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~ Early families traced

in Cahaba Valley area

The information in this series of articles on the.
history and development of the Cahaba Valley arca
represents several vears of research. by, Charlotte Figch
Thornton, a Shelby County native who & descended from:
‘Some of the Valley's pioncer selers,

Born in the Cahaba Valley where her parents, J.E,
ang Julia Allan Finch still reside, Mss. Thornton now I
in Pelham with her husband, James “Skip™ Thornton, and
three children. St pod

Her quest for information on her forebearers has
taken her (o the Shelby County Courthouse for exhaustive
searches through old deeds, birth and death records and
fand grants; to Samford University for 2 fook at census
records and (0 old cemeteries (most notably Allan
Cemetery on Cahaba Valley Road and the

Johnson family >
T et four sctions ofhey |
arStors e e, ————

_ In offering these facts for publication, the author

point out that the information is 1 accurate as incomplete

sometimes conflicting records wil allow, but that (he
authenticity of some information may be questionable.

This installment continues the story of Moses
Johason who eame to Alabama during the carly 1800’
AL

Cahaba Valley History.
Part 11
by Charlotte Thornton

Children of Tssac and Frances Massey Johnson were
twins, Moses and Jacob, born in 1804; Robert Abraham,
‘who died in infancy, 1810; another son bom in 1812; Mary
Polly Aun, 1814; Sarah; Benjamin F., 1817 James Pleacch,
1820; Virginia Caroline, 1824; ssc Westley, 1825 and
Priscila Eleanor Jane, 1828.

Frances, who bore cight sons and four daughters, did
ot lve t0 see all her children grown, dying n 1835 of the
fever. An epidemic of yellow fever, which swep the arca
about that time, aso claimed two of his sons.

But lfe goes on, and a litle over 3 year later, Col.
Isac married another Frances, this one named Bell. Her
family lived near Montevallo, She was also related to the
Bowdens of Shelby County.

Col. Issac had no children by his second il
ived untl 1867. He is buricd in Allan Cemetery (then
Joason Cemetery) on 3 knol scross Trom fis home. The
Iate W.J. Peters of Columbiana and Montevalo, described.
his carly Johnson as “a tallsparse man, fne Iooking, with
black huir and eyes.” According to Petes,Isac’ home was
the site of the first court house in Shelby County, although
s observation seems (o be open for debate. Another
account places the irst court in the home of Needham Lee,
St who lived in the Cahaba Valley from 1816 to 1820.)

Isac’s final home was a twostory log strcture,
located about one mile west of the present Cahaba Valley
Roxd entrance 1o Oak Mountain State Park. 1t was
something of a landmark in the area, being located a the
famed “Big Poplar,” a tree so lrge it covered the entire
road when it was ater uprooted. The home, which some
2y was the frst house in that area of the valley, was buil
sccording to the custom of the day, with 3 hail down the
center and rooms to_either side. The dwelling, was put
ogether entrely with pegs.

During his later years, Col, Issac sent sons and
grandsons o fight in the War Between the States. Before
his death, it i said, he became so palsied he could only
make an “X” for his signature. He died on June 25, 1867
and is buried in Allan Cemetery (then Johason Cemetery)
actoss the road from his home. His second wife survived
untl 1880 and at the time of her death was living wil
some of our predecessors.

Col. Istac's descendants fanned out and multpled,
doing their share to populate the Cahaba Valley area as well
s other parts of Shelby County and touching almost all of
us who remain today. Hisis a legacy we cannot turn avay
from, 50 every Spring on the second Sunday in June, there
s family memoria serviceat Allan Cemetery. Some other
Johnson descendants, Mr. and Mrs, EB. Tumer, have
erected a monument (thereby) paying tribute o Co, Isac’s
service in the War of 1812,
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THE FAMILY OF WILLIAM AUGUSTUS WAL..ER AND
CORILLA PORTER

The Walker family begins with Licut, Samuel Blythe of North
G (wife, Elizabeth Patton) who fought in the Revolution. ' His
daughter, Mary Blythe, marricd Thomas Walker (son of John Walker)
of Mechiinberg County, N. C. Their son, Richard Walker, married
Aune Fleniken, The family ‘moved to Alabama, and setiled near
Coalburg in Jefferson County. There were a_number of children,
among whom was William Augustus Walker (1813-1890).

