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"Camp L1 Ala. Regt.
Richmon on James River,
June 12, 186k,

Dear Biddy: T will write you a fiew lires to let you know that I
am well and the boyes is all well from our settlement that is her.

I hope this will reach ahd find you all well. Biddy I have no news
to write of any interest. We came here yesterday & have just got in
off picket. We are in a very dangerous place rite facing the enemy
and their gun boats. We picket in 150 yard:s of the Yankeys and can
see them plain tut we dont shoot often. T cold have taken a gun &

Klied one any time it there is no use in pickets fighting so we have

quit firing tut hostiletyes may te raised in any hand for what I know,
We haw strong works here & I hope we will defend them but things are
in a pretty fix here for a heap of hard fighting, Biddy I havent
recd any letter from you simce the one dated May 10th. I recd one
from John dated May 2Lith. He wréte atout yous I answered his the
other day. Biddy I want you to write often, I will write yduever
chance I have to send them out, T have but little chance to write
now, tt I have a chance to send it out & I will let you know I am
well. I krow that you are always glad to hear that, Ib alwas
gives me satisfaction to heare that you are all well than anything else.
I will close. Excuse my shortness for I havent time to write more.

I hope I will heare from you soon. I remain yours as ever.

Wm. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewarte
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"hlst Ala, Regt. Petersburg, Va,
July 15th, 1864,

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Companion, I will write you a fiew lines to let you know that

I am yet alive amd in tolerably good health, but our condition here

is very critical and has been for sometime, and it gets no better & I
fear it will not, We are under heavy fire of shells constantly, and I
am writing now and the shells bursting about 1 a mimute, But I am yet
unharmed, We have been in this condition about 1 month and how long
we will have to remain so, I cant say. I hope there will be a change
shortly in our favor, but I cant see any prospect of it yet, We will
hope it is found. We loose some men every day from the Brigade. There
has been 2 wounded this morning in our (paper torn), one in the arm
& the other in the nose, (Paper torn) &uUr company yet. The Capt. was
wounded and Sen, Officer. I havent heard from him in sometime, I
hope he will be at home soon. The way is open now so the train can run.
Brother James came in the other day. He is here now. He is a little
better» health than he was when he was with us before. I do not know
how long he will stay & whither he will try to get off on detail or not.
He has not desided yet. I like to have him with me but I am reddy to
give him up at any time to get him where he can do better & will do all
I can to get him off if he wants to go. Biddy I havent recd any letter
from you since June the lste I am amdous to hear from you all but I
hope you are doing well. I am looking for a letter today. I learn the
mail has gone to Richmon for this Brigade & I think it will be down
todaye Bilddy, I want to be at home the worst I ever dide I wani to
see you all amd I want to be out of this dangsr, tut when it will be over
I cant tell, and who will live to see the end is unkmwwn, When I am

in a dangerous place I think more of home & family & friends than any
other time. We have heard that Atlanta has gone up, but I hope it is
not so. Biddy I dont think this war can last long, I am of the
opinion this campaign will wind it up Wt the way it will go is not for
me to say. If T am blessed with 1life to see 1t end & get home and

find you are alive, I shall try to be content, let it go as it may.

Of corse I have a grate desire that we shall come out victorius as much
as any Wdys.eee ( paper torn next two lines - camot read) on terms we
have to take, Biddy I hope you are §Jl well & doing well. You must |
excuse by bad composed letter for the shells is very demoralizing as

the boyes call it, I will close, GCive my love to all relatives & sriends
& receive for yourself. Kiss Fanny and Martha for me & tell Martha to
help little Polly for me, Write often. I remain yours most
affectionately. |

Wm, M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart.

