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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

™
To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Thursday, March 18, 1999 9:07 PM
Subject: Re: Big Surprise !! Time here: 5 PM I8 mar 99
‘ Dear Doc,
Wow--that's great news about Warren C. I'm getting the big picture now. Thanks for all you're doing on all
this. This will be the first family member I'll be able to scan into the program. | wasn't sure what you meant
about rethinking Mary Polly & Thomas Blakeney. | remember that Warren Holiman, Bonnie's ancestor,
‘ moved to Arkansas. That's where she's from.
| haven't heard back from Dad yet, but | probably will soon.
The interview went fine. | should know something early next week.
It's unbelievable you've got so much knowledge about all the grave sites, etc. Sure hope we can get together
sometime for you to show them to me. This is all pretty exciting stuff.
By the way, what's making your computer act up so much (disconnecting)? Is your ISP just disconncting you
5 with no warning? That hasn't happened to me in a while, but it was doing it pretty frequently a couple of
,‘ months ago. They've probably got a limited number of lines and when that's exceeded, it starts throwing
i‘ people off at random.
™

As usual, you're the bearer of glad tidings. | always know when I've got an e-mail from you that it's going to
be positive.

Talk at ya later, cuz.

- Tom

‘ -----Original Message-——

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
B it@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Thursday, March 18, 1999 4:25 PM

Subject: Big Surprise !! Time here: 5 PM 18 mar 99

Dear Tom:

Have | got a treat for you !! That photo of "Warren" that | thought belonged to the Arkansas
Holimans: it don't !!!! Itis a picture of your great-great grandpa, Warren C. Holliman !! | was
reading some of Dad's notes last night and my Dad recorded everything ! He recorded when and
where and who was photographed by me. The original was in the possession of Felix Holliman

\ [deceased] of Millport, AL, and as soon as | read the notes, | remembered the occasion of making
‘ the color slides of the big portrait. Today | made the pilgrimage to Blacksburg to get the photo lab
work done and your portrait of Warren C. will be ready next Friday.

‘ Warren C. Holliman [b. 2-7-1833: d. 12-1-1908] was the son of Charles Holliman and Barbary

-~ [Barbara] Holliman. Charles and Barbara came to Fayette Co. in 1836 with 2 of his brothers:
Cornelius [b. 1792] and Warren HOLIMAN [b. 1801] : al from Anson Co.., NC. Charles died in
: Fayette Co. sometime between 1840 and 1850: Warren HOLIMAN moved on to Arkansas.
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Your Warren, son of Charles, married Mary Polly Blakeney [b. 1-6-1835; d. 2-8-1896]. Mary Polly
was the daughter of Thomas Blakeney, the fellow who raised my great grandmother. When Mary
Polly died, he married Louisa F. Howard [b. 2-2-1848; d. 4-22-1901] . Louisa had acted as nurse for
Mary Polly in her final year.

Warren died in 1908 and is buried in a marked grave at Chapel Hill Cemetery in Fayette. Both of his
wives are there also. My great grandmother, Bellzy Ann Blakeney Baker, called him "Uncle
Warren" because she was very attached to his dad, Thomas, and to him because she was raised in
that household.

1 have a map of family farm sites and house sites drawn in 1850 for Fayette and Newtonville and |
could take you to the exact locations of all the Holliman and Blakeney farms plus other neighbors,
about 28 families in all. This is a hand-drawn map, but very accurate, and | know all of these sites
from my youth.

Bonnie will be disappointed that | had the wrong Warren, but | believe that finding a portrait of
Warren C. is more important to us. | got the Fayette quad [1-24,000] today and have already
located some of the old cemeteries. Will order about 8 more maps tonight. | have found the
MARKED burial site of Thomas Blakeney and wife |  And, we can still get to the site !

Hope that this will help make your day. You need to rethink the relationship of Mary Poily and
Thomas Blakeney: daughter and father. Your ancestor is Thomas.

I'li get this off before this infernal machine disconnects. Vaya con Dios, Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Saturday, March 13, 1999 6:12 PM

Subject: Big Surprise !! Time here: 5 PM 18 mar 99

Dear Tom:

Have | got a treat for you !! That photo of "Warren" that | thought belonged to the Arkansas Holimans: it
don't 1! Itis a picture of your great-great grandpa, Warren C. Holliman !! | was reading some of Dad's
notes last night and my Dad recorded everything ! He recorded when and where and who was photographed
by me. The original was in the possession of Felix Holliman {deceased] of Millport, AL, and as soon as | read
the notes, | remembered the occasion of making the color slides of the big portrait. Today | made the
pilgrimage to Blacksburg to get the photo lab work done and your portrait of Warren C. will be ready next
Friday.

