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~» From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>
To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Sunday, June 27, 1999 2:20 PM
Subject: Re: Orthopod results:

Dear Doc,

Sorry for the bad news. But | guess you've got some good news, too--it's
treatable. You're good, if you can diagnose it yourself. Trouble is,

that'll be a pain to have to go through that exercise program and take that
medication--for how long? Nutrition is sometimes as good as anything else.
I've toyed with that a little bit--also homeopathy, which I've achieved some
positive results with.

By the way, that information that came through the other day on William
Blakeney & kids--which William was that--1763-18087 This has it that his
kids were John, Hugh, Thomas, Fannie, Wm., Jr., Margaret, Nancy, & Mary.
This is good stuff--all | had before were J.W. (John?) & Thomas. Thanks for
that.

All these genealogical events, and I'm sitting way over here in Texas. I've

%) got to make it out there in October, and now August for the Blakeney
reunion.
Nothing momentous going on here. Lots of rain lately. Finally stopped
pretty much for the weekend. Will wait to see what happens tomorrow. Still
riding my bicycle back & forth to work when possible.
Let me get those kids of William's entered while I'm thinking about it.
Thanks again for looking at the website.
Yer cuz,
Tom
----- Original Message--—--
From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>
Date: Friday, June 25, 1999 9:43 PM
Subject: Orthopod results:
Dear Tom:

In a manner of speaking | flunked my bone test today. I've got resorptive
disease of the lumbars, 3-4 and 5, that is severe and a lot of lipping of
_the centra. Lipping is hyperplastic bone growth of the rim of the centrum
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Monday, June 28, 1999 10:17 AM

Subject: Re: Stewart kin:

Dear Doc,

Yes, | suspected that's where the Stewart came from. James Franklin is, of
course, my g-g-uncle also, so Rebecca is my g-g-aunt by marriage. Come to
think of it, | remember that letter from your Dad's notes that you sent me.

| need to include that letter on the website somehow. Yes, | still have the
list of graves, and sure enough, when | looked, there are James & Rebecca.

| just contacted somebody on my Jones line. My g-grandfather, Rev. Ed.
Jones, was a Methodist circuit rider in the 19th century. His wife, my
g-grandmother, was named Martha Hill, and it looks like I'll finally get
some information about her and her family.

I've got to scoot for now. | need to get that letter from James to Rebecca
posted.

I'll talk to you later.
Yer cuz,

Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Sunday, June 27, 1999 9:44 PM

Subject: Stewart kin:

Dear Tom:

Rebecca Utley Stewart was my g-g-aunt by marriage !!!  First Lieut. James
Franklin Holliman, son of Uriah, was my g-g-uncle. He was the brother of

John Thomas Holliman, 41st Ala. Infantry, my g-grandfather. Both of them

were prisoners of war and their Dad, Uriah, and two other brothers, died in

the Civil War ! Small world !

| have something even more remarkable ! | have the letter proposing
marriage from James Franklin to Rebecca Utley, written from his post in the
Army during the War. Want a copy ? James Franklin was probably the
most literate Holliman of his times. When released from Johnson's Island
_Prison [for CSA officers] in Lake Erie, he came home to Fayette County
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[Biuff Community] to teach school. In his first class he had all grades in
one room, and had many of his close relatives as pupils ! Among them,
brother John Thomas. | have a roster of his student body.

If you kept that listing of graves that | sent you regarding the
Holliman-Stewart Cemetery at Bluff, AL, you will find his grave and others
that you will recognize. On second thought, | still have that cemetery in
"delete" and | will forward a copy to you following this transmission.

You are correct on the Walkers: Martha Jane, my great grandma [second wife
of John Thomas].

Now, the clencher ! We will be roaming over all that hallowed ground in
October: the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery, the Caines Ridge Cemetery [site of
John Thomas and Martha Jane] and many others.

The info on William and Mary Jackson [son of Capt. John] is scanty, as is
the info on most of Capt. John's kids. We still aren't sure that those kids
mentioned on his gravestone are all that he had. | am told that South
Carolina did not start keeping good birth and death records until the
generation of Thomas Blakeney [1800-1892] and not too good even then. |
don't believe that we will ever find adequate info on Capt. John's kids, and
before his generation. Since his family originated in Ireland, the 1922
arson of the public records in Dublin by the IRA destroyed much of our
genealogical record. We will never know the absolute lineage of the
Blakeneys in Ireland.

I'll quit for now. The question on Rebecca really punched my memory reserve
! | have lots of letters from James to Rebecca, and other letters from
members of the 41st Ala. Infantry that included a number of Hollimans and
Stewarts. They type-copies of these letters make up a fairly good size

book.

