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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Monday, May 17, 1999 11:45 PM

Subject: Chapel Hill Cemetery:

Chapel Hill Cemetery is on County Route 12 in Fayette County, Alabama, about 5 miles west of Newtonville.
It can be found on the Kennedy Quad. USGS topographic map, 7.5 minute.

Warren C. Holliman, b. 2-7-1833; d. 12-1-1908 [son of Charles Holliman, 1795 - 1845?, and Barbara
"Barbary" Walters: m. 1818]

Mary Polly Blakeney Holliman, b. 1-6-1835; d. 2-8-1896 [wife of Warren C.: dau. of Thomas Blakeney,
1800 - 1892, and Sarah Kemp]

Thomas Blakeney, b. 1800; d. 6-2-1892 [grandson of Capt. John Blakeney, 1732-1832: son of William
Blakeney]

Newton D. Blakeney, b. 2-8-1857; d. 11-5-1937

Mollie F. Lindsay Blakeney, b. 2-8-1867; d. 9-17-1914 ([wife of Newton D.]
Kenneth Frank Holliman, b. 8-2-1911; d. 11-1-1951

J. W. Holliman, b. 1858; d. 1920 [married 3 times]

Jennie Holliman, b. 1866; d. 1911 [wife of J. W.]

Sarah Eliza Holliman, b. 1856; d. 1892 [wife of J. W.]

Francis Marion Holliman, b. 12-4-1876; d. 3-17-1956 [son of Warren C.}
Luiza F. Holliman, b. 2-2-1848; d. 4-22-1901 [second wife of Warren C.]
John Jesse Holliman ("Crippled John"), b. 1859; d. 1929

Thomas Raymond Wright, b. 12-4-1858; d. 11-2-1917

Martha Jane Blakeney Wright, b. 1861; d. 1936 [wife of T. R. Wright]
James Holliman, b. 12-25-1896; d. 8-8-1913

Columbia Sanders Holliman, b. 1864; d. 3-17-1952

Dessie Blakeney, b. 10-30-1892; d. 7-16-1895 [dau. of Newton D. and Moliie F.]
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Saturday, May 22, 1999 1:15 PM

Subject: A tale to tell:

Dear Tom:

| have been procrastinating for about a week until | got all my facts in order regarding the foliowing tale.
| am absolutely certain now that the story unfoided here is true beyond doubt.

Thomas Blakeney [1800-1892] was the grandson of Capt. John Blakeney by way of Capt. John's son,
William. He was born in South Carolina. There he met and married Sarah Kemp, born 1807. They had
children in SC before migrating to Fayette County, Alabama, about 1832. They are listed as some of the
earliest homesteaders in the Newtonville Community. Over time they had 8 children: 3 boys and 5 girls.
Thomas was a slave owner and was generous to a fault. He shared his home and victuals with a variety of
unfortunates. He was in the farming and stock business.

When Sarah died on 13 Feb. 1861, he had other family and friends living in his home. | do not know how
many slaves he had, but he "had" one in the Biblical sense: a mistress who was half black-half Cherokee
who bore him a handsome son. They named this baby Jerry and he was much admired by old Thomas. The
boy grew up in Thomas' house and slept in a bedroom with Newton Blakeney, an orphaned grandson from his
son, William, who was killed in the Civil War [1862]. Newton was my 2-great uncle and his sister, Bellzy
Ann Blakeney, was my great grandmother. Old Thomas adopted all of William's kids after he was killed and
reared them as his own. All these kids grew up with Jerry.

My ultimate source of information on this tale is James Reed Blakeney of GA. He has documentation from
descendants of Jerry: one a state senator from Colorado and another a retired professor from Oberfin
College in Ohio. Some of Reed's family did not embrace the news of this illegitamacy with a receptive
attitude ! However, Jemry Blakeney, born a slave, stayed in Newtonville and cared for his father until Thomas
died in 1892. Reed has a picture of Jerry and | hope to get a copy !!

"The blood of knights and illustrious family members runs also inside darker skins" !
Reed has interviewed descendants of this mixed blood family.
How about this for a tale ? If Thomas Jefferson could do it, why not a Blakeney ?