Warren C. Holliman [b. 2-7-1833: d. 12-1-1908] was the son of Charles Holliman and Barbary [Barbara]
Holliman. Charles and Barbara came to Fayette Co. in 1836 with 2 of his brothers: Cornelius [b. 1792] and
Warren HOLIMAN [b. 1801] : al from Anson Co.., NC. Charles died in Fayette Co. sometime between 1840
and 1850: Warren HOLIMAN moved on to Arkansas.

Your Warren, son of Charles, married Mary Polly Biakeney [b. 1-6-1835; d. 2-8-1896). Mary Poily was the
daughter of Thomas Blakeney, the fellow who raised my great grandmother. When Mary Polly died, he
married Louisa F. Howard [b. 2-2-1848; d. 4-22-1901] . Louisa had acted as nurse for Mary Polly in her final
year.

Warren died in 1908 and is buried in a marked grave at Chapel Hill Cemetery in Fayette. Both of his wives
are there also. My great grandmother, Bellzy Ann Blakeney Baker, called him "Uncle Warren" because she
was very attached to his dad, Thomas, and to him because she was raised in that household.

| have a map of family farm sites and house sites drawn in 1850 for Fayette and Newtonville and | could take
you to the exact locations of all the Holliman and Blakeney farms plus other neighbors, about 28 families in
all. This is a hand-drawn map, but very accurate, and | know all of these sites from my youth.

Bonnie will be disappointed that | had the wrong Warren, but | believe that finding a portrait of Warren C. is
more important to us. | got the Fayette quad [1-24,000] today and have already located some of the old
cemeteries. Will order about 8 more maps tonight. | have found the MARKED burial site of Thomas
Blakeney and wife ! And, we can still get to the site !

Hope that this will help make your day. You need to rethink the relationship of Mary Polly and Thomas
Blakeney: daughter and father. Your ancestor is Thomas.

I'lt get this off before this infernal machine disconnects. Vaya con Dios, Cuz
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Wednesday, March 17, 1999 11:54 PM

Subject: Re: Alabama map study: time here: Tues., 16 Mar 99

Dear Doc,

It would be a vast understatement to say that Ireland would be great. I'll probably have to wait until | get rich,
though. If you go, you'll have to give me a full report.

My Dad has information on our ancestry, but | usually have to be very specific about what | ask him. He had
some misinformation in the beginning. For example, his mother had told him that the Hollimans were Dutch.
It's possible they came over from Holland, but more than likely they had gone there as a result of religious
persecution. She had also told him her mother and father had the same family name (Holliman) but that they
weren't related. Now | know they were first cousins. My brother in Dallas gave me a sketchy "kickstart" chart
a couple of years ago, but some of that was wrong, too. My brother and | used to e-mail each other pretty
regularly, but | haven't heard from him in a while. Wonder if he's jealous that I've come up with so much
information.

Can't believe you got those topo maps so fast. Those would be interesting to look at. Several years ago the
USGS ran completely out of Texas maps. What | could find | got from private vendors for quite a bit more
money.

Have to go now. | have a job interview tomorrow & need to hit the hay.

Those computer batteries are nicad, | think. They last several years, usually. How old is your computer, and
how fast is it?

Yer cuz,

Tom

-—-Original Message-—-

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Tuesday, March 16, 1999 8:02 PM

Subject: Alabama map study: time here: Tues., 16 Mar 99

Dear Tom:

Missed talking to you this pasr weekend. It was snowing a blizzard here with thunderstorms !!
Warmed up to 60 today and the bulk melted off. Our map index of Alabama arrived today from the
USGS in Denver: good service. | have studied the index and we are going to need about 6 topos in
the 1: 24,000 scale. | have already ordered two: Fayette and Tuscaloosa quads but | see that we
will need a Newtonville and Brownville and probably a few more. | have found the old cemetery
containing Thomas and Sarah Blakeney and their graves are marked ! This is "Old Shepherd"
Church which has been moved in the same locality about 4 times but we can find the original grave
yard. Itis in the woods but well marked and large. The Newtonville Cemetery is of greater import for
us: lots of Blakeneys and Hollimans plus others and It is located right beside a state highway which
was a one lane dirt track in my youth ! I'm really getting interested in visiting some of these old sites
before | "cash my chips".
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I'm giving very serious thought to a trip to Ireland this spring [County Limerick] to walk around over
our ancestral territory. Will probably go by myself, travel light, stay in B & Bs, mooch rides and
investigate thoroughly around Kilmallock where Mount Blakeney Castle stood in the 1600s and
1700s. Its ruins were still there in 1925. | want to find the graveyards contemporary with the castle
and try to find my 6-g-grandfather/grandmother and those before. You are descended from this
line. Want to go to ireland ? it would be great fun and | have wonderful friends there in Tipperary,
about 20 kilometers from Kilmallock. I'm getting in the " psych -up " mood and the wife is
encouraging me.

Nothing much else to report for now. | hope that your Dad and others are getting infected with our
dedication. | will be writing my friends in Tipperary this week and discussing the possible trip with
them.

More to come. Vaya con Dios, Yor Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Saturday, February 27, 1999 11:29 AM

Subject: Answers to odds and ends: Date here: 27 Feb., Sft 3:10 PM,,, -

Dear Tom:
| am at my usual weekend paroxysm of e-mailing and | was talking to New Mexico when your reply came in.
Here is some trivia.

My son, Jim, is board certified in Emergency Medicine and in Surgery. His real speciality is International
Emergency Medical Training which keeps him running all over the earth. He is particularly useful in this field
because he is a good trauma surgeon who really understands what efficiency in Emergency Procedures is all
about. When at home, he is the chief of the ER in the Milton Hershey Medical Center in Hershey, PA. This is

also the madical teaching institution for Penn State Univ.

Jim went to Washington Univ. in St. Louis for his M.D. He chose this over Stanford, Yale, Tuffs, Duke and
others because it had a great surgery dept. He got his baccalaureate from Duke. | think that he was admitted
to 12 med schools. He nearly broke me going for interviews 1.

| can't eat that raw fish and I can tell you some horror stories about medical problems ind X
tried sushi: | forced itdown ! "Prairie oysters™ also have to be forced downpblﬂ you donﬁz?n:(hr;z:md! I(.e;’ .
bunch of Ioc_al oowboy§ betieve that | didn't like them ? Man, you have to keep up the big macho fro twha
you are working with this outfit. alking about whale meat, | went whaling with a gunboat in the Canadp fl ot
out of Newfoundla_nd in 1969. We got 3 finbacks, the biggest about 85 feet long ! We towed them j :an o
and did the fienching on the dock. I've got about 500 color slides documenting the hunt ! i

I helped treat a fellow in Puerto Rico one time f i
t ® ] or anaphylactic shock from eating esca !
rl?:rmr; bﬁﬁrﬁrérgiyv?:oiltl?:gmland knev,\: it! Never tried snails but | have seen ?f?em oftrgr?toﬁ ’:rzissf:):'lﬁphave
2 9 legs: can't find them often. When | lived in Flori
our own. On one frog hunt on one night, 3 of us st rdigy " oty
: | got 94 pounds of legs: just hi Wi
o r ) gs: just hind legs 1)
As a kid, | hunted squirrels in Fayette Co., AL, with my great uncles. Lg\?e squ‘#‘rz:('edp:r]:ogle:sftl: ' ;he
i n fry

or make up with dumpiings. In the i b
EAT MOE paamli 'g Same environment I've eaten coon and possum: love that bumper sticker

If i i
Yyou want to hear horror stories about ingesting raw fish [particularly marine fish], just ask

The funeral was for my wife"
Yy wife's former mother-in-law:
st in-law: age 92. We went
P gﬂ blr:t“:n s;eoel-'t:lasuig{::rer. | lost my Mor_n in 1980 [age 77] and rI]DaadS iz (1;09%..(:‘7? éoaher flemony adies
, age 61, in Birmingham, AL Yoy are very lucky to ha?/e b?)lm parent:
nts: "honor

thy father and thy mother s
: 0 that thy days shall "
miss them ¥$ shall be fong™. | had a great relationship wi
- ip with my folks ang
really

And on this somr ber note [ will quit and see what the wife has brought in from st Opping. She went to get g
g o]
temporary air-do called a permenent Ha My hair, what's eft of it is chalk white lblowabout$7

Best regards to the family: Your pal, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Friday, March 26, 1999 10:01 PM

Subject: Photos ready !

