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the Newtonville topo with the expanded 1845 map tomorrow and fill in some
details. | would do it tonight but my vision ain't so good and | need good
lighting and will use a hand lens. We have an island in the kitchen which

is big enough to be ideal for this project. |1 found the Holliman-Stewart
Cemetery on the BIuff topo just northwest of Fayette. We have a big bunch
buried there including children of Uriah and Mary Polly Lucas. One is my
great-great uncle, James, a CSA lieutenant in the war. | have copies of
letters that he wrote from the battlefields in 1862-63.

As soon as | can add some detail to the 1845 map, you will get a copy. |

also went to the photo lab again today and picked up the beautiful sepia

copies of my g-grandfather, John Thomas Holliman, and wife Martha Jane, plus
photos of his 6 sons, one my grandfather. Also got copies of the
Baker-Blakeney union [Bellzy Ann and George Washington Baker] and their Il
kids. You will get copies of these after | add identification.

Very eventful day ! | am satisfied that we have made some progress. This
has really built a fire under me to return to the old homesites and
graveyards and look around intelligently for once.

I'll be back. Bestregards, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Monday, March 29, 1999 9:45 PM

Subject: We've hit the jackpot 1!

Dear Tom:

Uncle Warren and a batch of Holliman-Blakeneys left here this moring by snail-mail enroute to South Texas
1 You will get a kick out of this parcel.

The topo maps arrived this afternoon from Denver and | have already found some of the very early
cemeteries and primitive roadbeds. | will lay out the Newtonville topo with the expanded 1845 map tomorrow
and fill in some details. | would do it tonight but my vision ain't so good and | need good lighting and will use
ahand lens. We have an island in the kitchen which is big enough to be ideal for this project. | found the
Holliman-Stewart Cemetery on the Bluff topo just northwest of Fayette. We have a big bunch buried there
including children of Uriah and Mary Polly Lucas. One is my great-great uncle, James, a CSA lieutenant in
the war. | have copies of letters that he wrote from the battlefields in 1862-63.

As soon as | can add some detail to the 1845 map, you will get a copy. | also went to the photo lab again
today and picked up the beautiful sepia copies of my g-grandfather, John Thomas Holliman, and wife Martha
Jane, plus photos of his & sons, one my grandfather. Also got copies of the Baker-Blakeney union [Bellzy
Ann and George Washington Baker] and their Il kids. You will get copies of these after | add identification.

Very eventfui day ! | am satisfied that we have made some progress. This has really built a fire under me to
return to the old homesites and graveyards and look around intelligently for once.

1l be back. Best regards, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>
Date:  Saturday, March 27, 1999 10:37 PM
Subject: Short delay:

Dear Tom:

| spent the morning typing descriptive material to accompany the photos. Since | am a "hunt-and-pecker”, |
killed the moming before | got the photos packed. 1 packed them with great care. So, | will take them to the
P.O. on Monday morning.

I'm looking forward to receiving the USGS maps and comparing the 1845 with the Newtonville quad. | have
decided that | am going to Fayette County sometime in the next 6 months while | am stil able to slog around
thru the underbrush. Will probably fly to Birmingham and rent a car. Fayette is about 90 miles from B'ham. |
haven't been to Fayette in 20 years but | know that they have one motel. | plan to talk to the FAYETTE
SENTINEL newspaper regarding the reasons for the trip and maybe solicit some help from their feature
writers in exchange for an interesting article concerning, *old-time boy comes home in search of ancestors”

I No harm in trying and this might really stimulate an editor to pitch in some transportation, company and
leg-work.

Talk to you tomorrow. Regards, Cuz
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Sunday, May 02, 1999 3:40 PM

Subject: Re: Weekly check in"

Dear Doc,

Saundra Nobles (nee Kennedy) is descended from not only James Grantson
Holliman, but Uriah as well. From Uriah down, this is how our lineages
compare:

My William Perry lineage: Eldora Holliman, Clyde Holcomb Jr., Clyde
Holcomb, Il (me).

Your John Thomas lineage: James Monroe Holliman, Cecil Rhodes Holliman,
Rhodes Burns Holliman.

Saundra's Cornelius lineage: John Douglas Holliman, Millie Waureen
Holliman,

Saundra Kennedy Nobles.

You know what this means: we've found another 3rd cousin! I've already
told her about it. Her e-mail address is: NOBLEX@frontiernet.net. Saundra
sent me a great deal of Holliman information a couple of years ago. She's
now got a website.

h
Jeanne Hayes lives in Florida. Her e-mail address: j-jayes@mindspring.com.
For some reason, I've misplaced her information, so | don't know exactly how
closely related she is to us. More than likely, though, she's at least a
5th cousin.