May God help & sawe us all."
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"Ditches near Petersburg, Va.
July 18th, 186L.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart,

Dear Companion: Again T take up my pen to let you know that I am
tolerably well & I hope this will reach and fimd you all well and doing
well, I saw Dr. Shelton yesterday, He told me that you was well.
He said he saw your papa a few days before he left home. He also said
he saw you not long before he left at Bells, He says crops is wonder-
fully good and that our part of the Confederacy is in better condition
than it has been since the war, I hope that is so for if there isnt
some part in a better condition than we are here it is a bad chance,
for it is a critical time here and Va. cant make any corn this year.
The corn is deads There just hasent been any rain here since the 12th
of May to do any goode I am very tired of living in the ground. We
have to keep our heads low and they shell us all the time from their
morterss We have boom proofs dug in the ground and covered with logs
and dirts They kill some of our men every day. We have lost 1 killed
today and 3 wounded., 1 of them mortaly in our Regt, I dont know what
this seige will terminate in. T hope it will close shortly. Several
of my Co. is very puny, but those that is well are very cherful, Hard
times has become natural and no one notices it much, J.T. Holiman is
at the hospital, He is not very sick. He is worn out and needs rest.
Brother James and F, Cargal is not well amd some others you are mot
acquainted with,
I hope we will come out all rite some day. I am of
the opinion that 6 months will tell the fate of this war and I hope it
will for I am as for peace as I will ever be, but I fear the result.
I see N, Carolina is running a peace candidate for Gov,, but I dont think
that is any sine of peace for one state alone cant make peaces I think
she will get into it deeper than ever if she dont mind. But as the
Boyes says, I am no general or corporal, so I dont know what is best.
Biddy, we hawe been getting lots of letters for a fiew days, but it has
not come my turn yet. The boyes has nearly all got letters but James
and Til and me. We havent got any yets tut I hope we will get some Scone
T want a late letter from you as bad as I ever dide I want to krow how |
your crop is of both wheet and corn and how you are getting along.
Mrs. Holliman wrote to John that you was well and doing well. Biddy, if
I live til this seige is over and I think I will get to come home and see \
you all either on furlow or to stay. I have said I think so for this
campane vould end the war. We heard from the Capte the other day. |
He is doing well. He said he boped to be with us before long, and I
Hope he wi]l for it is harder on me when he is gome. I hawe cormand of |
the Co. and have more to do than when he is present. I will close.
You must excuse my uninteresting letter for I cant write much under the
circumstances. Give my love to all my relatives and friends amd receive
for yourself. Kiss Fannie and Martha for me. I remain yours as ever. |

¥m, M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart"





image10.jpeg
"Biddy, as I havent had an opportunity of sending my letter off til now,
I will write some more, Affairs are unchanged up til this morning,
except that we had a fine rain yesterday. You ought to see how muddy
we are. This morning before more rain we were in dust over our shoes,
& now we are in mud as deep. The Yankeys are still sharpshooting and
shelling us and I fear will remain at it for some time. It is very
dangerous, Cousin George Womack was wourdled yesterday ty a piece of
shell. Elias Turner was mortally wourded the day before. I havent
heard whether he is dead or not yet, Biddy, I received 3 letters
yesterday, 2 from you and 1 from Mollie, I was very muchppleased to
hear from you all ..e that you was all doing well, and the general news
of the settlement, tho the letters were not of very late date, yours

of the 9th and 15th of June, Mollie's of the 21st of June, I was glad
to hear that you had a good crop and was getting along with your work
smoothly, however you said your bottom was too wet to work and very
grassy. I hope you have bden alle to clean it up before now. You did
not say whether your wheet was good or note. You said it was ripe and
your Pap wa goirg to cut it for you. I hope you will bte atle to get it
saved and have halled to the thrasher. You must tell me in your next
letter how much you made,

Biddy, you are often wanting to know what I want in the
line of clothing. Dont let that trouble you, for I cant get clothes,
and if so I wont fighte Bat if you can ard want to make me some
clothing T will te proud of them. If I live and have to stay out rext
winter I will meed atout 1 suit, coat, pants, socks, shirt or 2 shirts.