Talk to you soon. Finished the critique on SIPSEY tonight and will get the
ms back to Reed this week. My best, Cuz RBH

Page 2 of 2
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: JimBlake@aol.com <JimBlake@aol.com>

Cc: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Wednesday, June 30, 1999 8:48 AM

Subject: Re: Melungeons/ Black Dutch

Page 1 of 2

Dear Reed,

Thanks for looking into the Black Dutch issue. The family of Charles Lucas
was said to be of "Black Dutch" descent. His daughter, Mary "Polly" Lucas,
was my g-g-grandmother and the wife of Uriah H. Holliman. Doc Holliman and
| are both direct descendants of Mary and Uriah. You seem to have strong
indications that "Black Dutch" is synonymous with American Indian. | was

told long before | began my search for my roots in earnest that | was 1/64
Cherokee. | didn't know, however, from what surname this ancestry
originated. Of course, before a couple of years ago, | didn't even know a
Blakeney was in my family tree. And it was only a few months ago that Doc
gave me that wealth of Blakeney information his Dad had gathered.

On the Civil War topic, | once had information that my Hollimans were Dutch
and had migrated to Alabama in the 1840s from Pennsylvania. The story | got
was that they ultimately were forced to choose between the Union and the
Confederacy when the Civil War erupted and that many of them felt so
strongly "Union" that they joined with that side and fought against their
cousins or even their brothers. Now, of course, the story of the

Pennsylvania connection appears erroneous. Most Hollimans | have
corresponded with descend from James Grantson, who was born in Virginia in
1750.

Regards,

Tom

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>; holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Cc: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>; plyday@usgs.gov
<plyday@usgs.gov>

Date: Tuesday, June 29, 1999 11:24 AM

Subject: Melungeons/ Black Dutch

> Doc-

B

>| made the long miles to Berea, KY against my better judgement. My sister
>and brother-in-law from Greeneville, TN, went with me last Saturday. We
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>arri\_/ed at Berea College just before the noon hour, but got in on most of
>the important sessions in the afternoon. The auditorium was ancient and
not

>air conditioned but the format was most interesting and now that it's over,
>I'm glad | made the trip.

>

>| found no solid evidence that any Melungeon ancestry exists in our line
but

>it may surprise you to know the Cherokee most definitely entered the
picture!

> The Dawes Commission, established to determine the land grants to the
>Cherokees has Blakeneys listed on it's rolls, spelled exactly as we spell

it

>and, having the Johns, and James, etc. that you would expect. 1 want to
>trace them later.

>

> met Dr. Brent Kennedy, the founder of the Melungeon Research Committee-
a

>brilliant and personable individual, himself a Melungeon ( discovered when
>Emory diagnosed his Erythema nodosum sarcoidosis , hereditary & peculiar to
>persons of mediterranean or middle eastern extraction )

>

>Dr. Kennedy is indeed a mixture but from what | saw it turned out well. |
>have his autographed book and more on this later....

>

>A storm is coming so I'll close...but it's pretty much as | suspected. The
>"Black Dutch" label was used to mask an Indian ancestry as often as not.

>
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Tuesday, June 08, 1999 5:15 PM

Subject: Packing your e-mail !

Dear Tom:

You have gotten a lot of stuff from me in the last 24 hours. Jeanne Hayes sent me 41 e-mails last night
about 10 PM, so | have been very busy sorting through the stuff and forwarding that which | think you could
use, even if it is redundant. | probably duped some items but better too much than too little !

Jas. Reed Blakeney is descended from William's first marriage to Elizabeth Corder. My fine comes from his
2nd marriage to Elizabeth Clanton. Newton was Reed's grandpa.

You will enjoy the URL re. my boy, Cecil James.

Wil report on the trip soon. Enjoy Jeanne's goodies. My best to all, Cuz





image2.jpeg
From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Tuesday, June 08, 1999 10:33 AM

Subject: Re: Just reporting in:

Page 1 of 2

Dear Doc,

Sorry the trip was so tiring, but hope you enjoyed it. Wish | had made it

to Nashville at least once while | was over that way. Tennessee would also
be historically significant to a Texan in that about 3 dozen men from that
state died at the Alamo alone. There were also undoubtedly many others at
the Goliad Massacre. At the time, | didn't know the Tennessee martyrs
numbered that many.

| have installed an extra link on each of the pages on our website to allow

for additional notes for each family member. You might want to take a quick
gander when you have a minute or two and see what you think. I've placed a
lot of information there already and am still working on this new project

little by little as | have the time and as | get the information.

| corresponded with Jeanne Hayes a few days ago. | had forgotten that the
Hollimans are on her husband's side of the family. She re-sent me a lot of
info, but I'm still unclear exactly how her husband ties in. | asked her to
clarify, but she hasn't responded yet.

