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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Sunday, May 23, 1999 5.07 PM

Subject: Auto mechanics:

Dear Tom:

1 don't own a car: | drive a pickup and have since the mid 1960s ! My current is a 1990 Silverado Chev., 6
foot bed, 350 cu. inch V-8: a real rocket ! The truck | traded in for it was a 1970, C-20 Chev., 350 V-8: |
kept it 20 years and drove it to Central America three times among other places !

| have always done the maintenance and repairs. | routinety change the electrical system when | get a new
truck: throw away the distributor cap and button (sorry aluminum contacts) and replace with a racing cap and
button with brass electrodes. Also put in heavy duty plug wiring and platinum plugs. This does wonders for
performance. The current truck, at 77,000 miles, is on its second set of the above. | get 23 m/gat at 75 m/hr
on the highway ! | now pay somebody else to do brakes but | stiil put in filters and oil. I've had great success
with Chev. Never had any other brand.

| was bad sick yesterday: bronchitis, fever, headache. But, it seems to be diminishing today. | must get in
shape for the Nashville trip next weekend.

| have been on the wire with James Reed Blakeney in GA today. He is a fount of knowledge on the Fayette
County bunch. He too is 71 and has memories of meeting our ancestors. I'm looking forward to the snail-
mail tomorrow: it should contain a photo of Jerry Blakeney, Thomas' oreo son who would be my 4-great
uncle ! Jerry would be a half brother to your Mary Polly Blakeney so what is he to you ? Very interesting !!!

When am | going to get a photo of you and yours ?

| meant to comment on my meds to fight this infection. When | get one of these bronchitis episodes, | jump
on Augmentin, 875 mg (a real "horse pill” in size and affect) and it has never let me down: potent stuff. |
have a predilection for respiratory infections since | had pneumonia in 1985.

I have moved thee-me correspondence from a 1 inch binder to a 3 inch binder ! | started a whole new library
since Christmas !

Come back. Regards, Cuz
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Sunday, May 23, 1999 7:54 PM

Subject: Medical:

Cuz:

| have a recurrent mycoplasmal pulmonary problem which opens the way for other bacterial invasion: bacteria
that you normally carry but can turn pathogenic when given the chance like Hemophillus influenzae.
Augmentin (amoxycillin & others) is my salvation.

Urinary tract infections are notoriously difficult to eradicate with one round of medication. The War
Department just finished her second round of meds for the treatment of recurrent cystitis (bladder infection).
Cystitis is treated with one group of meds, kidney infection (nephritis) with another group.

| finished a Ph.D. at Florida State in 1960 in medical microbiology. The National institutes of Health gave me
a chance to go back to medical school in 1971 based on my research productivity so | accepted. A string was
attached. | had to do my fellowship in the tropical Americas and retum to do practice with indigents. My
work was centered at the Behrhorst Hospital in Chemaltenango, Guatemala, and | would work 7 months in VA
and go back to Guatemala. It was fun but non-profitable. I'm lucky that | kept my medical teaching career in
VA for retirement: that is my source of pension. However, | had a most satisfying and exciting career in
Guatemala.

Be back soon. Regards, Cuz
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Sunday, May 23, 1999 6:56 PM

Subject: Re: Auto mechanics:

Dear Doc,

It's good you're so handy with a car/truck. | changed the plugs in probably
record time today (for me)--maybe 2 hours. A couple of years ago, | changed
out the plugs & the wires--took me most of the day! I'm getting a little

better now. They told me about a $1.79 upgraded variety of plugs. | just

got the standard 89 cent ones. Will probably get rid of the thing soon,

anyway.

Good to hear you're feeling better. What was it that got a hold on you? |
hardly ever get sick, so a couple of years ago when | had a urinary tract
infection, | literally didn't know how to act. | had fever, the sweats,
etc.--really miserable for 3-4 days until the antibiotic could take effect.
Then about 3 weeks later, it came back (or maybe hadn't completely gone
away). This time | caught it before it got as bad as before. They gave me
an antibiotic intravenously, then a week's supply to take orally. That
finally did it. 1 was told a man can expect to get that twice in his life,

and | got mine in the space of no more than a month! Don't remember what
kind of antibiotic it was, but the 2nd one, combined with the intravenous,
did the trick. Guess it's helpful to be a medical doctor to get to know
about the medications, etc. (Or you're a Ph.D., though, aren't you? For
some reason, I'm still a little vague on that.)

If Mary Polly Blakeney is my g-g-grandmother, then Jerry would have to be my
1/2 g-g-g-uncle. My Dad and brothers might be interested to hear about that
episode.

I think | can dig up a fairly recent photo of us, and | should fire that off
to you today. I've been meaning to do that and keep forgetting.

