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‘This book was found in a box of letters, marked “Old Greer Letters” in Mrs. Isaac Greer's attic in
Banner Elk, North Carolina in 1990.

Civil War Book by Lieutenant Isaac Wilson.

“This is believed to be Isaac Wilson's notebook. He was a 2™ Licutenant in the 98 North Carolina Militia
with a date of rank Feb. 19, 1862. Then appointed Quartermaster on June 20, 1862. Then 1* Sgt of
Company A 11® Battalion of North Carolina Home Guard. He was bor in 1822 and was married to
Caroline Greer Wilson, daughter of Frankie and Jesse Greer, Jr. His home was located near the Tenncssce
line in the southwest comer of Ashe County, North Carolina, one mile from Watauga County.

(See enclosed letter by Lyle Bishop explaining that this is the only known Roll Book of Company A, 11* of
NC Home Guard in existence.)

The book is six inches by three and a halfinches and is handmade. The paper has lines and is sown between
a picce of leather, used for backing. There are approximately twenty pages, with writing on both sides of
most pages. The pages are not uniform in size and the book has been written starting from both the front
and the back, with some of the writing appearing upside down on certain pages. There appears to be three
different handwritings and a few of the entries were made after Isaac Wilson was killed by “Bushwhackers”.
(He was home for a few days and was shot in the back while plowing his field on June 17, 1864.)

“The book was Isaac Wilson's personal notebook recording money paid and money owed. There are also
‘accounts of how many bushels of thrashed wheat went to different people. He refers to paying people for
cotton and “breaking flax". He also recorded paying for pasturing horses. On page 30 he has collected
money to buy bonds in Morganton, NC and has signed the list s “Balance is my own” and signed his name.
“The handwriting here is the same as the lists of men’s names on the Roll Call dated March 17, 1864.

Isaac Wilson's brother-in-law, Wilbum Greer moved to Banner Elk, North Carolina in 1886. His sister,
Polly Greer Jones, and her husband, William Jones, had previously moved into the home of Jesse and
Frankie Greer, Isaac Wilson's In-Laws.) They were given the family property in exchange for looking after
Polly's parents. When Polly died in Feb. 1889, William Jones kicked Frankie and Jesse Greer out of their
home. They ended up in an older home in Banner EIK, next to their son, Wilbum Greer. They brought their
household goods with them. These included the wil of Frankie Greer's Mother, the Civil War Book, and
framed pictures of Isaac and Caroline Wilson.

William Albert Wilson, one of Caroline and Isaac’s sons, wrote a book about what happened during and
after the Civil War. “The Early Life of Wm. Albert Wilson” recalls tales of the “Bushwhackers™ and the
death of 1saac Wilson. The Bushwhackers came from just across the line in Tennessee and most of them
‘were known by name as they were actually neighbors. (The Civil War was just an excuse they used o seal,
‘while most of the men were away fighting in the war.) They were constantly raiding the area where Isaac
Wilson's farm was located. It got so bad that Caroline Wilson buried copper and pewter pots, pans, and
dishes to keep them from being stolen. She buried everything she felt wouldn't be damaged by the dirt. She
‘marked the areas where her belongings were hidden by planting trees, 5o she was able to retreve them afier
the war. Another time, new clothes made for her cight children were hurriedly thrown up on the roof 10 keep
them from being stolen during a night raid. She also 10ld of the time she was sewing a new dress and
hurriedly threw it under her skirt in order to save it from the thieves. She had o pretend that she was 100
frightened to stand up. She sent some household things to her father, Jesse Greer's house for safekeeping
because the raids weren't as severe there. Her Mother, Frankie Greer, chased after them when they stole
butter and honey. Stealing the honey was the final straw for her 5o she decided they weren’t going o get to
enjoy eating it She followed them and when they stopped t0 rest and cat the honey, she threw a rock as hard
as she could and broke the jar. The angry Bushwhacker, named Henry Parsons, charged her with his
bayonet and permancatly injured one of her fingers when he severed an artery. She later referred to her
damaged finger as her Henry Parson Finger.
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