Yes, Reed would definitely be related to me, also. This is what | can make

of what | have so far: Thomas, Reed's gg-grandfather, 1800-1892; Thomas's
son, William, Reed's g-grandfather, 1819-1862. Then this is where it gets

hazy. | have William as having 3 children: 1 son (Newton) and 2 daughters
(Bellzy Ann and Martha). | know Belizy Ann is your g-grandmother. In order

to retain the Blakeney surname, I'm assuming Reed would have to be descended
from Newton. | don't have the names of any of Newton's children, however,

one of whom would be Reed's father. Do you have this info?

Glad the photo got there in one piece. Yep, that's the alleged band of
culprits. You probably remember when your kids were still that young.
Something's wrong with my MS Explorer, but when | get it straight I'll check
out that URL you left me where your son is.

I've got some running around to do--when you have some time, give me a trip
report, will you?

Talk to you then, cuz.

- Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>
Date:  Sunday, June 27, 1999 10:33 PM
Subject: Stewart kin:

Dear Tom:

Rebecca Utley Stewart was my g-g-aunt by marriage !!!  First Lieut. James Franklin Holliman, son of Uriah,
was my g-g-uncle. He was the brother of John Thomas Holliman, 41st Ala. Infantry, my g-grandfather. Both
of them were prisoners of war and their Dad, Uriah, and two other brothers, died in the Civil War ! Small
world !

| have something even more remarkable ! | have the letter proposing marriage from James Franklin to
Rebecca Utley, written from his post in the Army during the War. Want a copy ? James Franklin was
probably the most literate Holliman of his times. When released from Johnson's Island Prison [for CSA
officers] in Lake Erie, he came home to Fayette County [Biuff Community] to teach school. in his first class
he had all grades in one room, and had many of his close relatives as pupils ! Among them, brother John
Thomas. | have a roster of his student body.

If you kept that listing of graves that | sent you regarding the Hoiliman-Stewart Cemetery at Bluff, AL, you wiil
find his grave and others that you will recognize. On second thought, 1 still have that cemetery in "delete”
and | will forward a copy to you following this transmission.

You are correct on the Walkers: Martha Jane, my great grandma [second wife of John Thomas].

Now, the clencher ! We will be roaming over all that hallowed ground in October: the Holliman-Stewart
Cemetery, the Caines Ridge Cemetery [site of John Thomas and Martha Jane] and many others.

The info on William and Mary Jackson [son of Capt. John] is scanty, as is the info on most of Capt. John's
kids. We still aren't sure that those kids mentioned on his gravestone are all that he had. | am told that
South Carolina did not start keeping good birth and death records until the generation of Thomas Blakeney
[1800-1892] and not too good even then. | don't believe that we will ever find adequate info on Capt. John's
kids, and before his generation. Since his family originated in Ireland, the 1922 arson of the public records
in Dublin by the IRA destroyed much of our genealogical record. We will never know the absolute lineage of
the Blakeneys in Ireland.

Il quit for now. The question on Rebecca really punched my memory reserve ! | have lots of letters from
James to Rebecca, and other letters from members of the 41st Ala. Infantry that included a number of
Hollimans and Stewarts. They type-copies of these letters make up a fairly good size book.

Talk to you soon. Finished the critique on SIPSEY tonight and will get the ms back to Reed this week. My
best, Cuz RBH
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o~ From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>
To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Sunday, June 27, 1999 9:34 PM
Subject: Re: William and Kids:

Dear Doc,

Thanks for clarifying the William Blakeney info. I've got all the kids
posted on the website. Other than his kids' names, | have very little
information on this William:

b. 1763 - South Carolina?
d. 1808 - South Carolina?
m. Mary Jackson

Is there anything you can fill me in on?

Sorry to hear those exercises will be long-term. That's got to be a pain in
the @#$%. | pretty much depend on my bike riding to keep me in reasonable
shape. Maybe they'll be kind of an added benefit for you.

/™ You mentioned you had some relatives named Stewart. Don't remember if |
ever mentioned it, but I've got a Rebecca Utley Stewart that married James
Franklin Holliman, son of Uriah Holliman and Mary Polly Lucas. Don't have a
whole lot of information on her, but | know she was b. 10-26-1829, d.
11-21-1883, had 4 children. What is your Stewart's name? You don't suppose
there's a connection, do you? | guess your Walker is from Martha Jane
Walker, wife of John Thomas Holliman, son of Uriah.

