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Virginia Ruth Holliman Cornelius, 1922
the Sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman

Born in Irondale, Alabama, my Aunt Virginia was the third and last daughter of my grandparents. Below in 1923 is baby Virginia on the left in the hat, with an unnamed baby on the right.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-6b3BpY37UeM/TapNLJDhedI/AAAAAAAACPQ/ve1x2H9szGc/s320/1923+Virginia+with+another+baby.jpg]




Below is a fantastic photograph from cousin Charles Halford Ferrell of four of the Holliman siblings from 1928. Left to right is Virginia, Ralph in the wheel barrel, and his two oldest sisters, Loudelle and Vena, who are both in bib overalls! Notice the car with the canvas top in the background. 
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-k3or_pEf6BQ/TcazZUS8kzI/AAAAAAAACVA/QrOBQR6u_z4/s320/1928+Virginia%252C+Ralph%252C+Loudelle+%2526+Vena.jpg]

Below in the middle 1930s, Virginia is supervising young Mary Daly Herrin's dip in the Gulf of Mexico. Robert Daly took his extended family every summer to Florida to enjoy sun and sand. Paved roads and more reliable automobiles made middle class vacations possible by the third decade of the 20th Century. As with her brother Ralph and Bishop, Virginia attended and graduated from Shades-Cahaba High School. As with the rest of the family World War II would change her world forever.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-INHPi9qAdPE/TapOCeGSL3I/AAAAAAAACPg/LLhSiLne3bQ/s320/1936+ca+Mary+Daly+%2526+Virginia+Holliman+Cornelius.jpg]

More Next Post on the sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman....

Virginia Ruth Holliman Cornelius, 1922
the Sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-oMu0_wksOVs/Tca04z0cZ8I/AAAAAAAACVE/HsrdmR2xXQk/s320/1937+Virginia+%2526+Mary+in+Miami.jpg]

In 1937, Robert Daly rented a house in Miami, Florida for his summer vacation in the Sunshine state. As usual his sister-in-law Virginia went along to help supervise Mary Herrin, now six years old. Here the two sit on a porch. Note Virginia's dress and shoes. 
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-qhcyEAM-tZs/Tca2DuYlsHI/AAAAAAAACVI/VM3mnG8VAhU/s320/1943+ca+Walter+Cornelius.jpg]
And the war came....Virginia met a gregarious young student while in high school, Walter Cornelius. He later attended Howard College (now Samford University) in Woodlawn. By late January 1942, they were married, and by 1943, Walter (above) was in uniform. Here he is in the yard between the Holliman and Daly houses in Irondale, a lawn where countless photographs were taken from the 1930s to the 1950s. 

While Walter was in school in 1942 and 1943, Virginia began working in her brother-in-law's bank in Woodlawn. Robert Daly had lost several men to the draft by 1942, and Virginia started working, temporarily. Little did she know it would be a life-time career, and she would pioneer women in Alabama banking. 

After World War II, Walter returned home from the Pacific, finished law school and began a career at an attorney. For Virginia and Walter, two girls were soon born - Nancy Carol Cornelius Morton(1945) and Susan Cornelius Williams (1949).
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ycYMKGkwLjc/TjHE9_C_q6I/AAAAAAAACf8/H7ftrARggmE/s400/1950%2BUlyss%2B%2526%2BNancy%2BCarol%2BCornelius.jpg]

The above clipping ran in 1950 in the Birmingham News. It shows, of all things, Ulyss Holliman with Carol Cornelius, five years old, at a cooking school in downtown Birmingham. Forgive this grandson of Ulyss, but it is difficult for me one to fathom my grandfather attending a cooking demonstration and second, taking a grandchild with him! On the right of the clipping is a portion of Mary Daly and E.C. Herrin's 1951 wedding article. My thanks to cousin Mary for the loan of the article which I scanned into my computer.
Virginia Ruth Holliman Cornelius, 1922
the Sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman

Below is a charming 1959 Christmas card of Carol and Susan Cornelius at their home in Homewood, Alabama. Both girls now live in Texas with their own families and grandchildren.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/--39s56mb9K0/Tcpv8c1XG3I/AAAAAAAACWc/M4wtYtI-6nA/s320/1959+ca+Nancy+Carol+and+Susan+Cornelius.jpg]

On Virginia's 80th birthday in 2002, her daughters prepared a lovely multi-page biography of their Mother. I can't improve on it, so I reproduce it here with their permission. Just click on the pages and it will enlarge for reading purposes.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zd28IGRV3cM/TcpwqhftUVI/AAAAAAAACWg/QAmqqzvAivc/s320/2002+Virginia+bio+001.jpg]

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uhGH2Ovd9BE/Tcpw0Zdz7II/AAAAAAAACWk/Xn9NdzA3Vjw/s640/2002+Virginia+bio+3+001.jpg]
Here is a photo from the 2002 birthday party when this biography was presented. Left to right, Motie Holliman, who has passed away, Ralph Holliman, Virginia, Bishop Holliman and Bishop's wife, Ellen Cox Holliman. Ralph is in the insert picture in the biography above.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vN_HLoJ07Us/Tcpxkdq7nWI/AAAAAAAACWs/5Onr3w5jzzA/s320/2002+Motie%252C+Ralph%252C+Virginia%252C+Bishop+%2526+Ellen.jpg]

More of her printed biography in the next post....


Note: The information and opinions expressed in these family biographies are those of the writer alone. Comments, corrections and additions are most welcome. The purpose of these articles is to capture a period and family in American history and to pass this legacy along to future generations who share the common bond of family.



Virginia Ruth Holliman Cornelius, 1922
the Sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman

We continue to post the 2002 biography of Virginia as prepared by her family.

Continued from the previous posting...
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-NKNZl_MjOnc/TcqMAvEw6oI/AAAAAAAACW0/AGdGti2dGeo/s640/2002+Virginia+biio+4+001.jpg]


Below, in 1970, Virginia, right, visits with her sister, Loudelle Holliman Ferrell.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Pu59rbhe-YE/TcqMjHzrskI/AAAAAAAACW4/ODC8ZyzJGgQ/s320/1970+sisters+Virginia+%2526+Loudell.jpg]
Photo by Glenn Holliman at Mary and E.C. Herrin's, Irondale, Alabama
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-R_fPKMVPZBM/TcqNIIxZVMI/AAAAAAAACW8/sqgbd1MdMmg/s640/2002+Virginia+bio+5.jpg]

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-MUww5izZcQY/TjHELCDCl6I/AAAAAAAACf0/Oc9glZK8T4w/s320/1960s+Virginia+%2526+Walter+Cornelius.jpg]
Virginia and Walter, second from right, in happy days in the 1960s.

More Next Posting on this pioneer in Alabama business....
Virginia Ruth Holliman Cornelius, 1922
the Sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman

We continue from the previous post with the printed biography of my Aunt Virginia Holliman Cornelius, a pioneer for women in Alabama banking. Virginia lives today in Austin, Texas near her children.
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-CRn_kZ42ewc/TcqOYZqbCCI/AAAAAAAACXA/dYlukvTZysI/s640/2002+Virginia+biio+4+001+-+Copy.jpg]

Below, Vena, Ralph, Virginia and Bishop, four brothers and sisters in 1978 in Birmingham, Alabama.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Q8QndO6d3qU/TcqOzRqg4TI/AAAAAAAACXE/Bj0vX91Ev6Y/s320/1978+Vena%252C+Ralph%252C+Virginia+%2526+Bishop+-+siblings.jpg]

