in a week if I was
to try but I am going to quit writing war news for & dont want to tell
anything that is not sow & the way for a man to keep from btlowing is not
to say anything about war news Wt I just give it as I get it. I dont
tell war news for the truth,

November 20,
I will continue my letter. It takes 2 or 3 days to write a letter here.
I dont get more than I have to write in a day. We have to drill nearby,
study & I get tired of one old song all the time, The loyes are generally
well that you are acquainted with, James, Til, Jabez, J, Holliman,
T. Montgomery, J. Hughey are all well, T, McGraw is sick. He had a
chill yesterday, Tell Sarsh E,, that Billy is well & hasent had a letter
in a lorg time & he is very amdous te here from home., Biddy I got to
think that I would never get another letter. The one I got Sunday is
the first since Harkins got back & from what you said there is one behind
the one I got. I am glad that I got the one that had the poetry in it.
Biddy you have certainly got to be a perfect poet if you composed that,
for it is hard to theate shore, You said mt to let any tedy see it for
$5.00, but it was so good I had to show it to seme. They think it is
very good, I shant try to beate it, but I am going to keep it.
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Biddy, I would like to be at home to see you and talk a while .

I cold enjoy myself better than T can here in the celd and smoke

tut I recon it will not always be this way, I hope the day isnot
far distent when the war will seas & I & all my friends will get

home to live with our compamions, Biddy the dog has been acted

by our officers. I say officers =- not officers tub stiimgs.

There has been half a dozen detailas to go home since we came in camp
& they have all been made secretly & I blame the officers for it.

Bill Davis is detailed now to go home & no tody kmew it til it was

all fixed up & it makes me mad to know the reson they do so. Biddy,

I dont like the officers & they know it. I never cold stoop to a
fool but there is one thing, I am coming home between this and the
1st of March, if I live., Mark that, I think I can get a furlow

this winter., I tell you the men is all getting out of heart & mad

& if there is not somethirg don before long the string is out.

Biddy excuse my bad writing & composition for I am about half mad & cant think
of anything to write & T just as soon fight some men in this Reg. as a
Yankey,. Biddy I will close, Tell Brother John & Billy to write me
& to stay at home 41l they get stout & I dont care if they still stay,
for I believe we are all better Wb at home, Biddy do the best you cane
I hope it will not be lo ng til I will be at home., Tell Fanny &
Martha Pap wangs to see his Babys, Write often so nothing more.

Wm. M, Stewart,
T» Biddy E. Stewart,

May God Bless us all & preserve our lives & help us to meete again.
I remain your affectionate husband

P.0. November 22, I am well this morning. I wrote this to send
by Davis but he is so:long getting off & I dont kmow whither he will
get off at all or not nor I dont care. They had it fixed up but
Breckinridge has a sayso in 1t & he has not assined the @etail yet
so I will send it by mail. N
Wm, M. Stewarte
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"Murfreesborough, Tenn,
Nov, 26, 1862,

Miss Mary F & Martha A Stewart:

My dear little daughters as I am writing to so many I will recollect you
and write you a fiew words to keep you from forgetting Pap. I am well
and hope that when you get this you will be well., Your Maw said in her
letter that you had the sore eyes. I was serry to hear that for the
sore eyes is very painful, and I hope they are well by now. Pap

wants to see his little girls very bad & I know you want to see Pap.

T never see a little girl without thinking of Mary and Martha, I go
into town and there I see a great many little girls and boyes and I
think of you. I semetimes my some apples, and then I think ef my
babes, I will tell you about a little pet we had in our camps

What do you recon it was. I will tell you, it was a little squirrel,
We cut down a tree and trimed it up for weed, and I used it for a seat
all day, and the next day John Holiman found a little squirrel in it.
We got it out and kept 1t some days in a box and plaid with it, and
then John took it up to town and gave it to a little boy, so it is in
good hands, I want to see your little celt. You must feed it and
keep it fat se it will be pretty when Pap comes home. I kmw you are
smart little girls for Maw said you picked some peaches for Pap. Well
you must save them til I oome home & we will eat them, You mist
save some goobers til Pap comes, Mary do you learn in your book any?
You must learn to spell and Pap will get you a new book when he comes
home, Then we will get you and Martha some new shoes. This much T
know, if you are to see Pap coming, you must run tord him and open the
gate and hug Pap, Mary I expect you are large emuf to help and coek,
You must be a smart girl., I love you and take care of little sis,
You are Paps girl and Martha is Paps baby. Fanny you must kiss Martha
for Pap & kiss little Sally, and kiss Ruby and Lucy and Aunt Puss Baby
& little Ellen, I will close. Be good girls, so nothing more,

Good By

Wm. M. Stewart,

To Fanny and Martha Stewarte"
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"Murfreesborough, Tenn.
Saturday, December 13, 1862.

Dear Biddy: I will write you a fiew linss, I am not well, ut

am yet atle for duty, I have a very btad cold and headache today,.
We hawe just returned from the field. We have been out on review
this morning. We had 01d Jeff Davis to look at us today, together
with Brag, Polk, Breckemridge, Buckner and various other officers.

I suppese that Joseph E. Johnston is going to take command here, in
Brags place. Biddy, there is many a gsoldier here, and if we have
to fight here, it will be a powerful battle. I dont know what
brought Davis here. It is supposed that he came to see the officers
and counsel with them about the proposition that Lincoln has made.
They say that Lincoln has proposed to give up the Gulf States and let
the others take a vote to go North or South just as they please.

I dont krow whither Iincoln has done this or note That is the news
here. If it has and the South dont take it I will always thihk that
theycought to. I think that is fair & I think that it is almost
too fair for it to be so., I hope it is so. If it is I think
Davis will take it.

We have a very blustery day. It is very cold up here
and our boyes need their clothes very bad, Binion hasent gott here
yet, and we are looking for him every day. I am needing some shoes
very bad. I cant wear my new shoes that you sent me. I am wearing
my old ones yet. I aim to swap with some of the boyes when theirs
come 1f I can & if I cant, I dont know what I will do.

Biddy, 01d Talbird is back here again. I was in
hopes that he would never get tack again, and he is just as hateful
as he eyer was. Barlan Has qult and gone home and we hawe 0ld Spruel

and a little Kentucky flunky for doctors.

Biddy, we have made another large draw. We got the great
sum of $11,00, a month's wages and there is about $70,00 dve us, T
believe that they just allow to pay us emuf to Wy what little things
wer obliged to have and our families may shift. I cant see what is
the reaon they couldnt pay us all as well as what they did. I know
that they have the moneys I could send 15 or 20 dollars home if T
knew you needed it, but you can get what you need from your Pap,

You had better buy a tushel or two of salt if it costs
$25,00 a tushel if you can get it. We have to do without salt here
half the time & I know the bad of it. We have to eat our beef without
salt sometimes. I offered a man a $1,00 for a pint of salt the
other day & he would not take it. Biddy I will close., I want to
see you the worst I ever did. T hope that it will not be long until
I will get to come home & see you all, I hope that God will preserve
our lives & help us to meet again. So no more. I remain your loving

husban. Good by,

Wm. M, Stewart.
To Biddy E. Stewart"

T will send you a ring",