I would like the best kind to have some co’ored shirts ¢... the white ones
get dirty so quick. I can draw plenty of clothing but 1t is very trifling
amd T have all of it to sew over, Biddy, I would send you some money
tut T dont suppose you are kneeding it & I dont know when we will draw
again, I had to do without a lorg time before we drew and they didnt

pay me half that was due me & if a man buys anything here he soon has no
moneye Biddy you said you were going to start Fanny to school.

That is what I want you to do. Send her all the time they is a school.
Tell the children they will have to take care of her, and try to get her

to learn fast,

BRiddy, how I would lovwe to be at home this morning to take
some fried chicken & biscuits, and milk and mtter & go to the fields & |
get some watermelons and peaches, it I céuld very well go on what I have
here if I could e at home with you and the babes. So no more. I will
send this ty Capt. Bell. Good by.

Wn. M. Stewart, \
To Biddy E. Stewart", ‘
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"Trenches near Petersturg, Vae
August 3, ;IB&‘“»E e

Dear Biddy: Through the Blessings of God I am agaln permitted to take
my pen to let you know how I am getting along. -, My health is toleratly
good & I hope this will reach you and in due time & find you all well

& getting along likewise, Our condition is unchanged up to this time,
We are still in the trenches & subject to the fire of both sharpshooters
and shells, There are some casualties in our Regt. nearly every day,
but Co. "H" is all rite yet. There was 2 men severely wounded in our
Regt. yesterday. Richson of Co. "B through the neck & Williams of
Coe "A" thru the hips. 2nd Lieut. Fleming of Co. "B" was struck with

a camnon ball the other day and instantly killeds His hold head torn
offo

Biddy, we had an exciting time here last Saturday abtout
day lite. = The Yankeys Hlew up one of owr batteries alout a halfs mile
on our rite. They tunneled under it & Hew it up with 1000 pounds of
powder, They Hlew up about the length of 3 companies & killed nearly
all them men of them companies, and charged the lines with a heavy force
& taken atout 5 or 600 yards of our works & held them til evening,

Our men made 2 charges before they got them back. Then we succeeded in
getting them and now hold them, It was a terrible slaughter & the worst of
it all it was negroes that done the fighting mostly & they cam yelling

w quarters to the D. Rebells, but they suffered for it. Owr men killed
them in piles. The like was hardly ever seen,

Our Brigade did not charge but it suffered from camnon and
morter fire consideratly, A1l the artilery along the line on toth sides
was opened and the earih fairly trembled. It was thought that they are
tunneling under our brigade, and we have commenced t. help them. I think
about morning we will hit some of them, I think that was a low downthing
tut if they commence it we will have to do so to. It showed that they
know they will get it if they charge us.

Biddy I havent received any letters from you since I wrote
the last time. I got yours written July 1st. I am very anxious to hear.
I want to kndw how you are getting along & how your crop is. I heard from
Tuscaloosa Co, the other day. Crops are very good. I Hope you all have
good arops in old Fayette. 0, how I would like to be at home this morning
to enjoy your company and get some fruit and watermelons. We get none here,
Little melons as lapge as my fist are worth 10 to 15¢. I havent eate one
yete I have to buy some rashions. An officer is alowed to iy an
extra rashon, It is very dear but I dont consider the money worth any-
thing to keep and I might as well use it.

Biddy, we had a flag of truce on the lst to berry the dead
& we got to see the Yankeys. I tell you they poured out of their works
like ants, They have 2 strong lires & we have mt one, but they cant run
over us directly. They are the friendliest felows you ever saw tut they
all ought to be hung.

The boyes are all well., Brother James is with us. The
doctor would not examine him. He staid at the hospital a fiew days
& they sent Him back, He is in better .health thgn he was when he first
came back from Atdngdon. T.H. South, J.T. Holiman, J.L. Hughey, and
Te Cargil are all well, I recon Capt, Bell is home hy nows I heard
of him at Opalaca, Alabama on his way. I hope he will have a good time
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ROSTER
Company "B*, lL1st plabama Infantry Regiment, C.S.A.
(From original Muster Roll, dated May 29, 1862 at
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, filed in the Alabama State
Department of Archives & History, Montgomery, Alabama).