At this point in my life, | can't think of anything I'd rather do than make
that trek to Fayette, Ala. Thanks for including me in your plans like that.
I'm going to do everything in my power to get over there. I've got a lot
going on now that I'd just as soon | didn't, but I'll just have to work it
out.

Sorry you didn't get to participate in the match. I've always thought it
would be pretty exciting to be in one of those matches, including the chance
to fire an automatic weapon.

I've probably said this before, but you're doing an unbelievable amount of
genealogy work. Yes, it will be a great thing to leave behind for

posterity. | plan to do some projects of my own on this as soon as | finish

my Texas Revolution documentary. I've finally decided on the way | want to
write it. One problem is that, the more research | do, the more confused |
get on certain things. That was possibly the most poorly documented war in
the history of the world, in particular the Battle of the Alamo. There was

no way the Texas colonists could have defeated the Mexican army, but again
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it was a case of the tortoise and the hare. The Texians caught them napping
at the San Jacinto battleground. That wouldn't have been anywhere near the
end of it, though, if it hadn't been for Sam Houston's judgement in not
executing Santa Anna, like the Texians wanted. They had defeated only a
small portion of Santa Anna's army (about 1200 soldiers) that the dictator
happened to personally be with. The rest of the army were spread all over
the rest of east Texas, pillaging and burning the countryside. Sam Houston
hadn't just fallen off the turnip truck. Instead, in exchange for sparing

Santa Anna's life, he had him sign documents ordering his army out of Texas
and back to Mexico. Things might have been very different otherwise,
although Texas surely would have become a state eventually anyway, since the
U.S. had made more than one attempt to buy it from Mexico. (I'm sure that's
more than you ever wanted to know about Texas because you didn't want to
ask.) Anyway, I've been doing research on that off and on for about 3

years. Since there's so much conflicting information out there, I've

decided to write it like | intuitively feel it happened and include numerous
footnotes as to the other possibilities. | also plan to write it in novel

form, with parallel lines of events and maybe even flashbacks (non-fiction

in a fiction format). | don't think it's every been written that way

before. It's pretty much like | would like to see it written myself if |

knew very little about it.

Sure, I'd be overjoyed to see a sample of what you're working on. That's
hard work, | know.

That's a great thing about actually becoming a knight. Do you think I'd
qualify for that? You said you'd been working on that for a couple of
years?

Yes, I'm still subbing. This makes about 3 mos now. I'm enjoying it a lot
more than | thought | would, even though it's got moments that are better
than others (just like anything else). I've been looking into the
alternative certification program. It's a bit of a hassle to qualify for

that, but | might go ahead and attempt it, anyway.

Talk to your later, cuz.

- Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>
Date: Sunday, May 02, 1999 1:26 PM
Subject: Weekly check in"

Dear Tom & All:
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Monday, March 08, 1999 12:17 PM

Subject: The Thomas Blakeneys & other things: Time here: 8:30 PM, Mon. 8 Mar 99

Dear Tom:

Let me see if | can explain the Thomas Blakeneys. The elder Thomas Blakeney [1800-1892}, born in SC,
died in Fayette Co., AL, had a wife, Sarah. They had 8 children, among them my g-g-g father, William and
your Mary Poily. William was married twice: first wife was Elizabeth Cauder by whom he had two kids:
THOMAS and Vincent. By the 2nd wife, Elizabeth Clanton, he had 3 kids, among them my g-g-mother,
Bellzy Ann.  This THOMAS would be Thomas Il , not Thomas, Jr. He would be my g-g-g-uncle.

| dug out the old color slides today showing the 5 living generations of the Blakeney line in 1855. As
promised, | will have some color prints made off the slides for you plus some restoration photo copies of my
old Holliman photos. Will try to get this project underway this week. | have to go over to Blacksburg, VA, to
the photo shop, about 25 miles, so | have to plan ahead.

We love good coffee but drink it only for breakfast. | have some gourmet coffee from our trip to Hawaii last
June. Will ship some out to you. These are mostly Kona blends which we got at Kona on the Big Island.

| posted you a copy of THE FAMILY TREE today. Look it over and see if a subscription might be useful on
your Scot line. The cost is only a postage donation. 1 have been on their mailing list for about 3 years and [
find the publication useful and entertaining.