Come back when you can. Warmest regards, RBH





image9.jpeg
Page 1 of 1

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.com <webit@ghg.com>

Date:  Saturday, May 22, 1999 3:54 PM

Subject: CSA veterans:

Dear Tom:

1 just counted the CSA Holliman veterans in Dad's notes: 711! This does not include Blakeneys, Bakers,
Walkers, Jones', Plylers, etc., etc. !'ll bet that our family supplied more troops than any other family in the
South.

What did you think of my composition: "A tale to tell" ?

How went your daughter's cookout ?

Come back as time permits. Salud, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Saturday, May 22, 1999 1:15 PM

Subject: A tale to tell:

Dear Tom:

I have been procrastinating for about a week until | got all my facts in order regarding the following tale.
1 am absolutely certain now that the story unfolded here is true beyond doubt.

Thomas Blakeney [1800-1892] was the grandson of Capt. John Blakeney by way of Capt. John's son,
William. He was bom in South Carolina. There he met and married Sarah Kemp, born 1807. They had
children in SC before migrating to Fayette County, Alabama, about 1832. They are listed as some of the
earliest homesteaders in the Newtonville Community. Over time they had 8 children: 3 boys and 5 girls.
Thomas was a slave owner and was generous to a fault. He shared his home and victuals with a variety of
unfortunates. He was in the farming and stock business.

When Sarah died on 13 Feb. 1861, he had other family and friends living in his home. | do not know how
many slaves he had, but he "had” one in the Biblical sense: a mistress who was half black-half Cherokee
who bore him a handsome son. They named this baby Jerry and he was much admired by old Thomas. The
boy grew up in Thomas' house and slept in a bedroom with Newton Blakeney, an orphaned grandson from his
son, William, who was killed in the Civil War [1862]. Newton was my 2-great uncle and his sister, Bellzy
Ann Blakeney, was my great grandmother. Old Thomas adopted all of William's kids after he was killed and
reared them as his own. All these kids grew up with Jerry.

My ultimate source of information on this tale is James Reed Blakeney of GA. He has documentation from
descendants of Jerry: one a state senator from Colorado and another a retired professor from Oberlin
College in Ohio. Some of Reed's family did not embrace the news of this illegitamacy with a receptive
attitude | However, Jerry Blakeney, bomn a slave, stayed in Newtonville and cared for his father until Thomas
died in 1892. Reed has a picture of Jerry and | hope to get a copy !!

“The blood of knights and illustrious family members runs also inside darker skins" !
Reed has interviewed descendants of this mixed blood family.
How about this for a tale ? If Thomas Jefferson could do it, why not a Blakeney ?

Come back when you can. Warmest regards, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: HolmHogs@aol.com <HolmHogs@aol.com>
Date:  Friday, May 21, 1999 8:00 PM

Subject: Ashcraft Corners Cemetery:

Ashcraft Corners Church and Cemetery is in the Kennedy Quad. of the USGS topo, 7.5
minute, on the southern Fayette County, Alabama, line adjoining Pickens County, on Route
159. James Vincent Blakeney, b. 5-1-1850; d. 4-30-1936 Sarah Elizabeth Blakeney, b. 1-
15-1855; d. 1-7-1942 Mack Biakeney, b. 8-1-1879; d. unknown Daisy Blakeney, b. 7-7-
1881; d. 10-30-1934 Fannie Nabors Blakeney, b. 11-15-1889; d. 9-6-1923 William M.
Blakeney, b. 5-24-??; 27 yrs. 4 mo. 13 days Carrie Blakeney, Dau., b. 9-29-1914; d. 11-10-
1916 George W. Blakeney, b. 11-27-1886; d. unknown Mattie Shackeiford Biakeney, b. 10-
4-1883; d. 1-30-1920 These graves among a large number of Ashcraft graves.

southem Fayette County, Alabama, line adjoining Pickens County, on Route 159.
James Vincent Blakeney, b. 5-1-1850; d. 4-30-1936

Sarah Elizabeth Blakeney, b. 1-15-1855; d. 1-7-1942

Mack Blakeney, b. 8-1-1879; d. unknown

Daisy Blakeney, b. 7-7-1881; d. 10-30-1934

Fannie Nabors Blakeney, b. 11-15-1889; d. 9-6-1923

William M. Biakeney, b. 5-24-??; 27 yrs. 4 mo. 13 days

Carrie Blakeney, Dau., b.9-29-1914; d. 11-10-1916

George W. Blakeney, b. 11-27-1886; d. unknown

Mattie Shackelford Blakeney, b. 10-4-1883; d. 1-30-1920

These graves among a large number of Ashcraft graves.
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Friday, May 07, 1999 4:28 PM