Better go for right now.
Yer cuz,

Tom

————— Original Message--—-

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Sunday, May 23, 1999 4:12 PM

Subject: Auto mechanics:
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Sunday, May 23, 1999 2:22 AM

Subject: Re: A tale to tell:

Page 1 of 3

Dear Doc,

That is definitely interesting. This was Bellzy's father, huh? That was
probably a lot more common than is generally thought.

"Tis a rare man who does not stray from the path." - Anonymous

Who knows? Centuries from now, it might be that races will commonly
intermarry, complementing each other and all but ridding the world of
bigotry as we now know it. | had heard that about Thomas Jefferson but
don't know any details. | do know he had slaves, as did practically anyone
of means at that time.

Angelica's party went fine. The kids (2 girls, 4 boys) just left about a

half hour ago. | grilled them some chili dogs. They also had chips and
homemade dip and baked beans. They left almost all the coke, d.p., and
sprite. That was a surprise. They seemed to have a good time. When the
residents took over the water polo pool, they went over to the large pool

and continued their mischief. Then we sugared them up with some cake just
before they left. They all seemed to enjoy themselves. Might should have
saved this until next weekend. They've still got 4 days of finals next week
until school is out. Oh, well.

| got your e-mail on the Ashcraft Corners Cemetery. | keep trying to

interest my brothers in the family ancestry. One of them has never shown a
whole lot of interest. The other one, though, seemed to be as enthusiastic
as | was about 3 years ago, but then when | started getting so much
information, it might have overwhelmed him. Same with my Dad. He had been
told by his mother (Eldora) that the Hollimans were Dutch in origin. |

believe he was surprised that this information was erroneous. His
information was also that William Pierre Holliman's father was named "Hohn
Holliman," but we know it was Uriah. It could be he's also overwhelmed by
all this information. | sent him a chart the other day of as much as | know

up to James Grantson. [ left some holes I still have about information
connected with Roy Holliman, son of Rebecca Drucilla Holliman, daughter of
Uriah. |1 met Roy briefly in about 1979, when of course my mind was on
practically anything but genealogy. He died about 1993 in Ardmore,

Oklahoma. Rebecca married John Thomas Holliman, son of Warren C. Holliman.

Roy is, therefore, double first cousin to Eldora Holliman, my paternal
grandmother, and first cousin to your grandfather, James Monroe Holliman.
Anyway, | have no information on Roy's wife or their descendants—hopefully
Dad canfill in a few holes there.
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Well, Angelica has a concert at the school in a few minutes. I'd better get
ready. Come on back when you can.

Yer cuz,

Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date: Saturday, May 22, 1999 12:21 PM

Subject: A tale to tell:

Dear Tom:

| have been procrastinating for about a week until | got all my facts in
order regarding the following tale.

| am absolutely certain now that the story unfolded here is true beyond
doubt.

Thomas Blakeney [1800-1892] was the grandson of Capt. John Blakeney by way
of Capt. John's son, William. He was born in South Carolina. There he met

and married Sarah Kemp, born 1807. They had children in SC before migrating
to Fayette County, Alabama, about 1832. They are listed as some of the

earliest homesteaders in the Newtonville Community. Over time they had 8
children: 3 boys and 5 girls. Thomas was a slave owner and was generous to

a fault. He shared his home and victuals with a variety of unfortunates.

He was in the farming and stock business.

When Sarah died on 13 Feb. 1861, he had other family and friends living in

his home. | do not know how many slaves he had, but he "had" one in the
Biblical sense: a mistress who was half black-half Cherokee who bore him a
handsome son. They named this baby Jerry and he was much admired by old
Thomas. The boy grew up in Thomas' house and slept in a bedroom with
Newton Blakeney, an orphaned grandson from his son, William, who was killed
in the Civil War [1862]. Newton was my 2-great uncle and his sister,

Bellzy Ann Blakeney, was my great grandmother. Old Thomas adopted all of
William's kids after he was killed and reared them as his own. All these

kids grew up with Jerry.

My ultimate source of information on this tale is James Reed Blakeney of GA.

He has documentation from descendants of Jerry: one a state senator from

Colorado and another a retired professor from Oberlin College in Ohio. Some

of Reed's family did not embrace the news of this illegitamacy with a

receptive attitude !| However, Jerry Blakeney, born a slave, stayed in

Newtonville and cared for his father until Thomas died in 1892. Reed has a
_picture of Jerry and | hope to get a copy !!