'he Porter family begins with Mitchell Porter (1759-1836) who
swas a private in the Revolution, in Pennsylvania, He married Penclope
West. Their son, Dr. Mitchell Askew Porter m: d Molly Wade,
and moved to Jefferson County. One of their children was Probate
Tudge Mitchell A. Porter. ~ Anofher was Corilla Porter (1824-1908)

William A, Walker and Corilla Porter. wer
1840, They spent most of their married lives
Center Street, adjoining the A. G. S. RR.

On October 1, 1880, Mr. and Mrs, Walker deeded a site in
83163 to the Trustees of Walker's Chapel. It was named for her.
About 1910, the Methodist Church at Elyton, the oldest of that
denomination in Jefferson County, changed its name to Walker Mem-
. in recognition of Mrs, Walker's long and faithful service to her
family, church and community.

Mr. Walker was a typical general merchant of the old school, at
Elyton. Before the railroads came, he hauled his goods to and from
Montevallo, a railroad town, and Tuscaloosa, a river town.

He accumulated 300 to 400 acres south of his home, now known
as Walker Farm Lots; 800 acres known ns East Woodlawn; a large
tract in North Birmingham, known as Wade Tract; and several smaller
tracts, among them College Hills. Forty acres between Birmingham
and Elyton is known as Margaret Walker Addition.

On December 8, 1856, he and Mrs. Walker deeded all of these
lands to their six children. They organized the Walker Land Company,
{0 which the lands were then deeded. - They surveyed the subdivisions
above mentioned.

married March_ 26,
t the south end of

‘These children were Mary Ann Walker (Morrow), Margaret Walker
(never married), William A, Walker (Virginia Taylor Mudd), America
Walker (Hagood), Fannie Walker (Long), and Lucy Walker (Smith).

Their marriages, their children, and children’s children, are charted
in this Bulletin. It will be noted, T have gotten able assistants in each
branch, and 1 think their data is reasonably accurate.

Wish 1 could use some adjectives jn describing the kin folks in
these fine families, but the printer says “no room.”

1 ask God's blessing on each and every one of them.

Louise Walker Ferguson
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JEFFERSON COUNTY

DEPARTMENT of HEALTH

1912 EIGHTH AVE. SOUTH + P.0.BOX 2591

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

3. C. CHAMBERS, M. D.
WeALTH oFmIcER Septenber 28, 1961

C. R. Holliman
8212 6th Avenue South
Birminghan, Alabama

Dear  Sir:

We acknowledge receipt of your request for death record(s) for

Janes A. Walker , who died December 10, 1912
e wish to advise that we cannot locate any record of this person having died in

Jefferson County from the information you have given us.

I this destn DID occur in Jefferson County, please provide us with the information
W  requested below so that we may make a more thorough search for the record.

Full Name of Decedent

Date of Death Race, Age,
Place of Death

Funeral Home in Charge of Burial
Address,

Father's Full Name

Mother's Full Maiden Name

If it is possible this deatt could have occurred elsewhere in Alabam, you should
¥rite to the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Alabam Department of Hoalth, Montgomery
L, Alsbama. Death records for the entire State of Alabama are kept there.

A fee of $1.00 is charged for each certified copy issued.

Very truly yours,
Our records between 1881-1912 show no record of AR P
above person having died in Jefferson County, Alabama. 9.5k

Tommie A. Gibbs, Director

Bureau of Vital Statistics
By: M. Howton

MUNICIPALITIES IN AREA
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ANDREW M. WALKER . W}“ pLo

Funeral for Andrew Memory Walker. 79, Blountsvill »
L wil be at 11 .m. Monday al Roswel Creek Bapist cham

will be in the church cemeery, Lemley Funeral Home
of Oneonta directing.

