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HISTORY OF WALKER FAMILY
DESCENDENTS OF EARLY AMERICAN
IMICRANT « JOHN WALKER ‘
(william Carey Walker) |

This is a preliminary Report resulting from Geanolog%cal
Investigation of the John Walker Family, by Attorney Cecil
R. Holliman, Birmingham, Alabama, and the author of this
Report. The information contained herein is supported by
0fficial Documents on file in the Department of Archieves
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, the Birmingham Publie
Library, 0fficial Court Records of Shelby County, Columbiana
Alabama, and Union County North Carolina. The said Records
support to the Writer's satisfaction, by dates, names, Wills,
Deeds, marriage records, death records, and the Family Bible
of Samuel Taylor Walker,which is in the possession of the
writer, that the Famidies recorded here are the Decendents
of Imigrant John Walker who migrated from Wigtowne Scotland
to Pennslyvania in 1728, Records indicate that he later
probably moved to Virginia, anddefinately place him in
Mecklinburg County (now Union) North Carolina in the early
1770*s, |

|
One of our sources of information, at our request, went to
Wigtowne Scotland while touring Europe in April 1966, and
obtained records of walkers who had lived there, including
photographs of ‘broken grave markers of William Walker and
another Walker whose name indistinet, both die'lng in the
16th Century. /

e have in our possession a revised second Edition of Scots
Kith & Kin, published by Clan House, 117 Crove Street,
Edimburgh, Scotland, which publishes a list ¢f the"Clans"

of Scotland and dependent or associated family names., This
Publication states that "Clan" was the name applied to a
Group of kinsmen united under a Chief ‘and claiming a common
ancestery. They lived as one great Famlly on the lands they
possessed, It also contains an interesting Map of thi

Clans of Scotland and their locations as theyexisted in the
13th Century, In the 13th Century the Clans rose to prominence.
Records of their separate History have been kept enabling
Scots to trace thelr Ancesters to that period, and in some
cases to a much earlier date., It has over 4000 names that are
decendents from the Clans, |

The above Publication clearly shows that the WALKERS are

Decendent®of the MCGREGOR CLAN, This Publication gives the
following history of this Clan:
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"MACGREGOR=(Map, Ref. F~6) Recorded in Glen Orchy from about
the 12th Century, and spreading to Glenstrae and several
Perthshire Glens, the MCGREGORS take their motto "Is Rioghal
mo dhream" (My Race is Royal) from a traditional Ancester
Gregor of Girig of the Amsient Clan Alpin  Dynasty. They held
doggedly to the o0ld Celtic Clan rule of defending possessions
by the sword, in defiance of Sheepskin feudal Charters ob=
tained through marriage, or more dubious means by powerful
Neighbors having a closer approach to the Government's Zaree
notably the Campbells, Grahams and Colquhouns, After a defeat
of these last at Glen Fruin in 1603, there came a lo
suceession of edits, fomenting and taking full excuse for
the McGregor's apirit of untamed resentment. The Clan was

outla T‘Qnd a ban on using-their surname was not lifted
until (1784, except in the time of the Stweart rutorﬁcion,
in rec ion of their loyal service with Montrose. From

these prescriptions arose the many 'septs'(family group)
names then adopted by scattered groups of the MoGregors,
also the remarkable career of Rob Roy, and Scots stirring
song "The MoGregor @athering®. f

No geanological investigation we have found thus far has
been able to trace the name Walker to any one Family as
its origin. Historical records strongly indicste that when
the MeGregor Clan was outlawed in 1603, their possessions
taken and forbiddedl the use of their name, some of the
McGregors worked as welkers of the Royal Forests, and
being refered to as such, took the surname perme.nenq.y.

Vols 1 =~ History of Early Settlers of Pa.(Penn 920 - by Jordan,
on file in the Department of Archieves and History, Montgomery,
Alabema) states that all branches of the Walkers came from
England or Seotland by way of Ireland, This history dlso states
that originally they were called walkers of the Roysl Forests,
and just when and in what remote period, and by what group,

the family surname walker was adopted, 1s unknown. There were
many families of the name in the Birstol Isles, decendents

of which have settled all over the World, and there seems to
be no connection between them pointing to any one fountain head
as in some Patronymies, Further quoting from the Pa History,
every biological history has several Walkers on its list, and
is saild to have the longest list of edinent men in bilological
history; they were called one of the "Mighty Sixty" in the
rolls of Britddm, occupying 17th palce. The line settling

in Pennsylvanaia decended from Scoteh ancesters, and the
bearers of the name are now found in every state of the Union,
The State Department of Archieves and History has another
history of the early settlers of Pa.by Dunaway (Penn,325,24)
which describes early settlers as not a mixture of Scoteh

and Irish. There were people who were priginally low land
Scoteh that migrated to Ulster on a large scale about 3
Centuries ago, and being oppressed there migrated in large
numbers to America, mostly to Penn, They migrated from Pa,

in large numbers to Southern Colonies around 1757.
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They were chiefly Presbyterians from North Ireland and did
not mix with the Irish Catholies, They never coaleased with
the native Irish, They have been in continual contact for -
more thah two Centuries, and are still as distant as Rf there
was an Ocean between them., iAs Presbyterians , they preserved
their religious distinction coming to America in Families
and their intense hatred of the Popery that has always mnrko&
™ the Scots mind, was an effective prevention of intermarriage,

1820 Census of Shelby County, Ala. in Birmingham Library:

James Gamble,
1 Male over 2 1 Female over 21,
3 Males under 21 2 Females under 21
Total 7, no slaves.