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4rSNS4dvuB4/TcqPayrfjbI/AAAAAAAACXI/GUP1n2JHXhE/s320/1985+Virginia%2527s+retirement+ca.jpg]
Above, grand daughter, Carla Sebesta, Carol Cornelius Morton, Susan Cornelius Williams, Virginia, and an Am South executive at her retirement in 1990 in Birmingham, Alabama. The clippings from Am South through the years describing Virginia's career have been many.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-fU0TSOV25-s/TjHGQ_ymNdI/AAAAAAAACgA/2PpR_jIYDyk/s320/1990+Virginia+Cornelius+retirement+clipping.jpg]




Below, the immediate family as of 2002 of Virginia.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-vo9MncGDFdo/TcqP511rIAI/AAAAAAAACXM/P2ClTJPdkfw/s320/2002+Virginia+bioi+2+001.jpg]


Next posting, before featuring the seventh child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman, we shall detour to the 1930s for a nostalgic look of summer vacations by Bishop Holliman, the fifth child.


Note: The information and opinions expressed in these family biographies are those of the writer alone. Comments, corrections and additions are most welcome. The purpose of these articles is to capture a period and family in American history and to pass this legacy along to future generations who share the common bond of family.


The Passing of Virginia Holliman Cornelius, 1922 – 2011
by Glenn N. Holliman, a nephew

On November 3, 2011, after a long decline, my Aunt Virginia left this life in Austin, Texas. In the blog last summer (see older articles section), with the help of her daughters, Carol and Susan, we were able to share part of her story with the larger family. Her daughters had written and published a thoughtful biography of her on her 80th birthday in 2002, which they kindly let me reproduce.

Since the spring of 2011 with the writings of my father, Bishop Holliman, numerous cousins and family memorabilia and photographs, I have been preparing and posting articles on a generation of a Southern family that was deeply affected by the Great Depression and World War II. 


Recently, I was able to visit and spend time with my surviving uncle, Ralph Holliman, now of Gulf Shores, Alabama. Later in this space, I will be sharing some of his story with his great nieces and nephews who have been born long after World War II and who will experience most of their lives in the 21st Century.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-MdmisnmldYk/TuJ5o5KDK-I/AAAAAAAACvY/9scIrr-s0gM/s1600/1964+Birmingham%252C+Virginia+Cornelius.jpg]
Virginia Holliman Cornelius, above, in 1964.

With the death of Virginia, my last aunt has passed away on my Father’s side of the family. Three girls were born to Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman, each unique and beautiful in different ways. Vena Holliman Daly Buckheit (1910 - 1990) married in 1928 to Robert Daly, Sr., a banker and fabulous mentor to Bishop, Virginia and Ralph Holliman during their growing up in Irondale, Alabama. Vena was full of grace and poise, dignified and soft spoken and a lovely Southern lady who brought charm and calm to the family.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-kklPNNYEpvY/TuJ4YF2N5HI/AAAAAAAACvA/8Taysyg1vdI/s320/1970+Vena%252C+Bishop+%2526+Loudell%252C+Birmingham%252C+AL.jpg]
Above left Vena Holliman Daly Bucheit (1910 – 1990), Bishop Holliman (1919) and Loudelle Ferrell (1914 – 1996) at the 1970 Irondale, Alabama reunion.

Loudelle Holliman Ferrell (1914 – 1996), quiet, graceful, dignified, thoughtful, she married an up and coming Methodist minister, Charles H. Ferrell, in 1935. A graduate of Birmingham-Southern and Yale Divinity School, this well-educated man served as another strong role model for the three youngest Holliman children of that generation. By 1935, the two older brothers, Melton (1908 – 1958) and Euhal Holliman (1912 – 1989), had already married and left the parental home.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-t_zwVrEKrhg/TuJ7tpH_CyI/AAAAAAAACvo/9jwgaC9rDIo/s320/1940+The++Owl%252C+Shades+Cahaba%252C+Walter+and+Virignia+Holliman+Cornelius.jpg]
Above center is Virginia and to the left is her future husband, Walter Cornelius behind the type writer at Shades Cahaba High School. Third from the right may be Ralph Holliman, Virginia's younger brother.


