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DR. JOSHUA HOLLIMAN, February 12, 196k.

"T prepose te tell this stery as it wes told te me by my
half-sister, Virginia Ann Hollimanm (1867-193L4). So far as I know the
story is basicly true. It was back in 1863 when Ben Nertham returned
from serving with the Cénfederate Army, en a furlough, to visit his wife
Nancy Jane, and their four children, in Fayette County, Alabama. Nancy
was then carrying an umborn child., Maybe this contributed to the
possibility that he may have overstayed his furlough, and gave rise to the
stery that he was killed by the Home Guards.

Anyway, Dr. Joghua Holliman visited his friend Ben Northam,
and when he started to leave, Ben accompsnied him down the read as
Holliman led his saddle horse, and walked along engaged in a lively
conversation, Nancy Jane watched them disappear around the bend of
the road, little realizing that it was the last time she would see her
husband alive,

Sometime later, Ben's body was found in water hole an
the Langston Creek Swamp, just back of the Andrew Cerbett place, in
North Fayette County, with an iron wedge driven in his throat. Since
Ben was last seen with Dr. Holliman, there was a strong suspicion that
Holliman was in some way involved with his disappearance and death.
The extreme brutality of the murder, and the unspoken feelings which the
circumstances generated, caused Dr. Holliman to leave Fayette County and
to teke up his residence elsewhere, and to change the spelling of his
name a bit. Some say that he moved to Mississippi, then to the Indian
Territory, and finally %e Arkamsas, where he lived the balance of his
life and reared a large and splendid family.

For the part of the story which was finished in Alabama,
we shall turn to J.F. Holliman, a cousin of the Dector, who was away
to the War during the action of the stery. When he returned from the
War, he married and settled on a 320 acre farm, separated from the Northam
land by about a half mile, although the two residences were about a mile
apart, J.F. Jolliman reared two sets of children on this farm. I am
the youngest of the second set, he being 67 years of age when I was bern,

The Northam farm was later operated by Ben, Jr., who was
the unborn child at the time ef his Father's deathe During the long
period from 1863 to about 1912 we had little communication between the
two families, aw there was an unspoken feeling of strain, although ne
one was blamed for it, About 1912, a year after my Father's death,

a letter was reported to have been received by seme of the Northam kin,
communicating a death bed cenfession of the murder of their Father, by

2 man named Perkins, whe was dying ef typhoid fever in Texas. Soon
thereafter, when my brothers, or I, met a Northam boy, the hand ef friend-
ship was extended, and many a time since then I personally engaged in
fierce and friendly water battles in the 01d Swimming Hole, with Feliz

or Bill Northame They Were both older than I, but were always kind
enough not to press me too hard,

When my Brother, C.C. Helliman, was first licensed as a
Baptist Minister, he and Ben Jr., established a little church, later
called 'Bethabra' near the Northam farm. They continued very close
friend® until Ben's death in 1955, at the age of 81 years.
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Thus a relationship which could have grown into an unwheleseme
thing, became warm and friendly and lasting between the two families and
their descendants.

Last Sunday I visited W.T. (Bill) Northam, the.youngest son
of Ben, Jr.,, and who new lives at the old hemestead, and talked with
him fer an hour. He verified the death of his grand-father, at the
hands of the Home Guard in the year 1863, and that when the body was
found, there was an iron wedge in his threat. I alse picked up
some slight variations on the stery from other people with whom I
checked,

I might say that when Nancy Jane Northam lived until the
surmer of 1932, and then died, that I sat up all night at her wake.
She was 97 years of age at deathy

Signed: Jehn H. Helliman,