OFFICERS

Captain, J.C. Kirkland, age 50,

1st Lieut. leroy F. Shelton, age 2k,

2nd Lieut, David W. Stokes, age 23,

Brevt, Lieut, Marcus W, lowe, age 27,

1st Sergeant, Elijah C. Coozer, age 20,

2nd Sergeant. Wesley W. Propst, age 22,
3rd Sergeante William Hlakeney, agd 29,
Lth Sergeant. John N. Propst, age 23,

Sth Sergeant, Daniel E. Propst, age 22,
1st Corporal, Nathan P, Richardson, age 19,
2nd Corporal. Augustus H, Waddell, age 19,
3rd Corporal, Isaac N. Ashcraft, age 17,
Lth Corporal., Henry W, Stokes, age 20.

ERIVATES,

Anderson, Wm. J. age 20,
Brooks, John W., age 22,
Carrol, Marsoh H. age 19,
Carrol, Isaac E, age 22,
Cooper, Joshua M, age 29,
Eooper, Robert Mm, age 21,
Cooper, Elias M, age 19,
Clark, James M, age 20,
Cook, James W., age 37,
Gregg, Brank. age 26,
Gray, Isaac L., age 23,
Harris, Augustus M, age 29,
Hailey, Ruban T., age 39,
Hughes, Wm. M., age 22,
Holinger, Thomas J., age 21,
Hailey, Wm, M. age 16,
Hamby, Charles P., age 32,
Hughes, James T., age 31,
Hardin, Larkin I., age 22,
Hardin, William, ape 21,
Hardin, David A., age 19,
Holirger, Asa S., age 27,
Holly, N., age 39,

Hamby, Jesse M., age 18,

s Holinger, Francis M., age 22,
Jimnings, Louis J., age 20,
Johnson, Moses C., age 20,
Lowrey, Austin G., age 25,
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"March 3lst, 186L.

Biddy, as I did not get to send any letter yesterday I will write a
little more., Brother James has got up here. He left the Co. at
Greenville. He gives out on the march, He is puny but able to

bte about. Tilmon is puny but with the Company yete J.Te Holliman
is with the Co. and nearly gives out. J. South is at the hospital
at Abingdon, Virginia, He 1s better. The rest is all well., James
says he hasent heard from home since he left. I am here walting for
orders to come home soon and I hope I will get home afterwhile. You
must do the best you can and hope for better times. Write often.

Be shure to send me a letter by every one that comes home for that is
all the way I get any letters latle., I send you a letéer by every
one I see going to the settlement. I sent Fanny a book by Bobo, but
I heard he lost his knapsack and I recon he lost the book too, and I
sent Martha a pr. of shoes by Sgt. Bell but I am afrald there are too
small. I would give all that I am worth to see Fanny and Martha

and no less to see you tut a great deal more., I will close. Give my
love to inquiring friends and receive for yourself. Remember me in
your prayers and beleave me to be yours most affectionately.

W.M, Stewart

To Biddy E. Stewart",

NOTE: This letter probably originated in a camp somewhere north

of Abingdon, Virginia, while the Company was on the march to Richmonc<,
Virginia, The letter was written on both sides of a letter head of
Stern, Rosenheim & Co., Main Street, Bristol, The heading of the
letter head readss "Highest prices paid for any country produce.
Constantly on hand a full assortment of dry goods, ready made clothing,
boots & shoes, hats & caps, groceries, hardware, tinware, leather,
saddelry, jewelry etc." This letter also was apparently an after-
thought or post script to another letter written the previous day.
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"Dreweries Bluff, Va.
May 9, 186k,