Must check on the weather channel. We are threatened with another snow storm tomorrow. Winter is dying
hard. Yorcuz, RBH
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

Date:  Tuesday, March 02, 1999 8:10 PM

Subject: Re: HOT DOG !! | finally got it straight ! Time here: 10 PM, 2 March 99

Hi, Doc--
Yes, | forgot our lines come back together with James, Sr. My mistake.

| finally got to finish studying the chart. We already know we're 3rd cousins in the Holliman line. I'm looking
at the chart using Warren C. Holliman as the reference point, since that's the point where our Blakeney lines
first tie in. I'm Warren's g-g-grandson, and you're Warren's g-g-g-grand nephew. The best | can make of it,
through the Blakeley connection we're "3rd cousins, twice removed." Not as close as through the Hollimans,
but close nonetheless.

See what you think.
Later,

Tom

-----Original Message--—

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Tuesday, March 02, 1999 9:21 PM

Subject: HOT DOG !! | finally got it straight | Time here: 10 PM, 2 March 99

Dear Tom:

Your 6:00 PM epistle today really settled a major point for me. In your evaluation of relationships,
you were correct until you got to James Grantson, Sr. He is also my g-g-g-g-g-father !! This
prompted me to look at his b and d dates, and those of his children. Cornelius Holliman [1792-1862]
was my g-g--g-g-father, if, for no other reason, he was the father of Uriah H. who was my proven g-
g-g-father !! Your web site info has been very valuable in authenticating this point. So, we share the
same g-g-g-g-g-father ! You will need to see my pedigree that will be posted tomorrow with the
Xeroxed photos.

| think that your reasoning was absolute until you reached James Grantson, Sr.

| have taken some colored pens and scribbled on the pedigree: it's a mess but | don't see any
mistakes now. Lots of missing info on individuals, however , particularly dates and complete names
of wives.

| will await your evaluation of this stuff with baited anticipation.

Best to all, RBH
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Thursday, April 01, 1999 9:10 AM

Subject: Re: Easter Greetings ! and etc.

Dear Doc,

| had forgotten you said something about the hazelnut coffee. Thanks for

that. That's very generous. | like a variety, but azelnut & Irish cream

are probably my favorites. Lately I've nearly always been stopping in the
morning on the way to one of my schools and getting a cup. Sometimes | even
mix them and try it that way.

I'm definitely excited about the pictures, etc. I'm not surprised about the
illiteracy. People often didn't have the luxury of an education back then.

That's one explanation, I'm sure, for the various spellings of the
name--Holliman, Holloman, Hollomon, Holleman, Holiman, Hollyman, Holyman,
etc. Just depended on what clerk did the writing.

Hope you have a great time with the little guy. That'll be some education

for him. What naval installation are all those ships at? Norfolk? My
ex-brother-in-law was stationed there for a while during his navy career. |
was probably somewhat younger than 11 when | visited the Battleship Texas,
which has been docked for many years next to the San Jacinto Battleground
Site, not far from here. | went there again in 1984, when my son was only a
couple of months old and | was toting him around with one of those carriers
suspended around my neck (he's 14 now). He went there again a couple of
years ago with his school class, but | haven't been there since then.

That sounds like an interesting project--organizing the CSA vets. There's
definitely enough information to do that, | would think.

If | don't talk to you again, let me know how the trip went.
Later,

Tom

----- Original Message-—-

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Wednesday, March 31, 1999 7:31 PM
Subject: Easter Greetings ! and etc.

Dear Tom and Family:
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| put the proverbial butt in high gear today and got everything done ! Your
sepia photos of a variety of antique Hollimans and Blakeney-Bakers is in the
snailmail. | sat down with the typing this morning and got it done. You

will also receive by Priority Mail a box containing genuine Kona coffee from
the Kona district of the Big Island. It is flavored "hazeinut": | think

that you said that flavor was satisfactory.

| really got into some heavy study on Dad's notes late today and |
discovered some very interesting facts. A question: besides the family
name, what did Uriah H. Holliman, Eligah [son of Charles], Barbary {widow
of Charles], Warren C. and Cornelius {son of Charles] have in common ?
They could neither read nor write !! This recorded in the census records of
Fayette County for 1860 !

Further, | become more impressed with our family every time | open Dad's
notes, and there are books still to be read. Have you ever given thought

to how many Hollimans fought for and died for the CSA ? Your Warren C.
Holliman, Company B, 41st Alabama Infantry was wounded late in the war and
was in Howard Grove Hospital in Richmond from 8-18-64 to 11-4-64.
Cornelius {son of Charles] was killed by a stray bullet in the trenches at
Petersburg. He is probably buried in that huge "unknown" ground at Oid
Blanford Church on Crater Road in Petersburg. | have visited the site where
he was killed in Gracie's Brigade and it is only a short walk to that

"unknown" burial ground. Elijah [son of Charles] Co. B of the 41st, was
wounded and hospitalized during Jan. and Feb., 1865. This goes on and on:
| have a book full of service records and data on musters.