Dear Tom:

| picked up the photos this morning and all of the conversions from color slides to prints came out fine. The
print of Warren C. is spectacular. The color slide picked up the sepia of the original and the 5 X 7 prints
reproduced in beautiful antique sepia. | didn't get your copy in the mail today. | thought that | might include a
copy of the old Fayette map but have decided that | will hold the map until | get the Newtonville topo from
USGS and transpose the modern highway system on the old map so that we can see where ancient roadbeds
have been taken in to the current highway system. Also, we may be able to see some of the ancient
roadbeds on the topo and | can mark them on the old Fayette map.

1 will get "Uncle Warren" off to you tomorrow if | can get to the post office: snow is predicted ! | also have
some 5 generation photos for you: Bellzy Ann Blakeney and her line thru me and my son.

1 finished the loading today: we are ready for the shoot. [ picked up one of the M-14s today to convert it to
full auto for the shoot. We keep these assault rifles in semi-auto mode to pacify the BATF. They get real
upset if the cops own a full auto weapon: we would have to register them, provide special security, and
register all who have access. Big nuisance ! | convert them back to semi-auto after the shoot.

Nothing much else to report. I'm sure pleased with the Warren C. photo: hope that you will be also. 1 will
send along some data that you probably have re. Warren, but it will be in a concise form that you can keep
with the photo. | put a historic record in the back of the frame on every old photo that | have.

Keep in touch. I'm interested in the teaching in which you are engaged. Best regards, Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Sunday, March 21, 1999 10:31 PM

Subject: Odds and Ends

Dear Tom:

{'ve been told that compulsive story-telling redundancy is an indicator of impending senility ! BOY, am | in
trouble !! | have all of our correspondence in a 3-ring binder and | reviewed our last 2 weeks last night ! |
can't seem to remember what | have said so, henceforth, | will review our letters before | write new ones.

To answer some of your questions. Charles' grave site is unknown. This is the Charles, brother of Comelius
and Warren HOLIMAN, all of whom came to Fayette Co., AL, from Anson Co., NC, in 1836. Their dad was
James Grantson, Sr. In the 1850 census of Fayette Co., Barbary [Barbara] Holliman, his wife, was shown at
age 53 as head of the family. Charles was probably buried near his home, which means an unmarked grave
at Old Shepherd Church or the Newtonville Cemetery.

The War Department lost her last uncle on Thursday and we buried him today in my big family plot at
Wytheville, VA, about 25 miles from here. | gave him a gravesite: he died with nothing after a long-term
disability. It rained all day and was cold and 1 got very tired from heat loss.

The War Department is taking our 1845 map to the office tomorrow for enlargement and | will then make a
clean edition, reprint, and send you a copy.

Our computer is a Pentium, 133 megs, with Windows-95. It is working better but still disconnecting. It is
about 5 years old.

{ load the ammo for our Police Dept. plus the county-wide Tac-Team. We shoot the M-14 for sniper accuracy
plus some full auto just for fun. The .308 Win. round is punishing and few want to shoot it in full auto. Most
of our troops carry either Glocks or S&W Sigmas in .40 cal. A few still carry the Beretta Mod. 92FS in 8
mm. | have a Beretta 92 and shoot it for qualification plus a Browning BDA-.380 automatic. | carry an old
Colt Agent revolver, alloy frame, 2 inch, in .38 Spl. | carry only conceated and the old Colt is far superior to
the automatics: lighter weight, faster and more powerful than the 9 mm. We shoot thousands of rounds of
.40 cal. and considerably less of the 9 mm now.

When | started with the dept. about 6 years ago we were shooting all 9 mm. Each cop can choose a
personal backup gun and each must qualify with that gun. If you want to carry a half dozen guns, you must
qualify with each ! Thus, my loading working gets complicated. | take at least 8 calibers of ammo to the
range and | get a "want" list from the dept. before hand. | was an infantry machine gunner and | enjoy the
noise and recoil although the bruising is getting to be less fun. | shot the light Browning machine gun, Model
1919 A-4, air cooled.

Well, maybe no repeat stuff here. | tried to study first and scribbled out an outline to follow.