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart,

Dear Biddy: I will write you a fiew lines to let you know where I

am & how I am getting along. We are on the James River, 8 or 10

miles below Richmon., We are expecting a fight here soon. The Yankeys
are below here and they are reported to be advancing this morminge Our
men have engaged them below here a fiew days ago and claimed to have
drove them back, but General Johnson was killed or captured. He is
missing. We are in an fortification but I have no idea that we will

get to fight behind them. We will be thrown in front of them when the
encmy comes up near us as we generally do. I expect we will have to
fight hard here soon. I am dreading it tut trust in Providence & stand
up to my part. Blddy there is a heap of war news here but you will

here it wfore you get this, It ig said that Lee has whiped

up where he is and we here a good deal of war news, Biddy we have a
hard time marching since we came here as we had in Tenn., but we get
better rashons here. Biddy I am in good health and the boyes are
generally well. I havent heard from James since he left me, neither have
I heard from you. I am very amxious to hear from you. The order

has come for our Co, to go on picket. I am excused and will remain

in camp, I was elected Lieut. the other day and ordered before the

Board yesterday, I stated the circumstances to the Board and they gave
me a week to prepair myself. I was not examined. I heare a man
examined and I am sahisfied that I cold have passed but I thought for

fear T would claim time as I had a right to do so, I think I can

pass without much trouble in two weeks, but if this fight comes off
sooner I may not be alle to go anywhere but that is the risi. I hope

I will come out all rite. J.F. Bell ran against me but I beate him,

yet I did not want the office much, but I cold not get shed of the

boyes. They would elect me anyhow, I dont want to be rejected after
elected. J.L. Hughey was writing but he had to go on picket & did not
get to finish his letter., He says tell his wife he is Well, J.T.
Holliman recruit has gone up. He left us 2 days ago and we dont know
where. I am afraid John (JTH) will not get his furlow tho it was sent
up before he left, It is just with the Cole, for it will be apt to come
tack alright. He has not heard from it since it started up. I hope

he will get to come home tut it is doubtful. Well Biddy, I wamt you

to write often. I havent time to rite much now, The mail is going |
to start out and I want to send this out, I will write again soon as I
can, that is if I am left here in the expected fight. I hear the cannon |
booming this morning. Give me all the news in your letter. I will write
more in my next. Tell me atout John (his bro)e I havent recd any letter
from him since I left home. I wrote him one. I will close, excuse

tad writing for it is do in hasty Give my love to relatives & friends &
receive for yourself. Kiss Fanny and Martha for me. May God bless us all ‘
while in this world and save us in the end is my prayer. Good by Biddy.

Wm. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart.” |





image3.jpeg
"Camp llst Ala, Regt.
Dreweries Bluff, Va,
May 2k, 186kL.

Dear Companion. I will write you a short letter to let you know

that I am yet living & in tolerally good health & I hope this will
reach you and find you & family all well and also the relatives and
friends, Biddy I hawent written you for two weeks. I hawe leen
thinking I would get a letter from you but I have given out that idea.
I havent received a letter since Ellis came back. But, if I cant
hear from you I know you want to hear from me & I will write. Biddy

it has proved to te as I fearfdl it would be when we cam here. I was
afraid we had changed tad for worse. We have had a bad time since we
came here., We have been marching and fighting ever since we got to
Richmond. We went past out East to meet them. Then they came in
South. We marched there to meet them, then they came in North, amd