We should organize the CSA service records of all our ancestors sometime. |
have records of family service in CSA, the War of 1812, and the Revolution:
direct line ancestors.

We are going to take a little frip this Easter weekend and the week beyond>
We will pick up my step-grandson in Charlotte, NC, on Sat. and go to
Charleston, SC. He is 11 and just right to visit the BIG NAVY SITES: the
YORKTOWN and 3 other vessels there, then up to NC for the Battieship. If we
have any vigor remaining, we may go on up to the Outer Banks. Will
probably return about April 8. So if you don't hear from me, I'll catch

up when we return. Hope all the goodies arrive safely.

Best regards and Happy Easter: Cuz

Page 2 of 2
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Wednesday, March 31, 1999 8:34 PM

Subject: Easter Greetings ! and etc.

Dear Tom and Family:

| put the proverbial butt in high gear today and got everything done ! Your sepia photos of a variety of
antique Hollimans and Blakeney-Bakers is in the snailmail. 1 sat down with the typing this morning and got it
done. You will also receive by Priority Mail a box containing genuine Kona coffee from the Kona district of
the Big Island. It is flavored "hazelnut": | think that you said that flavor was satisfactory.

| really got into some heavy study on Dad's notes late today and | discovered some very interesting facts. A
question: besides the family name, what did Uriah H. Holliman, Eligah [son of Charles], Barbary {widow of
Charles], Warren C. and Cornelius [son of Charles] have in common ? They could neither read nor write
!l This recorded in the census records of Fayette County for 1860 !

Further, | become more impressed with our family every time | open Dad's notes, and there are books still to
be read. Have you ever given thought to how many Hollimans fought for and died for the CSA ? Your
Warren C. Holliman, Company B, 41st Alabama Infantry was wounded late in the war and was in Howard
Grove Hospital in Richmond from 8-18-64 to 11-4-64. Cornelius [son of Charles] was killed by a stray builet
in the trenches at Petersburg. He is probably buried in that huge "unknown" ground at Old Blanford Church
on Crater Road in Petersburg. | have visited the site where he was killed in Gracie's Brigade and it is only a
short walk to that "unknown"” burial ground. Elijah [son of Charles] Co. B of the 41st, was wounded and
hospitalized during Jan. and Feb., 1865. This goes on and on: | have a book full of service records and data
on musters.

We should organize the CSA service records of all our ancestors sometime. | have records of family service
in CSA, the War of 1812, and the Revolution: direct line ancestors.

We are going to take a little trip this Easter weekend and the week beyond> We will pick up my step-
grandson in Charlotte, NC, on Sat. and go to Charleston, SC. He is 11 and just right to visit the BIG NAVY
SITES: the YORKTOWN and 3 other vessels there, then up to NC for the Battleship. If we have any vigor
remaining, we may go on up to the Outer Banks. Will probably return about April 8. So if you don't hear
from me, I'li catch up when we return. Hope all the goodies amive safely.

Best regards and Happy Easter: Cuz
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Monday, March 29, 1999 10:13 PM

Subject: Re: We've hit the jackpot !!

Dear Doc,

Guess that would be James Franklin Holliman, b. 1-28-1839, d. 1913 Fayette
County, Ala., m. Rebecca Utley Stewart. James is, of course, the brother of
William Perry Holliman, my g-grandfather and Eldora Holliman's father. Also
brother of your direct, John Thomas Holliman. This is exciting stuff. |

can't wait to see what they all looked like. | got a letter from my (half)

first cousin the other day. He and | share Eldora Holliman as a
grandmother, but he's her grandson by her first husband, who died at a
rather early age (27) of typhoid. I'm her grandson by her second husband,
Clyde Holcomb. He sent information from a 1910 census report that showed
her and her at age 19 and first husband, William Shelburne, age 22, living
with Eldora's parents, William Perry Holliman (56) and Sarah Jane Holliman
(54). At that point William & Sarah had been married 36 years. William
died 3 years later, but Sarah lived until 1926. At this time they still had

3 other kids living with them, besides Eldora: Robert (24), Elijah (16),

and Emmie (11). Incredibly, they were all living under the same rented roof
and were farming. Location was Port Sullivan, on the west bank of the
Brazos River in southeast Milam County, Texas, about 12 miles east of
Rosebud.

I'll anxiously await the parcel.
See ya.

-Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Monday, March 29, 1999 8:42 PM
Subject: We've hit the jackpot !!

Dear Tom:
Uncle Warren and a batch of Holliman-Blakeneys left here this morning by
snail-mail enroute to South Texas !! You will get a kick out of this

parcel.

The topo maps arrived this afternoon from Denver and | have already found
~ some of the very early cemeteries and primitive roadbeds. | will lay out