See you here soon. My best, RBH [let's hear on that interview]
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From: Doc and Phyilis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
a Cc:

~

webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>
Date:  Saturday, March 20, 1999 10:29 PM
Subject: Small talk: Clock fixed:

Dear Tom:

The computer clock is repaired: installed a new battery yesterday.

| called the USGS in Denver yesterday and ordered 6 more maps which should enable us to find almost all
the old cemeteries containing Holliman-Blakeney ancestors. | received the Fayette quad last Thursday and
have located some very important sites.

In searching thru some of Dad's obscure papers, | found a hand-drawn map of Fayette and Newtonville made
about 1845 which shows the precise locations of about 30 farms and homes on the old network of country
roads. The location of the homes of Thomas Blakeney, Comelius Holliman, and Charles Holliman are
precise. My wife will take the map over to her office on Monday and make several enlargements. From
those 1 will clean up the hard-to-read script, make an index of names and site positions, and try to relate
locations to the current positions of roads and trails. I'll send you a copy when | get finished. This map could
be of great benefit if you and/or | could visit this area in the near future.

| have spent the day getting ready for our spring Police pistol and machine gun qualification. | loaded over
800 rounds of pistol ammo today and should produce about 5 times that much to have minimum needed.
The War Department was off to a seminar at Sweet Briar College yesterday so | had about 36 hours to work
uninterrupted.

I'm looking forward to next Friday: pickup day for our photos and starting day for restoration of some ancient
photos that need repair.

I'l be back. Best regards, Cuz
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Wednesday, March 17, 1999 11:54 PM

Subject: Re: Alabama map study: time here: Tues., 16 Mar 99

Dear Doc,

It would be a vast understatement to say that Ireland would be great. I'll probably have to wait until | get rich,
though. If you go, you'll have to give me a full report.

My Dad has information on our ancestry, but | usually have to be very specific about what | ask him. He had
some misinformation in the beginning. For example, his mother had told him that the Hollimans were Dutch.
It's possible they came over from Holland, but more than likely they had gone there as a result of religious
persecution. She had also told him her mother and father had the same family name (Holliman) but that they
weren't related. Now | know they were first cousins. My brother in Dallas gave me a sketchy "kickstart" chart
a couple of years ago, but some of that was wrong, too. My brother and | used to e-mail each other pretty
regularly, but | haven't heard from him in a while. Wonder if he's jealous that I've come up with so much
information.

Can't believe you got those topo maps so fast. Those would be interesting to look at. Several years ago the
USGS ran completely out of Texas maps. What | could find | got from private vendors for quite a bit more
money.

Have to go now. | have a job interview tomorrow & need to hit the hay.

Those computer batteries are nicad, | think. They last several years, usually. How old is your computer, and
how fast is it?

Yer cuz,

Tom

----- Original Message---—-

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net> o

Date: Tuesday, March 16, 1999 8:02 PM

Subject: Alabama map study: time here: Tues., 16 Mar 99

Dear Tom:

Missed talking to you this pasr weekend. It was snowing a blizzard here with thunderstorms !!
Warmed up to 60 today and the bulk melted off. Our map index of Alabama arrived today from the
USGS in Denver: good service. | have studied the index and we are going to need about 6 topos in
the 1: 24,000 scale. | have already ordered two: Fayette and Tuscaloosa quads but | see that we
will need a Newtonville and Brownville and probably a few more. | have found the old cemetery
containing Thomas and Sarah Blakeney and their graves are marked ! This is "Old Shepherd"
Church which has been moved in the same locality about 4 times but we can find the original grave
yard. It is in the woods but well marked and large. The Newtonville Cemetery is of greater import for
us: lots of Blakeneys and Hollimans plus others and It is located right beside a state highway which
was a one lane dirt track in my youth ! I'm really getting interested in visiting some of these old sites
before | "cash my chips".
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Saturday, March 13, 1999 10:15 PM
Subject: Mary Polly-Thomas, etc. 11 PM 18 mar 99

Dear Tom:

Re: the Mary Polly - Thomas Blakeney statement, somewhere in previous correspondence you gave Mary
Polly a different father. I've searched my files superficially, but can't find the statement. { just wanted to be
sure that you know that Thomas was her father and that we can find the graves of Thomas and Sarah.
Tomorrow | will call USGS in Denver and order 8 more maps. | believe that | have located the cemeteries
containing our kin, Hollimans and Blakeneys, in Fayette County and neighboring localities. We could
probably find 100 plus relatives in this area alone and go back to our g-g-g- grandparents and g-g-g-g- aunts
and uncles !!

More tomorrow. Hope your best wishes come out of the interview. My best to all, Cuz