Robert Gamble,
1 male over 21, 1 slave,
1 female over 21, total 5 persons.
2 females under 21

Williem T. Gamble W
) 1 Male over 21. ( "'4*""7

Aron F. Gamble,
1 male over 21,

1 female 2y Totgl 2 people. (Demara Walker).
LxREmAkEEXURARXXRX ’
James Walker,
2 males over 31, 2 females under 21
3 males under 21, Total 9 persons.
2 females over 21, No slaves.
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Birmingham, Alabama.,
m October 10, 1966.

Mr. W.C. Walker,
3381 Wilmington Rad.,
Montgomery, Alabama. 36105,

') Dear Carey:

Sorry 1 missed you when you came by the office to
~ leave the Walker Bible, I came back a few minupes after vou
left. Had a number of things I wanted to talke about with
§ou. At the present time, it looks like we will go up to

irginia gbout the lst Week in November. My son goes to
San Jawn, P.K. on October 29th, and is due back the 6th of
Nov. and we will probably be there when he returns. I hope
to find out if any data can come out of the faded pages,

Re: The Macddory family. There is an article
in the JeffersonCounty section of the genealogical Dept
, s of the Birmingham Library, written by a Mrs. McDavid, about
0 maxxmx her early school days at the Pleasant Hill éommunity
1 below Bessemer, 3he mentions a lot of names of persons who
Y ttended the School., I think this article was in one of the

3 Pﬁd A Series on this County. Just thought you might want to
N\ qﬂ ead it the next time up here,

I will soon be in touch with a Robert Walker, who
/a lives up in WinsbonyCounty, and whd is a professional
&g/ genealogist, and whévas done a lot of work on the Walker line.
44' IS ///He trgvels a lot and‘is to call me on his next trip over here,
U“/// I hope to get the adventage of a lot of his research.

Regarding the Bible left with me, I will take good
ecare of the book and return it to you, when I get back from
Virginial I have looked it over a%ain, and have formed some
ideask which I want you to know, n the first place, I believe
this book originally belonged to Geney Gamble, and it was p robab-
ly given her by Andrew Walker, and probably hefore their marriage.
In the first place, the volume was published by Collins and
Hannay, 230 Pearl ét, New York, and the Frint8re were J&J
Harper, and the date was given as 1818, The fly page shows that
it was sterdotyped by B&J Collins, New York, ©n the lst page

m (blank) is & set of initials, difficult to read, but I take it
to be "G.S5.G." and the letter before it looks like "to"
Following this is "Andre", which is evidently part of the name
Andrew. There are other very dim marks indiceting some penciled
writinE, but I believe the Bible was given by Andrew to Geney
S, or L. Gamble. Evidently the bible was given to Great Grandpa
Walker (Samuel T. Walker), upon the death ofhis mother Geney

) Gamble, and thereafter it was used as a record of his own family.
I believe thj;riting on the front part of the Bible is the hand-
writing of Gr'eat-Great Grandpa Andrew Walker. This wame hahd-
writing records the following entries:
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"Andrew Walker was Born Apr. 28, 1800 —e--e---
(There is a blank space after this, indicating some fading
and the handwriting is the same as on the front blank page’.

"Jean Gamble was born Febr. 22, 1301"

"Andrew Walker & Jean Gamble was Maried Febr. 12th 1821"
Note that this handwriting continues but he spells her name
with a J insteadof a G as is shown in some of Shelby County
records.

The writing countinues: "Sauel", evidently & mis-start, for

the next line is "Samuel Taler Walker was born November
the l4ith 1821"

Aven’
The next #hatry, very faded is " -eee James Alen ---e- was
born e=e-=« the 5th 182!;." Cypt—u& be FU anne~

On the back of this page, the next entry is"Thos G. Walker
was born the Ath day of October, 1825"

Following this is "D (for daughter) Marey Elizabeth Clar
was born November the 1lth 1827".

Finally the last entry, all in the same hand is "Robert Gamble
L. (or D) was borne 11 Uecember 1829",

‘Note: I tried to follow exact writing and spelling.

Then going over into the middle of the Bible is the data
on the deta on the family of Samuel T, Walker in what 1 take
"to be a different handwriting, as follows:

"Samul T. Walker was born November the 14, 1&?1"

"Elizabethe Johnstone was borne October 18, 1821"

"A 3amuel Walker A (The A could stand for &) Elizabeth Johnstone
wase Marede in November the 5, 1843" -

"The firste Doter Seemathe Ane Walker was born the 10 of
September, 184L%,

"2, Doter Martha Jane was borne the 14 of November 1846",
"1l Sone Pinkney Monray wase borne August the 12 1849"

"3, Doter Carline Haile was borne 25 of August 1851",
"Andrew L,%Walker wase borne 12 of October, 1853"

On the next page is the following: "Réberte G, Walker was borne
Febrey the 26, 1856",

Again, I tried to follow the exact spelling, but did add the
punctuation.
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It is my opinion that if this Book lad been purchased as the
family bible of Samuel T,Walker that it would have born a much
later publication date.

Do_you have any samples of Grand-pa Walker's hand-
writing? It might be worth while to make a comparison and
see if there is any sfmilarity with either of the twe types

) of handwriting. I believe that the last entries were made
by Grandma- #alker.

I will keep you posted on anything I find out, and
hope to see you before long to go over the data. With best
regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

C.R. Holliman,
8212 6th Ave.S.
Birmingham, Alabama.
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