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Flag: 41st Alabama Infantry
Catalogue No. 86.3936.1
() (PN10128-10129)

Order a copy print

Provenance Reconstruction:

This flag is a Department of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida issue
manufactured at the Charleston Depot. It may have been issued to the
regiment prior to their arrival in Virginia in April 1864. Flags of this pattern
were issued with red pole sleeves for artillery, yellow for cavalry and blue for
infantry. For some unexplained reason, the 41st acquired a flag with a red
pole sleeve.

The flag was captured by Corporal Franklin W. Lutes, Co. D, 111th New
York Infantry during the Confederate charge upon Federal lines at
Petersburg, Virginia March 31, 1865. Corporal Lutes was recommended for
and received the Congressional Medal of Honor. The flag was forwarded
through proper channels by both Major General George Meade and Brevet
Major General Nelson A . Miles. It was eventually forwarded to the U. S.
War Department where it was assigned Capture Number 259. It was returned
to the State of Alabama effective March 25, 1905.

In August 1905 the flag was loaned to a group of Confederate veterans for a
() reunion held in Carrollton, Alabama. The flag was returned on August 17th.

In a letter dated the previous day, William G. Robertson informed Director

Thomas Owen, Department of Archives and History, that former Colonel M.
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L. Stansel and a former flag bearer T. A. Stinson of the 41st Alabama
Infantry did not agree with the information concerning the capture of their
flag. According to the two old veterans, this flag was replaced by a new one
when the regiment was transferred to Virginia. This flag was placed in a
trunk, which was left behind in Petersburg, Virginia when the city was
evacuated and that it fell into Federal hands in that manner.! According to
them, their new flag was never captured and was surrendered at

Appomaﬂox.2 Neither the Official Records nor the War Department records
of captured flags support these claims. In fact, Lutes also captured the flag
bearer and a member of the color guard from whom he must have secured the
name and number of the regiment since the flag itself is not marked.
Additionally, Stansel had been temporarily placed in command of Moody's
brigade at the time of the engagement and was concerned with matters at the
brigade rather than the regimental level. That and the intervening 40 years,
may account for the discrepancies. The records of T. A. Stinson do not
indicate his dates of service as a flag bearer nor confirm his presence at the
engagement in Virginia.

At the time this flag was captured, the 41st Alabama Infantry was brigaded
with the 43rd, 59th and 60th Alabama Infantry regiment. The 43rd and 59th
lost their flags on the previous March 25th leaving only the flag of the 60th,
which was reported by the veterans as having been surrendered at
Appomattox.

Sources:

Curator's Object Files, Civil War Flags, Alabama Department of
Archives and History.

Woodhead, Henry, editor. Echoes of Glory, Arms and Equipment of the
Confederacy, Time Life Books, Alexandria, Virginia, 1991.

Government Printing Office, 1927.

U.S. War Department. War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. Government
Printing Office, 1880-1901.

U. S. House of Representatives, 50th Congress, st Session, Executive
Document No. 163. Captured Battle Flags: Letter from the Secretary of War
with Enclosures, In response to a resolution of the House calling for
information relative to captured standards, flags and colors, War
Department, Washington, February 16, 1888.

IThe fact that a Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida flag was
being carried by an Army of Northern Virginia unit is enigmatic. Two other
flags (the 43rd and 59th Alabama Infantry) from this brigade in the
Department's collection are Richmond Depot issues. However, the veterans
did admit to having taken a flag of this pattern to Virginia.

2There is little doubt that the flag of the 41st Alabama was captured,
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however, there is the possibility that as the result of a War Department error,
the wrong flag was catalogued.

Return to Flag index
To Civil War Military records
To Willis Brewer's Brief Historical Sketches of Alabama Units
To Civil War Unit History files
Return to ADAH homepage

http://www.archives.state.al.us/flags/066067.htm
February 16, 1999
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