That Fayette County trip excites me, too. I've just got to make it somehow.
Come back when you can.

- Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Sunday, June 27, 1999 5.04 PM

Subject: William and Kids:

Dear Tom:

P That stuff that | sent you recently on William and his kids: that William
was the son of Capt. John Blakeney [1732-1832]. He [William] lived and

died in SC and is buried in the family cemetery near Capt. John. Thomas,
_one of the sons of William, is our common ancestor: my g-g-g-grandpa.
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Thomas also had a son named William: my g-g-grandpa and father of my
g-grandma, Belizy Ann. Bellzy Ann was a niece of your ancestor, Mary
Polly, who married Warren C. Holliman. it is Thomas' house that we are
going to see in restoration in October. My g-g-grandpa, William, was
killed in the Civil War.

Does this get it straight ?

We are hoping to see you in October. Plans at the moment promise a great
pilgrimage. | grew up in the Sipsey River swamp and know more about Fayette
County than probabiy any other place on earth so it will be a supercharged
emotional experience for me. | have hundreds of relatives buried in that
county: not only Hollimans and Blakeneys, but Gibsons, Carters, Bakers,
Walkers, Stewarts and others.

| don't believe that | will make the reunion on Aug. 21. If my meds and
exercise program improve my stamina, [ want to save it all for October. |
hope to be vigorous enough in Oct. to put on my boots and hike through
several woods and swamps that | knew as a kid: places where we have kin
buried or house sites. Refer to that 1850 map that | sent to you. | want

to find the sites of at least haif those mentioned in the list. 1 am now

thinking of driving down to Reed's house near Athens, GA, and going on with
him from there. | must check my roadmaps for the easiest way.

My exercise program is forever !! There is really nothing that can be done
for the bone resorption and hyperplasia so if | don't arrest this

deterioration with improved muscle tonus, the long range consequence could
be paralysis of the legs and lower back. I've been following
recommendations for 2 days now and | am sore as hell but "no pain, no gain"
It 1 know that | can't take these potent antiarthritics for long: they

will burn up your stomach.

Some rain here to relieve the drought. Haven't had to water the plants in
several days.

Nothing much else to report. | start the critique of SIPSEY tonight and
hope to return the manuscript to Reed by Wednesday.

Write when you can. My best, Cuz
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Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>
Sunday, June 27, 1999 5:53 PM

Subject: William and Kids:

Dear Tam:

Thet stuff that | sent you recently on William and his Kids: that William was the son
of Capt. John Blakeney [1732-1832] He [William] lived and died in SC and is
buried in the family cemetery near Capt. John. Thamas. one of the sons of
William, is our common ancestor. my g-g-g-grandpa. Thomas also had a son
narred Willlam my g-g-grandpa and father of my g-grandma. Bellzy Ann. Bellzy
Ann was a niece of your ancestor, Mary Polly, who married Warren C. Holliman. It
is Thomas' house that we are going to see in restoration in October. My g-g-
grandpa, Willlarn, was killed in the Civil War.

Does this get it straight 2

We are hoping {o see you in October. Plans at the moment promise a great
pilgrimage. | grew up i the Sipsey River swamp and know more about Fayette
County than probably any other place on earth so it will be a supercharged
emotional experience for me. | have hundrads of relatives buried in that county:

rot only Hollimans and Blakeneys, but Gibsons, Carters, Bakers, Walkers, Stewarts
and others.

I don't believe that | will make the reunion ont Aug. 21. If my meds and exercise
program improve my staminag, | want to save it all for October. | hope to be
vigorous enough in Oct. to put on my boots and hike through several woods and
swamps that | knew as a kid. places where we have kin buried or house sites.
Refer tothat 1850 map that | sent to you. | want to find the sites of at least half
those mertionad in the list | am now thinking of driving down to Reed's house near
Athens. GA and going on with him from there. | must check my roadmaps for the
easiest way.

My exercise pragram is forever ! There is really nothing that can be done for the
bone resorption and hyperplasia so if | don't arrest this deterioration with improved
muscle tanus, the long range consequence could be paralysis of the legs and
iower back. 've been following recommendations for 2 days now and | am sore as
hell but "no pain, no gain™ I 1 know that | can't take these potent antiarthritics for
long. they will burn up your stomach.

Some rain here to relieve the drought. Haven't had to water the plarts in several
days.

Mothing much else to report. | start the critique of SIPSEY fonight and hope 1o
return the manuscript o Reed by Wednesday.