At Shades Cahaba High School, Class of 1941, Virginia seems to have won every award and held every office possible. When one reviews The Owl, the school yearbook, she leaps out of many pages, sitting center in almost all the group photos, obviously the leader, the poised, already accomplished person readying to come of age in a world still dominated by the male gender. 


In early winter of 1942, Virginia and Walter married at the home of Robert and Vena Daly in Irondale, Alabama. War interrupted that marriage, with Walter in 1943 entering the Army Air Corp and after training in the U.S., was stationed in Saipan. He was there as a ground crew person when the B-29 aircraft took off from nearby Tinian Island and dropped the atomic bombs that effectively ended the Pacific War.
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-aMS_VqWkUzY/TuJ7_yI5msI/AAAAAAAACvw/qlgaV3xugJU/s320/1943+Walter+%2526+Virginia+Holliman+Cornelius.jpg]
Virginia and Walter at one of his training stations in the United States before assignment to the Pacific.

During the War, Virginia took ‘temporary’ employment at her brother-in-law Robert Daly’s bank in Woodlawn, Alabama and remained in banking while giving birth in 1945 to Nancy Carol Cornelius Morton and in 1951 to Susan Cornelius Williams. 


After the War using the G.I. Bill, Walter became an accomplished lawyer. Walter also was a talented guitar player and often led his own band. The couple would raise their daughters to maturity, before the war time marriage ended in divorce in the early 1970s. Walter died in 2006.
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-a1Ke4RvzmzU/TuJ8UktoeRI/AAAAAAAACv4/lWh4jrV32vc/s320/1964+Birmingham%252C+the+snow+of+1964%252C+Virginia%252C+Walter+%2526+Carol+Cornelius.jpg]
A rare, heavy snow in Birmingham in 1964 with Virginia, Walter and Carol Cornelius.
For Virginia, the employment opportunity of banking during World War II became a career, a pioneering enterprise for a woman of her generation. She broke many ‘glass ceilings’ in a male-dominated profession, and served as a role model for the females in her extended family and no doubt, a mentor for many in financial services. For this she was recognized in publications and by her peers. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XJ8C7hrq8pM/TuJ9DgbpalI/AAAAAAAACwI/u5CpzqE4bp0/s320/1990+Carol+Morton%252C+Susan+Williams+%2526+their+mother%252C+Virginia+Holliman+Cornelius.jpg]
Three lovely ladies, above, Carol, Susan and their mother, Virginia on a 1990s cruise. 
On November 20, 2011, members of her family gathered in Dallas, Texas to honor Virginia’s life and accomplishments. In spite of her tremendous career, I suspect she would say that her greatest accomplishments were the daughters, grandchildren and great grandchildren that gathered with other family members to celebrate a life well-lived.
For the record, I insert the Birmingham News obituary published November 7 and 8, 2011.

CORNELIUS, VIRGINIA H. Virginia H. Cornelius, of Birmingham, AL, passed from this life and into the presence of her Lord and Savior on 11/3/2011 at the age of 89. She was born in Irondale, AL, on 2/28/1922. Virginia graduated from Shades Cahaba High School and attended Samford University and LSU. She retired as Sr. VP of AmSouth Bank (now Regions Bank) and was the first woman to hold this position. Virginia is still remembered as the "First Lady of AmSouth". Her civic activities included: President Homewood Chamber of Commerce and Secretary for the Board of Trustees at Samford University. Virginia was published in the book, "You Too Can Be an Executive". Boo Boo, as her grandchildren called her, loved life and until she went into that "long goodbye of Alzheimer's", spent time with her family and friends, traveling, visiting, and babysitting her grandchildren. Virginia was preceded in death by her grandson, Eric Blomstran and five brothers and sisters. She will be remembered as a wonderful Christian woman who never hid her light and always strived to be the best in everything that she undertook. Virginia was and will continue to be a tremendous inspiration to all of us who had the wonderful privilege of knowing and loving her. She is survived her daughters, Carol C. Morton of San Antonio, TX, and Susan Williams of Cedar Park, TX, two brothers, 6 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. Virginia resided in San Antonio, TX, at the time of her death. The memorial service for her will be conducted at: Fellowship Bible Church, 9330 N. Central Expressway, Dallas, TX, at 4:00 p.m., November 20, 2011. RSVP to: (512) 626-3559. In lieu of flowers, a tax deductible donation in memory of Virginia Cornelius may be made to one of the following: Barabbas Ministries, P.O. Box 461531, San Antonio, TX 78246-1531 or Fellowship Bible Church, 9330 N. Central Expressway, Dallas, TX 75231.