Page 2 of 3
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: HolmHogs@aol.com <HolmHogs@aol.com>
Date:  Friday, May 21, 1999 8:00 PM

Subject: Ashcraft Corners Cemetery:

Ashcraft Corners Church and Cemetery is in the Kennedy Quad. of the USGS topo, 7.5
minute, on the southern Fayette County, Alabama, line adjoining Pickens County, on Route
159. James Vincent Blakeney, b. 5-1-1850; d. 4-30-1936 Sarah Elizabeth Blakeney, b. 1-
15-1855; d. 1-7-1942 Mack Blakeney, b. 8-1-1879; d. unknown Daisy Blakeney, b. 7-7-
1881; d. 10-30-1934 Fannie Nabors Blakeney, b. 11-15-1889; d. 9-6-1923 William M.
Blakeney, b. 5-24-7?; 27 yrs. 4 mo. 13 days Carrie Blakeney, Dau., b. 9-29-1914; d. 11-10-
1916 George W. Blakeney, b. 11-27-1886; d. unknown Mattie Shackelford Blakeney, b. 10-
4-1883; d. 1-30-1920 These graves among a large number of Ashcraft graves.

Ashcraft Corners Church and Cemetery is in the Kennedy Quad. of the USGS topo, 7.5 minute, on the
southern Fayette County, Alabama, line adjoining Pickens County, on Route 159.

James Vincent Blakeney, b. 5-1-1850; d. 4-30-1936
Sarah Elizabeth Blakeney, b. 1-15-1855; d. 1-7-1942
Mack Blakeney, b. 8-1-1879; d. unknown

Daisy Blakeney, b. 7-7-1881; d. 10-30-1934

Fannie Nabors Blakeney, b. 11-15-1889; d. 9-6-1923
William M. Blakeney, b. 5-24-??; 27 yrs. 4 mo. 13 days
Carrie Biakeney, Dau., b. 9-29-1914; d. 11-10-1916
George W. Blakeney, b. 11-27-1886; d. unknown
Mattie Shackelford Blakeney, b. 10-4-1883; d. 1-30-1920

These graves among a large number of Ashcraft graves.
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net>

Date:  Saturday, May 22, 1999 1:15 PM

Subject: A tale to tell:

Dear Tom:

| have been procrastinating for about a week until  got all my facts in order regarding the following tale.
| am absolutely certain now that the story unfolded here is true beyond doubt.

Thomas Blakeney [1800-1892] was the grandson of Capt. John Blakeney by way of Capt. John's son,
William. He was born in South Carolina. There he met and married Sarah Kemp, born 1807. They had
children in SC before migrating to Fayette County, Alabama, about 1832. They are listed as some of the
earliest homesteaders in the Newtonville Community. Over time they had 8 children: 3 boys and 5 girls.
Thomas was a slave owner and was generous to a fault. He shared his home and victuals with a variety of
unfortunates. He was in the farming and stock business.

When Sarah died on 13 Feb. 1861, he had other family and friends living in his home. | do not know how
many slaves he had, but he "had" one in the Biblical sense: a mistress who was half black-half Cherokee
who bore him a handsome son. They named this baby Jerry and he was much admired by old Thomas. The
boy grew up in Thomas' house and slept in a bedroom with Newton Blakeney, an orphaned grandson from his
son, William, who was killed in the Civil War [1862]. Newton was my 2-great uncle and his sister, Bellzy
Ann Blakeney, was my great grandmother. Old Thomas adopted all of William's kids after he was killed and
reared them as his own. All these kids grew up with Jerry.

My ultimate source of information on this tale is James Reed Blakeney of GA. He has documentation from
descendants of Jerry: one a state senator from Colorado and another a retired professor from Oberlin
College in Ohio. Some of Reed's family did not embrace the news of this illegitamacy with a receptive
attitude ! However, Jerry Blakeney, bom a slave, stayed in Newtonville and cared for his father until Thomas
died in 1892. Reed has a picture of Jerry and | hope to get a copy !!

"The blood of knights and illustrious family members runs also inside darker skins"
Reed has interviewed descendants of this mixed blood family.
How about this for a tale ? If Thomas Jefferson could do it, why not a Blakeney ?

Come back when you can. Warmest regards, RBH
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Thursday, May 27, 1999 11:56 PM

Subject: Re: Odds and ends:

Dear Doc,

I'll feel really bad if | don't make it in Oct. There's nothing I'd rather
do. I'll just have to see how it goes. I've just got to pull it off
somehow.

Top 2000 of the century--that really is an accomplishment. That's amazing.
Must be the Holliman blood line in you. I'm not surprised, judging by what
I've learned of our ancestry. By the way, did you determine what Reed's
relationship is to us?

I'm anxious to see the Jerry Blakeney photo.
Glad to see you have that crud under control. It's miserable being sick.