Subject: Maps on the way:

Dear Tom:

| ordered 6 Alabama topo maps for you today from USGS in Denver. They should arrive within 2 weeks. |
also asked them to send you an Alabama Index map in case we will need others. I'm tired of having all the
fun finding these antique places so | will inflict the fun on you! When you get your maps, we can take them
one at a time and I'li help you find the special sites. Many are in very fine print and easily escape vision.
That copy of the 1850 map that | sent to you is wrong. | am sending a second draft that is correct. | put the
existing paved highway [rt. 171] in the wrong place. When you get the new copy just trash the first. All other
features [farm sites, churches, cemeteries] are correct..

| will add some features to the new copy to make it easier to compare with a modern road map.

| have an old friend coming next week for a 2 day visit. He is a real hunter-fisherman and gun collector and
he loads a variety of ammo. | went over to the station house this moming and borrowed a machine gun [M-
14] for him to shoot. This should liven up his trip. He has never fired a MG. | got to get busy and load
several hundred rounds of .308 Win. for the gun. It reaily spits them out: 900 R/M.

Will close until later this evening. Need to finish some work in the shop. One of my State Trooper buddies
brought me several thousand empty .380 ACP brass and | need to start cleaning it.

My best to ali, Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Thursday, May 06, 1999 10:33 PM

Subject: Let's dream of Fayette:

Dear Tom:

While you are in the mood, I'm going to do something that should solidify your wanderlust. if my brain-dead
neurons will permit, | plan to call Denver [USGS] tomorrow or next Monday and order a set of 7.5 minute
topos for you: the ones you need to identify all these cemeteries and home sites that | keep talking about. |
will aiso order an Alabama Index map for you so that you can place all the topos in perspective. Consider this
your birthday present ! Or Valentine ! Or Christmas present ! Or something ! | use my map set nearly
every day and continually find new things.

1 am working on the application for Sir William Blakeney's titles. It is a real bugger ! Details, details, details !
That is the reason | haven't been online much lately. I'm determined to win this one and perseverance is one
of my few good points. | have lived, since Ammy times, by the worthy expression, " illigitimus non
Carborundum " !l In fact, | live life that way !

Yes, with that vitrectomy, | had to remain face down continuously: prone, sitting, standing. It was a
challenge !  Vision came back slowly as the secretory fluid began to displace the gas bubble: | could see
only in the space where the fluid developed. Thus, | had a slowly developing meniscus of sight on which
waves would develop when | shook my head ! | guess that | could have made myself seasick if | persisted !
This sounds like a "crock" but it is the absolute truth. | was told that if the adhesions had developed 5 years
earlier, | would have gone blind because the surgical technique was just beyond experimental ! I'm thankful
it happened when it did if it had to happen. The problem is not uncommon: found in less than 10% of the
poputation in the "old folks" group. | have a 10% chance that it will happen to the other eye, I'm at greater
risk due to having had the problem.

Must close. Itis late. Il make a note to get the map order out. Best regards, Yor Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Tuesday, May 04, 1999 12:31 AM

Subject: Vitrectomy:

Dear Tom:

Vitrectomy: the surgical removal of the vitreous humor from the chamber of the eye. The vitreous humor =
vitreous body is a dense, clear, jelly-like substance that fills all the chamber of the eye except that small
space between the iris and cornea. The vitreous in my right eye formed an adhesion with the retina on the
highly sensitive spot called the macula. The adhesion tore cells out of the retina and began to blind me. The
only procedure to save the sight was to remove the vitreous, patch the retina, and replace the vitreous with
sterile carbon dioxide. | had to lie face down for 4 - 5 months while the gas bubble lifted my damaged retina
against the sclera and encouraged its re-attachment. Talking about a pain-in-the-ass il Or eye, as it was
i

| was a champion .410 ga. skeet shooter up to that point: 95% birds. Haven't shot a round since then: 4
years.