As one of nineteen first cousins of the seven children of Ulyss and Pearl Holliman, I marvel at the lives of my aunts and uncles. They were for our times “The Greatest Generation”. GNH


image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg
COMMENORNTION
OFSOYEARS

S

ol Caniu ol iiiig




image9.jpeg
ighy years o Viginia Rt was bon

I P e Uiy Selman i, on
Febiary 28, 1922 ho s the st ahid ou of
seven, four boysan e gl She vas o
Tondie, Alsas, a sur of Birminghan,

s was oy snemployd for g wcksdurig
the Gret Deprsion. however money ws gt o
the ity of . U wored epaiin e wooden
benches and s o th Birmingar Fcie
Cono

Viginia enenbers vinging o h porch swing
ith bl brote,Bshop,Snging e e e
f te Cokesuy Hymnal. S and Biop o0k mary
ummertime s wih i ol ister Ve, s s, Vo' hustand,
Rober Dy

She lso s ond memres fseningtenight with s Grandm
e who ved down the st They would o up i b and randim
Cae ol e e s o e ool chidhood

st befor Chstres ne s, Vigini's mothergve Bishop smep-
fume  give o s gl Viginshad waned e pefame for sl for
Chrismasand o she n away o hom 0t averyon Knw how gt e
was. She it o s, howeve, she ol vent s door 0 hr s, Vs
bouse. Tha Cvstmas, she hd s of petns aner o e o verone

Vi & Raph, 121

SCHOOL DAYS

Vigna ook the schol bus o and from Shded
Cahaba High School every day. The school bus
crossed a ool of Artesan wate, which the locals
named, “The Blue Hole." It was ltr in e that she |
Would be icknamed “The Bluc Hole Queen.” She
exceeded well n school and received many awards
She was a district finais in the Ninth Congressional
Distriet Oratory Tests, and a Delegat t0 the Red Cross
Convention in Washington, D.C. She was lsed n the
“Wh's Wha" of American High Schools, V.. of the

Vi National Honor Societ, Red Cross Council President,

Edior of the yearbook, V.. ofthe Girl Reserves, and a Salutatoian of er class

She was also voted Best All Around. When asked what she wanted (0 be i lfe,





image10.jpeg
’i"a

£

&




image11.jpeg
she replied that she wanted to be First Lady of the Urited States. It was during
these High School days that she would meet Walter Comnelius, a handsome,
smart and ambitious young man.

WAR YEARS

Virginia went (0 atend Samford University. Walter took  job in Atlanta.
“The two would not be apart for long, however, they were married on Jamuary
30,1942, before Walte joined the Arm. Virginia followed him o many of his
posts. One such city was Scotfield, iinois, where Virginia received an award
for doing the best job at making raincoats for the Army. Walter was eventually
sent 10 the South Pacific, and Virginia went to work at the Woodlawn Branch of
First National Bank. Her brother-in-law, Robert Daly, was the manager there.
and helped her obtain a positon for 60 a month, fling checks. A child was
bom to Walter and Virginia, on September 4, 1945, Carol and on November 3,
1949, Susan was born.