- Mr. Walker died Friday o a Birmingham hospital.
Survivors inciode his wife: three sons, Alvin Walker of
(Guniersville, and Talmadge Walker snd Dalton Walker, both of
Blonisville; four daughters, Mrs. Otis Elrod, Mrs, Eihel
Henderson, Mrs. Annie May Yales and Mrs. Ora Belo Woods,
al of Blounisvilie; and a haltsister, Mrs. Edith Odelton of
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IKER, Born October 12, 1853, married Georgia Am
foms on Novenba 7, 1863. She was born February 16, 186k, amd died

ch 27, §lli. Both buried at Kennedy, Alabama. She was a daughter of
orge Washington Horne and wife Bebecca Ann Walden. Rebecca Amn ilalden
was a daughter of William Walden. George Washington Horne was a son of
Jemes Horne.

CHILDREN:

1. Belva Locks
12, 189l
2. Joseph Hill Walker, born August 9, 1886, resides 1110 Lead, S.E.
Albuquerque, N.M. He was for many years eonnected with U.S.
Postal Service at Albuquerque. Married Mattie Laura Shackelford,
Vo was torn October 3, 1689, marriage date 10-3-1909. She was
a daugnter of Asa Chandler Shackelford and wife Sallie Susan
(Taylor) Shackelfords
Children:
1. Bertha Hill Walker, born 9-12-1910, married James Richard
4, born 9-25-1910, He is vice president of Equitatle
Life Ins. Co. of Des Moines, Towa.
irew Ralph Walker, Born 10-26-1911, mar
ta Elizabeth Mejia.
ren:
1. Duff Hill Walker, born 12-3-1911,
2. Todd Norvill Walker, born 7-29-1951.
3. Robert Charles Walker, born 12-2li-191li, married on 6-30-19k5,
Florence Tsabell Dawe. He is finance officer VA Hospital
at Ft. Lyon, Colorado.

w003 Walker, born September 7th, 188, died January

2.

=d on 12-29-1938

Robbie Laura Walker, born 10-11-19L9,
tip Dawe Walker, born 1-3=1955,

2.
3. Vena Leah Walker, born June 3, 1892, deceaseds
L Willian Carey Walker, born 6-8-1895, died 11-25-1970, married

Craig Shelton, daughter of Dr. Will #l. Shelton and wife Kate
Frasier Shelton, of Cuin, Alabama,
S. Mary Vivian Walker, born 9-29-1900, Married Charles Y. Dorrok
Route 2, Millport, Alabama,
Children:

Martee Rachel Dorroh Jones, wife of Edward
Jones, building contractor, Reform, Alas
Georgia Ann Dorroh Sanders, wife of Geo.
W. Sanders, 8015 Sth Ave, No., Birmingham, Alas
She is police officer City of gham,
3. Eawin Lawrence Dorroh, Civil Engre State Hway.
Depte Reform, Ala, wife Jean
' 6. George Thurman "Tuck® Walker, Kemedy, Alabama, Born 12-2L-1697,
Married Faustine Plott. He is in Farm Supply Business.

1dren:

1. Janice Walker Newman, wife of Robert Newman,

in Lunbe Business at Kennedy, Alae
2. Margine Walker, single,
3. Olivia Walker, sin;





image5.jpeg
Bimmingham News Wod., May 26, 1976

. THURMAN (JUDGE) WALKER, 78,
alifelong Kennedy resident, died Tues:
day in Tuscaloosa, A member of an
early family in the area, he was a re-
tired businessman and former member
of the Lamar County Board of Educa-
tion. He was a Mason, 3 Shriner and =

arian, and a steward in Kenned-
United Methodist Church. Funeral will

“Be at 3 p.m. Thursday at the church
withburial in Kennedy Cemetery, Dow-
del Funeral Home of Millport directing.
Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Faus-
tine Plott Walker, and three daughters,
Miss Margene Walker and Mrs. Bob
Newman. both of Kennedy, and Mrs.
JoeCrawley, Lake City, Fla
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