we went there to meet them and had a considerable brush and ran them
off, While we were up there they came in South and took the outer
line. We went to meet them and there for 3 or L days we skirmished
with them, without anything gained., At length the Generals determined
to drive them back. On Sunday 15th at knight, the whole army was
drawn up in line of Battle & marched out, Our Regt. was deployed as
skirmishers and had a few runins &hat night, We lay in line of battle
all mght and at break of day the 16th we waked our line and moved
upon them alout sun rise, Then the dreadful work began, For alout
i or 5 hours it went on. Atout 10 oclock we routed them. We had our
own fortificatlons to take from the Yankeys together with improvements
of theirs & you know it was a hard task, but we made it with a heavy
loss both killed and wounded. Our loss was much heayder than that of
the enemy, We taken over 1000 prisoners. They say they had ruther
go to Richmond under guard than to fight. We taken a Brigade and the
general that commanded it. Lucy for our regiment we was put on the
xtreme left and the line was weak & we drove them back easy where our
Regt, faught, and taken several prisoners. Our Co., did not lose any
men see 2 8lightly wounded, The U3rd, 59th and 60th on our right was
cut up very badly. Co. "F" of the 43rd was nearly all killed & wounded.
John Dodson lost his left leg below the knee, I heard from him the
other day. He was doing very well. He says that he is nnt uneasy
it that he will get well, The three Corbet boys was wounded and
several others you know, tut you will get that by the papers before
you get this. We run the ¥ankeys to their gun boats and lay under
fire of them three or four days. They threw balls and shells at us
that weighed 200 pounds. Tt looks like a hardware store coming at us
every time they fired shells at us. We were relieved the other day
and came out here, We are in houses here guarding some forts and
doing toleratly well tut cant tell .ee The Yankeys are moving on
Richmond eeeso are driving lee oesee miles of there now & we are
going to have the worst time bhere has been during the war. I am of
the opinion that Grant allows to beseige the place & I fear he will

be hard to handle, but I will say but little atout that. Biddy,
among all my good luck I have had a little tad., I speak of good because
I came out safe so far. T know that i% is the hand of kind Providence
that trought me safe so far and I am very thankful. The bad luck I
spezk of is that I lose my knapsack and everything I had except what

I had on and that was very little, I Lose my coat and vest, my books
and all the papers and envelopes & the socks you sent me by James

and my shoe tools, They was worth $50,00, and several other things.
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In all I lost $100,00 worth at least. That is tiree pair of socks
I have lost since last year, Considering it all I do very well
& been powerful hlesst to be alive and I dont take little things to
heart if I can be Ylessed with life & health, T shall be very thankful,
I recd. a letter from Brother James last eawening. He is at Abingdon,
Virginia,. He says he is a little better than he was when he 16ft
me tut is very puny yet and the pain is very bade He says he is going
to leave there as soon as possible. The doctors wont let them do
anything toward retiring him from field service, only they detailed him
in that hospital but he has not bin alle to do anythirng he has been
there, I wish he was at a good hospital where he cold be satisfied.
If he came to the command he cant stand up to what Ive had to do here.
If he could have gone tefore the review toard I had the influence of
Dr. Beard, I think he would have done something for being hert,
The board was on the eve of wavering when his papers came & they sent
him off. Biddy you want to know what we have to eate, I know, well
we have teen getting plenty since we came to Richmon, good boalted meal
& bacon, some peas & some sugar & coffee. Sugar and copfee has alout
piaid out now, tut we have greens a plenty. You never saw polk sallet
tread & mtter & all kins of weeds fly so in your life. We have greens
every day when we are not fighting. I cold have gotten out of this
fighting lately if I would, but I took my gun & went it all the time.
T dont feel rite staying out when my friends has to go, I will go with
them & share with them. I was elected Lieut. on the 6th of this month
& was given time to study as I had been away so long. I was excused from
all duty, but I dun my duty on my own accord. I went tafore the Board
yesterday & was assigned to duty as 2nd Lt. of Company "H", The health
of our Co, is goode All the boyes that is with the Co. from our
settlement are Well, Til, JG, & T. Cargall are all well, Biddy I
want you to send me letters by every chance & tell me all the news.
I cant see whi I cant get letters Yy mail, Some of the boyes in our
Co. get letters regularly by mail. You know how to back them I know, |
& why they dont come, I cant tell, I know you write, or I believe you
do at least, I recon I have written emf. You must excuse me for
cranching my writing for so I recond you caneread it. Paper is worth |
50¢ a sheet & I have to be saving. I am out of money, We havent
drawn any money in a long time. I recon we will draw soon. We will
draw clothing today the Col., says. I understand that H.H. Reed has an ‘
independent company and is robing the citizens in that part, but I dont
think they idll let him go on long. He ought to be in the servis & I
hope they will put him in soon. I will close, write often & I will
rite every chance. Give my love to all relatives and inquiring friends.
Receive for your self, kiss the babes for me. May the blessings of Géd
continue with us & may we be permitted to meet & live a happy life |
together in this world & be saved in the next is my prayer, so Farewell
for this time.