That article on Mary Polly Blakeney (my g-g-grandmother) and Louisa Howard
is interesting. I'm going to make sure that gets on the web site.

| spotted the #27 on the map. That's amazing that they're reconstructing
that house. Wonder who could be paying for that?

I've been told by some that subs are used for summer school, and by others
that they are not. There is one year-round elementary school that I've got

4 days lined up for next week. Just have to see how it goes. I'm thinking
about trying to get an emergency permit to teach some special ed. classes
starting this fall. Alternative Certification Program is a hassle and a

half, in particular considering the low pay. | am considering that also,
however.

If I don't talk to you before then, have a good time in Nashville, and give
me a full report.

Later,

Tom

----- Original Message-----

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net

Date: Thursday, May 27, 1999 9:27 PM

Subject: Odds and ends:
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Dear Tom:

| had been recommended for this honor about 25 years ago and the Cambridge
outfit collected ali my professional vitae at that time but | did not give

it further thought. So I guess that | did something right in the interim.

It was a complete surprise.

1 will forward a letter to you that | received from James Reed Blakeney
yesterday. We are making serious plans to meet in Birmingham sometime in
October and make the pilgrimage to Fayette County. The last paragraph
refers to the log house of Thomas Blakeney (1800 - 1892) that is being moved
and conserved. It is No. 27 on your 1850 map. It was built in 1832 and is
probably the oldest structure standing in Fayette Co. | was in the house
when | was a kid but didn't appreciate its significance then. It is nearly

168 years old ! I'm anxious to photograph it.

Reed sent me a copy of the Blakeney Family Newsletter, Vol. 1, No. 1. It
contains an article by Walt Holliman concerning information he obtained from
my Dad before he died. | quote, as folilows:

" Mary Polly Blakeney, daughter of Thomas Blakeney and his first wife, Sarah
Roberts, was born 6 Jan. 1835, in Fayette Co., Alabama. She warried
Warren C. Holliman in 1852. Cecil Holliman, deceased, told that there were
some suspicions that Louisa F, Howard, hired to nurse Mary in her final
illness, poisoned Mary so that she might take over her husband. Mary died,
by whatever means, at age 60 on 8 Sept. 1895. Warren did in fact marry
Louisa Howard on 12 Apr. 181896 at his home in Chapel Hill. Louisa died 22
Apr. 1901 and Warren on 4 Dec. 1908. Warren, who served in Co. B, 41st
Ala. Infantry Regiment with William Blakeney, Mary's brother, was wounded
several times in the Civil War. He, with the two wives on either side, is
buried in Chapel Hill Cemetery.” The William mentioned here is my 2-great
grandfather who was killed in the war and was the father of Bellzy Ann, my
great grandmother whose photo you have seen.

I will be sending you a picture of Jerry Blakeney, Thomas' illegitimate son
by his half-breed slave. Reed is going to have the original photo copied so
that we can get frame quality photos.

You will not in Reed's letter that, for the moment at least, he plans to

pick me up at the airport in Birmingham in Oct., and we proceed from there.
Of course, this is just the beginning of the planning stage. We hope that
you will join with us.

I'll be happy to get your photo: thanks in advance. Are you going to be in
the teaching game this summer ? | have been nursing the bronchitis with
antibiotics the size of horse pills and hope that | have it under control.
Have been loading several orders of ammo for friends, trying to get shop
work cleared so that | can go to Nashville without shortchanging any
customers.
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| must answer a letter from Reed so | will quit for now. Leave for
,\ Nashville early Sat. morning.
My best to all, RBH
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From: Tom Holcomb <webit@ghg.net>
To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Sunday, May 23, 1999 4:18 PM
Subject: Re: Old Thomas:

Dear Doc,

Thanks for clarifying the relationship about Thomas.

Hope you're over that malaise you experienced. It's no fun being sick.
Just changed out the plugs in the buggy. Runs better now, but still not up
to par. Will replace the plugs next and see if that does it. I'd like to
adjust the timing but don't know where to do it. Used to be easy with the
older cars.

Thanks for the comment about Angelica's name. It was very carefully chosen.
(Her middle name is Dawn.)

I'm organizing all my recent correspondence in order to get my facts
straight.

Come on back,
Yer cuz,
Tom

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: webit@ghg.net <webit@ghg.net
Date: Sunday, May 23, 1999 11:25 AM
Subject: Old Thomas:

Dear Tom:

| am covered up with e-mails from yesterday's productivity. Will make this
short and get back to you later with a more relaxed epistle.

Old Thomas was my 3-great grandpa: Bellzy Ann's GRANDPA. He raised her
after her father (Thomas' son) William was killed in the Civil War (1862:
Charlestown, TN).

I'm glad that Angelica's party went well: what a lovely name !

Be back tonight. Prosit, RBH