CAREER

Virginia went 0 work in 1951 at First
National Bank's Homewood Branch. Virginia
worked while Walter attended classes t the
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa to become.
alawyer. Trying to

balance family and carcer was not easy. One
day, unable 10 get anyone 10 stay with two-year
old Susan, Virgnia brought her to work., Susan
spentthe day happily playing with a sack of
silver dollass on the floor of the vault.

‘irginia was promoted from assistant
cashier and assistant branch manager {0 become
the only woman branch manager of AmSouth in
1968. In 1970, she rose (o the posiion of Vice
President. In 1977, she was promoted to
Branch Supervisor in Branch Administration at
the Main office in Birmingham, and in 1952
she achieved a milestone. She became the first
‘woman promoted 1o the position of Senior Vice
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President of AmSouth. In addition, she became the head of all Birmingham
branches in 1985, During the years of her career, she was also President of the
Homewood Chamber of Commerce, and hosted a reception for the Miss.
America of 1975 in her home. She was also lsted i the 1970 edition of Wha's.
‘Who of American Women. In acdition,she graduated from the LSU School of
Banking. She and Walter were active members of the Briarwood Presbyterian
Church.

LATER YEARS

Virginia and Walter were divorced in 1972,
Waltereventually remaried, and Virginia continued
working with the Bank. She traveled o different
convention sies where the bank would send her as
well as traveling all around the world on her vacation
time. She became friends with a fun-loving man,
Albert Blutman who also loved (o ravel. She and her
sister, Vena would take many trips

Ve together over the years. One of
her favorite trips was one to Ireland with her icce and
nephew, Mary and E.C. Herrin, and her brother, Bshop.

‘She also traveled to China with Albert. She took her

daughters, Susan and Carol to New York, Paris, London and

on a two week cruise of the Mediterranean in which Bishop

and his wife, Anne came.

In 1990, Virginia retired

from the Bank, and was given a
Jarge recepion. She was called out of etirement
frequenty to do business for AmSouth. Today she
lives in Austin, close o her daughters, children and
sreat-grandchildren, who know her as “Boo Boo."
She sill loves to travel and will go at a moment's
nolice. She went on twa cruises last year o the

Aben & Vigaia Caribbean, and a trip
recently to Las Vegas.

‘She is enjoying The Heritage facility and the
friends she has made there. Virginia is  very
riendly person, so it did not take her long to fecl
as though she belonged there. We are so glad that
she i finally in Texas so that we can see more of

o, Vigin & Cuta
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her and that we can be there when she needs us. It
is great having her be a part of the grandchildren
and great-grandchildren’s lives. She has always
been there when we needed her. Virginia has been
an inspiration to her family and friends. Her
tendency for generosity is well known. It is our

Am, Bishop, Carol, Virginia desire that we are able to celebrate her 90th

& Susan, 1992 birthday ten short years from now.

Virginia, Jenny, Susan & Taylor
2001

Virginia, Todd, Carla,
Zachary & Roman





image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg
£
3
i

First

i





image19.jpeg
THE FAMILY TREE OF

VIRGINIA RUTH HOLLIMAN CORNELIUS.

i Coneber2,1979)
i Eie Mois (November 2, 152)
AL Noie (e 4, 1956

ORI Grandthideen: ' Thylor Puige Homby (ainsasy 14, 2000)"




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg




image22.jpeg




image23.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image24.jpeg




image25.jpeg




image2.jpeg
L
FLL Grals 1o-i3-'2




image3.jpeg





Virginia Holliman Cornelius and Families


 


Virginia Ruth Holliman Cornelius


, 1922


 


the Sixth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine Holliman


 


 


Born in Irondale, Alabama, my Aunt Virginia was the third and last daughter of my 


grandparents. Below in 1923 is baby 
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Below


 


is a fantastic photograph from cousin Charles Halford Ferrell of four of the 


Holliman siblings from 1928. Left to right is Virginia, Ralph in the wheel barrel, and his 


two old


est sisters, Loudelle and Vena, who are both in bib overalls! Notice the car with 


the canvas top in the background. 
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