Wm M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart,

Be shure in tacking your letters to put Gracies Brigade."
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"Camp llst Ala. Regte
Chaffins Bluff, near Richmond,
May 29, 186k,

Mra. Biddy E. Stewart.

Bear Companion, I take my pen this beautiful Sabbath morning to write
a few lines from which you may know that I am yet living and in tolerably
good health,. I have but 1little news of interest to write from the

fact &t hasent been but a few days since I wrote you. I had not recd

a letter from you in a long time, but the very day I mailed my letter

I received one from you and 2 from Puss to James, I mailed James to
him, I received another from you that bore the date from 9th and 10th
of May¥. You may imagine how glad I was on its receipt. There is
nothing that gives me so much comfort as that of a letter from you
informing me that you are well & doing well, Biddy I was much pleased
with your last letter, You gave so much news & I think from your letter
that you are in good spirits. I like to kmow that you do not give way
to little matters and get low in spirit ... that is, so far as worldly
matters go. We all should feel of course, humble toward God and
Dependent on Him for life in this world, or the world to come.

Well I gave you all the fresh news the other day in
my letter & mwthing of interest has transpired since then, We are
tolerably quiet here at present, Some 1little picket fighting in hearing
of ws nearly every day but no advance particularly, tut we are looking
constantly for a general engagement between Xee and Grant, but I hope
we will not be in it. We have charge of some forts here on the river
and I hope we will stay here. It is thought we will, but we are subject
to orders ¥et some troops has to stay here & I think we have as good a rite
as any, General Gracle aims to stay if he.can. He has a good garden
am a rosten ear patch & has them cultivated & I know he will stay &f he
can. Yet he is one of the worst men I ever saw to pitch into a fight.

I believe he loves to get into a fight & he does not stack back himself,
He pitches in & goes with his men. He got his horse shot in the charge
the other day and he left him & went in line cursing and hollering, but
that wasnt smart, Biddy, I am glad to hear of them fellows that was
lying out having to go to the servis for I know that they was no use to
the country, but on the other hand a disadvantage to 1t,

I was glad to hear of the hospital being broken up
over the ridge for I kmow rashions was getting scarce & they would have
to come from some where & I hope they have moved the patients to where
rashions is plenty and of corse cooked to his hands & I suppose from
what I can hear a large bunch of boyes accompanies them when they go
to him, so I hope he is safe. (Meaning not clear). Biddy you wanted
to know if I was wanting any clothes. I wrote you in my last letter
abtout losing all of my clothes it I have drawn a mew suit and pants of
very nice clothing & good clothing. If you have any shirts for me that
are colored é& have a chance I would like for you to send me 1 or 2, but
dont send them unless thay can come ly a safe hande If I should live
til winter and have to be out, I would like to have a coat and pants of
gray jeans but not until fall. If you kmit me any more socks dont krdt
them so thick. They hurt my feet in marching. Biddy I would try to
get a furlow if Ttwere not such pressing times here, There is no
chance now, it I hope this pressing time will soon bte over & Ipf I get
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through safe I think I will get to come home then,

I want to see you and the children very bad wt as long
as T can hear from you often & you are well and doing well I can put
it off but I am coming home the first opportunity & I think when this
spring campaign 1s over we will have a chance to.get a furlow, Blddy.
I will dlose, I want to go to preaching & it is nearly time. Give
my love to all the relatives amd emuiring friends. Receive for yourself.
Rpmember me in your prayers & kmw me to be your very affectlonately
until death. Good by for this time,

Wm, M, Stewart,
To Blddy E. Stewart,