While nursing the gas bubble | was totally blind in the rt. eye. The gas was ultimately resorbed into the blood
stream and replaced with naturally secreted serous fluid like that which fills the anterior chamber [= corneal
space]. | have blind spots on that retina and the surgery was so rough that | formed a massive cataract and
had to have a synthetic lens installed about 8 months later. That was a "piece of cake"! I'm growing a
cataract on the left eye now and I'll probably have that fixed within a year. That is an in-and-out, one day job.
More tomorrow. Wil respond to your good Texas letter. Best regards, Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-pius.net>
To: HolmHogs@aol.com <HolmHogs@aol.com>
Date:  Saturday, May 22, 1999 5:45 PM

Subject: Ashcraft Corners Cemetery:

Ashcraft Corners Church and Cemetery is in the Kennedy Quad. of the USGS topo, 7.5 minute, on the
southern Fayette County, Alabama, line adjoining Pickens County, on Route 159.

James Vincent Blakeney, b. 5-1-1850; d. 4-30-1936
Sarah Efizabeth Blakeney, b. 1-15-1855; d. 1-7-1942
Mack Blakeney, b. 8-1-1879; d. unknown

Daisy Blakeney, b. 7-7-1881; d. 10-30-1934

Fannie Nabors Blakeney, b. 11-15-1889; d. 9-6-1923
William M. Blakeney, b. 5-24-??; 27 yrs. 4 mo. 13 days
Carrie Blakeney, Dau., b. 9-29-1914; d. 11-10-1916
George W. Blakeney, b. 11-27-1886; d. unknown
Mattie Shackelford Blakeney, b. 10-4-1883; d. 1-30-1920

These graves among a large number of Ashcraft graves.
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: HolmHogs@aol.com <HolmHogs@aol.com>
Date:  Thursday, May 20, 1999 3:15 PM

Subject: Mt. Vernon Methodist Cemetery:

The Mount Vernon Methodist Cemetery is located in the NorthEast section of the Belk Quad. USGS topo
map, 7.5 minute. The cemetery is in Fayette County, about 6 miles northwest of the town of Fayette, on
County Route 18.  Marked Blakeney graves:

John Thomas Blakeney, b. 11-15-1845; d. 6-16-1922. [the third son of Thomas Blakeney, 1800-1892, who
was born in SC and migrated to Fayette County in 1832. Thomas was the grandson of Capt. John Blakeney,
1732-1832, of Revolutionary War fame. John Thomas was the son of William).

Laura Appling Blakeney, b. 10-12-1845; d. 3-7-1915 [wife of John Thomas above]

J. Manley Blakeney, b. 1874; d. ??

Kate Dowd Blakeney, b. 1887; d. 1917 [wife of J. Manley above]

Infant Blakeney, b-d. 1917 [infant son of J. Manley and Kate]

Annie Dowd Blakeney, b. 1883; d. 1951
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Thursday, May 20, 1999 4:41 PM

Subject: Holliman - Stewart Cemetery:

The Holliman - Stewart Cemetery is located in the eastcentral section of the Bluff Quad., 7.5 minute, Fayette
County, AL. The cemetery is about 2 miles southwest of the Bluff Community on an improved county road.
Marked graves include:

William Bailey Holliman, b. 1-19-1875; d. 8-14-1950

Dora B. Mosley Holliman, b. 4-12-1880; d. 10-22-1900 [wife of William Bailey Holliman above]

Beverly Edwin Holliman, b. 8-31-1938; d. 1-3-1939

William Eli Holliman, b-d. 7-10-1930

James Frankiin Holliman, b. 1-29-1839; d. 1913. 1st Lieut., 58th Alabama Infantry, Company B, CSA [
son of Uriah H. Holliman, 1817 - 1862, CSA, and Mary Polly Lucas Holliman, 1824 - 1920]

Rebecca Utley Stewart Holliman, b. 10-26-1829; d. 11-21-1883 [ 1st wife of James Franklin Holliman
above: married on 7-2-1865]

Holland D, Holliman, b. 11-26-1867; d. 10-10-1868 [son of James F. and Rebecca U.]
Bertha Lee Holliman, b. 4-3-1904; d. 10-17-1923

Daniel F. Holliman, 10-20-1895; d. 5-27-1897 [son of James F. and B. L. Holliman]
Effie L Holliman, [daughter of S.B. and W.B. Holliman]

Bertha Lee Holiiman, b. 4-3-1904; d. 10-17-1923

Virginia Ann Holliman, b. 3-4-1876; d. 3-21-1948, 68 years

Infany son of Mr. & Mrs. John Halil Holliman, b-d. 2-2-1935 [from Birmingham, AL]








